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00 Introduction 

"That You
May Know..."
A Study of 1, 2 & 3 John and Jude
By Gary C. Hampton
Things John"s Eyes Saw
John
John, one of the Lord"s apostles, was a son of Zebedee and Salome. He and his brother, James, were fishermen, along with Peter and Andrew. Jesus called them to be a fishers of men. The family did have servants, which may indicate they were more well off than most of their day (Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40-41; Mark 1:20; Luke 5:1-11). John, along with Peter and James, were especially close to the Lord. Those three were the only apostles to witness the raising up of Jairus" daughter, the events on the Mount of Transfiguration and Jesus" deep agony in Gethsemane. He and Peter were the first apostles to view the empty tomb (Mark 5:37; Luke 8:51; Matthew 17:1-5; Matthew 26:36-45; John 20:1-10).

It seems likely that John was the one who leaned on Jesus when the Lord instituted the Lord"s supper, as well as being the "disciple whom Jesus loved." That would, of course, also mean that he was the one into whose care Jesus entrusted his mother (John 13:23; John 21:20; John 19:25-27). Woods says, "From the writings of "the church Fathers" it appears that John spent much of his later life in Ephesus in Asia Minor...." We do know he was exiled to Patmos, which Woods describes as a lonely island in the Aegean Sea...." This likely occurred when Domitian was raining a terrible persecution on the church. During the time of his exile, John wrote the book of Revelation. Woods also indicates the early church fathers thought "that in the reign of the Emperor Trajan he was allowed to return to Ephesus where he lived to ripe old age, dying when near one hundred years old."

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2
"Concerning the Word of Life"
The first sentence of John"s first epistle actually covers the first four verses. There are great similarities between these verses and the first fourteen verses of John"s gospel. The expression "that which was" refers to the Word of life and the characteristics exhibited by Him. The word "beginning" has a number of meanings in John and can only be understood by careful examination of the context (1 John 2:7; 1 John 3:8; 1 John 2:14). The great parallels to John"s gospel account make us believe the beginning referred to here is that of creation. The "we" of this verse would seem to be the apostles, who certainly heard and saw Jesus (Acts 4:2; Matthew 13:16-17; Luke 10:23-24).

The A.S.V. has "that which we beheld" instead of "which we have looked upon." Both were trying to make us realize the meaning here involves more intense investigation than mere looking. Certainly their eye-witness account was not made from the viewpoint of a casual observer but of those who actually were able to touch the resurrected Lord (Luke 24:39; John 20:24-29). Jesus" whole purpose in coming to earth was to open up the way of life to man by paying the price of salvation (1 John 1:1; Luke 19:10; John 14:6; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21; 2 Corinthians 6:1; John 1:4).

The second verse of 1 John 1:1-10 is actually a parenthetical statement expanding upon the thoughts of the previous verse. From all eternity, the Life had dwelt with the Father (John 1:1-3). Then, that Life was made known, or revealed, in the flesh (John 1:14; Philippians 2:4-7). John and the other apostles had seen Jesus and could testify as eyewitnesses (John 14:8-11). To truly understand Jesus the Life, He must be seen as eternal in nature, having been with God in creation, then having taken the form of man and now seated on the throne ruling with the Father (Acts 2:25-36).

Verse 3-4
Developing a Fellowship With John, the Father and His Son
After the parenthetical thoughts of verse 2, John resumed the thoughts of verse 1 by emphasizing again his position as an eyewitness. It appears this epistle was written, in part, to answer those who did not believe God could take a fleshly form because, they thought, flesh was sinful. John responded with great emphasis on the firsthand nature of his account. The word "fellowship" comes from the Greek word Koinonia which Thayer says means "fellowship, association, community, communion, joint-participation."

John said his purpose in writing was to enhance development of such joint-participation between himself and the Christians addressed. Actually, such began when one became a Christian which made him a partner with the Father and His Son (compare 1 Corinthians 1:9; John 13:8; John 14:23; John 17:21-23). It continued as each experienced the blessings of his Father-son relationship with God and was manifested in reverent, yet joyful, worship at His feet. If they grew in their fellowship with the Father, Son and their fellow Christians, then their joy would be filled to the brim and so would John"s (1 John 1:4; 3 John 1:3-4)

Verse 5-6
God Is Light
The Gnostics John was likely dealing with claimed to be specially enlightened. The word gnosko means "I know." John proclaimed God as light and even said there was no darkness in Him. Of course, in the Bible light is used to represent righteousness, holiness and salvation (Psalms 36:9; Psalms 119:105; Psalms 119:130; Psalms 27:1; Isaiah 49:6; John 1:9; John 3:19-21; John 8:12; John 12:35-36; John 12:46). In contrast to that, Satan is pictured as the prince of darkness, which stands for all that is evil (Ephesians 2:2-3; Ephesians 5:8-14; Ephesians 6:22; Isaiah 5:20; Colossians 1:13). Our English statement "no darkness at all" comes from a double negative in the Greek which stresses emphatically God"s lack of any darkness, or evil (1 John 1:5; James 1:17).

The knowledge the Gnostics believed they possessed was a mystical one imparted to them specially. There were ascetic gnostics who tried to totally separate themselves from the world. The libertine gnostic believed he could participate in all kinds of evil without harming his pure knowledge. Thus, John took up a discussion of some who claimed to be in partnership with God, yet walked in darkness. The word "walk" describes the whole of human life or conduct. John says it is impossible to be in fellowship with God and live in sin. Christianity is not a mere mental exercise, but a belief practiced in one"s life (1 John 1:6; James 1:21-22).

Verse 7
Walking in the Light
The Christian"s walk should be in the light. Woods says, "The verb "walk" here (ean peripatomen) is present active subjunctive, thus literally, "If we keep on walking in the light...."" The daily lives of God"s children must be so conducted as to remain in the light of God"s direction. Naturally, such living places them in partnership with God, Christ and all others who walk in the light of God"s will. Thus, fellowship with Christian brethren is dependant upon fellowship with the Father and Son (1 John 1:7).

Just as physical life is in the blood (Leviticus 17:11; Leviticus 17:14), eternal life is in the blood of Jesus (Hebrews 9:22; Matthew 26:27-28; John 19:33-34; Romans 6:3-4). Christians are set free from sin and placed on the pathway of light by the blood of Jesus. So long as they continue on that path their sins, which are more evident in the light, are cleansed. The word "cleanses" is in the present tense just as walk is. So, those continually walking in the light rejoice in a continual cleansing from sin"s defilement.

Verses 8-10
The Christian and Sin
Some evidently claimed to be above sin. They may have said, "We are spiritual and cannot sin." Today, some teach the doctrine of salvation by faith only, which likewise implies one"s conduct does not matter. They effectively say faith sets them above sin. One who believes he does no sin is self deceived, according to John, and without truth in him (1 John 1:8; compare John 8:44).

However, those who willingly confess their sins can find forgiveness. Thayer says the word "confess" means, "to say the same thing as another, i.e. to agree with, assent...to admit or declare oneself guilty of what one is accused of." It is as if God listed the various wrongs one has committed and he admits his guilt. The confession here is to God just as the forgiveness is from God. Again, the word "confess" is in the present tense which would suggest the necessity of continuing to confess individual sins to keep on being cleansed. God has promised to forgive confessed sins and will be faithful in keeping that promise (Psalms 143:1). He is justified, or righteous, in forgiving sins because Jesus" blood paid the price. When God forgives, all guilt is removed.

Verses 6, 8 and 10 of 1 John 1:1-10 begin with "if we say." The apostle appears to have been identifying himself with those who held to false doctrine to soften the blow of saying they were in error. In verse 8, it appears sin is considered abstractly, while in verse 10 John is speaking of specific sin as brought up in verse 9. When one says he is guilty of no specific sin, he makes God a liar. In Jesus" death on the cross, God acknowledged man"s sin and sought to give him a means of pardon. God"s word is the whole of the gospel (John 5:36-38; John 8:37; John 12:44-50).

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1-2
Jesus, the Lawyer For the Christian"s Defense
Having now proven sin to be a part of everyone"s life, John hastened to show that it should not be counted as normal and therefore a thing in which one should indulge. John wrote as an aged man in the faith to those much younger. He used endearing words that a mother might use as she held and caressed one of her own children.

The Christian"s goal should ever be sinlessness, that is, not even committing one act of sin. When a Christian does sin, he keeps on having (present tense) an advocate, which Thayer defines as "one who pleads another"s cause with one, an intercessor." The Holy Spirit is described by Jesus as "another advocate" (John 14:16; see also 14:26; 15:26; 16:7). Satan is the Christian"s accuser and Jesus is the defense attorney (Revelation 12:10). The case is pled before God"s divine bar of justice. Jesus is "with", or by the side of, the Father, thus ever ready to defend His saints (compare Luke 12:8; Acts 7:56).

Woods notes, "There is no article before the word "righteousness" in the Greek text. The meaning is, Jesus, a Righteous One, pleads the cause of unrighteous ones. Only the pleading of such an Advocate could possibly avail." What good would come from one unrighteous one appealing to God in behalf of another?

Christ is the propitiation, or as Thayer says, "the means of appeasing", for the sins of individual Christians. God"s wrath is directed at sin. Christ came to provide the means of the removal of that wrath. John says for "our sin", which includes him in the group needing that great sacrifice. Jesus" gift is available to the whole world if they will but accept it in believing faith (1 John 2:2; John 3:16-17; Romans 3:24-26).

Verses 3-8
Feelings Are Not a Valid Test
There are those who answer the question, "Do you know God?", by saying, "Yes, I can feel His presence in my heart." While it may help one to feel he has God"s presence with him, it is important to realize feelings are not a good test for religious security. John says a better test is that of obedience (1 John 2:3; Titus 1:16; Matthew 7:21; John 14:15). Woods notes the word "keep" is present subjunctive indicating continuous keeping. The word "know" in scripture often indicates intimate knowledge as it does here (Genesis 4:1; Genesis 4:25). Thus, the close partnership of 1 John 1:1-10 is dependent upon one"s yielding to God"s will as set forth in His commandments. Of course, words must be matched by actions, as 1 John 2:4 clearly shows. The Gnostics believed they had a superior knowledge of God and yet did not display it in godly living. The continual lack of obedience, which is indicated by the present tense in the Greek, makes one a continual liar, and lying becomes a part of his very character.

By daily obedience, one continues to grow up in Christ until his love for God is complete, or full-grown. One who claims to abide in Christ can easily verify it by the way he lives his daily life. Woods writes, ""Ought", from opheilo, to be in debt, denotes the moral obligation here to exhibit the basis of one"s profession." Peter calls Christ our example in 1 Peter 2:21 and admonishes us to follow His steps (1 John 2:5-6).

The old commandment was what John"s readers had heard from the beginning of their Christian lives, or the gospel. It is an old commandment in that its basic parts had been repeated through the centuries (Leviticus 19:18). Yet, it is new in the depth to which the Lord took it when He said, "as I have loved you, that ye also love one another" (John 13:34-35). Never before had love like Christ"s been displayed to man (Romans 5:6-8; John 15:13). Also, the command is ever new in that Christians constantly find new ways and opportunities to fulfill it. The light of the gospel dispels the darkness of ignorance and superstition (1 John 2:7-8; compare John 3:19-21; John 8:12; Ephesians 4:17-18; Romans 13:12; 2 Corinthians 6:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:5).

Verses 9-11
Those In the Light Love the Brethren
The claim to be in the light, therefore in fellowship with God (1 John 1:5-7), is easily tested by our attitude toward our brethren. God displayed such love for the lost world that He gave His Son that those who believed Him might have everlasting life (John 3:16). The church was purchased by Christ"s life and blood (Ephesians 5:25; Acts 20:28). One cannot claim to be in partnership with God and hate the ones for whom God gave so much (1 John 2:9).

The love we are to have for our brethren is agape love, or the commitment to act for the good of others. One who loves his brother will be careful not to put a pit or snare in his way (Matthew 18:6-7; Romans 14:15-21; 1 Corinthians 8:4-13). However, John may here be talking about our putting a snare in our own way. Notice the next verse and consider the possibility that John is saying the lack of proper concern for one"s brethren places him in darkness and makes him subject to fall into pits and snares because he cannot see (1 John 2:10).

Those who hate their brethren are inwardly darkened, walk in darkness and do not know where they are going. Sadly, they are blinded to their own condition (1 John 2:11; Psalms 82:5; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

1 John 2:12-14
John"s Purpose InWriting
John states his purpose for writing the book of 1 John in . First, he told his purpose from his own perspective as author. He was writing to young children, or tecknia in the Greek, in the faith because their sins had recently been forgiven through their obedience and because of the authority of Christ (Acts 2:38; Acts 4:12; Acts 22:16). He was also writing to those mature enough in the faith to be teaching and leading others to greater maturity (Hebrews 5:12-14).

They had come to have an intimate understanding of the eternal Christ (). He was also writing to those just reaching the age of maturity. They had grown wiser in the faith because they had successfully met and overcome some of the challenges of the devil (Ephesians 6:11-12; 1 Peter 5:8-9).

Then, he follows with a second group of sentences which describe the reader"s viewpoint of John"s purpose in writing. He had written to babes (Paddy) in Christ (2 Peter 2:2) because they had come to know God as their Father (Romans 8:13-16; Ephesians 1:3-6). He had written to the most mature Christians who through study had come to fully appreciate their Lord and better understand His eternal nature. He had written to those just maturing in Christian service because they were realizing their strength and best defense against Satan was God"s word and had used it to overcome him (Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 6:10; Hebrews 4:12).

Verses 15-17
"Do Not Love the World"
The "world," which John instructed Christians not to love, is defined by Turner as "the sphere of rebellion, including sensuous desires and interests, false pride and vanity, unholy ambitions, avarice, selfishness and the like" (Ephesians 2:1-3; Philippians 3:18-19). One cannot love worldly things and God at the same time (Matthew 6:24; Romans 8:5; James 4:4). Thayer says the word "love" here is "to take pleasure in the thing, prize it above other things, be unwilling to abandon it or do without it". John tells Christians not to love worldly things in general or any one of them in particular (1 John 2:15). A case in point would be the rich young ruler of Matthew 19:16-22.

Worldliness did not originate in the Father but in the world out of which believers come. The lust of the flesh would involve any uncontrolled appetite of the body. Eating, for example, is not wrong unless we allow it to lead to gluttony. The lust of the eyes would be anything excited by sight. The pride, or vain glory, of life is the seeking of worldly rewards and praise of men above that of God. All of these were used by Satan in the Garden of Eden and the temptations of the Lord (1 John 2:16; Genesis 3:1-24; Matthew 4:1-3).

The things of this life are, at best, temporary (2 Corinthians 4:18). Woods says the verb tense indicates the world is already in the process of passing away. In contrast to the world, the one who does God"s will lasts or endures throughout eternity (1 John 2:17; Romans 6:23). The disciple"s prayer should be that God will help him have that lasting quality through the blood of his precious Son!

Verse 18-19
A Troubling Hour
John told his readers he was writing during a last hour, the definite article not appearing in the original (1 John 2:18). The word hour, or Greek horae, refers to a fixed period of time (John 5:35 "for a season"; 16:2,4; 2 Corinthians 7:8; Philemon 1:15). Jesus spoke of those who would deceive many by saying they were Christ, as well as false prophets who would deceive many (Matthew 24:5; Matthew 24:11). Our Lord gave both of these as signs which would appear before the end of the Jewish order at the destruction of Jerusalem.

If the book of 1 John was written prior to the destruction, John may have been referring to it. If after, Thomas suggests, John refers to the season of anti-Christs, who are spoken of later in the book. Other New Testament verses predicted the coming of an anti-Christ or lawless one (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; Revelation 13:11). John wrote of many who exhibited the spirit that would characterize him. This may well refer to those who denied Christ came in the flesh. Robert Shank well notes concerning 1 John 2:19 that John is specifically writing of the anti-Christs and not making a general statement about all who have believed or ever will believe.

At the time of their withdrawal, they were not of the same obedient spirit as John and the brethren to whom he wrote. It helped the church when they went out because it was easier to see them as false teachers. Those represented as stony ground believers, as well as Hymenaeus and Alexander, would be examples of those who were once in the fold but went out. To be able to go out, one must first be in, which strongly suggests a change (Matthew 13:20-21; 1 Timothy 1:19-20; 2 Peter 2:20-22).

Verses 20-22
Christians Are Anointed
Those who were to be kings were anointed, thus showing God had elevated them to a higher position (1 Samuel 10:10). The Christians to whom John wrote had been similarly elevated by Jesus Christ. The symbol of the sonship relationship to the Father is the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:13-16; Acts 2:38). All who obey the truth are promised this gift and none can claim to have a greater position in this plan of salvation (1 John 2:20).

John wrote to those who knew the truth, which under the new law of Christ would include all who are in the kingdom (Jeremiah 31:31-34). They would recognize anything that was not of the gospel and should know it was a lie. The particular lie John dealt with here was a denial of Jesus as the Christ. Those who would question the truth of God coming in the flesh actually deny Jesus as the Christ, God"s Son. In so doing, they deny the Father who testified to his Sonship and was one with Him in purpose (Matthew 17:5; John 5:23; John 14:8-11). The anti- Christs of whom John wrote taught this lie (1 John 2:21-22).

Anyone who refuses to confess Christ as God"s Son has burned his bridge to the Father. By denying God"s Son, he has destroyed his relationship with both the Son and his Father (1 John 2:23; John 14:6; Matthew 10:32-33).

Verses 24-26
Possessing Eternal Life
The beginning of the Christian life comes because of the hearing of the gospel. We must give a permanent home to the first principles and build on them if we want to abide in the Son and the Father (Hebrews 5:12-14; Hebrews 6:1-3; John 1:11-13; Galatians 3:26-27). Notice the word "if" which clearly suggests a condition of maintaining a good relationship with the Father and the Son and one"s salvation (1 John 2:24). Other passages teach us there is no guarantee of eternal life without our meeting God"s conditions. (John 15:1-10; 2 Peter 1:3-11).

We possess eternal life in prospect through God"s promise (Mark 10:29-30; Titus 1:2; Romans 8:24-25). It is ours if we hold fast the gospel we heard from the beginning. Joseph understood that God"s promise would be accomplished and based his instructions concerning his body upon that confidence (Genesis 50:24-26). Similarly, we can fully trust God"s promise and should order our lives on that basis. John wrote his book to warn against those false teachers who would lead Christians out of Christ and cost them the wonderful promise of life eternal (1 John 2:25-26).

Verses 27-29
Abiding In Christ
When one obeys the gospel, he is anointed and sealed with the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:15-22). John reassured his readers by telling them that sealing was something truly promised to those who obey God and does not change from day to day or time to time. As long as we seek to do the Father"s will, the message of the Holy Spirit remains sure within us and helps us discern between truth and false teaching (John 7:17).

The word of God is the word of the Holy Spirit who was to guide the apostles into all truth (Ephesians 6:17; John 14:16; John 16:13). If one possesses the word of the Spirit, he possesses the truth. The ones to whom John wrote had received the gospel and did not need some man to teach them where they were in error (1 Corinthians 2:11-16). Jesus had come in the flesh, as John taught (1:1-3), and they had no need of other teaching in that regard. All the things the false teachers presented had already been answered by the things John"s readers had received. The gospel is true, not a lie, and should remain in us so we can remain in Christ (1 John 2:27).

So, John pleaded with his children in the faith to remain in Christ and His fellowship so their sins could continue to be removed and they would be prepared for His coming (). If Christ should appear in the season spoken of in verse 18, they could be bold because the Savior"s blood was on their side (1 John 2:28; Hebrews 10:19).

When John wrote, "If you know that He is righteous," Woods says the Greek word translated "know" (eidate) comes from a root word suggesting theoretical knowledge. In contrast, when John says, "you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of him," the word is ginoskete, which comes from a root suggesting practical knowledge. If one recognized theoretically that God is righteous, his practical knowledge would tell him all who practice right living in accord with God"s will are born of God (compare John 3:5; Titus 3:5). In other words, those who partake of God"s nature are obviously his children (1 John 2:29).

1 John 3:1-3
God"s Love Is Out of This World!
John wanted Christians to stop and closely look to see what type, or sort, of love God had shown them. According to Thayer, some grammarians say the meaning is "from what country, race, or tribe?". In other words, God"s love is obviously not of this world. Instead, it is the love of One from a heavenly country. The Father gave us that love by the death of His Son and through the new birth made us His natural offspring. Those of the world would not acknowledge Jesus as God"s Son and will not acknowledge us as God"s sons (1 John 3:1; John 15:18-19; John 16:1-3).

Even though the world does not recognize it, Christians are children of God while on this earth, as God Himself will attest. While still living in the flesh, they do not know what they will look like during eternity (2 Corinthians ). However, they can be assured when Jesus returns to this earth, they will be like Him (1 John 3:2; Philippians 3:20-21). The Christians" hope is of being like Christ when He appears and John assures all such will be like him. Because of this hope, Christians keep on purifying themselves to be as much like Him as they can be when He comes. This sounds very much like the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13. Adequate preparations must be made to be in a constant state of readiness when the Lord comes (1 John 3:2-3).

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 4-6
The Relationship of the Child of God to Sin
Those who are constantly involved in sin, so that it is a way of life, "commit lawlessness." Those involved in lawlessness, which Thayer says is "the condition of one without law, - either because ignorant of it, or because violating it", or "contempt and violation of law, iniquity, wickedness," and are sinners. Thus, one is a sinner when he disregards God"s law out of ignorance or knowingly (1 John 3:4).

Jesus came to earth and took the form of man to rid man of the blight of sin (Matthew 1:21; Luke 19:10). While on earth, the Savior did not sin (1 Peter 2:21-23; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; Hebrews 7:26; Hebrews 9:14). There was no sin in Him, thus those in Him should not be involved in the regular practice of sin (1 John 3:5). Actually, there is no sin counted against the credit of those in Christ, as we observed in 1:7.

John"s mention of those abiding in Christ is reminiscent of the Lord"s great parable of the vine and branches in John 15:1-10. One must abide in Christ to abide in His love, but such cannot be done by one who is continually sinning. Those who are abiding in Christ are not in the sinning business. Woods tells us, "The present tense, in Greek, indicates action in progress at the present time. It is thus distinguished from the aorist tense which is a single act indefinitely conceived of, without regard to time." Basically, the aorist indicates one time action while the present indicates continuing action. In this verse, the abiding and sinning are in the present tense. John knew Christians would commit individual acts of sin (1:8), but was saying here that it would not be his habit. At the point in the past when the Christian started to habitually sin, he ceased to have inner perception (see) of God and the intimate spiritual relationship (know) was broken off (1 John 3:6).

Verses 7-9
Christians Are Out of the Sinning Business
Evidently, false teachers were asserting one could live a life of sin and still be acceptable to God. John did not want Christians to be led astray, but assured them that people who were saved, thus righteous, would live a righteous life, just as their Lord is righteous. The righteous are children of God and the wicked are children of the devil (1 John 3:7-8; compare John 8:44; Acts 13:10). Again, the reference is to those who live in sin, or constantly practice it. The devil was both the first sinner and the first to lead man into sin. Jesus was made known on earth to remove the stain of sin and the penalty of death it brought (Hebrews 2:14-15).

God"s children do not go on sinning as a regular practice. Yet, they do commit individual acts of sin (, 10). In explaining the parable of the sower, Jesus said the seed is God"s word (Luke 8:11). That word is given a home in the heart of the Christian (Colossians 3:16). Woods points out that the word for sin, when John says "he cannot sin", is harmartarein, "the force of which is, "he cannot continue to live a life of sin" (as before)." It is God"s word in the Christian"s heart that warns him and directs him away from the regular practice of sin (Psalms 119:9-16; Matthew 4:1-10, esp. 4, 7, and 10). In his obedience to the word of God, the Christian died to sin (1 John 3:9; Romans 6:1-6; Colossians 3:1-10).

Verses 10-12
Whose Child Are You?
We reveal who we are by how we live. The children of the devil habitually sin, while the children of God constantly strive to do God"s will. Particularly, God"s children will love each other, and when they fail to do so they will be excluded from the family of God. Children of the Father will show the love He has for the brethren. The early church had a great love that was shown in their actions (Acts 2:45; Acts 4:32; Acts 4:34-37; Hebrews 13:1-3). The importance of brotherly love was stressed by Jesus and is a foundation principle taught from the very first day of the church"s existence (1 John 3:10-11; John 13:34-35; Romans 12:10).

Cain is an example of one who was spiritually a child of the devil because he killed his brother (Genesis 4:1-16). Since Abel"s offering was by faith and faith comes by hearing God"s word (Hebrews 11:4; Romans 10:17), we deduce that Cain was willfully disobedient (Genesis 4:5-7), which showed his spiritual parentage. The word "murdered" is literally our word butcher, as in cutting the throat, and may indicate how Cain killed Abel. He killed his brother because Abel"s works were good and his evil, thus, he was envious (1 John 3:12).

Verses 13-16
The Danger of Hatred
So, it should come as no surprise when the world hates us when we do things pleasing to God (John 15:18-20). Good works expose evil works and their reward stirs envy in the hearts of evil workers. We should not encourage the hatred of the world but live lives of example that may win them to the Lord"s way (1 John 3:13; 1 Peter 2:12; 1 Peter 3:16-17).

God"s children have migrated from spiritual death to life (Ephesians 2:1; John 5:24-25; Colossians 2:13). We can have certain knowledge that we have so migrated if we love the brethren. A failure to love the brethren is a clear sign we are still spiritually dead (1 John 3:14).

The end result of hatred is murder (Matthew 5:21-22). Murder will certainly lead to the exclusion from eternal life with the Father, so we must avoid its beginnings. Jesus taught His followers to love instead of hate when He laid down His life for those who were enemies of His Father, or sinners (John 15:13; Romans 5:6-8). Jesus voluntarily died that we might have life (John 10:11; John 10:17-18; 2 Corinthians 5:21). His great sacrifice compels Christians to have the same attitude of sacrificial love toward their brethren (1 John 3:15-16; 1 Corinthians 8:8-13; Galatians 6:1-2; Galatians 6:10).

Verses 17-23
The Importance of Loving the Brethren
It may be easy for one to say he would die for the brethren when such has never been required of him. However, the true test of one"s willingness to lovingly sacrifice comes when he possess the things necessary to sustain life and sees a brother in need. To refuse to sacrifice for him in such a little way is to show one does not have a love like God had. It is not wrong to use loving words, but it is wrong to substitute them for loving actions (1 John 3:17-18; James 2:15-16)

Those who are of the truth will obey Jesus" words (John 18:37). One of His commands was that Christians love one another and, as already noted, the keeping of such verifies one is of God. Doubts may arise, but comfort and reassurance can belong to the one who exhibits the love of God in his life. One"s conscience may not let him rest though he has such assurance, but God is greater than man"s conscience and will truly blot out forgiven sins and remember them no more (1 John 3:19-20; Hebrews 10:16-17)

The Christian"s conscience should only be hushed by God"s forgiveness. When one has forgiveness through the blood of Christ, he can boldly enter heaven because of its cleansing power (Hebrews 10:18-20). Specifically, he can boldly approach God in prayer and know He will attend to his needs (Hebrews 4:16; John 16:23-24). Of course, John is not talking about self-centered, but obedient prayers (James 4:2-3). God is ever listening for the prayers of the righteous to attend to their needs (1 John 3:21-22; 1 Peter 3:10-12). If John had not told his readers something different, they might have said there are two commands in verse 23. Each must believe in Jesus, both his humanity and divinity, as well as obeying Him by loving the brethren. Loving obedience is clearly connected with faith in one great necessary commandment.

Verse 24
Christians Have Christ Abiding In Them
When one, through obedient faith, keeps the commandments of the Lord, he becomes a part of Christ, or is placed in the Lord"s body (Galatians 3:26-27). Also, John says Christ will dwell in Him (John 14:23; John 15:1-10). The Holy Spirit is given to Christians as the assurance that they are in Christ (Acts 2:38; Ephesians 1:13). It is not clear how the Holy Spirit indwells the Christian any more than one can know how his own spirit dwells in his body. Of course, Christians do know Christ is theirs because of the obedient faith already discussed (1 John 3:24).

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-3
Testing the Spirits
Every person claiming to teach God"s law is not from God (Matthew 7:15-20). Moses told the children of Israel they could test a prophet by whether or not his words came to pass (Deuteronomy 18:22). If the prophet"s words came to pass and he tried to get the people to follow other gods, one could also know he was not from God (Deuteronomy 13:1-5). Coffman notes the literal meaning in 1 John 4:1 is "stop believing every spirit", which may indicate they were very gullible. As the latter part of this verse shows, the spirits John is speaking of are false prophets. Woods says the word "test" means "run an assay on them as a metallurgist does his metals and determine whether they were of God." Our testing today must be done by aligning their teachings with the word of God (2 Timothy 3:15-17; Galatians 1:6-9; Jude 1:3; Acts 17:10-12).

Central to Christianity is the doctrine that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (John 20:30-31; Matthew 16:13-20; 1 Corinthians 12:3). Any man affirming such clearly identified himself as God"s prophet. To deny Jesus was God"s Son come in the flesh was to identify oneself as one who partook of the spirit of the anti-Christ (1 John 4:2-3).

Verses 4-6
Distinguishing Between the Spirits of Truth and Error
The Christians" victory over such false teachers is assured because they are on God"s side (Romans 8:31). The false teachers had abiding in them the spirit of the devil who is the prince of this world (Ephesians 2:1-2; Ephesians 6:10-13). They followed worldly ways and said things pleasing to worldly minded people. Thus, they met with success and approval from the worldly. This helps us understand why false teachers meet with great success. They are saying what the world wants to hear (1 John 4:4-5).

John said he, the other apostles, and all those who teach the truth like them are of God. All those who are in intimate relationship with God through the obedience of righteousness will recognize their teachings and follow them, but those who are not will fail to follow (John 8:47). This is yet another test of the true Spirit in the teachers of truth versus the false spirit that was in the heart of the false teachers (1 John 4:6).

Verses 7-11
God"s Children Are Known By Their Love
God"s children can be identified by their love for others, which was first demonstrated by the Father. God was willing to give up His Son for the good of those loved, and Christians must be willing to give up self for the sake of others. Some may have yielded to Christ but still hated former enemies who were now their brethren. Such stands as proof that individual is not a child of God. One cannot truly claim to be a Christian, or child of God, if he does not love. Love is one of God"s characteristics, just as surely as it could be said He is light and spirit (1 John 4:7-8; 1 John 1:5; John 4:24).

God"s love for lost mankind was shown in the sending of His only one of a kind Son, or only begotten (Hebrews 11:17). God does have other sons (Romans 8:14-17) but Christ partakes of the nature of God in a way none other does (John 1:1-5; John 1:14; Philippians 2:5-11). He came to earth for the specific purpose of dying for the sins of lost humanity, that they might have the opportunity to live (John 3:16-17; Romans 5:6-10). God showed the meaning of true love when He loved sinful man, who seemed unlovable (Titus 3:3-5). The love of His followers for God did not come first but is an outpouring of thanks to the Almighty for the great sacrificial gift he gave for sin on Calvary (1 John 4:9-10; 2 Corinthians 9:15).

God"s great love for all those in Christ compels them to love one another (1 Peter 1:18-19). The word translated "if" in 1 John 4:11 would be better translated "since", as it is a clear conclusion based upon what John has already written. The love John calls upon Christians to have for the brethren is continuous, or ongoing.

Verses 12-16
Love, A Means of Seeing God
No man has ever seen God in the fullness of His nature (John 1:18). However, Jesus came to declare the nature of God to man. While man has not seen God in all His glory, when believers love one another, He indwells them and His love is brought to maturity in them. As one evidence of God"s indwelling the faithful and their abiding in Him, John gives the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Woods notes the first fruit of the Spirit is love, which is interesting in light of John"s present discussion (1 John 4:12-13; Galatians 5:22-23).

While no man has seen the Father, John and the other apostles had seen God in the flesh. Further, they were witnesses of God"s having sent His Son in the flesh to take away the sins of the world (John 3:16; John 1:29; Luke 19:10). The apostle of love further informed his readers that anyone who confesses Jesus as God"s Son has God abiding in him. The confession here must at least be somewhat synonymous with keeping Jesus" commandments since both are said to cause the Father to abide in Christians. This confession is more than mere acknowledgment of Christ"s Sonship (Matthew 7:21-23; Mark 1:23-24; James 2:19). It is the full belief in His Sonship that motivates one to do His will knowing he is truly Lord of all (1 John 4:14-15).

The apostles knew Jesus, who declared the authority of the Father. He declared that authority because of the love the Father had for Him from eternity. Once they yielded to that known Lord and the authority of His Father, His love extended to them also (John 17:24-26). These thoughts which are essentially illustrated in Jesus" prayer for unity, should help disciples to see how they can know and believe the love God had for them in sending His Son. That love, which comes through knowing God"s Son, is the Christian"s abode and because we abide in it God abides in us, since God is love (1 John 4:16).

Verses 17-19
Mature Love Gives One Boldness in Judgment
When the love of God becomes mature in His children, like the ripening of fruit, they can face the judgment with boldness. Such boldness arises from the fact that Christians are of Christ in that they have taken on His great nature of love. When John says there is no fear in love, he speaks of the trembling fear of one who has done wrong and awaits punishment. When one abides in love, or in Christ, such fear of judgment is banished from his heart. When one is not seeking to fully keep the commandments of Christ, he can know love is not fully grown, or ripened, in him, which will result in the fearful wait for punishment common to the disobedient (1 John 4:17-18).

In 1 John 4:19, the American Standard Version has the better rendering, "We love, because he first loved us." The Christian"s love for God, neighbor, enemy and brother, is a direct response to the love God first had for His children. Some have tried to make God an angry creator whom Jesus appeased by dying on the cross. This verse, along with John 3:16, and Romans 5:8, proves God loved lost mankind first and sent Jesus to die to satisfy the requirements of justice.

Verse 20-21
Loving the Brethren
Generally speaking, it is easier to love that which is near and seen than that which is far away and unseen. Earlier, John had said, "No one has seen God at any time (verse 12). It is important to remember that man was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). Christians should love that spiritual image in every man. To fail to do so is to fail to love God. Such love should especially be shown for brethren in the family of God, or the church. The love commanded by John is not affection but a looking out for the best interests of the object loved. In fact, that is the same love God"s children are commanded to have for their enemies, their neighbors and their brethren (1 John 4:20-21; Matthew 5:44-48; Matthew 22:35-40; John 13:34-35).

Some may have been thus led to ask, "Who is my brother?" Those who continue to believe Jesus, the man, is also the Christ, deity, are born of God, or His sons. God is the one who begat all Christians (James 1:17-18) and those begotten of Him would all be brethren in the Lord. Thus, when one loves God, who begat him, he should also love his brethren, who were likewise begotten of the Father (1 John 5:1).

The Christian"s love of God and keeping His commandments is the perfect display of his love for the brethren. For example, Galatians 6:1-2 commands all the spiritual ones to restore brethren overtaken in faults and help bear one another"s burdens. Hebrews 10:24-25 commands Christians to provoke one another unto love and good works by being present at all the assemblies of the saints to encourage them to keep on going despite daily pressures. By giving careful attention to himself and the doctrine, Paul told Timothy he would be able to save himself and his listeners (1 Timothy 4:16). So, Christians in the first century were given a number of instructions intended to direct them in properly loving God through displaying love for their brothers (1 John 5:2).
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Verse 1-2
Loving the Brethren
Generally speaking, it is easier to love that which is near and seen than that which is far away and unseen. Earlier, John had said, "No one has seen God at any time (verse 12). It is important to remember that man was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). Christians should love that spiritual image in every man. To fail to do so is to fail to love God. Such love should especially be shown for brethren in the family of God, or the church. The love commanded by John is not affection but a looking out for the best interests of the object loved. In fact, that is the same love God"s children are commanded to have for their enemies, their neighbors and their brethren (1 John 4:20-21; Matthew 5:44-48; Matthew 22:35-40; John 13:34-35).

Some may have been thus led to ask, "Who is my brother?" Those who continue to believe Jesus, the man, is also the Christ, deity, are born of God, or His sons. God is the one who begat all Christians (James 1:17-18) and those begotten of Him would all be brethren in the Lord. Thus, when one loves God, who begat him, he should also love his brethren, who were likewise begotten of the Father (1 John 5:1).

The Christian"s love of God and keeping His commandments is the perfect display of his love for the brethren. For example, Galatians 6:1-2 commands all the spiritual ones to restore brethren overtaken in faults and help bear one another"s burdens. Hebrews 10:24-25 commands Christians to provoke one another unto love and good works by being present at all the assemblies of the saints to encourage them to keep on going despite daily pressures. By giving careful attention to himself and the doctrine, Paul told Timothy he would be able to save himself and his listeners (1 Timothy 4:16). So, Christians in the first century were given a number of instructions intended to direct them in properly loving God through displaying love for their brothers (1 John 5:2).

Verses 3-5
Keeping On Keeping God"s Commandments
If anyone really loves God, he will keep on keeping His commandments (1 John 5:3; John 14:15; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8). John explained that those commandments are not burdensome, which Thayer says means "the keeping of which is grievous". One could refer to other passages that speak of the daily bearing of one"s cross or entering the strait gate and wonder at John"s words here. However, when compared to the law of Moses or the terrible judgment that will fall on those who do not keep God"s commandments, the Christians" burden truly is light (Matthew 11:28-30). Remember, Jesus" strength and support belong to those who seek to do the Father"s will (Philippians 4:13; Matthew 28:20; 1 Corinthians 10:13).

Another reason God"s commandments should not be considered burdensome is found in 1 John 5:4. All that Christians have to give up will result in victory over sin, Satan and all the forces of evil. The Christians" faith gives them such victory. Notice how closely faith and the keeping of God"s commandments are tied together in John"s thinking. There is great overcoming power in believing Jesus is the resurrected Son of God (1 John 5:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:14; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22).

Verses 6-10
Witnesses to Jesus" Sonship
The Gnostics taught that Jesus was a man, and Christ, the Deity, came upon Him at baptism and left Him before the crucifixion. John says Jesus was the same both in the waters of baptism and at the shedding of blood in His death (Matthew 3:13-17; John 19:31-35). The Spirit bore witness to Jesus" Deity by descending like a dove at His baptism (John 1:32-34). He continued, and continues, to bear witness as to Jesus" death and resurrection through the testimony of the apostles (Acts 2:1-47). His witness can be relied upon since it is true, as John personally knew and could testify (John 16:13). Thus, it can be said there are three that testify to Jesus" Lordship and Deity. The Father called him Son at His baptism, transfiguration and resurrection. The Spirit, by descending at Christ"s baptism and helping in the resurrection, also testified to His Sonship. Of course, Jesus also laid claim to being God"s Son (1 John 5:6-8).

Men accept the testimony of other men and should much more readily accept that of God. God has surely testified that Jesus is His Son (Matthew 17:1-5). When the Christian keeps on believing on Jesus as God"s Son, the Holy Spirit abides in him as proof of his faithfulness (Romans 8:9; Galatians 4:6). God"s testimony in scripture is sufficient to prove Jesus is God. To reject that scriptural testimony is to reject God"s witness and call Him a liar (1 John 5:9-10).

Verses 11-15
The Means and Results of Having Eternal Life
Jesus was sent to open the way to eternal life in heaven, and to believe on Him, in the obedient way already discussed in earlier comments, is to gain that life (John 17:3). Having eternal life in heaven is contingent upon having the Son, or being a Christian (John 20:30-31; Mark 10:29-30). In 1:4, John had said he wrote that their joy would be made full. Certainly, there is no fuller joy than in knowing one will be in heaven. As long as one walks in the light (1:7), he can know eternal life is his promised possession. Literally, John was writing to those who would keep on believing (1 John 5:11-13). How can one really claim to believe Jesus is God"s Son and fail to obey Him?

Having eternal life as a promise from God also gives the Christian confidence in his prayer life. God will answer if Christians pray in accord with His will (compare Mark 11:15; Mark 11:24; John 14:14; John 15:7; James 4:3; 1 John 3:22). Christians can be sure God will give them those things which are in their best interests (Matthew 7:7-11). They are so sure that God hears them that they can know He answers their prayers, even though the answer may not come in the way anticipated (1 John 5:14-15).

Verses 16-21
"Sin Leading to Death"
John next wrote about a "sin leading to death." Several other passages in scripture appear to speak of that sin (Hebrews 6:4-6; Hebrews 10:26-27; 2 Peter 2:20-22; 1 Timothy 5:6). If all of these are describing the same sin, we conclude it involves a state of rebellion against God from which the sinner will not repent. Turner uses Lamech as an example of one committing such sin (Genesis 4:16-24). Woods notes God will forgive confessed sins (1:8) and concludes this is unconfessed sin, which would coincide with our thought on the rebellious nature of the sin unto death. Christians can pray for the brother who has a pliable heart and can still be moved to repent (1 John 5:16; compare Galatians 6:1-2).

One might conclude that sin is natural, cannot be avoided, therefore will not hurt. Lest one reach that conclusion, John says all violations of God"s commandments are sin. Such need not destroy the soul, if one is willing to confess and let the Advocate plead his case (1 John 5:17; 1 John 1:9-10; 1 John 2:1). Christians will not continue in sin but will turn from their sins when confronted with them. As long as one stays on God"s side, the devil will not be able to harm him (Romans 8:31). Christians are God"s children, while the worldly minded are children of the devil (1 John 5:18-19).

Jesus came from God to help man understand things pertaining to eternal life. Anyone can know Jesus, and the Father through Him, and abide in Him in the church. So, Christians know the one God and have eternal life. Because of all John had said before, God"s children should avoid false gods that eternal life might remain theirs (1 John 5:20-21).

