《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 3 John》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1

Gaius; a Christian whose piety and beneficence had greatly endeared him to the apostle. 

Verse 2

As thy soul prospereth; that he might be as much favored in his health and outward condition as he was in his piety and beneficence. It is desirable that good men should not only be eminent in piety and good works, but also have health and be in unembarrassed outward circumstances. They should therefore conscientiously and diligently use all suitable means to secure these important blessings. 

Verse 4

My children; Christians, especially those who had been converted through his instrumentality. 

Verse 5

The brethren; Christians who were in want. 

Strangers; those who were driven from home by persecution, or who had left it in the service of Christ. 

Verse 6

After a godly sort; with that kind of assistance which becomes disciples of Christ towards his ministers who go to preach the gospel and supply the destitute. It is the duty of ministers from love to Christ not only to preach the gospel at home, but to go to the heathen and preach it, where Christ has never been known; and when they do this, it cannot be expected that the heathen, at first, should support them. It is not wise to ask it; and it is in such cases a duty, and should be esteemed a privilege, for Christians at home to support them. 

Verse 7

His name’s sake; from love to Christ. 

Went forth; to preach the gospel to the heathen. 

Taking nothing; of their hearers for their support, but were supported by Christian friends and their own efforts. 

Verse 8

Be fellow-helpers; assist them in spreading the gospel. 

Verse 9

I wrote unto the church; requesting them to assist the brethren in their benevolent efforts. 

Diotrephes; who opposed the apostle, and influenced the church not to comply with his request. 

Verse 10

The brethren; whom the apostle had recommended to their hospitality and aid. Those who love power and seek to have preeminence in the church, are very apt to be haters of good men and of what they do for Christ-to be opposed to the right of private judgment, and to persecute those who exercise it. But all such deeds are evil, let who will perform them, and they will be remembered and treated as evil in the day when God shall render to every one according to his works. 

Verse 11

That which is evil; as exemplified by Diotrephes. 

He that doeth good; to the friends of Christ, from love to him. 

Is of God; belongs to God, as one of his children who is like him, and has communion with him. 

Hath not seen God; has wrong views of him, and is opposed to him. 

Verse 12

Hath good report; is well spoken of, justly, as a good man, whose works attest his piety and benevolence. 

Verse 14

Kind salutations of friends are profitable, both to those who give and those who receive them; and real kindness habitually and kindly expressed, is the essence of true politeness, the ornament of dignified refinement, and the source of pure, elevated, and purifying joy. 

