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00 Introduction 

Divine Contrasts 

First John 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We are entering today into a most profitable study of one of God's great Books, The whole Bible has sixty-six Books, each with a special message, and yet each is a part of a perfect whole. 

The Epistle of First John is written to saints in order to set before them those things by which they may know that they are saved. The expression, "We know," occurs in many verses throughout the Epistle. 

First John, however, not only shows the believer how he may be saved by plain and positive statement; but it also shows contrasts between the saved and the unsaved, which tend to clarify the minds of believers as to their own acceptance with God. 

All will grant us that there is a chasm deep, and wide, and impassable that separates the. righteous and the wicked, the saved and the unsaved. There is a chasm equally as deep and wide between Christ and Belial; between darkness and light; between truth and error; between love and hate. 

We wish to urge that we for ever cease to federate where God separates. How can two walk together except they be agreed? What part hath the believer with the unbeliever; what concord hath Christ with Belial; what communion hath light with darkness; what fellowship is there between righteousness and unrighteousness? 

Instead of seeking a common ground where saints and sinners may mix and mingle, we should be calling them to separation from a fellowship which can do nothing less than displease God and disrupt spiritual growth. 

God has said, "The Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel." He has also said, "And they shall teach My people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean." 

When a teacher, or preacher, or leader, calls evil good, or good evil; when he puts light for darkness, and darkness for light; when he says that the bitter is sweet, or the sweet bitter, God says unto him, "Woe!" Such men are prophesying falsely. 

Balaam taught Balac how to cast a stumblingstone before Israel, when he incited him to intermarry the Midianites with the Israelites. We have within our churches many who are following the teaching of Balaam. 

What God has kept asunder, let no man join together. 

I. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE BELIEVER AND THE UNBELIEVER (1 John 5:10 ) 
Many have felt that believing is a very small matter. They have gone so far as to say that it is not right to place one's eternal life on so small an act. 

Others have tried to insist that all believe and that therefore all are saved. One man told us, when we asked him if he was a Christian, "Do you think I am a heathen?" He was counting on his being raised in a Christian country, where everybody believed in. God, The truth is, that "believing" is no small matter. It is just as true, that disbelieving is no small matter. Faith pleases God, and unbelief is black with God's frown. 

Paul went into a certain city to preach, and this was the result "And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not." 

In the city of Nazareth Christ could do no mighty works because of their unbelief. 

Jesus said, "Whom He (the Father) hath sent, Him ye believe not." It was because of their unbelief that they had no life in them. 

The contrasts between the believer and the unbeliever are made clear in many parts of the Bible. 

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." (John 3:36 ). 

"He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 3:18 ). 

"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16:16 ). 

Now we may look into our special text: 

1. "He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself." What is this witness? It is the Spirit of God bearing witness with our spirits that we are the sons of God. It is the witness that gives us assurance that we have eternal life. 

2. "He that believeth not God, hath made Him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of His Son." That record is made plain in the Word of God, and is emphasized in the preaching of men taught of God. 

As we pass to our next thought, let us remember that believers have eternal life, but unbelievers have their part in the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone. 

II. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN DENYING AND ACKNOWLEDGING THE SON (1 John 2:23 ) 
This is just a step beyond our first consideration. We discuss it, however, because it makes so much stronger the contrast between the believer and the unbeliever. 

The greatest question of the ages is this: "What think ye of Christ? whose Son is He?" 

With what concern did Christ say to the disciples, "Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?" The disciples answered, "Some say, that Thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others Jeremias, or one of the Prophets." 

In contrast with his former question, which emphasized the "Whom do men say?" Christ asked, "But whom say ye that I am?" * * Peter answered and said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 

This contrast presents the great abyss that exists between the saved and the unsaved: the "men" and the "ye." 

The sad fact of today is this: there are many now who are in the churches, and even in the pulpits, who would join with the unsaved, the "men" of Christ's day, in denying the Son of God. They are willing to clothe Him with raiment that marks superiority, but they deny Him the garments of Sonship. 

Jude describes them as "Certain men crept in unawares, * * * * denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ." 

We said on one occasion, that any man, be he of the laity or the pulpit, who denies that Christ is the Son of God, is lost and hastening to eternal death, A preacher took us to task, saying that we were either an ignoramus, or an impostor, to speak thus. We quietly said, quoting the words of Christ, "If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins." 

III. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN CHILDREN OF GOD AND THE CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL (1 John 3:10 ) 
There is no mincing of matters with the Holy Spirit. Two men may walk together down the street; they may live side by side in adjoining houses; they may be riding on the same train, and yet one may be the child of God and one the child of the devil. 

This contrast does not please men; but it is true. We stood at the Great Divide near Field B. C. It lies at the line that marks the boundary between Alberta and British Columbia. A drop of rain falling to the east of the great divide joins the rivulets, streams and rivers that rush on their long journey to the Atlantic. A drop of rain falling to the west joins the waters that go to the Pacific. Perhaps a falling drop of rain was swerved in its destiny from one ocean to another by a mere gust of wind that swept it from its natural fall. 

Lives may seem closely allied and yet God's great divide is the line that marks between belief and unbelief, acknowledging Christ or denying Christ. The one life turns its long but happy way from earth to Heaven; the other passes out into blackness and darkness for ever. 

Two little boys are playing together. As a stranger watches them, there seems but little difference. By and by, however, a call is heard "Willie, come here." Over the fence Willie goes goes into a home of wealth and plenty; while Jimmy, his playmate, turns toward his hovel doomed to penury and need. 

Thus it makes all the difference, when the Lord comes and calls the saints to meet Him in the air, while the rest are left to wander in a world ridden by satanic power. 

Before we pass to our next contrast let us note a few contrasts here. 

The wicked are children of Belial, sons of wrath, cursed children, children of darkness, sons of disobedience, children of the wicked one. 

The believers are called, sons of God, children of light, children of the Kingdom; children of the Bridegroom; obedient children; children of your Father which is in Heaven. 

These contrasts may be studied with profit. 

IV. A CONTRAST BETWEEN BEING OF GOD AND BEING OF THE WORLD (1 John 4:4-5 ) 
We have just been considering a contrast in sonship; now we are to behold the distinction in allegiance. Saints are of God, therefore they mind the things which are of God; the wicked are of the world, therefore they mind the things that are of the world. 

It is not difficult to find out what we are, if we will only examine whom we follow. 

If we discover which way the affections of our heart are leading us, then we will know whether we are of God, or whether of the world. The Lord said, "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." In the Epistle of John, chapter 2, we read, "If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 

Those who are of the world, speak of the world, and the world heareth them. 

Those who are of God, speak the things of God. They delight to tell of His love and mercy, and to bear testimony to His power and greatness. 

When the Lord was speaking to the Pharisees and rulers, He said, "Ye are from beneath; I am from above." 

The contrast here is very great. The believer lays his treasures up in Heaven. The unbeliever lays his upon the earth; the believer looks at the things which are not seen, the unbeliever at the things which are seen. 

The Lord Jesus very plainly said that we are not of the world; because, if we were of the world, the world would love its own. Therefore, because we are not of the world, but He has called us out of the world, therefore, the world hateth us. 

Let us not join with the many who are following the pleasures of this life, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. Let us come out from among the world, and be a peculiar people zealous of good works. 

V. A CONTRAST BETWEEN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH AND THE SPIRIT OF ERROR WHICH WE FOLLOW (1 John 4:6 ) 
We have before us a contrast which is very vital indeed. Those of us who believe, know the Truth and the Truth has made us free. Those who believe not, have rejected the truth; and, as a result, God has allowed them to be led on by the Spirit of error. 

In John's second and third Epistles, he continually speaks of the Truth. Such expressions as these are used: "Have known the Truth"; "For the Truth's sake"; "Walk in Truth," "Fellowhelpers to the Truth," etc. 

In Second Thessalonians, the other side is brought out. There we read of strong delusions which God will send to the wicked, because they receive not the love of the Truth; for this cause they shall believe a lie, that they might be damned who believe not the Truth. 

In Romans a similar passage occurs, where we read, "And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind." 

Christians need not be surprised when they find men of the world so ready to reject the Truth and to laud error. The wicked have become vain in their imaginations, and their foolish hearts have been darkened; professing themselves to be wise, they have become fools. 

The righteous who follow the spirit of Truth, walk in the light, and there is no occasion of stumbling in them. They possess an anointing of the Spirit, and they need not that any man should teach them. The Spirit shows unto them the deep things of God. Their eyes are anointed with eye salve so they can see. 

The wicked, on the other hand, have their understanding darkened. They have eyes which see not, and ears which hear not. They are blind, leaders of the blind. Have you never read that the god of this world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving? 

Let us not become discouraged at the denials of the faith indulged in by the worldly wise. They are led by the spirit of error, and they cannot receive the spirit of Truth, because the natural man knoweth not the things of God. 

VI. A CONTRAST BETWEEN WALKING IN THE LIGHT AND WALKING IN THE DARKNESS (1 John 1:6-7 and 1 John 2:9 ) 
This contrast naturally follows the one we have just studied. We who believe, walk in the light, because our God, who is truth, is the God of light. On the other hand those who do not the truth, walk in darkness. This is the statement of 1 John 1:6 . 

How striking the contrast light and darkness! How glorious it is to walk in the light; how terrible to walk in darkness! Let us follow the contrast a little deeper. The path of the just is as a light that sinneth brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. The path of the wicked is in darkness, there is no light in them. 

God, who of old commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined the light of His glorious Gospel into our hearts and lives: the devil, who is darkness, hath cast the wicked into darkness for he is called in the Bible the ruler of darkness. 

The final abode of the righteous is a City, where God and the Lamb are the light thereof. "There shall be no night there." The final abode of the wicked is darkness. We read, They "shall be cast into outer darkness." Again we read, "To whom is reserved the blackness or darkness for ever." 

Men may love darkness rather than light, but if they do, it is because their works are evil. 

Little children are fearful in the night. They shrink from the darkness, but they delight in the glory of the breaking day. 

We who love the light, will come to the light, for the True Light now shineth. 

VII. A CONTRAST BETWEEN THE HEADS OF THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD (1 John 4:4 , l.c.) 
The part of the verse we wish you to read, is this, "Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world." It is not at all difficult for us to discern the two personalities which lead the children of God, on the one hand; and the children of the devil on the other. 

Christ has come in, to take up His abode with us. He has told us, also, that the Father will come in and take up His abode. In addition to this we read that the Spirit of God dwelleth in us. 

The truth is that if the Triune God does not dwell within our hearts, we are not the children of God. Is it not a sweet promise, "Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father?" 

It is just as true that the devil is in the world. He is called the god of this world, and the prince of this world. The Bible says that, "The whole world lieth in the evil one" (R. V.). This leader of the world is also its energizer. We read in Ephesians 2:1-22 , that "The prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh (that is energizes) in the children of disobedience." 

It may not be pleasant to the ungodly, to know that the wicked one has taken them captive, and is driving them whithersoever he listeth, yet this is true. 

The contrast with which we close, is the basis of all which has preceded. Let us ask ourselves, Who is our Lord? Our Prince? Our King? Remember this that no man can serve two masters. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
An Illustration of Contrasts 

Alberto Morales had a violent temper. He was only fourteen years old, but could swear. The missionaries had tried for months to get him interested in his salvation. He not only refused to come himself but kept others away. Then came that night at Logan's camp. The Mexicans had come in hot and tired from the cotton-fields. Crowded around the small organ, which the missionaries used in their outdoor meetings, they sang many hymns in Spanish and listened quietly while the missionary again told them of how Jesus had come to save sinners. He had scarcely finished his talk when Alberto pushed through the group and came forward. Tears rolled down his cheeks. 

Between sobs be said: "Jesus spoke to me tonight. He said, 'Alberto, I want you to be My boy, I want you to be good and help other boys to be good.' And I said, 'Jesus, I will.' So I want to be baptized." 

The next Sunday afternoon Alberto and three others were baptized. After this he was the happiest boy in the cotton-fields and the most faithful. 

When cotton-picking season was over, and the Mexicans had moved back to town, Alberto's influence was felt for good in the mission neighborhood. He was not satisfied to have Jesus for himself alone, but lived and worked that his friends might love and know Him, too. Ina Shaw. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 2-10
The Christ Chapter 
1 John 1:2-10 ; 1 John 2:1-2 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There is a striking similarity between the opening verses of the first chapter of the Gospel of John and the first chapter of the First Epistle of John. In the Gospel we read, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." It goes on to say that the Word was made manifest. 

The Epistle says, "That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our bands have handled, of the Word of life; (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it)." 

As we study the statements of the Epistle we wish to suggest a few things lying open before us. 

1. In the opening verse Christ is described as the Word of Life which we have heard. 

2. He is the Word which we have seen, 

3. He is the Word which we have looked upon. 

4. He is the Word which we have handled. 

5. He is the Word which we declare and of which we bear witness. 

We would like to take these statements up step by step. 

Just now we ask you to observe the opening words of the Book of Luke. The beloved physician writes: "Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the Word." Here is the same thing. They spoke of that which they knew, of that which they had seen. There was no guessing in it whatsoever. The Spirit gave the Word; their experience verified it. 

1. The Word of Life which we have heard. It was the Lord who opened their minds that they might understand what they heard. It must have been a wonderful privilege to have sat at the feet of the Master, and to have heard Him as He opened His lips and spoke to them: words so full of love, light, and life. It was in after years that the Spirit brought to their remembrance the things which they heard. 

2. The Word of Life which we have seen. Not only did they hear with their ears, but they saw the "Word" with their eyes, for Christ was the Word, and the Word was Christ, He did not speak apart from His own personality. His words were His own personality shining forth in all Divine beauty and glory, 

3. The Word of Life which we looked upon. This is a deeper experience than simply having "seen" the Word. It carries with it the thought of gazing gazing with admiration and wonder. They heard, they saw, and they looked upon. Even Peter fell down and said, "I am a sinful man, O Lord." 

4. The Word which we have handled. Here is something which grips. They knew that Christ was no fairy, no phantom, no fable. Thomas was invited to touch the Lord, for Christ said, "A spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have." Christ, the Word of Life have we handled. 

5. The Word of Life which we declare , to whom we bear witness. Thank God that we have such a Messiah to preach. 

I. CHRIST, THE LIFE (1 John 1:2 ) 
Our verse reads, "For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us." 

1. The expression, "that Eternal Life." The sentence means that the Christ whom the Apostles heard, and saw, and looked upon, and handled, and to whom they bore witness, was the Christ who in the eternal past was with the Father. He Himself said, "I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father." Eternal life is without beginning and also without ending. Jesus Christ is the great "I Am," not merely the great "I Was," or "I Will Be." There is no past with Him, and there is no future, for, He dwells in an eternal n-o-w . He said, "I am Alpha." that is, the Beginning; He also said, "I am * * Omega," the Ending; He did not say I was, and I will be. 

2. The expression, "the Word of Life." Jesus Christ was not only life. He was the Word that creates life, the Word that gives life. The Epistle of Peter says, "Being born again, * * by the Word of God." James, in his Epistle, writes, being begotten "by the Word of truth." 

3. The expression, "the Life * * manifested." Here is something that we need to study. Christ was the manifestation of the life. The first chapter of John says, "The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten, of the Father,) full of Grace and Truth." John 1:18 says, "the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." Thus, Jesus Christ was the manifestation of the Father. He said, "Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known * * the Father?" 

II. CHRIST AND FELLOWSHIP (1 John 1:3 ) 
"That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

These words hold in them all the throbbing tenderness of those other words, "Abide in Me, and I in you." They hold the deeper significance of the words, "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one." Our Lord gave us the invitation to abide in Him, then He gave, in return, the promise, "I will abide in you." 

One day D. M. Stearns said to me, "Brother Neighbour, would you like a little string of pearls for your ten fingers?" Then he repeated the words of Hosea, "Thou shalt be for Me," Dr. Stearns said, "Now let me give the other five." "I will be for thee." There they were: ten pearls in all, How true is their story. That sweet union of Christ and His children is precious. 

Our fellowship, however, is not only with the Lord, but first of all with the Father, then, with the Son. This brings to our mind the statement of John 14:1-31 : "I will come unto you, and My Father will come unto you, and We will take up Our abode in you." It is not the Father alone without the Son, nor the Son without the Father, but the twain in the Spirit. 

What a hallowed relationship! 

III. CHRIST AND JOY (1 John 1:4 ) 
Our Scripture is short but wonderfully full of truth. Here it is: "And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full." 

1. The purport of His message. All we have been reading and considering thus far was written to give us joy. The Lord God does not want His children to be unhappy. He wants them to be filled with gladness and with song. Thirteen times in the little Epistle to the Philippians we read of joy and rejoicing. What, then, is the source of our joy? Here it is from His written Words. His Word is our joy, the Word of His promise, the Word of His revelation. 

2. He, Himself, is our joy. There is no contradiction here, We have just said His Word is our joy. Now, we say that He is our joy; for, He is the Word. Therefore, whatsoever the one does to us, the other will do. In John 15:1-27 Christ said the same thing: "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." He was anointed with the oil of gladness, and with joy above his fellows. If we have Him dwelling in us, we will have His joy dwelling within. 

One of the greatest verses in the Bible on joy is found in Galatians 5:22 . "The fruit of the Spirit is * * joy." joy does not depend upon the thing which we possess. It depends upon Him. He must be present with us. His Word must indwell us. 

IV. CHRIST OUR LIGHT (1 John 1:5 ) 
The absence of light is darkness. The way to dispel the darkness is to turn on the light. We have just spoken of life; how fitting that we shall now speak of light. Where there is no joy, there is darkness and gloom. Wherever there is joy there is light. Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. Therefore, He is the joy of the world. Jesus Christ is the joy of the world, therefore He is the Light of the world. As long as the world knows Him not, and receives Him not, the world will be in darkness, not only intellectual darkness, but the darkness of despair. 

There is a striking statement in the Book of Jude concerning those who deny our only Lord God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Jude says, To them is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. There is a solemn and illuminating statement found in the Book of Revelation: They have no need of sun, or moon, or stars to give them light, for the Lord God giveth them light "and the Lamb is the Light thereof." 

How sad is the statement, "Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil!" 

Light illumines the mind in the knowledge of Him. Light shines upon the pathway on which we walk. Light opens up the things to come. It scatters the shadows of the great beyond. The path of the just is as a lamp that shineth brighter and brighter unto the perfect day the day of perfect light. 

V. FELLOWSHIP AND LIGHT (1 John 1:6-7 ) 
1. Pretentiousness rebuked. "If we say that we have fellowship with Him. and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth." 

How many there are who delight in boasting of their religiousness, of their piety, pride, and holiness. They like to say that they walk with God and talk with God, and that God walks and talks with them. In other words they pretend that they are intimate in their relationship with the Father, and with the Son. 

God strongly rebukes those who falsely claim fellowship with Him, while they still walk in darkness. 

These pretentious people are like those in Ezekiel, who came as the people came, and sat before the Lord as His people. They even heard His words, but they never did them. They spoke much with their mouths, prating about their love, yet their hearts were going after covetousness. They spoke of the Lord as a. very lovely song, and yet they did not show Love. 

God demands sincerity, and despises pretense. The scribes and Pharisees loved to pray long prayers. They enlarged the borders of their garments, and made broad their phylacteries; and yet, they were not clean; they were merely "whited sepulchres, * * [filled with] dead men's bones." 

2. Realities confirmed. "But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another." It is not saying, we have fellowship with Him that counts, it is having fellowship. It is when we walk in the light "as He is in the light," that we have fellowship with Him. 

Incidentally, as a sequence, we then have fellowship with one another. The greatest tie that binds believers one to another is the tie that binds us to Christ, As the spokes of a wheel get nearer the hub, they get closer together. As we get nearer to our Lord, we get nearer to one another. 

VI. SCRIPTURAL HOLINESS (1 John 1:8-9 ) 
Let us carefully peruse our Scripture. "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 1 John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

1. Inherent sinlessness is impossible. Paul wrote, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." Some people boast that they are holy, but they arc not inherently holy. 

2. Sin is never in the new man, because the new man is begotten of God in righteousness, and in true holiness. That which is begotten of God sinneth not. 

We deceive ourselves when we say that we have no sin, We may not live in sin. In fact, we may not sin, but we have a nature that is corrupt, and is capable of sinning. 

3. If we walk in the Spirit we will not fulfill the lusts of our sinful nature, That, however, will not change our nature. 

Holiness, Scripturally understood, is Christ in us; the Holy Spirit ruling, Christ reigning, the old nature reckoned dead. 

If the old nature were dead , we would not need to reckon it dead. 

4. We should put off the old nature , pay no attention to it, refuse to listen to it. At the same time we should put on Christ, and walk in the new man, Let us remember, however, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves. 

It does not read, "if we say we are not sinning"; for we should all be able to say that we are not living in known sin. None of us, however, can say that we have no sin. If we took our eyes off Christ and walked in the old man, we should soon fall. 

VII. OUR HUMAN ASSERTIONS MAKE GOD A LIAR (1 John 1:10 ; 1 John 2:1-2 ) 
1. Destroying the basis of all redemption. "If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us." This expression looks backward to our past walk and life. 

If we say we have not sinned, we make God a liar inasmuch as He has written "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 

We do more than this. If we say we have not sinned we proclaim that God sent Christ to the Cross unnecessarily, inasmuch as he who is not a sinner, requires no Saviour. 

2. The call to a sinless life. The opening verse of chapter 2 reads. "My little children, these things write. I unto you, that ye sin not." 

We have sinned in the past, because we were walking in divers lusts. We were children of darkness, followers of Satan. 

Now, however, we are God's children, begotten of the Spirit. To us God says, "sin not." It is not necessary for us to sin because God has provided us with victory along every line. 

With the shield of faith we can quench all of the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

By faith we can overcome the world; and, if we walk in the Spirit we will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 

Why, then, should Christians sin? For, "greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the world." 

3. Sin and the sin-bearer. While the Apostle writes to us not to sin, he immediately adds, "And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 1 John 2:2 continues with "And He is the propitiation for our sins: and. not for our's only, but also for the sins of the whole world." "Propitiation" means that He is the "mercy seat" for our sins. We need not sin. 

We should not sin, we need not sin, but if we do sin, thank God there is a mercy seat, a place of cleansing through the Blood of Jesus Christ. We may not say we have not sinned; we may not say we have no sin; we may and should say, we are not sinning. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
CHRIST, THE INEVITABLE 

The story has come down to us from the early centuries that when the storm of persecution broke over the Christian church In Rome, the little company of believers besought Peter to seek refuge in flight. His sense, both of loyalty and of honor, rose up in protest. But his friends pleaded that their deaths would be only the loss of a few sheep of the fold, his would be the loss of the shepherd. He set out by night along the Appian Way. But as he traveled a vision flashed upon him of a figure clothed in white and a face crowned with thorns. "Quo vadis, domine?" "Whither goest Thou, Lord?" Peter cried to Christ, who answered, "To Rome to be crucified-instead of thee." 

"Into the night the vision ebbed like breath. 

And Peter turned and rushed on Rome and death." 

That is a parable of the inevitable Christ. Whether we seek Him or seek Him not, whether we are in the way of our duty or out of it, the vision of Christ shall meet us face to face. Rev. W. M. Clow. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1-2
The Christ Chapter 
1 John 1:2-10 ; 1 John 2:1-2 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There is a striking similarity between the opening verses of the first chapter of the Gospel of John and the first chapter of the First Epistle of John. In the Gospel we read, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." It goes on to say that the Word was made manifest. 

The Epistle says, "That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our bands have handled, of the Word of life; (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it)." 

As we study the statements of the Epistle we wish to suggest a few things lying open before us. 

1. In the opening verse Christ is described as the Word of Life which we have heard. 

2. He is the Word which we have seen, 

3. He is the Word which we have looked upon. 

4. He is the Word which we have handled. 

5. He is the Word which we declare and of which we bear witness. 

We would like to take these statements up step by step. 

Just now we ask you to observe the opening words of the Book of Luke. The beloved physician writes: "Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the Word." Here is the same thing. They spoke of that which they knew, of that which they had seen. There was no guessing in it whatsoever. The Spirit gave the Word; their experience verified it. 

1. The Word of Life which we have heard. It was the Lord who opened their minds that they might understand what they heard. It must have been a wonderful privilege to have sat at the feet of the Master, and to have heard Him as He opened His lips and spoke to them: words so full of love, light, and life. It was in after years that the Spirit brought to their remembrance the things which they heard. 

2. The Word of Life which we have seen. Not only did they hear with their ears, but they saw the "Word" with their eyes, for Christ was the Word, and the Word was Christ, He did not speak apart from His own personality. His words were His own personality shining forth in all Divine beauty and glory, 

3. The Word of Life which we looked upon. This is a deeper experience than simply having "seen" the Word. It carries with it the thought of gazing gazing with admiration and wonder. They heard, they saw, and they looked upon. Even Peter fell down and said, "I am a sinful man, O Lord." 

4. The Word which we have handled. Here is something which grips. They knew that Christ was no fairy, no phantom, no fable. Thomas was invited to touch the Lord, for Christ said, "A spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have." Christ, the Word of Life have we handled. 

5. The Word of Life which we declare , to whom we bear witness. Thank God that we have such a Messiah to preach. 

I. CHRIST, THE LIFE (1 John 1:2 ) 
Our verse reads, "For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us." 

1. The expression, "that Eternal Life." The sentence means that the Christ whom the Apostles heard, and saw, and looked upon, and handled, and to whom they bore witness, was the Christ who in the eternal past was with the Father. He Himself said, "I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father." Eternal life is without beginning and also without ending. Jesus Christ is the great "I Am," not merely the great "I Was," or "I Will Be." There is no past with Him, and there is no future, for, He dwells in an eternal n-o-w . He said, "I am Alpha." that is, the Beginning; He also said, "I am * * Omega," the Ending; He did not say I was, and I will be. 

2. The expression, "the Word of Life." Jesus Christ was not only life. He was the Word that creates life, the Word that gives life. The Epistle of Peter says, "Being born again, * * by the Word of God." James, in his Epistle, writes, being begotten "by the Word of truth." 

3. The expression, "the Life * * manifested." Here is something that we need to study. Christ was the manifestation of the life. The first chapter of John says, "The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten, of the Father,) full of Grace and Truth." John 1:18 says, "the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." Thus, Jesus Christ was the manifestation of the Father. He said, "Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known * * the Father?" 

II. CHRIST AND FELLOWSHIP (1 John 1:3 ) 
"That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

These words hold in them all the throbbing tenderness of those other words, "Abide in Me, and I in you." They hold the deeper significance of the words, "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one." Our Lord gave us the invitation to abide in Him, then He gave, in return, the promise, "I will abide in you." 

One day D. M. Stearns said to me, "Brother Neighbour, would you like a little string of pearls for your ten fingers?" Then he repeated the words of Hosea, "Thou shalt be for Me," Dr. Stearns said, "Now let me give the other five." "I will be for thee." There they were: ten pearls in all, How true is their story. That sweet union of Christ and His children is precious. 

Our fellowship, however, is not only with the Lord, but first of all with the Father, then, with the Son. This brings to our mind the statement of John 14:1-31 : "I will come unto you, and My Father will come unto you, and We will take up Our abode in you." It is not the Father alone without the Son, nor the Son without the Father, but the twain in the Spirit. 

What a hallowed relationship! 

III. CHRIST AND JOY (1 John 1:4 ) 
Our Scripture is short but wonderfully full of truth. Here it is: "And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full." 

1. The purport of His message. All we have been reading and considering thus far was written to give us joy. The Lord God does not want His children to be unhappy. He wants them to be filled with gladness and with song. Thirteen times in the little Epistle to the Philippians we read of joy and rejoicing. What, then, is the source of our joy? Here it is from His written Words. His Word is our joy, the Word of His promise, the Word of His revelation. 

2. He, Himself, is our joy. There is no contradiction here, We have just said His Word is our joy. Now, we say that He is our joy; for, He is the Word. Therefore, whatsoever the one does to us, the other will do. In John 15:1-27 Christ said the same thing: "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." He was anointed with the oil of gladness, and with joy above his fellows. If we have Him dwelling in us, we will have His joy dwelling within. 

One of the greatest verses in the Bible on joy is found in Galatians 5:22 . "The fruit of the Spirit is * * joy." joy does not depend upon the thing which we possess. It depends upon Him. He must be present with us. His Word must indwell us. 

IV. CHRIST OUR LIGHT (1 John 1:5 ) 
The absence of light is darkness. The way to dispel the darkness is to turn on the light. We have just spoken of life; how fitting that we shall now speak of light. Where there is no joy, there is darkness and gloom. Wherever there is joy there is light. Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. Therefore, He is the joy of the world. Jesus Christ is the joy of the world, therefore He is the Light of the world. As long as the world knows Him not, and receives Him not, the world will be in darkness, not only intellectual darkness, but the darkness of despair. 

There is a striking statement in the Book of Jude concerning those who deny our only Lord God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Jude says, To them is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. There is a solemn and illuminating statement found in the Book of Revelation: They have no need of sun, or moon, or stars to give them light, for the Lord God giveth them light "and the Lamb is the Light thereof." 

How sad is the statement, "Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil!" 

Light illumines the mind in the knowledge of Him. Light shines upon the pathway on which we walk. Light opens up the things to come. It scatters the shadows of the great beyond. The path of the just is as a lamp that shineth brighter and brighter unto the perfect day the day of perfect light. 

V. FELLOWSHIP AND LIGHT (1 John 1:6-7 ) 
1. Pretentiousness rebuked. "If we say that we have fellowship with Him. and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth." 

How many there are who delight in boasting of their religiousness, of their piety, pride, and holiness. They like to say that they walk with God and talk with God, and that God walks and talks with them. In other words they pretend that they are intimate in their relationship with the Father, and with the Son. 

God strongly rebukes those who falsely claim fellowship with Him, while they still walk in darkness. 

These pretentious people are like those in Ezekiel, who came as the people came, and sat before the Lord as His people. They even heard His words, but they never did them. They spoke much with their mouths, prating about their love, yet their hearts were going after covetousness. They spoke of the Lord as a. very lovely song, and yet they did not show Love. 

God demands sincerity, and despises pretense. The scribes and Pharisees loved to pray long prayers. They enlarged the borders of their garments, and made broad their phylacteries; and yet, they were not clean; they were merely "whited sepulchres, * * [filled with] dead men's bones." 

2. Realities confirmed. "But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another." It is not saying, we have fellowship with Him that counts, it is having fellowship. It is when we walk in the light "as He is in the light," that we have fellowship with Him. 

Incidentally, as a sequence, we then have fellowship with one another. The greatest tie that binds believers one to another is the tie that binds us to Christ, As the spokes of a wheel get nearer the hub, they get closer together. As we get nearer to our Lord, we get nearer to one another. 

VI. SCRIPTURAL HOLINESS (1 John 1:8-9 ) 
Let us carefully peruse our Scripture. "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 1 John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

1. Inherent sinlessness is impossible. Paul wrote, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." Some people boast that they are holy, but they arc not inherently holy. 

2. Sin is never in the new man, because the new man is begotten of God in righteousness, and in true holiness. That which is begotten of God sinneth not. 

We deceive ourselves when we say that we have no sin, We may not live in sin. In fact, we may not sin, but we have a nature that is corrupt, and is capable of sinning. 

3. If we walk in the Spirit we will not fulfill the lusts of our sinful nature, That, however, will not change our nature. 

Holiness, Scripturally understood, is Christ in us; the Holy Spirit ruling, Christ reigning, the old nature reckoned dead. 

If the old nature were dead , we would not need to reckon it dead. 

4. We should put off the old nature , pay no attention to it, refuse to listen to it. At the same time we should put on Christ, and walk in the new man, Let us remember, however, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves. 

It does not read, "if we say we are not sinning"; for we should all be able to say that we are not living in known sin. None of us, however, can say that we have no sin. If we took our eyes off Christ and walked in the old man, we should soon fall. 

VII. OUR HUMAN ASSERTIONS MAKE GOD A LIAR (1 John 1:10 ; 1 John 2:1-2 ) 
1. Destroying the basis of all redemption. "If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us." This expression looks backward to our past walk and life. 

If we say we have not sinned, we make God a liar inasmuch as He has written "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 

We do more than this. If we say we have not sinned we proclaim that God sent Christ to the Cross unnecessarily, inasmuch as he who is not a sinner, requires no Saviour. 

2. The call to a sinless life. The opening verse of chapter 2 reads. "My little children, these things write. I unto you, that ye sin not." 

We have sinned in the past, because we were walking in divers lusts. We were children of darkness, followers of Satan. 

Now, however, we are God's children, begotten of the Spirit. To us God says, "sin not." It is not necessary for us to sin because God has provided us with victory along every line. 

With the shield of faith we can quench all of the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

By faith we can overcome the world; and, if we walk in the Spirit we will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 

Why, then, should Christians sin? For, "greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the world." 

3. Sin and the sin-bearer. While the Apostle writes to us not to sin, he immediately adds, "And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 1 John 2:2 continues with "And He is the propitiation for our sins: and. not for our's only, but also for the sins of the whole world." "Propitiation" means that He is the "mercy seat" for our sins. We need not sin. 

We should not sin, we need not sin, but if we do sin, thank God there is a mercy seat, a place of cleansing through the Blood of Jesus Christ. We may not say we have not sinned; we may not say we have no sin; we may and should say, we are not sinning. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
CHRIST, THE INEVITABLE 

The story has come down to us from the early centuries that when the storm of persecution broke over the Christian church In Rome, the little company of believers besought Peter to seek refuge in flight. His sense, both of loyalty and of honor, rose up in protest. But his friends pleaded that their deaths would be only the loss of a few sheep of the fold, his would be the loss of the shepherd. He set out by night along the Appian Way. But as he traveled a vision flashed upon him of a figure clothed in white and a face crowned with thorns. "Quo vadis, domine?" "Whither goest Thou, Lord?" Peter cried to Christ, who answered, "To Rome to be crucified-instead of thee." 

"Into the night the vision ebbed like breath. 

And Peter turned and rushed on Rome and death." 

That is a parable of the inevitable Christ. Whether we seek Him or seek Him not, whether we are in the way of our duty or out of it, the vision of Christ shall meet us face to face. Rev. W. M. Clow. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-24
Children of God 
1 John 3:1-24 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
What a wonderful truth is this: "Now are we the sons of God." What! We who were once children of darkness, are now the children of light; we who were children of the wicked one, are now children of God. Yes, "Such we are." 

1. We are children by being born again; that is, we are children by nature, and not by culture. "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name: which were born * * of God." 

Did not Christ tell Nicodemus, "Ye must be born again"? Did He not say, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit"? 

We are begotten again by the Word of God which, abideth forever. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature ." 

2. We are by virtue of BIRTH members of God's Family. It is written, "Of whom the whole Family in Heaven and earth is named." That is why we call other Christians, "brother" or "sister": it is because we are of the same Heavenly Family, and are, accordingly, members one of another. 

Paul said to Philemon, "Paul * * and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon." A little later he said, "The saints are refreshed by thee, brother." Ananias, hearing of Saul the persecutor's conversion, went down to him and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord * * hath sent me," etc. 

If we are "brothers" we should be brotherly, and have the same care one for another. 

3. We are, as children, under the tutelage of the Father. In Hebrews we read, "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth," The word "chasteneth" carries with it the thought of "child traineth." He also "scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." If we receive not child training we axe bastards and not sons. 

Here is a beneficial result of our being the children of God. As children He loves us and trains us up into the measure of the full stature of sons. 

4. As children we are heirs. Here is a fact of great importance. We are heirs of God. and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 

This means that all that Christ, is and has is also ours. All the Father possesses, we possess. Let us not, therefore, bemoan our poverty, but the rather rejoice in our riches. 

"All things are ours." The things present are ours; the things to come are ours. 

"A tent or a cottage, why should! care? 

He's building a palace for me over there; 

Though exiled from Home, yet still I can sing, 

All glory to God, I'm a child of the King." 

5. As children of God, Heaven is our Home . Here is the promise: "It became Him, * * in bringing many sons unto Glory," etc. Yes, we are homeward bound. 

"My Heavenly Home is bright and fair, 

No sin nor pain, can enter there; 

Its glittering towers the world outshine, 

Those Heavenly Mansions shall be mine." 

One of these days God will gather His sons unto Himself, That will be a glory day. Christ prayed, "Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory." 

We are no more than pilgrims and. strangers here. We are journeying toward a City which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God. 

Let us rejoice in our sonship; and seek, day by day, to give honor unto our Heavenly Father in all we say and do. 

I. THE UNSPEAKABLE LOVE OF OUR HEAVENLY FATHER (1 John 3:1 ) 
1. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us." Who can measure the unmeasurable love of God? Yet the Spirit prays that we may know what is the height and depth and the length and breadth of the love of God; a love that passeth understanding. The love of God is many-sided in its operations toward men, and toward redeemed saints. To us who have known His redemptive love at Calvary, there comes the sweetest note from the voice of God, saying, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God," and such we are. 

We who were alienated from God by evil works, are now sons of God. We are sons with all those tender relationships that belong to children. We are sons with all the nearness to God that sonship includes; we are sons with the added glories of heirship given unto us. 

Indeed we cry, "Behold, what manner of love!" 

2. "Therefore the world knoweth us not." The world knoweth us not because of our relationship to God. It is not so much that Satan hates men, or that he works against their interests in all things not that. It is when men throw off allegiance to him, and by the new birth become sons of God, that he begins to fight against us. 

There were many Jews in Germany who had nothing to do in fact or in spirit with the slaying of the German official in Paris; nevertheless, because they were Jews, they were made to suffer with the Jews. And, if we are Christians, we are immediately thrown under the reproach of them that reproach our Lord. 

The world knoweth us not. What does that mean? It means that it refuses to recognize us, that it isolates us from its company. 

Christ will say to those who have failed to love Him and serve Him with their heart, "I know you not"; even so the world knows us not, because it knows Him not. 

Let us gladly go with Him, therefore, without the camp and bear His reproach. 

II. WHAT WE SHALL BE (1 John 3:2 ) 
1. We now are sons. Without this statement none of the rest could be true. The first and the vital thing is that we are sons. We are not merely servants, although we should serve faithfully. We are sons because we have been born from above. This is the relationship that we hold as dear. 

2. Some things do not yet appear. It doth not yet appear what we shall be. We know that we shall be with Him. However, we do not know the exceeding riches of His grace in those eternal ages which shall be made manifest in times to come. 

3. We shall be like Him. We do not know many things, but we know one thing, that, when He shall appear we shall be like Him. While we are upon the earth we bear the image of His earthly body; when we are in the Glory we shall bear the image of His Heavenly body. "Our citizenship is in Heaven from whence we look for the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change these bodies of our humiliation and fashion them like unto the body of His glory." Our new body will be a real body, even as He, in resurrection, had a real body, 

4. We shall see Him as He is. Here is a second thing we know. We know we shall see Him. Many of the saints of the first century saw Him. He walked in their midst. He had fellowship with them. He ate with them, sat with them. We, too, shall one day see Him. In fact, we shall be forever with the Lord. Now we are with Him, in faith. Then we shall be with Him in person. 

III. THE PURIFYING HOPE (1 John 3:3 ) 
1. What is our HOPE? Sometimes we may grow saddened as we observe the tendency of the age to turn away from God. We, too, may be for the time in heaviness because of the fiery trials which fall upon us; but we are not like those who have no hope. 

The man who digs for gold is perfectly willing to go through privations and sorrows and troubles in order that he may obtain the precious metal. The Apostle Peter wrote very pointedly about these things, when he said: "But the God of all grace who hath railed us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while." 

If the Captain of our salvation suffered that He might lead many sons Home to Glory, should we not be ready to suffer as we journey Glory-ward? 

2. The purifying power of our hope. The Blessed Hope of the coming Lord, and of the glory which is yet to be revealed in us, is God's great call and our own great incentive to holiness. 

Our key text says; "Every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure." One of the Epistles speaks of what manner of men we ought to be, as we anticipate these wonderful things which are about to come to pass. Another epistle says; that we "should live soberly, righteously, and godly, * * looking for that Blessed Hope." 

The Lord Jesus Himself said that the one who said that the Lord delayed His Coming, would begin to eat and drink with the drunken. It was when the sense of the coming Bridegroom gripped the life, and the announcement of His coming was heard, that the virgins were aroused to trim their lamps and replenish their oil. 

Beloved, if we are setting our affection on the things which are above, and waiting and looking and longing in hope for the. hour when. Christ shall appear in glory, then let us mortify our members which are upon the earth, and let us live lives of purity filled with service until we shall see Him. 

IV. CHILDREN ARE CALLED UNTO HOLINESS (1 John 3:4-9 ) 
1. He was manifested to take away our sins. When the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son. The happiest announcement the world had ever heard up to that time, was the announcement to the shepherds, "Unto you is born this clay in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 

That Saviour came to take away our sins. 

2. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not. The Lord was manifested to take away our sin, and this He could do because in Him there is no sin. Having done His Calvary work, He rose again and sent forth the Holy Spirit to empower us in our new life. It is for that reason that He said: "Little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not." 

He that sinneth is of the devil, and Christ came to destroy the works of the devil. If we abide in Him, in His risen life, we will not sin. 

3. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin. We are now looking at the sin question from a different angle. The one who is born of God has God's seed remaining in him. The new man is begotten in righteousness and true holiness. He is God-begotten, and not God-created. Being born of God, the believer will not commit sin in the sense of living in sin. If we walk in the Spirit we shall not be fulfilling the lusts of our flesh. 

Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. The child of God may sin, but God says, "Sin not." The new man begotten of God cannot sin, and the old man may be reckoned powerless, until he will not sin. 

V. HOW DIVINE SONSHIP IS MANIFESTED (1 John 3:10-15 ) 
1. Sonship is manifested by righteousness. 1 John 3:10 says: "In this the children of God are. manifest." Then the Spirit tells us that he "that doeth not righteousness is not of God." How are we to know that men and women are the children of God? "By their fruits ye shall know them." They are known by their works, by the way they live, by the way they talk, by the way they walk, by all things whatsoever they do and are. 

We once walked according to the course of this world; now we are other-worldly, and we walk as children of the light should walk. 

2. Sonship is manifested by brotherly love. 1 John 3:14 says: "We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." 1 John 3:12 speaks of Cain who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. He slew him because his own works were evil while his brother's works were righteous. 

The message we have heard from the beginning is, that we should love one another. A man who does not love his brother is manifestly the child of the devil. Our text says, "He that loveth not his brother abideth in death." It also says "whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him." 

3. Sonship is distinct from Cain's attitude to his brother. We are glad that the Holy Spirit puts Cain in as an example. Cain slew his brother, and the voice of his brother's blood cried from the ground. We must remember that six out of the ten Commandments have to do with our attitude toward one another. Whether the Commandment be, "Honour thy father and thy mother," or "Thou shalt not kill," or any other Commandment, they will reveal to us our attitude to our brother. 

Let us not be like Cain, who slew his brother, for we know that no murderer hath eternal life. 

VI. THE LOVE OF TRUE SONSHIP EXEMPLIFIED (1 John 3:16-18 ) 
1. The love of God should indwell our hearts. What is the love of God? It is this: that He laid down His life for us. We ought, therefore, to lay down our lives for the brethren. Is this asking too much? Not at all. Are we not to walk in His steps, to do as He did, to love as He loved, to give ourselves to others as He gave Himself for us? We do not mean that we can die a sacrificial death, because God only could do that. We do mean that the spirit which dominated Christ in His willingness to die should dominate us. 

2. Our love should be full of tender compassion. If we see our brother in need, and we shut up our bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in us? if we have plenty, we should share our plenty with him in his poverty and need. What we have, we received from God; for every good and perfect gift cometh down from above. Shall we then hoard our gifts and our blessings? 

"Have you had a kindness shown? 

Pass it on; 

'Twas not giv'n to thee alone 

Pass it on." 

3. Our love should be of the heart, and not merely of the lip. 1 John 3:18 says: "My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth." The Holy Spirit through James writes, "If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?" 

Loving, therefore, in word, is just wasted energy and it means nothing. We must show our love in our deeds. Suppose God had merely said He loved us: would we have believed Him? We know He loved us because, while we were yet sinners. Christ died for us. 

VII. THE PLACE OF FULL ASSURANCE FOR SONS (1 John 3:19-24 ) 
1. Blessed assurance. 1 John 3:19 says: "And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him." It is in Hebrews that we read, "Let us draw near * * in full assurance of faith." We heard the author of Blessed Assurance sing her song, and we enjoyed it. 

"Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine, 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory Divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His Blood." 

2. Unhappy condemnation. 1 John 3:20 says: "For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart." It is a fearful state of affairs when we know not whom we have believed, and when we have no assurance that He is able to keep that which we have committed unto Him. 

The seventh chapter of Romans gives us a little touch of the cry of a dissatisfied and self-condemned soul. Here is the cry: "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" 

3. Perfect confidence. 1 John 3:21 says, "Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God." The place of confidence is the only place of rest. If we cannot say "We know," "we cannot say that we have peace. Let us, on the other hand, see what a perfect confidence toward God the Spirit brings to us. 

Confidence brings us assurance when we pray. 1 John 3:22 tells us that "whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." When we are living in the place of "no condemnation;" we are living in the place of power in prayer. There is such a place. Read Romans 8:1 and find out where it is. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The day we became children of God was the greatest change we have ever known, and it was a change to the better. 

"Yesterday I heard two men deploring the present condition of things in the business world, and one said to the other, 'People in making a change often find it is for the worse.' 

Business is always more or less a venture, a hazard. Multitudes are smarting today over 'changes' made on the financial checkerboard. Some blame themselves, some blame the times, and some blame 'the other fellow.' But a change has been made for which they are sorry. 

But I gladly and emphatically affirm that I made one change that has been to my everlasting advantage. No regret, in this respect, has ever been mine. Nor has one ever been found among the countless millions of time who made the change, who regretted it. 

In God's infallible Guidebook to Glory, Christ speaks to His servant Paul from the Paradise of God, informing him that His Gospel is "to turn (all who receive it) from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, to receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in Me' (Acts 26:18 )." 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-21
Testing the True and the False 
1 John 4:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We have in our opening verses some important admonitions, and also some important instructions. 

1. Important admonitions. 
(1) "Believe not every spirit." Some people seem always ready to take up with anything that comes along. They forget that there are two spirits that work among the children of men. As our verse says, "Many false prophets are gone out into the world." These false prophets and teachers, in as far as they can, imitate the true. 

You will remember the words of God through Paul: "For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ, And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers be transformed as the ministers of righteousness." 

What then shall true Christians do, in the midst of so much that is false? Here is our second admonition: 

(2) "Try the spirits whether they are of God." But how may we try the spirits? Well, for one thing, we may try them by their works. One cannot gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of thistles. A bitter fountain cannot bring forth sweet water. Therefore by their works ye shall know them. 

There is, however, another way, which is the right way and the best way. Bring your doctrine concerning Christ and lay it down and see if they measure up to its statements. 

First, you confess that Jesus Christ is God manifest in flesh. Do they so confess Him? We said one time, "A man who denies the Deity of Christ is yet in sins." 

Second, you confess that Jesus Christ is coming in the flesh. "For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an. antichrist" (R. V.). 

2. Important Instructions. These are written for us in the Second Epistle of John. How are we to act toward these false spirits? Shall we fraternize with them? Shall we welcome them to our feasts of love, and fellowship with them in spiritual things? Here is God's Divinely given word: "If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not unto your house, neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." 

In Second Thessalonians we have this command: "Now we command you, brethren, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us." 

This is an age of denials. Everything vital to the faith is being cast away. Shall we prove traitors to the faith, and to the Lord? God forbid! 

The Holy Spirit wrote expressly, "In the latter times some shall depart, from the faith." What then? Let us prove ourselves good ministers of Jesus Christ, "nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine." 

I. THE POWER OF THE VICTORIOUS LIFE (1 John 4:4 ) 
1. Overcoming saints. The first two chapters of Revelation speak of the seven overcomers . There are seven special crowns to these seven groups who overcome in their conflict against the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

We urge every child of God who reads these words to stop and ask himself If he is, in truth, an overcomer. 

A certain believer said to me, "I am sometimes up, sometimes down, and mostly down." Is this as it should be? Do we concede that there is no place of victory in the life of the saint? Must we be forever the slaves of sin and Satan? Must we be forever under the power of our sinful self, the old man? 

Does the Blood of Christ save us from sin's penalty, only to leave us dupes and slaves to sin's power? Do we cry "O wretched man that I am"? Do we drag around with us a body of death, a body that we cannot shake off? 

If the above is the story of our lives, we are living far beneath our privileges, Victory is cars, if we will take it. 

2. The key to victory. Here it is: "Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world." This Scripture grants that Satan is great, but it affirms that Christ is greater. It also states that Satan energizes men. The Christian also has an energizing power which worketh in Him. God did not leave His children alone to fight the battles of life. He plainly teaches that our bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost who is in us. He also tells us that He will take up His abode in us, and that the Father will also enter in. 

With the Triune God within us, there is nothing in the line of overcoming which may not be ours. Power belongeth unto God, and it belongeth unto us when we claim it. 

II. A DESCRIPTION OF THE UNREGENERATE (1 John 4:5 ) 
1. There are three things said of the unsaved 

(1) They are of the world. We would not need to go far to prove this. The treasures of the wicked are in the world. Their hope is in the world. Their heart is in the world. There is a statement in the Book of Ecclesiastes that describes them perfectly. It is this: "Under the sun." Twenty-nine times the words occur. The man of the world never gets above the sun in his vision. 

(2) They speak of the world. Their conversation betrays them as being earth-centered. They talk about mundane things. Where their treasure is, their heart is. Where their heart is, their speech is. 

(3) The world heareth them. They use the language of the world. They speak of the things of the world, and the world hears what they say. 

2. There are three things said of the saved: 
(1) We are of God. Our beginning is of God, because we were born by the Spirit. Our continuance is of God, because we walk in the Spirit. Our aim is of God, because we live for the Spirit and the things of the Spirit. Our power is of God, because the Spirit enables us. Our great consummation of life is of God, because we will dwell with Him eternally. 

(2) God heareth us. We know this because our prayers ascend to Him, and His answers are relayed to us. Our conversation is in Heaven, He hears us when we praise Kim and magnify His Name. He hears us when we preach and publish abroad the glad tidings. He hears us when we make our requests known unto Him. 

(3) He that is not of God heareth not us. We can easily tell whether a man is of God, and of the truth, for if he is of the truth his ears will be open to our testimony concerning the truth. If he is not of God he will not hear us, but will be ready to follow the spirit of error. 

III. WHERE LOVE WAS BORN (1 John 4:7 ) 
We are going to give, you a little poem which we wrote recently on this very line: 

True love was bora in Heav'n and came to man, 

Hid in the breast of Jesus Christ, the Lord: 

It was a love no human e'er could span, 

A love by God and angels all-adored; 

That love was seen in doing others good. 

It carried mercies o'er Judea's hills; 

A love that in the God-man only could 

Have been expressed to banish human ills; 

That love came forth from God for us to be 

A sacrifice for sin, to save the soul, 

And lift us up to dwell with God on high; 

That love loved on, where earthly loves all flee, 

It loved the loveless, loved from pole to pole, 

It loved in death, though it can never die. 

1. Love is of God. The love that dwells in the heart of a believer is not a love that was begotten of the Adamic man. It is the love that came down from Heaven. It is the love which is of God. 

It is written, "The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts." Remember that it is not a love toward God. but it is the love of God. We are possessors of His love. He puts His joy in us. He gives us His own peace, so we may not marvel that He gives us also His love, 

2. Everyone that loveth is born of God. We love others because the love of God Is in us. We love with His love. He loves through us. If we do not know God, we cannot know His love, and if we do not have God, we cannot have His love. Do not ever say you are going to try to love so and so. Stop trying and pray, "O God. put Thy love in me for so and so." 

3. Let us love one another. If love is of God, and everyone that loveth is born of God, then everyone that is born of God will love others. It is by this that all men will know that we are His disciples. He that loveth not knoweth not God. 

IV. THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD'S LOVE (1 John 4:9-11 ) 
1. The love of God is distinct from human love. We know that men love their own. They love the things of the world. However, the love of God is a higher, holier love. When we think of love from the Divine viewpoint we think of Ephesians 2:1-22 where it says: "But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, * * hath quickened us together with Christ, by grace ye are saved." 

Human love centers in those things that are lovely at least in the things which attract and hold us in their power. Divine love loves the unlovely, the things which do not attract or please. Let us study, therefore, the manifestation of the love of God. 

2. The love of God is manifested in the gift of His only begotten Son. This gift was given to sinners, to the unlovely, the unrighteous, that we might live through Him, even through the Son of God. 

3. The love of God is manifested because He sent His Son to be the Propitiation for our sins. This carries with it all the agonies of the Cross, the bitter cup which He drank for us. 

When rivers cease their course to run, 

And seas are dry; 

When nevermore shall shine the sun 

To light the sky; 

When mountains all have turned to dust, 

And rocks are gone; 

When gold and silver turn to rust, 

He still loves on. 

His love will never let us go, 

Though all else fail; 

He still loves on with overflow 

Love doth prevail; 

Nor life, nor death, nor anything 

Can sever me: 

Thou lovest on; to Thee I cling 

Eternally. 

V. HOW WE KNOW WE ARE SAVED (1 John 4:12-14 ) 
1. We know we have never seen God at any time. God is a Spirit and they who worship Him, worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

2. We know God dwelleth in us. We have never seen Him with the naked eye, but we have felt His presence in us. We have felt His love throbbing within our bosom. 

Christians have a love that will not let them go, a love to the fallen, to the lost in sin; a love to the man and woman who lost their virtue; a love to the heathen who dwell in darkness across the seas. 

3. We know that we dwell in Him. We know we are in Him for the simple reason that He is in us. and because He hath given unto us of His Spirit. Within our inner being there is something which cries, "Abba, Father." 

We know He is in us because, in the night hours, He gives us a song. We often hear Him, as, with a quiet, still voice, He whispers words of love and cheer. 

4. We know and have seen and testified that the Father sent the Son. The world may not know this, but we know it. The world may not believe it, but we believe it. We know that Jesus Christ came to be the Saviour of the world, He shed His Blood upon the Cross that we might live, How thankful we. are that the Christian life is not a think-so, or a guess-so life. We speak the things we do know, and testify the things we have seen. 

Christianity to us is experimental. It is real. It is genuine. We regret that the old days, when saints told their experiences in the prayer services, are almost past. 

VI. THE BELIEVER AND HIS CONFESSION (1 John 4:15-17 ) 
1. The confession of Jesus Christ accompanies real salvation. There was a woman who touched the hem of Christ's garment and sought to slip away. Christ, however, said, "Who touched Me?" And when she saw that she could not be hid, she came and told Him all what had been done unto her. 

In Romans 10:9 it is written: "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." 

Then it says: "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 

The teaching of the above Scripture to us is that he that loveth the light, will come to the light. When real salvation comes into any heart, the lips are unstopped. The words may not be many, but they will at least proclaim that something new has come to pass. The Lord said: "Go * * tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee." Not all saints are called to preach, but all saints are called upon to confess that Jesus is the Son of God. 

2. What the confession reports. It reports, first of all, that Christ is the Son of God. Secondly, it confesses its faith in that Son. 1 John 4:16 says: "We have known and believed the love that God hath to us." 

The first chapter of John's Epistle says: "That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life." You will grant that when something such as that expressed in this Scripture has happened to us, we have something to talk about. 

VII. THE MANIFESTATION OF THE LOVE OF SAINTS (1 John 4:18-21 ) 
1. Love is seen in that fear is gone. There is no fear in love, for perfect love casteth out fear. In fear there is torment. Therefore, be that feareth is not made perfect in his love. 

The child who dwells in perfect love has no fear of his parents. When, however, he has disobeyed and has done wrong, immediately there is fear. He will hide away. 

That is exactly what Adam and Eve did. They hid in the trees of the garden. They ran away from God. Sin always brings separation and fear. 

2. Love is seen in our love to God. We love Him because He first loved us. He that loveth God is born of God and knoweth God. Christianity is not a life built around a system of rules. We are not Christians because we go to church, because we have memorized a creed, and we go through a form of service. We are Christians because we have believed with our hearts and because we love our Lord. 

3. Love is seen in that we love our brother. 1 John 4:20 says: "If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar." If we love not our brother whom we have seen, think you that we can love our God whom we have not seen? 

"Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above." 

When we have the love of God in our hearts, we cannot hate our brother. The commandment which we have from Him is that he who loveth God love his brother also. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The created always recognizes the touch of the creator. In a certain quaint town, much delight was taken in a set of unusual chiming bells In the cathedra! tower. The music they made was a delight to ail who heard. One day, however, to the sorrow and disappointment of the whole town, the bells refused to respond to the efforts of the sexton to set them ringing. The sexton could not locate the detect. Experts were called; but it seemed no one was able to discover what the trouble was, or where it lay. Time passed, and the sorrow of the people grew keener. 

One day an old man appeared. He said he could fix the bells. Doubting his ability, they at first refused to listen; but when he persisted, consent was finally given. Up the tower he went. In a short time the chimes were pealing forth. "Who are you?" was the question they thought pertinent at the time. "I am the maker of the bells," was the calm reply. 

Verses 7-19
God's Wonderful Love Story 
John 3:16 ; 1 John 4:7-19 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We wish to give our whole attention today to one verse of Scripture. It stands before us as an unfathomable river of blessing. Some one has called John 3:16 "the Gospel in a nutshell." 

Let us notice for our first statement The Great Lover. 
Who is it that so loves the world? It is God. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, the Divine Trinity loves us, and yet John 3:16 is speaking particularly of the love of the Father because the verse says "God so loved * * that He gave His * * SON." Let us then think of God, the Lover, for a few moments. 

1. The common conception of God. To the carnal mind, God is often a tyrant who is driving men to hell. The heathen spend much of their time trying to propitiate an angry God. The medicine men and the dancers of wild tribes all imagine that God is a God of terror. We have read of as many as thirty-six thousand babes who have been ruthlessly murdered in order to appease the imaginary wrath of the Almighty. 

In India the babes are thrown into the Ganges with the same argument. Even in a so-called Christian country, and sometimes in pulpits, God is described as a God of wrath, while His Son, Christ, is pictured as seeking to placate His anger, and to induce Him to love sinful men. Not for one moment would we overlook the fact of "the wrath of God" being "revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." However, by the side of this we would place the God of love, who was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. 

Even in John 3:16 there is a vision of the wrath of God in the word, perish. However, the verse, as a whole, is love superabounding over wrath. It is love finding the way out, and showing how God can be just and yet the Justifier of those who believe. 

2. God's part in redemption. God knew that man would sin, and therefore before He created him, He gave Jesus Christ to die for sin. The Bible says that Christ was "delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God." He was "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." God the Father is the great Lover of men. While He is a holy God, and cannot receive into His presence the unclean; while He is a just God, and cannot justify the guilty, yet He planned redemption in such a way that He could satisfy the righteous demands of the Law, uphold the honor of His justice, and save the lost. In all of this, one thing is seen, and that is our next point. 

3. God, the Lover of men. As we think of the Almighty, the Creator, the Provider of the human race, we think of Him with a love that absolutely surpasses knowledge. It is in the Book of Titus that we find these words, "But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared * * according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour." In this Scripture the Father and the Son are spoken of as our Saviour. We think of Jesus loving us, and He did, but God loved us supremely. 

I. "GOD SO LOVED," OR THE DEPTH OF HIS LOVE (John 3:16 ) 
"So" is the biggest little word in the Bible. Included in the word "so" are all of the agonies of the Cross, and all of the riches of God's grace; in the gift of His Son, are all the depths, the heights, the breadths, and lengths of grace. 

In Ephesians 3:18-19 Paul is praying for the saints that they may "comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge." Did you ever try to fathom an unfathomable depth? Did you ever try to know the unknowable? That is just what Paul prayed we might do. After his prayer he said, "Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory." 

How the little word "so" remains with us. We revel in its beauty. The love of God is a love that knows no end. It is a love that never fails. It is a love that loves unto the end. Many waters cannot quench His love. Neither can the floods drown it. This should all be true of our love to Him. It is certainly true of His love to us. "Having loved His own * * He loved them unto the end." To know Him is to love Him, because our love is born of His love. We love Him because He first loved us. Because of His love, we ought also to love one another. 

O what love now enraptures my soul, 

O what grace doth my spirit control; 

For the Saviour is mine, and His love-light doth shine; 

And the billows of joy o'er me roll. 

O My Saviour is more than a friend, 

And His love knows no change to the end; 

'Neath the smile of His face, and the wealth of His grace, 

All the beauties of Heaven do blend. 

II. THE WORLD THE OBJECT OF HIS LOVE 
It is easy for us who are saved to want to monopolize God's love. That God loved us, we know. That we love Him, we know. However, the love of John 3:16 is His own all-inclusive love. It is His love to all of the world. 

1. God's love to Israel set forth. In the Old Testament we read concerning Israel these words: "[He] did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; * * but because the Lord loved you." Here is a gripping statement, God did not love Israel because of what Israel was numerically, nor in any other way. He loved them because He loved them. There is something about the love of God that is indescribable and incomprehensible. When God tried to tell His people why He loved them He simply said because He loved them. Call "because" a woman's reason, if you want to, but here it is God's reason. 

2. God's love to the Church set forth. Christ loved the Church, and bought it with His Blood. "For we know the love which God hath toward us." In our Scripture for today there is much of the love of God toward His own. God loves, because God is love. God manifested His love toward us. 

3. God's love to the world set forth. In Romans 5:8 is this statement. "God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." In Revelation 1:5 is a verse that is, perhaps, still more striking: "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His Own Blood." That is, God loved us before He washed us. 

He loved me when, a sinner, 

I trampled on His love, 

He loved me still, though straying, 

I spurned His Home above; 

And still He loved; and loving, 

For me He bled and died, 

Then loving on and wooing, 

He drew me to His side. 

III. HE GAVE HIS SON THE GIFT OF HIS LOVE 
When we speak of the supreme Lover, we delight in speaking of the manifestations of His love, of the gift of His love, and of how He proves His love to us. 

1. He loved us and gave all things richly to enjoy. When God created the Heavens and the earth, He commanded the earth to bring forth fruit. When God filled the earth with beasts and birds, fish and creeping things, in all of this He was working for man. He was storing the earth, and even the air with everything which man would need, and He saw that it was good. 

2. He loved and gave us the Word. What a marvelous gift it is, God's love letter is God's revelation of things to come, God's expression of His heart toward men. 

3. He loved and gave us the Holy Ghost. In Luke 11:1-54 we read, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" What a gift is the Paraclete! 

4. He loved and gave us His Son. He gave Him as a teacher. He gave Him as a healer. Jesus went about doing good. All of this was the gift of God. The supreme gift of the Son, however, was that He gave the Son to be our Sin-bearer. "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

IV. "WHOSOEVER" THE EXTENT OF HIS LOVE 
There is one great joy, and that is that the love of God is all-inclusive. Rich and poor, peer and pauper, good and bad all come under the word, "whosoever." 

An old blacksmith was trying to read John 3:16 . When he came to the word, "whosoever," his knowledge of letters was too circumscribed. He could not make the word out. He read, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that * *," and then he desired so much to know the next word. He laid his book aside awaiting the return of his daughter from school. He put his finger on the word, when she came in, and said, "What is this, daughter?" She said, "It is 'whosoever,' and it means me, or you, or anybody else." He clapped his finger down on the word as though it might get away, and said, "Thank God, that means me!" 

1. Whosoever signifies that Christ tasted death for every man. No man is lost because there was no provision for his being found. No man is lost because his sins knew no atonement, Christ died for all. 

2. Whosoever means that God sent His messengers to every man. The command was, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." None are excluded. 

"None are excluded thence 

But those who do themselves exclude; 

Welcome the learned, the polite, 

The ignorant, the rude." 

3. Whosoever includes every son of Adam. It is an all-embracing word. It is not a question of whether you are invited, it is a question of whether you want to believe. Sin and shame, in Him will find a Saviour who can save to the uttermost. 

V. BELIEVING IN HIM, OR THE RECEPTION OF HIS LOVE 
1. There are some who spurn God's love as manifested in Christ. Isaiah 53:1-12 must stand before us as an exponent, not alone of God's saving grace, but of man's sinfulness of heart. Isaiah 53:3 says, "We hid as it were our faces from Him; * * we esteemed Him not. * * We did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. * * We have turned every one to his own way." Oh, how vile is the heart that rejects the Son of God! If men in their sin were rejecting an enemy, it would be different. 

In the second chapter of Romans there is a statement like this: "Not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance." The man who despiseth God, despises the riches of His goodness, of His forbearance, and of His long-suffering. 

2. Those who accept His love. Not all spurn it. In Acts it is told how "some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not." To believe in Him, is to turn to Him. We believe it was Robert L. Stevenson who wrote, "Oh, my friend, teach me to be thine." 

The story is told how when Caesar saw Brutus, his own familiar friend, come to him with a dagger, it quite vanquished him. How can we help but love Christ? How can we refrain from believing Him? "We love Him, because He first loved us." 

VI. "SHOULD NOT PERISH" THE ASSURANCE OF HIS LOVE 
1. Men are under Satan's power. Jesus Christ came to open the prison bars, and to set the captive free. This was God's gift, and He does not want men to remain trapped by the devil. 

2. Men are sin-driven. There are not only dangers from without, which engulf sinners, but there is the power of the flesh within, the sinful self that holds men captive. God loved us, and gave Christ to deliver us so that we should not perish under the reign of self. 

3. Men are hell-bound. The wicked shall be cast into hell, and all nations that forget God. God loved us and gave Jesus Christ, His Son, that we might not perish, and become engulfed in the powers and darkness of the pit. 

We delight in that wonderful story of the Good Shepherd who went out after the sheep which was lost. He stayed out until he found it, and when he found it he put it upon his shoulders, and brought it home rejoicing. When we think of the love of God in Christ, we think of a love that will not let us perish, that will not let us go. 

"O Love that wilt not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in Thee; 

I give Thee back the life I owe, 

That in Thine ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be." 

Let us close with that wonderful statement which was written by the Holy Ghost, "I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." This is the love of God which assures us that we will never perish. 

VII. "EVERLASTING LIFE," OR THE CLIMAX OF HIS LOVE 
How unfathomable is the word, "everlasting." Some one has suggested that eternity might be described by a bird which carried the grains from every seashore to some distant planet, and this one grain each year until all was gone, and then eternity would just have begun. This life is everlasting. 

1. There is included the city of gold, the new Jerusalem, the new heavens, and the new earth. These will be the abode of the saints forevermore. We shall dwell where sin and sorrow, sighing and sickness, penury and pain, can never enter. We shall dwell in the city of light. We shall walk in the Garden of God, and eat of the fruit of the tree of life, of the tree which bears twelve manner of fruit. We shall pass down by the river of the water of life, clear as crystal. 

2. There is included the reunion of the saints. This is for all those who are in Christ, they shall live forever together, knowing as they are known forevermore. From the east, and from the west; from the north and from the south, they will come, and sit down together in the Kingdom of God with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and with the redeemed. 

3. There is included God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. No more of separation; no more of isolation, but eternal fellowship. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Love is Heaven's great gift. God's love in its endurance is well illustrated by a mother's love. 

The end came happily to Mrs. Ellen Brown because the son for whom she had waited and watched for ten years was at her side. Today he followed her to the grave. 

Everybody in Newburgh knew the sad-faced little woman who had haunted railroad stations and boat landings for a decade. Often she went across to Fishkill to watch the arrival of the New York Central trains. 

"I am waiting for my son," she told those who questioned her. "He will come back to me some day," 

Richard Brown was only seventeen when he left his home. His mother never heard from him. 

A month ago Mrs. Brown became grievously ill and was taken to St. Luke's Hospital. The doctors knew that she would not leave it alive. Each morning she asked whether there was news from her son. They knew that it was the longing to see him that kept her alive. 

A week ago Richard Brown returned to Newburgh. He went to the hospital. There was no surprise in the little mother's face, but only a great joy. 

From that time she failed rapidly. She died with her boy's hand in hers, with peace and happiness in her heart. 

J. W. C. 

Verses 7-21
The Love of God Chapter 
1 John 4:7-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We have always thought of the thirteenth chapter of I Corinthians as the Love Chapter. However, we have in the Word of God another chapter which is filled with the love of God. That is the fourth chapter of First John. This latter chapter predominates in God's love toward us, but it also stresses our love one for another. 

1. The love of God toward the whole world. John 3:16 tells us that God so loved the world. This is not a love of the lips, but a love of the heart, a love that is genuine. 

When we remember that the constituents of the world are the children of the wicked one; that the whole world lieth in darkness even until now; that the world knew not the Lord Jesus when He came; that the world is corrupt to the core; we are more than amazed that God "so loved the world." 

In Romans 5:8 , however, we read that "God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

In the first chapter of Revelation, we read, "unto Him [that] loved us, and washed us from our sins." Accordingly, He loved, us before we were washed, The love of God toward the world of the unregenerate is a love that stands ready to lift up the fallen, to heal the helpless, to save the lost. It is the love of compassion of forgiveness, it is the love which culminated in the Calvary work of the Son of God. 

2. The love of God toward His own children. This love is distinct from and different to the love of God toward the wicked. The Bible tells us that we should seek to know the "height and the depth, the length and the breadth, of the love of Christ." 

The Bible cries out, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" The response is, that nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. We delight in that Scripture which describes the longsuffering of God's love. "Having loved His own * * He loved them unto the end." 

God does love the world. He does love the sinner. But He has a special and a peculiar love toward His own. 

We delight in that expression in the seventh chapter of Deuteronomy, Deuteronomy 7:7 , where we read, "The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because you were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people": nay, it was not what was in us, but what He could put in us; it was not what we were, but what He could make of us, that made Him love us. 

Somehow or other, Deuteronomy 7:8 is the best of all; Deuteronomy 7:7 says, "The Lord did not set His love upon you," because, of what ye were; Deuteronomy 7:8 says the Lord did set His love upon us, "because He loved you." The word "because" is claimed to be a woman's reason. If one asks her why she does so and so she says, "Because." Because, however, is also God's reason. He knew that we could not fathom the reason for His love, so He just said, that He loved us, because He loved us. 

I. THE EXPRESSION OF HIS LOVE (1 John 4:9 ) 
In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world that we might live through Him. 

Some people delight in speaking of God's wonderful gifts toward men in His natural creations the sun, the moon, the stars, and the heavens above; the earth, filled with everything for a man's needs: this is their conception of God's love, and God did give us all things richly to enjoy, because He loved us. 

1. The gift of His Son, however, is the climatic manifestation of God's love toward us. We do not marvel, that the angelic host broke loose with the praise when they saw the infant Christ, lying in the manger. That Christ who came down from Heaven above, was sent of God. 

The reason the Son was sent into the world was that we might live through Him. He did not come primarily that we might behold the Father in Him; He did not come merely that He might show us how to live; He came to give us Life. He came to lift our feet out of the miry clay, and to place them on a rock. 

There is a wonderful story in the fifteenth chapter of Ezekiel, wherein God came to His people Israel. He describes Israel as cast out, unloved, and unpitied. There were none to have compassion upon them, when He passed by. Then He came unto them when they were in their blood, and said, "Live; yea, [He] said unto [them] when [they were in their] blood, Live." 

In Ephesians we read of how we were dead in trespasses and in sins but how "God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, * * hath quickened us, * * and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together [with Him] in heavenly places." 

With these words stated the Holy Spirit cries out, "For by grace are ye saved." Thus it was that God's love and mercy quickened us, gave us a new Life; raised us, gave us a new position; seated us, gave us a new fellowship. 

When we contemplate what we were in sin, and what we are in grace, we cannot but break forth with paeans of praise, for the love wherewith He loved us. 

II. THE DIVINE CONTRAST (1 John 4:10 ) 
Our verse says, "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

1. The frailties of human love. Sometimes we talk of our love to one another, of the depth of our love for so and so, of how much we love God. Our Lord, however, says, "Herein is love, not that we loved God." 

We delight in singing, "My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine." We delight in. telling about how, for Him, "all the pleasures of sin we resign." We ardently sing "If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now." Yet, our text says, "Herein is love, not that we loved God." 

2. The marvels of the Divine love. The text continues, "Not that we loved God, but that He loved us." Perhaps both in testimony and in song we should speak less of our own love, and more of His, We should not parade what we are, or what we do, or how we love; we should magnify what He is, what He did, and how He loves. 

3. The Divine love, seen in the Mercy Seat. This should be the theme of our song. "[He] sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins," We see ourselves as sinners, undone, corrupt, vile, worthy of death. We see in God's love for us the basis of His love that basis of love is the Cross of Christ, because the Cross of Christ provides for the propitiation of our sins. The word "propitiation" suggests the Mercy Seat, where we may come, and plead His grace. 

Hereafter when we stand at the foot of Calvary's Cross, when we see our Saviour hanging there, despised and rejected of men, let us cry, "Herein is love!" Hereafter when we behold the Man, thorn-crowned, smitten, Cross nailed, let us reverently say, "Herein is love!" 

Hereafter when we hear the cries of the Cross, "Father, forgive them"; "To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise"; "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" let us bend the knee and bow the head, and say, with all the fervor of our being, "Herein is love." 

III. THE CALL OF GOD'S LOVE (1 John 4:11 ) 
How stupendous, how filled with meaning are the words, "Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another." Think of it, and ponder its message. 

1. "If God * * we ought also." Shall we take a lesser exemplar than God? Shall we try to love as the world loves, or as God loves? Shall we try to live as the world lives, or as God lives? Shall we imitate man, follow man, or shall we imitate and follow God? Shall we walk in the steps of those who are frail and weak and fallen; or, shall we walk in His steps? Shall we let the mind be in us which we find in our brethren, or shall we let the mind of Christ be in us? 

To us there Is something marvelous in the fact that the Bible tells us that if God does this or that, we also should do the same. Can the human equal the Divine? 

2. "If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another." We now come to the heart of it. It is God's love to us which we must have toward one another. We are asked to love our brother as God loves us. We do not know how you feel, but we feel like throwing up our hands in despair. 

There is just one little word in the key verse which staggers us; that is the little word, "so," It is the same word we find in John 3:16 , "For God so loved the world." In our verse it reads. "God so loved us." That little word of two letters, the word, "so," seems to measure all of the height and the depth, all of the immensity of the love of God. That little word seems to carry us to the depths of hell, from whence God has saved us, and then to the heights of Heaven's bliss, to which God will yet lift us. Spanning this immeasurable space, we read God's "so" loved us. 

God next looks at us and says, "We ought also to love one another." Beloved, we are at a loss to answer God. We simply cannot love one another as He loved us. 

IV. HOW WE MAY LOVE OTHERS AS GOD LOVED US (1 John 4:12 ) 
No man hath seen God at any time. "If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us." 

We can only love one another as God loves us, by God's dwelling in us. Now let us go back to 1 John 4:7 : "Beloved, let us Jove one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." 

Years ago A. B. Simpson came to our city (Macon, Ga.). He taught us to sing: 

"Live out Thy life in mine, 

By Thy wonderful power. 

By Thy grace every hour, 

Live out Thy life in mine." 

After Mr. Simpson had taught us this verse, he also taught us to sing, 

"Live out Thy love in me, 

By Thy wonderful power 

By Thy grace every hour 

Live out Thy love in me." 

When we try to love our brother with our natural Adam-begotten love, we will always fail. We must love because His love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. 

If we love with our love, if we live with our life, we will surely fall short. When, however, His love lives in us, we will love as He loved. And when. His life is dominant in us, we will live as He lived. 

We have not seen God at any time, nor can we see Him in our flesh and live. However, we may know His love. Our beings may be filled and thrilled with His love. 

Once more we ask your attention to 1 John 4:7 , "Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born, of God." 

The love which we have, must be a bestowed love. In chapter 1 John 3:1 we read, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." This is a love bestowed upon us and it is wonderful. However, what we need is the love of God bestowed within us. 

O Heavenly love, my heart subdue, 

Come, dwell in me; 

With Heavenly love my life imbue 

Come, dwell in me: 

Scatter within Thy love Divine, 

Then will I love with love like Thine, 

O reign in me. 

V. THE CLIMACTIC STATEMENT (1 John 4:16-17 ) 
The last sentence in 1 John 4:12 , the verse which we have just considered, reads, "His love is perfected in us." 1 John 4:17 begins with the statement, "Herein is our love made perfect." This is indeed interesting. Let us see if we can discover how this love is perfected. 

1. Consider the love that God hath to us. This is taken from 1 John 4:16 . The Apostle says, "We have known and believed the love that God hath toward us." 

2. Consider the fact that God is love. This statement is found several times in the Epistle of John, but it is never more beautifully environed than it is here. The reason God loves us, is because "God is love." God is inherently love. Some people have thought of God only as a tyrant driving men to hell. Men go to hell because they are despisers and rejecters of the love of God. God passes the death judgment upon man because he will not believe in Him that he might have life. God is a holy God, and cannot welcome into His Presence-Chamber the unholy. God is a just God, and cannot forgive the guilty. God, however, is love. Even the man who is lost, is a man who is loved. 

3. Consider the fact that God dwelleth in us, and we in God. When God dwelleth in us love dwelleth in us. All of the attributes of God dwell in us. On the other hand, if we dwell in God, we dwell in love. He that keepeth himself in the love of God keepeth himself in God. 

Now we can read 1 John 4:17 : "Herein is our love made perfect." 

We can almost hear the Lord Jesus say, "Abide in Me, and I in you." If we abide in Him, we are abiding in everything that is lovely and beautiful; in everything that is full of joy. He Himself has said, "As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you: [Abide] ye in My love." 

If we keep His commandments He says, "Ye shall abide in My love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in His love," This is the first step of perfected love our abiding. 

The second step of perfected love is His abiding in us; then will we keep that other commandment, "That ye love one another, as I have loved you." 

VI. THE PLACE OF NO FEAR (1 John 4:18 ) 
"There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love." 

In discussing perfect love, God stops to give us a test whereby we may know whether our love is perfect; His love, perfected in us. He tells us several things. 

1. There is no fear in love. He who stands in awe of God; he who is afraid to approach unto God, does not know that God is love. The smallest child will fly into the arms of its mother because there is no fear in love. The wee laddie will cling to his father, and feel himself safely sheltered in his father's arms, because there is no fear in love. The lassie will go the ends of the earth with the young man of her heart's choice because there is no fear in love. The child of God who keeps himself under the shadow of the love of God, is never afraid of God. It is for this reason that Christ said, "If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love." 

When there is sin and disobedience in the heart, there is a fear of God, not but that God is love, but that a rebellious soul cannot be at peace in the arms of love. 

Love casteth out fear because love seeketh the face of the Beloved, trusts the Beloved's power, basks under the Beloved's wings. 

Love casteth out all fear because love is never afraid to dwell in the secret chambers of her Beloved. 

The Shulamite said, "Saw ye Him whom my soul loveth?" "I sought Him, but I found Him not. I will arise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek Him whom my soul loveth." She was not afraid of her beloved. She cried, "Come, my Beloved, let us go forth into the field." She cried, "I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine: He feedeth among the lilies." 

When we love Christ we long for Christ. We seek for Him as seeketh the hart for the waterbrook. 

2. He that feareth is not perfect in love. if we are afraid of God, afraid to approach His presence, afraid to hear His voice, it is because we are not perfect in love. Fear hath torment, but there is no dread, and no torment, when we love God and we dwell in His love. 

VII. HUMAN LOVE TO GOD PUT TO THE TEST (1 John 4:20 ) 
"If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?" 

1. Another of man's vain boastings. The Epistle to John frequently uses the expression, "if we say," 

"If we say that we have fellowship with Him." 

"If we say that we have no sin." 

"If we say that we have not sinned." 

Here is another one, "If a man say, I love God." It is so easy to boast of our love to God. just as it is easy to boast of our other virtues. However, God will not stand for a false parading of pious cant. He who boasts his love to God must remember that if a man love God he will love his brother also, and that if he says, "I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar." 

2. The second great commandment. The first commandment is that we should love God. This is supreme. The second great commandment is that we should love our brother, as ourselves. The commandments cannot be read in reverse order. There are so many who are forever saying, "My religion is to love my neighbor as myself." No man can love his neighbor as himself, until he loves God; because he must have the love of God perfected in him, before be can love his neighbor as himself. 

Let us sit down and consider the depths of the meaning of the first four commandments which reveal our duties toward God. These commandments are summed up in one word, even this, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with ail thy strength, and with all thy mind: and thy neighbour as thyself." 

The second great commandment is like unto it. It includes the sixth commandment written on the second table of stone; and it is summed up in this one word, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 

There is much in. the Epistle of John on this line. We are taught that "We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." We are also taught if any man "seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion [against] him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?" 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"Knowing who the dear Lord was, the society to which He was accustomed in Heaven, its sweetness and purity, beauty and intelligence, I wonder many times how He could endure the disciples who clustered so closely around Him. I. have sat in a boat on a warm day with Galilean fishermen on the Sea of Galilee, And they were no sweeter, nor any cleaner, two thousand years ago than they are today. I don't think our blessed Lord "liked" them any better than I did. But, then, He "loved" them, which is quite different You cannot force yourself to "like" disagreeable people. But you can love them dearly. For that is a command. And it's easy for a Christian to obey. It isn't for anyone else; no. That's one of the tests of Christianity. Rev. R. J. Burdette. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-3
Some Things We May Know 
1 John 5:1-3 , 1 John 5:11-21 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There may be some places where uncertainties lend enchantment to the view, but in matters of life and death we want full assurance. It is not enough to hope that we are saved, or think that we may be the children of God. The Lord has not left us wandering in doubt and despair as to the realities and verities of great eternal truths. Jesus Christ said to Nicodemus, "We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen." 

Christianity is not builded upon the uncertainties of fables and humanly conceived dogmas; it is builded upon the impregnable rock of Divine and certified revelation. He who trusts in Christ is not left to be carried to and fro by every changeable wind of men's doctrine: he is established in a Word that is forever settled in Heaven. 

The Bible never sounds forth an uncertain note. It speaks with authority, and breathes, everywhere, the spirit of assurance. When Christ comes in, doubt and despair go out. Paul could say, "I know whom I have believed." The blind man could say, "One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see." 

All Christians can say, "We know that the Son of God hath come." We know, we know, we know. Oh, what consolation, oh, what rest of spirit lies in the words, "We know!" 

How then do we know that we are saved? 

1. We know because we believe in Him. God has said. "Whosoever belie vein that Jesus is the Christ is born of God." This has the ring of certainty. But here is the proof. It is given in the thirteenth verse: "These things have I written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life." 

The Gospel of John was written that we might know that Jesus was the Christ, and that believing we might have life through His Name. The First Epistle of John was written to those who do believe, that they might know that they have life. The Gospel was given that we may know Him and be saved; the Epistle was given that, being saved, we might know that we are saved. 

2. We know we are saved by His Spirit (1 John 4:13 ). Here is the way the verse runs: "Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He in. us, because He hath given us of His Spirit" 

In Galatians it is put this way, "And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father!" 

Romans puts it thus: "The Spirit Itself heareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." 

3. We know because we keep His Commandments. "We know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His Commandments." If we love the brethren, we know we have passed from death unto life. That, however, is not all of it. Here is the other side, we love the children of God only when we love God, and obey Him. 

Christ said, "If ye love Me, keep My Commandments." He also said, "He that hath My Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me." 

Obedience does not save, but the faith that saves is an obedient faith, James, in the Spirit, said: "Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works." A faith that is without works is dead, being alone. 

If there are any Christians who doubt their acceptance with God, and their real salvation, let them not rest until they know that they are saved. 

I. WE KNOW THE SON OF GOD HATH COME (1 John 5:20 ) 
The battleground of the ages, centers, theologically, around the Person of Christ, "What think ye of Christ, whose Son is He?" One answers. He is son of Joseph; another, He is Son of God. One says Christ is Jeremias, or Elijah, or John the Baptist, or one of the Prophets; the other says, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 

The believer never hesitates between these two opinions. He knows that the One who came was the Son of God; and he knows that the Son of God came. If Christ was not the Son of God, He is not true, and He is not eternal life. If He is Son of God, He is true; yea, He is the True God, and eternal life. 

Not all Christ-rejecters reject the historicity of Christ. They often confess that Christ came; however, they deny that He came forth from the Father, and is come into the world. They also deny that He left the world, and went back to the Father. 

It is by this that we can discern between the spirit of error and the Spirit of truth. "Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God"; and "every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God." The former is the spirit of antichrist; while the latter is the Spirit of God. 

God hath written, "Many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh," He has also written: "Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he: in God." 

When Peter said to the Lord, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God," the Lord replied, "Blessed art thou Simon, bar-jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in Heaven." 

The centurion who stood by the Cross, said, "Truly this was the Son of God." Do we know that the Son of God hath come? Do we accept Him and believe in Him with the heart? Then we are the children of God. 

II. WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE (1 John 5:11-13 ) 
Our key verse says, "That ye may know that ye have eternal life." That is a blessed statement. We know that we have eternal life, because we know Him, and He is eternal life. Has not our Lord said, "And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only True God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent"? 

Jesus Christ is Life, and He, therefore, is the Author of life. He is eternal life, and He, therefore, is the Giver of eternal life to those who know Him. 

With the fleeting things of time fading before our very eyes, how glorious it is to possess something that shall never pass away. After the earth has passed away with a great noise; after the sun and moon cease to swing in their orbits; then, we will continue on forever and for aye, in the city of our God. 

We who live in Him, we who are saved, know that we have eternal life. Let us, therefore, weigh our every act in these terrestrial scenes, in the aspect of that life which is to come. 

III. WE KNOW THAT CHRIST HAS TAKEN AWAY OUR SINS (1 John 3:5 ) 
With what assurance do the words ring out, "Ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins." 

1. We would not belittle the fact of sin. We know that all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God, We know that there is none righteous, no, not one. The fact of Christ's atonement does not take away the fact of our sin, it establishes that fact. He died for us, because we were sinners. 

Calvary with its weight of woe, forever shows forth the heinousness of sin. Calvary makes sin to appear exceeding sinful. One cannot consider deeply the penalty for sin and for sins, which Christ bore upon the Tree, without realizing the depths of iniquity that caused so great a woe. 

Since God has laid on Him the "iniquity of us all," we know that our guilt was unfathomable, because the sufferings of Christ were unfathomable, 

2. We would not forget the impossibility of self-salvation. No sinner can take away his own sins. The leopard cannot change bis spots, neither can the Ethiopian change his skin. Thus, the sinner cannot change his evil heart. 

There is nothing "good" within the sinner to counteract his "bad." Even if the wicked could cease from his wickedness, that would in no way settle the sins of the past. A new sheet on top of the old sheet, does not change the blots on the old. 

3. We would rejoice in the fact that Christ does take away our sins. Jesus Christ is the mercyseat for our sins. He became "sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 

On the authority of God, the One with whom each sinner must deal, we have the statement: "The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Once more we read, "Herein is love * * that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

The Great Multitude of Revelation fourteen, had washed their robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. 

John, in his Epistle, writes, "I write unto you. little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His Name's sake." 

Thank God our sins are taken away. They are removed from us as far as the East is from the West. They are buried in the depths of the sea. They are behind His back. They will never be mentioned against us any more, forever. 

IV. WE KNOW THE LOVE OF GOD TOWARD US (1 John 4:16 ) 
There is much rant these days about the love of God. There are some who vainly prate that God is love, to the exclusion of His justice and judgment There are others who strongly aver that God does not love anybody. There is, therefore, room for some very strong and Scriptural statements that will clarify the truth as to God's love, 

1. God loves the world. John 3:16 is sufficient proof of this. God commends His love toward us inasmuch as, "while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

He loved us before He washed us. He loved us while we were far from Him, groping in sin and darkness. He loved us, and therefore He sent His Son to die for us. 

God's love for the sinner does not make it necessary for God to love the sinner's sin. Sin is heinous to God. Sin carries death, sin falls under wrath. 

2. God loves those who are saved. Our text says, "We have known and believed the love that God hath to us." 

In John's Epistle, chapter three, we read, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God," In the fourth chapter we read: "God is love." Again we read, "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His * * Son into the world, that we might live through Him." 

How great is that love toward us! Who can know its height, and depth, and length, and breadth. It passeth knowledge. God loves the sinner, but He loves the believer, His own. with a peculiar and particular love. 

3. The saved should, accordingly, love God. We should love Him, not in word only; but also in deed and in truth, If God is love, we should dwell in love, we should love His love. 

Here is what we want to say, "We love Him, because He first loved us." Here is something more which we want to say, "The love of Christ constraineth, us." Here is yet another word, "The fruit of the Spirit is love," and, "The love of God is shed abroad in our heart by the Holy Ghost." 

Walking with God. and talking to God, and knowing God, floods our lives with love. If we catch the love of God toward us, we will, in turn, love our brethren; we love those who love God, and those whom God loves. 

V. WE KNOW THE TRUTH (1 John 2:21 ) 
Here is something to make us stop, look, and listen: "I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it." 

Jesus Christ said, "I am * * the Truth." If we know Him, we know the Truth, for He is the Truth. 

We remember how the Word was made flesh, and how it dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. The Law had come by Moses; but Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus was both the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. 

The Holy Spirit came to testify of Him, and the Spirit testifieth to the Truth. Let us give you some deductions: 

1. Since Christ is Truth, then he who saith, "I know Him," will walk, not in darkness, and not in a lie, but he will walk in the truth. 
2. Since Christ is the Truth, He will sanctify us by the Truth, for His Word is Truth. 

3. Since Christ is Truth, we should love Him in deed and in truth; and thus, being of the truth, we can assure our hearts before Him. 

4. Since Christ is Truth, every one who confesseth Christ will confess the truth and deny the error. Hereby will we know the Spirit of truth, and the spirit of error, because we know Him; and believe Him. 

5. Since we know Christ, and Christ is Truth, we will know the truth, and walk in truth, and testify of the truth, and do the truth. 
What is the conclusion? The spirit of error which has crept subtly into the realms of world-thinking, denies the truth under two outstanding heads: (1) It denies that Christ has come in the flesh. (2) It denies that Christ is coming in the flesh. 

This twofold denial sums up the spirit of antichrist, whom we know will soon come into the world. Saints will not be caught in the nets of his cunning craftiness; nor will they be swept adrift by his winds of doctrines, where he will lie in wait to deceive. 

Many deceivers have gone forth into the world. These deceivers deny that Jesus is the Christ. They abide not in the truth. Those who are Christ's know the truth: if any one comes unto them, and he brings not the truth, they will not receive him into their house, nor will they bid him Godspeed. 

Let us seek to so live that we will obtain from God a good report, because we know the Truth, and because we bear record to the Truth. 

VI. WE KNOW THAT HE ABIDETH IN US (1 John 3:24 ) 
How blessed are the "we knows" of the First Epistle of John. "We know" "we know." God forbid that we should ever live on the plain of uncertainties, when it is given unto us to know the things which are freely given us of God. 

We come now to our final consideration: We know that He abideth in us. 

1. The doctrine of Christ's abiding in the believer is precious to Him. When the Lord was speaking to the disciples on the occasion of His "Last Supper," He emphasized a twofold abiding. Let us give you a few of His words: 

"Abide in Me, and I in you." 

"Cannot bear fruit, * * except ye abide in Me." 

"He that abideth in Me, and I in him, * * bringeth forth much fruit." 

"If a man abide not in Me* * he is withered." 

"If ye abide in Me, and My Words abide in you." 

"Abide in My love, * * abide in His love." 

"My joy might remain (abide) in you." 

The seven quotations above may suffice to enforce the beauty of our abiding in Christ, and of His abiding in us. 

Christ said this, also, 'If a man love Me, he will keep My Words: and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him." 

When we come into the Book of Ephesians, we first find that we have seen outstanding spiritual blessings in Christ, That is in the first chapter. Next we are described as with Christ, in His death, resurrection, and exaltation. That is in the second chapter. In the last verse of the third chapter we have God taking up His abode in us, through the Spirit. In Ephesians 3:17 Christ is dwelling in our hearts by faith. 

Thus, in Ephesians, we have three things: "In Christ," "with Christ," and "Christ in." 

2. The doctrine of Christ's abiding in us is precious to us. It is precious to us, because it brings us fellowship, and "truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

It is precious to us because it gives us confidence. "And now, little children, abide in Him, that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His Coming." It is precious to us because, as He abides in us, He enables us to walk even as He walked. 

God grant us to know the deeper meanings of this truth "We know that He abideth in us." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
THE ECHO 

"We love Him because He first loved us. Love is like an echo, it returneth what it receiveth; there is no echo till the sound is heard. Oar love to God is a reflex, a reverberation, or a casting back of God's beam and flame upon Himself. The cold wall sendeth back no reflex of heat till the sun shines upon it, and warms it first; so neither do we love God till our soul is first filled with a sense of His love." Hence the impossibility of producing love while we are under a legal spirit; it will not come to order, it will only rise to the bidding of its like. Love alone begets love. Purchase price for it there is none; the bribe would be scorned. 

Love is not the result of effort on our part. As the fountain rises freely in the valley, pouring forth its crystal flood with spontaneous eagerness, so doth love sparkle and flash forth in the soul. Secret reservoirs, far up in the mountains, supply the water-springs; and eternal deeps of boundless love in the everlasting hills supply the love-springs of the believer's soul. Is it not written, "All my fresh springs are in Thee"? 

O my heart, take care that thou answer to the Lord like an echo! When He saith, "My love." do thou answer with the selfsame title. Be as the rocks which glow beneath the heat of the sun, and give forth warmth themselves. Love as long as thou livest, for love is the cream of life, and all of it is due to thy Lord. Chas. H. Spurgeon. 

Verses 1-21
Salvation Made Sure 
1 John 5:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Taking stock is a very important thing with the business man. Laying a good foundation is a very important task with the builder, Feeling the. pulse and making a general physical examination is altogether vital to the physician. Of course, if we are saved, we are saved whether we know it or not. However, where is he who wants to risk on an uncertainty, the greatest issue of all issues whether one is saved or is not saved? 

Would any one care to risk a great business, without one penny of insurance against fire? Would he be satisfied to simply hope he had some good assurance? 

Eternity is too long, and the issues of eternal life with God in Heaven, or of eternal death with the wicked in hell, are too great to be cast aside without a thought. 

Now, brethren, for our part, we believe that we may know , we believe that we should know , yea, we believe that it is imperative to know that we are saved, and to know it now. 
He who says, I hope I am saved, is entering life for evermore on a "guess" platform. 

He who never passes beyond a "hope so" faith, casts insults on the more sure promises of God. God says, "He that believeth on the Son HATH everlasting life"; then shall we who believe, say we hope we have, what God says we have? 

God speaks of salvation as a present experience. God says, "Hath passed from death unto life," shall we say, "We hope some future day to pass from death unto life"? 

Christ said, "Rejoice that your names are written in Heaven." Shall we grieve, fearing that they may never be written there? 

If God speaks with a period, shall we speak with a question mark? If God says. It is done, shall we hope it is done? If God says, hath , shall we say may have ? 

To place an "if" over against God's certainties, is to cast doubt on the integrity of God's Word. To say "I hope so," where God says, "It is so," is to cast reproach upon the Almighty. 

I. WE MAY KNOW WE ARE NOT SAVED IF WE TRUST IN OUR OWN WORKS (Ephesians 2:8-9 ) 
There is a very large class who are going religiously to hell. They think that they are saved, but they are lost. They are members of churches, they have been baptized, they attend church, they help pay the preacher, they do many things, and yet they have no real salvation. 

It is not pleasant to tell one that he is not a Christian, when he thinks that he is a Christian. Yet, it is better for the unregenerate to discover his lost estate now than to discover it at the great white throne. 

We may know we are not saved when we build our hope of salvation on the works of our own hands. If our only hope is what we do, we cannot be saved, because the works of the unregenerate are no more than filthy rags before God. 

Well has the poet expressed it: 

"Could my tears for ever flow. 

Could my zeal no respite know. 

These for sin could not atone, 

Christ must save, and Christ alone." 

How can we be saved by our works when they fall so far short of the worth of salvation? If we desire to bargain with God and make Him an offer for the exceeding riches of His glory, we had better offer more than our paltry good deeds. Were the whole realm of nature, the sun, the moon, and the stars all ours, they could not buy Heaven. 

II. WE MAY KNOW WE ARE NOT SAVED IF WE ARE BASING OUR HOPE ON THE WAY WE LIVE (Titus 3:5 ) 
Shall a man who is ever prone to do evil, seek entrance to God's presence chamber by the goodness he does not possess? God has said that the heart of man is corrupt according to deceitful lusts. He has told us that there is none good, no, not one. He has told us that they that live after the flesh cannot please God. How then can a sinner dare to plead a righteousness which is unrighteousness with God? 

Do good? Can a bitter fountain yield sweet water? Can a thorn bear figs? We therefore thus judge that by the deeds of the Law, no flesh shall be justified in His sight. 

Those who go about to establish their own righteousness have not submitted themselves to the righteousness of God. 

God sees no righteousness in a heart of sin. That heart is full of evil. It holds within its throbbings the seed of sin in all of its hideousness. When God says, "the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked," how can men be saved by their own righteousness? When God says, "There is none that doeth good, no, not one," how can men be saved by their own goodness? 

Let us not seek to weave the spider's web of good works from our own inner selves, for it will be swept away. We dare plead no righteousness but that of our Lord. 

III. WE MAY KNOW WE ARE NOT SAVED IF WE LOVE THE WORLD. (1 John 2:15-17 ) 
God has spoken, let man keep silent, God says, "If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in Him." If the love of the Father is not in us, we are not saved, because He that loveth is born of God, but he that loveth not God is not born of God. 

Christ said to certain of Israel, "Ye have not the love of God in you." If then, our love is centered in the world and in the things of the world, and not in God, how can we boast of being saved? 

The unregenerate are given over to fulfilling the lusts of the flesh and of the mind. They are led along by the "lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life"; for this cause they are not of the Father, but are of the world. 

When God called Abraham, He commanded him to get out of his father's house, out of his own country, and into a land that He would show him. For this cause Abraham was called an "Hebrew," which means a "come outer." 

When God called Moses, He commanded him to leave Egypt. And Moses, obedient to the Divine Call, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He esteemed the reproach of Christ as greater riches than all of the treasures of Egypt; he preferred to suffer affliction with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 

When God saved Paul, he no longer sought the fellowship and favor of the Sanhedrin; he the rather sought to annex himself to the Christians. He counted all that had been gain to him, but dung. 

Let not that individual who loves the world, vainly imagine that he is born of God. Christ said, "Ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you." 

IV. WE MAY KNOW WE ARE NOT SAVED WHEN WE REFUSE TO FOLLOW CHRIST (Luke 9:23 ) 
Men who love darkness rather than light, dare not say that they are the children of light. If we say we are of the light and walk in darkness, we He, and do not the truth. He that loveth the light, cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest. 

We do not affirm that "joining the church" will save any one; nor do we teach that "confessing Christ" in any way, whether by word or act or religious rite will save, What we do teach and affirm, is, that all who are truly regenerate will come forth to follow the Lord. They will seek to do His will, and to walk His way in obedience to His commands. 

If one should say, I have faith and yet he has no works to manifest his faith, his faith is dead being alone. True faith is indissolubly linked to obedience. Salvation is linked to confession. For this cause we read, "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe with thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." Why? Because, it is with the heart that "man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 

V. WE MAY KNOW WE ARE SAVED WHEN WE BELIEVE IN THE SON OF GOD (1 John 5:13 ) 
Many are the Scriptures which press this statement home to our hearts. Christ said, "As many as received Him, to them gave He the [right] to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name." He added that such "were born, * * of God." 

Paul told the jailor, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." 

There are, however, some who will solemnly say that they believe in God, and in Christ, when they do not believe at all in any Scriptural sense. There are but a comparatively few among the unsaved who do not intellectually believe in Christ. In truth, even, "the demons believe and tremble." 

Bible faith is far more than mere assent to a fact, A man who does not believe in the fact of God. is a fool; and a man who does not believe in the historicity of Christ, and accept His claims as to His Deity is almost as big a fool. 

Bible faith is synonymous with trust . To believe in Christ is to trust Him , That is the reason that Paul wrote, "Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." How can one who believes in sins forgiven, worry over sins as though they were unforgiven? 

Bible faith is synonymous with receiving Christ. To believe Christ involves receiving Him. Receiving Him involves the. opening of the heart and letting Him in. He who has Christ under his feet, is lost; but he who has received Him into his heart, is saved. This may seem too "easy." However, it should be remembered that the Lord Jesus came into the world, and the world was made by Him, but the world knew Him not; "He came unto His own, and His own received Him not." The attitude of the world toward Christ has never changed. The world may believe in the claims of the Christ of God in a way that He was not believed in, in His own day. but the world has no more room for Christ in its inner heart-affections than it has ever had. 

Christ is still the hated and the despised; the rejected and the crucified Son of God. 

When one believes in Christ, when one opens his heart to receive Him, when he crowns Him Lord of his life, when he takes His yoke upon him, when he steps forth to follow Him, then he is saved and safe. 

VI. WE MAY KNOW WE ARE SAVED WHEN WE LOVE GOD (1 John 4:7 ) 
Where our heart is there will also our treasure be. The saved may not understand God, but they love Him. All saints may not love God as they should, yet they love Him. Their love becomes more and more real as they know more and more, of the Lord. Yet, they love Him. 

There is a love in the believer's heart that will not let Him go. He may grieve the Lord, but he loves Him. He may for a moment turn aside, but he loves Him. Love is the first pulsings of the new life. No child ever clung to its mother more naturally than a child of God clings to Him. The first impulse of the Christian is to cry, "Abba, Father." 

Peter wandered away from the Lord, he even cursed and swore, saying, "I know not Him of whom ye speak"; yet, Peter loved the Lord. When, after His resurrection the Lord Jesus dined with the disciples by the seashore, He turned to Peter and said, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these?" Peter, from the very yearnings of his heart, said, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee." The Lord knew all things He knew about Peter's perfidy, but He also knew how Peter had gone out and wept bitterly; He knew how Peter had said, "I know not the Man," but He also knew how Peter had rushed into the tomb upon Mary's announcement of the resurrection and had believed, Jesus knew that deep down in Peters soul there was a love that never wavered, never ceased. He loved Jesus when he swore: he loved Jesus when he followed afar off. 

Let everyone be honest with themselves. Let them examine into the recesses of their heart. Do you, each of you, all of you, love God? 

VII. WE MAY KNOW WE ARE SAVED WHEN WE LOVE THE BRETHREN (1 John 3:14 ) 
The Epistle of John makes this plain. It says, "We know we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." 

He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love the Lord whom he hath not seen? If we love God, we will love our brother also. This is easily understood. The question is not a love to some of the saints but a love to all of the saints. The question is not a love to saints who may have done us some favor; the question is a love to saints because they love God. 

In all of the wide work! there is no love so sincere, and no fellowship that glows with so great a fervor as the love of saints for saints. 

John said we know we have passed from death unto life, if we love the brethren. Christ said, "By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another." 

Brotherly love is a foretaste of the love that will fill Heaven for evermore. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
A. B. Earle wanted to join the Baptist church in the old days, when they demanded an "experience." He frankly admitted that he had had no dream, nor had he heard any voice. Nothing startling had occurred when he accepted the Lord, but said A. B. Earle, "I love the brethren, and God has told us that we know we have passed from death unto life, if we love the brethren." The old deacon who stood the strongest for "seeing things" arose and said something like this: "Brethren, you know that I am a stickler for a big experience, but, my brethren, I cannot go against the Word of God. This young man says that he loves the brethren, and something must have happened somewhere, sometime. I move we take him in." 

Let us examine our hearts and see if we have a love for the assembling of saints. 

Are you saved? Yea, are you, saved, and do you know it? 

Verses 11-21
Some Things We May Know 
1 John 5:1-3 , 1 John 5:11-21 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There may be some places where uncertainties lend enchantment to the view, but in matters of life and death we want full assurance. It is not enough to hope that we are saved, or think that we may be the children of God. The Lord has not left us wandering in doubt and despair as to the realities and verities of great eternal truths. Jesus Christ said to Nicodemus, "We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen." 

Christianity is not builded upon the uncertainties of fables and humanly conceived dogmas; it is builded upon the impregnable rock of Divine and certified revelation. He who trusts in Christ is not left to be carried to and fro by every changeable wind of men's doctrine: he is established in a Word that is forever settled in Heaven. 

The Bible never sounds forth an uncertain note. It speaks with authority, and breathes, everywhere, the spirit of assurance. When Christ comes in, doubt and despair go out. Paul could say, "I know whom I have believed." The blind man could say, "One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see." 

All Christians can say, "We know that the Son of God hath come." We know, we know, we know. Oh, what consolation, oh, what rest of spirit lies in the words, "We know!" 

How then do we know that we are saved? 

1. We know because we believe in Him. God has said. "Whosoever belie vein that Jesus is the Christ is born of God." This has the ring of certainty. But here is the proof. It is given in the thirteenth verse: "These things have I written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life." 

The Gospel of John was written that we might know that Jesus was the Christ, and that believing we might have life through His Name. The First Epistle of John was written to those who do believe, that they might know that they have life. The Gospel was given that we may know Him and be saved; the Epistle was given that, being saved, we might know that we are saved. 

2. We know we are saved by His Spirit (1 John 4:13 ). Here is the way the verse runs: "Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He in. us, because He hath given us of His Spirit" 

In Galatians it is put this way, "And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father!" 

Romans puts it thus: "The Spirit Itself heareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." 

3. We know because we keep His Commandments. "We know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His Commandments." If we love the brethren, we know we have passed from death unto life. That, however, is not all of it. Here is the other side, we love the children of God only when we love God, and obey Him. 

Christ said, "If ye love Me, keep My Commandments." He also said, "He that hath My Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me." 

Obedience does not save, but the faith that saves is an obedient faith, James, in the Spirit, said: "Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works." A faith that is without works is dead, being alone. 

If there are any Christians who doubt their acceptance with God, and their real salvation, let them not rest until they know that they are saved. 

I. WE KNOW THE SON OF GOD HATH COME (1 John 5:20 ) 
The battleground of the ages, centers, theologically, around the Person of Christ, "What think ye of Christ, whose Son is He?" One answers. He is son of Joseph; another, He is Son of God. One says Christ is Jeremias, or Elijah, or John the Baptist, or one of the Prophets; the other says, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 

The believer never hesitates between these two opinions. He knows that the One who came was the Son of God; and he knows that the Son of God came. If Christ was not the Son of God, He is not true, and He is not eternal life. If He is Son of God, He is true; yea, He is the True God, and eternal life. 

Not all Christ-rejecters reject the historicity of Christ. They often confess that Christ came; however, they deny that He came forth from the Father, and is come into the world. They also deny that He left the world, and went back to the Father. 

It is by this that we can discern between the spirit of error and the Spirit of truth. "Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God"; and "every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God." The former is the spirit of antichrist; while the latter is the Spirit of God. 

God hath written, "Many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh," He has also written: "Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he: in God." 

When Peter said to the Lord, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God," the Lord replied, "Blessed art thou Simon, bar-jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in Heaven." 

The centurion who stood by the Cross, said, "Truly this was the Son of God." Do we know that the Son of God hath come? Do we accept Him and believe in Him with the heart? Then we are the children of God. 

II. WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE (1 John 5:11-13 ) 
Our key verse says, "That ye may know that ye have eternal life." That is a blessed statement. We know that we have eternal life, because we know Him, and He is eternal life. Has not our Lord said, "And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only True God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent"? 

Jesus Christ is Life, and He, therefore, is the Author of life. He is eternal life, and He, therefore, is the Giver of eternal life to those who know Him. 

With the fleeting things of time fading before our very eyes, how glorious it is to possess something that shall never pass away. After the earth has passed away with a great noise; after the sun and moon cease to swing in their orbits; then, we will continue on forever and for aye, in the city of our God. 

We who live in Him, we who are saved, know that we have eternal life. Let us, therefore, weigh our every act in these terrestrial scenes, in the aspect of that life which is to come. 

III. WE KNOW THAT CHRIST HAS TAKEN AWAY OUR SINS (1 John 3:5 ) 
With what assurance do the words ring out, "Ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins." 

1. We would not belittle the fact of sin. We know that all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God, We know that there is none righteous, no, not one. The fact of Christ's atonement does not take away the fact of our sin, it establishes that fact. He died for us, because we were sinners. 

Calvary with its weight of woe, forever shows forth the heinousness of sin. Calvary makes sin to appear exceeding sinful. One cannot consider deeply the penalty for sin and for sins, which Christ bore upon the Tree, without realizing the depths of iniquity that caused so great a woe. 

Since God has laid on Him the "iniquity of us all," we know that our guilt was unfathomable, because the sufferings of Christ were unfathomable, 

2. We would not forget the impossibility of self-salvation. No sinner can take away his own sins. The leopard cannot change bis spots, neither can the Ethiopian change his skin. Thus, the sinner cannot change his evil heart. 

There is nothing "good" within the sinner to counteract his "bad." Even if the wicked could cease from his wickedness, that would in no way settle the sins of the past. A new sheet on top of the old sheet, does not change the blots on the old. 

3. We would rejoice in the fact that Christ does take away our sins. Jesus Christ is the mercyseat for our sins. He became "sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 

On the authority of God, the One with whom each sinner must deal, we have the statement: "The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Once more we read, "Herein is love * * that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

The Great Multitude of Revelation fourteen, had washed their robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. 

John, in his Epistle, writes, "I write unto you. little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His Name's sake." 

Thank God our sins are taken away. They are removed from us as far as the East is from the West. They are buried in the depths of the sea. They are behind His back. They will never be mentioned against us any more, forever. 

IV. WE KNOW THE LOVE OF GOD TOWARD US (1 John 4:16 ) 
There is much rant these days about the love of God. There are some who vainly prate that God is love, to the exclusion of His justice and judgment There are others who strongly aver that God does not love anybody. There is, therefore, room for some very strong and Scriptural statements that will clarify the truth as to God's love, 

1. God loves the world. John 3:16 is sufficient proof of this. God commends His love toward us inasmuch as, "while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

He loved us before He washed us. He loved us while we were far from Him, groping in sin and darkness. He loved us, and therefore He sent His Son to die for us. 

God's love for the sinner does not make it necessary for God to love the sinner's sin. Sin is heinous to God. Sin carries death, sin falls under wrath. 

2. God loves those who are saved. Our text says, "We have known and believed the love that God hath to us." 

In John's Epistle, chapter three, we read, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God," In the fourth chapter we read: "God is love." Again we read, "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His * * Son into the world, that we might live through Him." 

How great is that love toward us! Who can know its height, and depth, and length, and breadth. It passeth knowledge. God loves the sinner, but He loves the believer, His own. with a peculiar and particular love. 

3. The saved should, accordingly, love God. We should love Him, not in word only; but also in deed and in truth, If God is love, we should dwell in love, we should love His love. 

Here is what we want to say, "We love Him, because He first loved us." Here is something more which we want to say, "The love of Christ constraineth, us." Here is yet another word, "The fruit of the Spirit is love," and, "The love of God is shed abroad in our heart by the Holy Ghost." 

Walking with God. and talking to God, and knowing God, floods our lives with love. If we catch the love of God toward us, we will, in turn, love our brethren; we love those who love God, and those whom God loves. 

V. WE KNOW THE TRUTH (1 John 2:21 ) 
Here is something to make us stop, look, and listen: "I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it." 

Jesus Christ said, "I am * * the Truth." If we know Him, we know the Truth, for He is the Truth. 

We remember how the Word was made flesh, and how it dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. The Law had come by Moses; but Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus was both the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. 

The Holy Spirit came to testify of Him, and the Spirit testifieth to the Truth. Let us give you some deductions: 

1. Since Christ is Truth, then he who saith, "I know Him," will walk, not in darkness, and not in a lie, but he will walk in the truth. 
2. Since Christ is the Truth, He will sanctify us by the Truth, for His Word is Truth. 

3. Since Christ is Truth, we should love Him in deed and in truth; and thus, being of the truth, we can assure our hearts before Him. 

4. Since Christ is Truth, every one who confesseth Christ will confess the truth and deny the error. Hereby will we know the Spirit of truth, and the spirit of error, because we know Him; and believe Him. 

5. Since we know Christ, and Christ is Truth, we will know the truth, and walk in truth, and testify of the truth, and do the truth. 
What is the conclusion? The spirit of error which has crept subtly into the realms of world-thinking, denies the truth under two outstanding heads: (1) It denies that Christ has come in the flesh. (2) It denies that Christ is coming in the flesh. 

This twofold denial sums up the spirit of antichrist, whom we know will soon come into the world. Saints will not be caught in the nets of his cunning craftiness; nor will they be swept adrift by his winds of doctrines, where he will lie in wait to deceive. 

Many deceivers have gone forth into the world. These deceivers deny that Jesus is the Christ. They abide not in the truth. Those who are Christ's know the truth: if any one comes unto them, and he brings not the truth, they will not receive him into their house, nor will they bid him Godspeed. 

Let us seek to so live that we will obtain from God a good report, because we know the Truth, and because we bear record to the Truth. 

VI. WE KNOW THAT HE ABIDETH IN US (1 John 3:24 ) 
How blessed are the "we knows" of the First Epistle of John. "We know" "we know." God forbid that we should ever live on the plain of uncertainties, when it is given unto us to know the things which are freely given us of God. 

We come now to our final consideration: We know that He abideth in us. 

1. The doctrine of Christ's abiding in the believer is precious to Him. When the Lord was speaking to the disciples on the occasion of His "Last Supper," He emphasized a twofold abiding. Let us give you a few of His words: 

"Abide in Me, and I in you." 

"Cannot bear fruit, * * except ye abide in Me." 

"He that abideth in Me, and I in him, * * bringeth forth much fruit." 

"If a man abide not in Me* * he is withered." 

"If ye abide in Me, and My Words abide in you." 

"Abide in My love, * * abide in His love." 

"My joy might remain (abide) in you." 

The seven quotations above may suffice to enforce the beauty of our abiding in Christ, and of His abiding in us. 

Christ said this, also, 'If a man love Me, he will keep My Words: and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him." 

When we come into the Book of Ephesians, we first find that we have seen outstanding spiritual blessings in Christ, That is in the first chapter. Next we are described as with Christ, in His death, resurrection, and exaltation. That is in the second chapter. In the last verse of the third chapter we have God taking up His abode in us, through the Spirit. In Ephesians 3:17 Christ is dwelling in our hearts by faith. 

Thus, in Ephesians, we have three things: "In Christ," "with Christ," and "Christ in." 

2. The doctrine of Christ's abiding in us is precious to us. It is precious to us, because it brings us fellowship, and "truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

It is precious to us because it gives us confidence. "And now, little children, abide in Him, that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His Coming." It is precious to us because, as He abides in us, He enables us to walk even as He walked. 

God grant us to know the deeper meanings of this truth "We know that He abideth in us." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
THE ECHO 

"We love Him because He first loved us. Love is like an echo, it returneth what it receiveth; there is no echo till the sound is heard. Oar love to God is a reflex, a reverberation, or a casting back of God's beam and flame upon Himself. The cold wall sendeth back no reflex of heat till the sun shines upon it, and warms it first; so neither do we love God till our soul is first filled with a sense of His love." Hence the impossibility of producing love while we are under a legal spirit; it will not come to order, it will only rise to the bidding of its like. Love alone begets love. Purchase price for it there is none; the bribe would be scorned. 

Love is not the result of effort on our part. As the fountain rises freely in the valley, pouring forth its crystal flood with spontaneous eagerness, so doth love sparkle and flash forth in the soul. Secret reservoirs, far up in the mountains, supply the water-springs; and eternal deeps of boundless love in the everlasting hills supply the love-springs of the believer's soul. Is it not written, "All my fresh springs are in Thee"? 

O my heart, take care that thou answer to the Lord like an echo! When He saith, "My love." do thou answer with the selfsame title. Be as the rocks which glow beneath the heat of the sun, and give forth warmth themselves. Love as long as thou livest, for love is the cream of life, and all of it is due to thy Lord. Chas. H. Spurgeon. 

