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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO

TITUS

INTRODUCTION

Titus.—Of all the companions who surrounded Paul, Titus seems to have been the most respected for his practical vigour and efficiency, though Luke and Timothy may have been more personally beloved. All that we know of him is that he was a Gentile convert who accompanied St. Paul to Jerusalem from Antioch, and made apparently a voluntary offer to become a Jew. This, and what we learn from allusions in the epistles, is all the information we have of him. Since Titus was made of sterner stuff than Timothy, St. Paul had on one occasion countermanded a mission of the latter to Corinth and had sent Titus in his place. Indeed, on three separate occasions Titus had been sent to introduce order and submission into that turbulent Church. Towards the close of St. Paul's life he was despatched to Dalmatia. After this he disappears from history (Farrar).

Outline of the epistle.

Tit . Greeting, containing an epitome of the gospel.

Tit . Character of the elders to be appointed.

Tit . The dangerous character of the Cretans, especially when united with Judaic Gnosticism.

Tit . The teaching of Titus regarding the aged men and aged women, and what they in turn are to teach the younger women.

Tit . The conduct of young men, to whom Titus is to be an example in works and doctrine.

Tit . The conduct of slaves, for the gospel's sake.

Tit . All these precepts are rooted in the gospel.

Tit . Attitude of Christians to authorities and all men.

Tit . Based on the change effected by the gospel.

Tit . By positive statement of truth Titus must counteract error—not by profitless argument or speculation.

Tit . Personal messages and conclusion.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-4
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . Paul, a servant of God.—R.V. margin, "Gr. bond-servant." This designation, which indicates generally the official position, is not usually found in the inscriptions of the Pauline epistles. In Romans and Philippians we have "servant of Jesus Christ." According to the faith.—A somewhat difficult expression, but meaning apparently "with reference to the faith."

Tit . God, that cannot lie.—Since we have no negative term that says what the adjective says in the original, we must so translate. The apostle wants to bring out God's eternal antipathy to falsity.

Tit . In due times.—R.V. "in his own seasons"—a contrast to the words "before the world began" (A.V.) or "before times eternal" (R.V.) in Tit 1:2.

Tit . Titus, mine own son.—R.V. "my true child." The same title of honour is given to Timothy (1Ti 1:2). After the common faith.—The faith in which Paul and Titus alike are sharers. How the inclusion of all Christians with them would be too general does not appear.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
An Apostolic Salutation—

I. Sets forth the authority and scope of the apostolic office.—

1. Its authority is Divine. "Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ" (Tit ). "Which is committed unto me" (Tit 1:3). In confronting the false teachers, Paul is always careful to insist upon his Divine call to the apostleship, in contrast with their self-constituted authority. There are times of doubt and trial when the minister of the gospel has to fall back upon the assurance of the Divine call: about this he has no doubt; here the anchor holds. 

2. Its scope is the preaching of the gospel of hope. 

(1) The hope of eternal life. "In hope of eternal life" (Tit ). On this hope the apostle rested his desire and aim to advance the faith of God's people and their fuller knowledge of the truth. 

(2) A gospel long promised and at length revealed. "Which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; but hath in due times manifested His word through preaching" (Tit ). The gospel was in the Divine mind before the ages began, was then promised to the world in the earliest history of man, was dimly and gradually unfolded to suit the stages of human development, and finally was fully revealed by preaching. 

(3) A gospel intended to promote godliness through faith. "According to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness" (Tit ). Faith is a faculty susceptible of growth. Faith apprehends the meaning of the gospel, and then appropriates its power to live a godly life.

II. Addressed to one who is highly esteemed.—"To Titus, mine own son after the common faith" (Tit ). Paul regards Titus as his genuine child, as he was the instrument of his conversion to the faith which is common to all the people of God, comprising believers in all nations into a common brotherhood, Gentiles as well as Jews, and therefore including Titus, who was himself a Gentile. The preacher regards his converts with unusual affection, and is deeply interested in their progress in grace and usefulness.

III. Invokes the impartation of richest blessings.—"Grace, mercy, and peace" (Tit ). "Mercy" is omitted in some of the oldest manuscripts; but one of the best and oldest manuscripts supports it. Mercy and peace spring out of grace, the fountain of all blessings. If we have God's favour, we have every blessing the soul can need or that Christ can bestow.

Lessons.—

1. The Christian teacher should have a firm grasp of truth. 

2. The veteran minister is full of wise and loving counsels to the young. 

3. Good wishes to others is genuine Christian courtesy.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . "The truth which is after godliness."

The Gospel of Truth.

I. The gospel is simply a truth.

II. It is an operative truth.

III. It operates to the best effect.—It produces godliness. 

1. Giving a right notion of God. 

2. A right notion of what concerns the duty of man.

Lessons.—

1. The nature and prime design of religion is to be an instrument of good life. 

2. That so much knowledge as is sufficient to engage men in the practice of godliness serves the necessary ends of religion. 

3. That whatever undermines the motives of a good life is contrary to and destructive of religion.—South.

Tit . The Gospel Revelation.

I. A glorious prospect.—"Eternal life."

II. A truth-speaking God.

III. An old-standing promise.—"Before the world began."

Tit . The Preaching of the Word.

I. A timely revelation.

II. A sacred trust.

III. A Divine commission.

Tit . A Christian Greeting.

I. Recognising a spiritual relationship.

II. Invoking a threefold blessing.

III. Describing the source and medium of the blessing.—F. W.



Verses 5-9
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . That thou shouldest set in order.—St. Paul means that Titus should completely set right, upon a thorough basis, all the affairs of the Cretan Church. It is the important work of organisation and consolidation that is entrusted to him.

Tit . Blameless.—Not liable to be arraigned by having been found in a fault. Not accused of riot.—Lit. "not in the category of extravagance." It is a wasteful squandering of means, from which follows a dissolute, debauched manner of living (Trench).

Tit . For a bishop must be blameless.—He whose office it is to watch over other souls must himself be beyond reproach or suspicion. As God's steward in the house he must not be accused of wasting (Luk 16:1-2). Not self-willed.—Properly, one who is so pleased with his own ideas and will that nothing pleases him besides: "Qui nisi quod ipse facit nihil rectum putat" (Terence, quoted by Trench). Not soon angry.—"Not irascible." Is this a note of difference between Timothy and Titus? The former does not need this word in his shrinking gentleness: the capacity for sharp rebuke lies in Titus (Tit 1:13); perhaps it was necessary to guard against the outburst of the latent fire in his nature.

Tit . By sound doctrine.—Hygienic, wholesome teaching.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
Qualifications of a Christian Bishop.

I. His domestic life must be irreproachable (Tit ).—Titus was left in Crete to establish Church order, and to ordain presbyters, or bishops, over congregations in the different cities. There were many Christians in the island, but Church organisation was very imperfect. The bishop, occupying so prominent a position as overseer, must be blameless in life, and a pattern of consistency and authority in his own family, having his children under thorough Christian control. His governmental power must be evident in his own household.

II. He must possess a high moral character (Tit ).—The Church is God's house, over which the minister is steward. He is to be, not imperious, but temperate, not making his office a means of gain, to be hospitable—a necessary virtue in those early days—to be a lover of all that is good, self-denying, just towards men, and holy towards God.

III. He must be a competent preacher.—

1. Having himself a firm grasp of truth. "Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught" (Tit ). Whoever may be on the quicksands of doubt and error, the minister must know and keep his ground. Hesitation in the pulpit means confusion in the pew. 

2. Able to present the truth with convincing power. "That he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and convince the gainsayers" (Tit ). Not only has the Church to be edified and encouraged, but unbelievers must be reproved, convinced of the error of their ways and brought to Christ. The great function of preaching is to persuade men, and to do this effectively the preacher must himself be sound in doctrine, and fully persuaded of the supreme claims of the truth.

Lessons.—

1. Church government is an important duty. 

2. Governors of the Church should possess both grace and gifts. 

3. Preaching occupies a prominent place in building up and extending the Church.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . Church Order.

I. Ministers have special work as well as general.

II. The work of the best men needs revision by others.

III. Every Church should have a leader or overseer.

Tit . Church Officers.

I. Character is the primary qualification for office in the Church.

II. Domestic and social relationships are helps rather than hindrances to Christian service.

III. Good family government is a guarantee for efficient Church government.

Tit . The Negative Side of a Good Man's Character.

I. He must be without reproach.

II. Must not seek his own pleasure.

III. Must control his temper.

IV. Must be abstinent.

V. Must not be covetous.

Tit . The Positive Side of a Good Man's Character.

I. He must be willing to share the bounties of God's providence with Others.

II. Must be a lover of all that is good.

III. Must be prudent.

IV. Devout.

V. Must hold all his passions under control.

Lessons.—

1. We see the twofold nature of goodness. 

2. The unselfishness of goodness. 

3. The dependence of a good life on a right spirit.

Tit . Characteristics of a Successful Preacher.

I. Personal conviction of the truth.

II. Aptness to teach others.

III. Power of persuasion and conviction.—F. W.



Verses 10-14
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . Vain talkers.—Men of aimless speech, which is devoid of any good result. Men whose speech tendeth to poverty. Deceivers.—The word, which is peculiar to St. Paul, and perhaps coined by him (see Gal 6:3), brings out the idea of subjective fancies (Lightfoot).

Tit . Whose mouths must be stopped.—The verb means "something must be put on their mouths"—they must be muzzled; but it afterwards came to mean, "to check speech."

Tit . A prophet of their own.—Epimenides, the poet alluded to, was a contemporary of the seven wise men, and by some was reckoned as one of them. He was born in the sixth century B.C. The saying quoted by St. Paul is from a lost work. The Cretians are alway liars.—Chrysostom refers the words chiefly to the pretence that Jupiter lay buried amongst the Cretans; but in ancient times they were notorious for falsehood, so that "to Cretise" was equivalent to, "to lie and deceive."

Tit . This witness is true.—Not only does a competent person attest it, but it agrees with fact. Rebuke them sharply.—With a sharply cut style, curtly, with thorough-going Sternness (Meyer).

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
The Mischief of Reckless Speech.

I. Reckless speech occasions great disorder.—"For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers … who subvert whole houses" (Tit ). Excessive speech is always foolish, and is the index to a mind too full of conceit to have any room for wisdom. Churches and families are led into quarrels and divisions by reckless talkers. They indulge in unkind and calumnious words, perverse meanings are given to the sayings of those they dislike, bitter and provoking things are said of our neighbours' characters, and, above all, they utter those evil, corrupt words that do the devil's work, enticing others on to sin. Such vain talkers exult in the confusion and uproar they themselves create.

II. Reckless speech is morally degrading.—

1. Has no regard for the true gospel. "Specially they of the circumcision" (Tit ). "Giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth" (Tit 1:14). Josephus tells us there were many Jews in Crete. The Jewish leaven remained in them after conversion, and they would become an easy prey to the advocates of a corrupted Judaism and an emasculated Christianity. The voluble Jewish talkers made sad havoc of the gospel. 

2. Will say anything for gain. "Teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake" (Tit ). They talked for a living, and were utterly unscrupulous as to what they said, so long as they got the money. Their chief object was gain, not profitable instruction. 

3. Degenerates into lying and sensuality. "The Cretians are always liars.… This witness is true" (Tit ). The quotation is from the Cretan writer Epimenides. He was sent for to purify Athens from its pollutions occasioned by Cylon, and was regarded as a diviner and prophet. "To Cretanise" was proverbial for "to lie," as "to Corinthianise" was for "to be dissolute." Lying and sensuality go together. Some people lie for the love of lying, and become almost incapable of speaking the truth. "In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin" (Pro 10:19).

III. Reckless speech should be emphatically condemned.—"Whose mouths must be stopped" (Tit ). "Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith" (Tit 1:13). The inveterate talker is not easily cured. Gentle methods are of no avail in dealing with him: his perversity must be boldly attacked and sharply rebuked. If he is not silenced, others he has led astray may be reclaimed.

"Words are mighty, words are living,

Serpents with their venomous stings;

Or bright angels crowding round us,

With heaven's light upon their wings.

"Every word has its own spirit,

True or false, that never dies;

Every word man's lips have uttered

Echoes in God's skies."

Lessons.—Reckless speech—

1. Is a sign of pitiable ignorance. 

2. Is mischievous both to speaker and listener. 

3. Will meet with its just punishment.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . The Vice of Aimless Talk.

I. The chief hindrances to religion are often in the Church itself.

II. Hindrances in the Church must be removed.—

1. Discipline must be exercised in love. 

2. The prosperity of the Church must be considered before that of individuals. 

3. Every age has its own obstructions to the truth.

III. Communities are affected by the conduct of individuals.—Aimless talk leads to—

1. Untruthfulness. 

2. Sensuality. 

3. Sloth.

Tit . Christian Reproof—

I. Should always be based on a certain conviction.

II. Should be thorough and effective.

III. Should be for the sinner's good.

Tit . The Perverting Power of Trivialities.

I. By distracting attention from the essentials of religion.

II. By dissipating the strength of the mind.

III. By attributing to the human an authority belonging only to the Divine.—F. W.



Verse 15-16
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . Unto the pure all things are pure.—This saying concentrates all the opposition to fictitious holiness and purity which made the apostle the object of the cordial hatred of Judaism. A greater than Paul had paid His life for similar teaching. Unto them that are defiled … nothing is pure.—The best food in vessels all foal will only be an object of loathing. Their mind.—Their practical reason. And conscience.—The human consciousness connected with action, and expressing itself regarding the moral value of it.

Tit . They profess.—"They declare, affirm." This seems best in view of the "deny" which follows. Compare Joh 1:20 : "He confessed, and denied not." "Their confession is a true one so far, that they have the knowledge, and belie it" (Alford). Being abominable.—A strong word, meaning "to emit a stench." For the idea of offensiveness to God compare Isa 65:5, and contrast 2Co 2:15; Eph 5:2.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
Moral Defilement—

I. Arises from unbelief.—"Unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure" (Tit ). Faith gives spiritual insight, and enables us to distinguish the moral qualities of things. Purity, like the forgiveness of sin, is attained through faith. "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin" (Rom 14:23). Unbelief is itself defiling, and leads to increased defilement. If men really believed in virtue they would never commit the wickedness they do.

II. Affects the whole man.—"Even their mind and conscience is defiled" (Tit ). The mind is the mental sense and intelligence. Conscience is the moral consciousness of the conformity or discrepancy between our motives and acts on the one hand, and God's law on the other. A conscience and a mind defiled are represented as the source of the errors opposed in the Pastoral epistles (Fausset). When the conscience is defiled, the whole soul is defiled. "Trust that man in nothing," said Sterne, "who has not a conscience in everything." When the compass loses its proper polarity at sea, the whole course of the vessel might be altered by it; and when the conscience loses its right direction, its responsibility to God, its deference and inclination to His law by its continued violation of the higher duties, the heart is filled with fears, and the dispensations of Providence are suspected to be judgments when they may be real and satisfying mercies.

III. Is evident in the outward life (Tit ).—The profession of godliness is a lie, and there is no abomination with which the conduct may not be polluted, though expressing abhorrence of things indifferent. Disobedience to God and lack of faith in goodness produce a spirit of inveterate wickedness which will issue in final rejection. A sinful life when tested will be found utterly worthless, and will be eternally reprobated.

IV. Purity is not in outward things, but in a right state of the heart.—"Unto the pure all things are pure" (Tit ). Material things have no moral quality. They are pure or impure according to the disposition and moral state of him who uses them. In the first ages of the Church a traveller exhausted with his journey called on Spiridion, Bishop of Cyprus, on a day which the Church had set apart for fasting. Spiridion instantly ordered refreshments, and invited him by his own example to eat. "No, I must not eat," said the stranger, "because I am a Christian." "And because you are a Christian," replied the bishop, "you may eat without scruple, agreeably to the decision of an apostle—‘Unto the pure all things are pure.'"

Lessons.—

1. Unbelief is more a moral than a mental obliquity. 

2. Sin is at the root of false doctrine. 

3. The heart is purified by faith in the truth.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . Purity.

I. To the pure all things and all persons are pure, because their purity makes all seem pure.

II. To the pure all things not only seem pure, but are really so, because they are made such.

III. All situations are pure to the pure.

Lessons.—

1. We learn to understand the Fall. 

2. We learn to understand the Millennium. These things are not to be for ever.—F. W. Robertson.

Purity of Heart leading to Purity of Life.

I. The heart is the source of life.

II. Defilement has a tendency to spread.

Tit . The Judgment of Hypocrisy.

I. Hypocrisy the occasion of atheism.

II. Is offensive even to the ungodly.

III. Is practical disobedience.

IV. Is universally condemned.—F. W.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-3
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . That the aged men be sober.—As in 1Ti 3:2-11, the bishops and deacons. Properly the word "sober" here means not addicted to much wine; then it comes to be applied to the spirit which is not inflamed with passion. Grave.—"The English word which we want, to translate the original, is one in which the sense of gravity and dignity, and of these as inviting reverence, is combined—a word for which, I fear, we may look long without finding" (Trench).

Tit . In behaviour as becometh holiness.—R.V. "reverent in demeanour." That they deport themselves fittingly with the reputation they bear for being consecrated characters. Such behaviour will beget reverence and awe. Not given to much wine.—R.V. "enslaved to." St. Paul evidently did not think much of the veritas in vino. If it loosened the tongue, it was to slander. Teachers of good things.—One word in the Greek—"teachers-of-the-beautiful." It is interesting to note that in the Pastorals, whose design was to call the attention of Christians to the beauty and nobility of perseverance in holiness, this word for the beauty of goodness is often employed.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
Christianity and Old Age.

I. Christianity teaches what should be the special virtues of aged men (Tit ).—Aged men should not refuse to receive instruction from another because he is young, if his teaching is sound and wholesome. Experience teaches the necessity of vigilance; and to be vigilant the aged must be sober. Dignified gravity is becoming in old age. The three graces—faith, hope, charity—are the beauty and glory of old men. Patient endurance is supported by hope; and it is a grace befitting the aged, being the result of a ripened experience gained by victory over many trials. The chief attractions of age are in the future. "Winter," says Richter, "which strips the leaves from around us, makes us see the distant regions they formerly concealed; so does old age rob us of our enjoyments only to enlarge the prospect of eternity before us."

II. Christianity teaches what should be the special virtues of aged women (Tit ).—Purity is the precious jewel of woman, whether old or young. The deportment of aged women should be in harmony with holiness, as becometh women consecrated to God, and as Christian priestesses. Slander, the besetting sin of some elderly women, and intemperance, the besetting sin of the Cretans and of other women nearer home, should be strictly avoided. A woman enslaved to wine is a she-demon. Aged women should be an example to younger women in the teaching and practice of all that is pure and good. It is impossible to exaggerate the value of the influence of one good woman. Samuel Morley's mother was a woman of rare piety, and the great philanthropist often confessed, "I am much what my mother has made me."

III. This teaching should be appropriately enforced.—"Speak thou the things which become sound doctrine" (Tit ). Sound doctrine is suited to all ages and classes, and should be faithfully inculcated, irrespective of the disparity of years between the teacher and the taught.

Lessons.—

1. Christianity has duties suited to every period and relation of life. 

2. Christianity is the comfort and ornament of old age. 

3. The aged Christian should be an example and encouragement to the young.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . The Preacher's Directory.

I. He should be a preacher.

II. He should be himself.

III. He should be a student.

IV. He should be practical.

Tit . The Temptations and Duties of old Men.

I. Three sins to be avoided.—

1. Indulgence in wine. 

2. Irreverence. 

3. Folly.

II. Three virtues to be cherished.—

1. Stability. 

2. Love. 

3. Patience.

Tit . The Dangers and Duties of Women.

I. Women have dangers peculiar to their age.

II. Women have duties according to their age.

Lessons.—

1. True religion is the foundation of home happiness. 

2. The secret of domestic prosperity. 

3. True religion at home can alone ensure the esteem of those abroad.—F. W.



Verses 4-8
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . That they may teach.—R.V. "may train." The word almost suggests that there was a certain amount of levity amongst the younger wives inconsistent with a profession of Christianity.

Tit . Keepers at home R.V. "workers at home." The term in the R.V. comprehends and adds to that in the A.V.

Tit . Showing thyself a pattern.—Titus was not to be like the scribes and Pharisees of whom our Lord spoke, who say what others should do and do not themselves observe it. In doctrine … uncorruptness.—As befits the doctrine of God our Saviour. There must be no admixture of error. Gravity.—See the adjective corresponding in Tit 2:2 and note.

Tit . May be ashamed.—"That possibly he may come to feel shame."

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
Christianity and the Young.

I. Christianity has a message to young married women (Tit ).—They are to be discreet and self-restrained in their behaviour; to love their husbands and children, the foundation of all domestic peace and happiness; to be keepers at home, the guardians of the house, and to find their sphere of highest usefulness in the duties of the home circle: whilst thrifty as housewives, they are to be good and kind, not churlish and niggardly; to show love to their own husbands by a dutiful submission; and thus guard the gospel from the reproach which their inconsistencies would occasion. "Unless we are virtuous, blasphemy will come through us to the faith." To fail in any duty is to discredit the religion we profess.

II. Christianity has a message to young men (Tit ).—The burden of that message is to be sober-minded, self-restrained. Youth is tempted to excess, and it is no easy task to repress its wild impulses and passions. The youth-time that is spent in pleasure and folly will lay the foundation of a premature and suffering old age. Beza, the Swiss reformer, in his last will and testament thanks God that he was brought to know Him at the age of sixteen, and thus, by having the fear of God before him, escaped the pollutions of the world. We talk about a man beginning life at twenty one, but in nine cases out of ten all the questions of eternity are decided before that. The first twenty years of a man's life, as a rule, mould what his eternity will be.

III. Christianity has a message to young ministers (Tit ).—They are to be patterns of good works—lively, diligent, zealous. Their purity and sincerity of motive and aim must be apparent in their teaching; and their speech in public and private must be pervaded by a dignified seriousness, that the adversary of the truth may be put to confusion by the power of the word and the evident sincerity and enthusiasm of the preacher. All the freshness, charm, and romance of youth, its poetry, high-spiritedness, and unlimited capacity for work, should be put into every ministerial duty. Youth is a golden opportunity with which we can buy a rich inheritance of future blessedness and joy. The young minister will never again have the vigour and possibilities of work he possesses to-day.

Lessons.—

1. Religion does not destroy but augments the pleasures of youth. 

2. Religion is the guide and guardian of youth. 

3. We are never too young to love and serve God.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . Sober-mindedness.

I. Sober-mindedness is a just judgment of things, and this judgment exercised in real effective authority.

II. Must be consciously held as under the sanction and as having the authority of the Supreme Power.

III. Cannot be attained without the person's forming a sound judgment of his own mind.

IV. Must maintain a systematic strong restraint on the passions, fancy, tempers, appetites.

V. Is quite necessary for the subordinate schemes and purposes of life.—J. Foster.

Tit . The Power of Truth.

I. The power of truth in the preacher.—

1. His teaching will be living and real. 

2. Will so preach the truth as to convince others of his sincerity.

II. The power of truth on others.—

1. Will silence criticism. 

2. Put opposition to shame and confusion.—F. W.



Verse 9-10
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . To please them well.—"To give satisfaction." "Our own servants' phrase," says Alford.

Tit . Not purloining.—Putting anything apart for themselves (Wiesinger). The word is used of the act of Ananias' keeping back. It was an act of embezzlement of God's property. May adorn.—Like the wise virgins who trimmed their lamps, these Cretan slaves are to let the light of the teaching shine in them.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
Christianity and Slavery.

I. Christianity enjoins respectful obedience to the master (Tit ).—The apostles and their successors taught neither to the slaves that they ought to resist a dominion which was immoral both in effect and in origin, nor to the masters that as Christians they were bound to set their servants free. Christianity did indeed labour for the abolition of slavery, but by quite other methods. It taught masters and slaves alike that all men have a common Divine parentage and a common Divine redemption, and consequently are equally bound to show brotherly love, and equally endowed with spiritual freedom. It showed that the slave and his master are alike children of God, and as such free; and alike servants of Jesus Christ, and as such bondmen—bondmen in that service which is the only true freedom. And thus very slowly but surely Christianity disintegrated and dispersed those unwholesome conditions and false ideas which made slavery possible (Plummer). The servant is exhorted to render to his master a ready and cheerful obedience, to strive to gain the good-will of the master by showing an interest in all the work committed to him, and to avoid a contradictious and sullen disposition.

II. Christianity requires honesty and faithfulness in service.—"Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity" (Tit ). Stealing was a common vice of slaves, and their abject and helpless condition nourished the practice. But the Christian servant is taught that to appropriate what belongs to another is a grievous sin in the sight of God and man. He is not simply to appear honest, but to be honest. Plato illustrates what is a truly honest man by the story of Gyges' ring which made the wearer invisible. He that would be honest when he could be dishonest without being found out was a truly honest man. The honest servant will show all possible fidelity in every act.

III. The genuine religion of a slave is a recommendation of Christianity.—"That they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things" (Tit ). The love of God in becoming our Saviour is a powerful motive to adorn His doctrine in our lives. Adornment makes that which is adorned more conspicuous and better known, and enhances the merit of that which it adorns. Even slaves should not think their example a matter of indifference: their religion exalts and beautifies them. Man does not ennoble religion, but religion ennobles him. The pearl in the oyster sheds a beauty over the whole shell. "The heathen," said Chrysostom, "do not judge of the Christian's doctrines from the doctrine, but from his actions and life."

Lessons.—

1. Christianity did not violently interfere in the early age with the institution of domestic slavery. 

2. But introduced principles which, legitimately developed, made slavery impossible. 

3. Christianity elevates man in all conditions of life.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . The Duties of Servants.

I. Obedience.

II. Acceptableness of service.

III. Respectfulness of manner.

IV. Honesty.

V. Fidelity.



Verses 11-14
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . Hath appeared.—In an epiphany. The Sun of Righteousness with health in His beams had chased away the "hidden things of darkness." Like the sun's light, the blessings of grace were to all men.

Tit . Denying ungodliness.—Repudiating any kind of connection with a life of irreligion. And worldly lusts.—Desires that, like carrion-vultures, fatten on the corrupting things of this world. Soberly, righteously, and godly.—The grace of God disciplines us in relation to ourselves, our fellow-men, and our God. If it had free scope, we should be self-respecting, respected, and Divinely blessed.

Tit . That blessed hope.—The object of hope. And the glorious appearing.—R.V. "the appearing of the glory." The epiphany of grace was noticed in Tit 2:11; now the apostle comes to speak of another shining upon the world in glory. Of the great God and our Saviour.—The great question here is: "Are there two subjects, or one only?" For two subjects, the one being God, and the other our Lord Jesus Christ, it is argued: (a) that we never find the phrase "Jesus Christ our God"; (b) that we do find God and our Lord Jesus as two subjects; (c) that the addition "great" indicates God as an independent subject. For one, "the great God, even our Lord," it is argued: (a) that epiphany is always applied to the Son; (b) that the immediate context refers to the Son; (c) that the following abasement explains the unusual term "great God"; (d) that "great," if used of the Father, would be superfluous. The R.V. rendering would put the matter beyond question if we were shut up to it.

Tit . Who gave Himself.—"The forcible Himself, His whole self, the greatest gift ever given, must not be overlooked" (Ellicott). For us.—Not in our stead here, but on our behalf. From all iniquity.—Which is regarded as having had us in thrall. A peculiar people.—R.V. "a people for His own possession." They were to be regarded as God's property.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
The Gospel of Grace—

I. Reveals salvation for all (Tit ).—R.V. "The grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men." The purpose of God to save the race was slowly unfolded to the world. The brightest and fullest manifestation of that purpose was the coming of Christ the Saviour; and yet the world has been slow to believe that He came to save all men. The revelation of the gospel has been a revelation of the character of God and of His boundless grace, embodied and illustrated in His incarnate Son.

II. Demands a life of self-denial and moral consistency (Tit ).—The gospel insists upon the inseparable connection between creed and character, doctrine and life. It is a discipline, enforcing self-restraint in a world where sin is the normal state of things, and enabling us to live soberly, righteously, and godly, as a constant reproof to the world's sin, and as an example and stimulus to all who are striving to conquer the world-spirit. The gospel of grace is a world-renewing power.

III. Furnishes the hope of unparalleled blessedness.—

1. A blessedness enhanced by the second advent of Christ in glory (Tit ).—The hope created by the first advent grows in blessedness with the prospect of the glory of the second coming, when the great God and Saviour will be revealed in all the splendour of His mediatorial majesty. In that glory all who look and long for His appearing shall share, and their hope shall then have its fullest realisation. 

2. A blessedness involved in the provisions of redemption (Tit ). The aim of redemption was not only to release us from the bondage and penalty of sin, but from all its power and pollution. For this purpose Christ gave His whole self, the greatest gift ever bestowed by heaven or received by earth. The final result of redemption is to prepare, by the moral discipline of the gospel, a holy people who shall be zealous in doing and promoting all good works. These verses contain a suggestive summary of the apostle's teaching, and an enlarged conception of the gospel of grace.

Lessons.—

1. The gospel is a manifestation of God's grace to man. 

2. The gospel gives power to live a holy and useful life. 

3. The gospel reveals a future of glorious blessedness.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . What God expects from us, and what He does for us.

I. What God expects from us.—

1. Aversion to ungodliness and worldly lusts. 

2. The practice of sobriety, righteousness, and godliness. 

3. To cherish the hope of the second advent of our Lord.

II. What God does for us.—"He gave Himself for us." The object of Christ's self-sacrifice was: 

1. For our redemption—"from all iniquity." 

2. Possession of Christ in a state of separation and purity. "Purify unto Himself a peculiar [purchased] people." 

3. Fruitfulness. "Zealous of good works."—J. C. Trotter.

Tit . The Universal Offer of Salvation—

I. Irrespective of our varying moral Conditions.

II. Because all men need it.

III. Because God loves all.

IV. Because Christ died for all.

Tit . The Consecrating Saviour and the Consecrated People.

I. The consecrating Saviour.—

1. He gave Himself. 

2. He gave Himself a ransom. 

3. The object of this was to purify men.

II. The consecrated people.—

1. Freed from the power of sin. 

2. Brought under the Divine rule. 

3. Specially devoted to good. 

4. Ardent. 

5. Diligent.—F. W.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF Tit 
The Christian Teacher—

I. Should be master of all methods of effective instruction.—"These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke." The minister's task is a constant and endless one. He must know how to instruct, exhort, persuade, and reprove. All the resources of learning, eloquence, and spiritual power are needed to do our work efficiently. The great aim of all preaching is to bring sinners directly to Christ. On Egypt's far-off soil, as the morning beams lit up the eastern sky, an officer lay dying. With gallant daring he had led his followers, guided alone by the pale starlight of the heavens, until at last they reached the enemy; and now the strife is over, but he is wounded mortally. As the general, his cheeks bedewed with tears, gazed down with sadness on his face, a sudden radiance illumined for a moment the youth's countenance as, looking up to Wolseley, he exclaimed, "General, didn't I lead them straight?" and then he died. O brothers, when o'er our eyes there steals the film of death, and when the soul flits solemnly from time into eternity, may it be ours to say in truthful earnestness to Christ concerning those committed to our care—We led our people straight!

II. Should speak with unhesitating confidence in the truth.—"With all authority." The minister is an ambassador for Christ, and speaks not in his own name, but in the name and with the authority of the great King he represents. The truth inspires him with power; and the more he studies and realises its virtue in himself, the more he is convinced of its supreme claims and enforces those claims with overwhelming emphasis. To palter and hesitate in the declaration of the truth is to be unfaithful to his trust and to the best interests of his hearers.

III. Should command the respect of those he teaches and governs.—"Let no man despise thee." He should speak with such vigour and assurance as to compel attention, and warn with such authority that no one may think himself above the need of admonition. Channing once said: "There is no office higher than that of a teacher of youth, for there is nothing on earth so precious as the mind, soul, and character of the child. No office should be regarded with greater respect." How much more is this true of the Christian minister! He should so speak and act as to commend the dignity and power of his commission to the most indifferent.

Lessons.—

1. The Christian minister deals with themes of the highest importance. 

2. The presentation of Christian truth should be a subject of earnest and constant study. 

3. The more we are possessed with the truth the more effectively we teach it.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-3
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . Principalities and powers.—The two words stand thus together to give fuller expression to the notion of authority. To obey magistrates.—R.V. "to be obedient."

Tit . To be no brawlers.—R.V. "not to be contentious." As in 1Ti 3:3. Gentle.—Such a man recognises that very often the summum jus is summa injuria, and therefore goes back from his legal rights. His opposite is Shylock.

Tit . Serving divers lusts and pleasures.—As in Tit 2:3 we saw the women needed to guard against the slavery of wine, so here various desires and pleasures are said to have had sway. Living in malice and envy.—Passing the life in the indulgence of what we could get, and envy of what we could not.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
Christianity and the Civil Powers.

I. Christianity is on the side of law and order (Tit ).—The Cretans were easily excited to rebellion, and the Jewish element in the island fostered any disposition to violence against Christianity. Hence Titus is urged to enforce on his people a ready obedience to magistrates, and to render cheerful help in maintaining the public peace. Christianity is ever on the side of law and order, and does more to prevent war and suppress rebellion than thousands of soldiers and policemen. The civil powers find powerful allies in all Christian Churches and institutions.

II. Christianity does not sanction the disparagement of civil officers.—"Speak evil of no man … be no brawlers" (Tit ). Especially not to speak evil of dignitaries and magistrates. The civil officer is the embodiment and representative of law; and whatever his character may be otherwise, the law must be respected in him. The civil powers have often made great mistakes in harassing the Christian Church, and the only retaliation the Church has made has been to defend the rights and privileges of the magistracy. The warning against brawls was not only applicable to the Cretans, who were notoriously quarrelsome, but is directed against all who would disturb the peace of the Church or of the community by giving way to a petulant and fault-finding spirit.

III. Christianity teaches becoming behaviour towards all men.—"But gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men" (Tit ). The Christian spirit is forbearing and kindly, not urging its rights to the uttermost, lest by doing so it should stir up wrath and bitterness. Instead of indulging a passionate severity, it disarms opposition by meekly enduring wrong. "Morning by morning," writes Maclaren, "God's great mercy of sunrise steals upon a darkened world in still, slow self-impartation; and the light which has a force that has carried it across gulfs of space that the imagination staggers in trying to conceive, yet falls so gently that it does not move the petals of the sleeping flowers, nor hurts the lids of an infant's eyes, nor displaces a grain of dust. So should we live and work, clothing all our power in tenderness, doing our work in quietness, disturbing nothing but the darkness, and with silent increase of beneficent power filling and flooding the dark earth with healing beams." If God is so kind and beneficent to all, we ought to be meek and gentle towards each other.

IV. Christianity enforces obedience to the civil powers by reminding us of our former lawless life (Tit ).—The recollection of our own wild and reckless conduct in the past, and the forbearance often shown to us, should teach us to stand by those whose duty it is to maintain public order and decorum.

Lessons.—

1. Christianity is the guardian and promoter of peace. 

2. Civil authority is potent as it is imbued with the Christian spirit. 

3. Sin is the cause of rebellion and disorder.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . The Authority of Law.

I. Law is of God.

II. Authority is derived from God.

III. Obedience to law an essential preparation for good works.

Lessons.—

1. Duty once learned may be and often is forgotten. 

2. Duties of every-day life are most readily forgotten. 

3. Christian ministers are required to remind their hearers of duty, as well as to proclaim privileges.

Tit . The Transforming Power of the Gospel.

I. What even Christians were.—

1. They were distinguished by folly. 

2. Disobedience. 

3. Liability to deception. 

4. Sensuality. 

5. Passion. 

6. Unloveliness. 

7. Unbrotherliness.

II. What Christians become.—

1. Their lives display humility of spirit. 

2. Gentleness in action. 

3. Truthfulness in word.—F. W.



Verses 4-7
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . After that the kindness.—The original word ( χρηστότης) is a beautiful word for a beautiful grace, pervading and penetrating the whole nature, mellowing there what would have been harsh and austere. Christ's yoke is said to be easy ( χρηστός), i.e. it has nothing galling in it. And love of God our Saviour toward man.—The R.V., by bringing "love toward man" into closer connection, has brought us nearer to "philanthropy"—St. Paul's word. It was necessary to cleanse the word from its heathenish use and degeneracy of meaning before taking it into the New Testament. Only again there, Act 28:2.

Tit . Not by works of righteousness which we have done.—R.V. "works done in righteousness, which we did ourselves." They are works done in the spirit of a righteous man which are spoken of. But according to His mercy.—"If of grace [mercy], it is no more of works." Our verse is a truly Pauline sentiment, and may say something for the authenticity of the letter. See Eze 36:21 : "I had pity for Mine holy name.… I do not this for your sakes." By the washing of regeneration.—R.V. margin, "through the laver." Baptismal regeneration can only be found here by substituting the sign for the thing signified. [Note in this verse the use of the prepositions. "Not out of works," "in righteousness," according to His mercy," "by means of the washing."]

Tit . Being justified by His grace.—The pronoun leads Alford to say it is the grace of the Father. If St. Paul had been fastidious in his use of words we might think so. It seems better to admit, with Winer, that the usage is departed from in this case—the grace being, as usual, that of our Lord Jesus Christ.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
The Programme of Salvation.

I. Salvation originates in the philanthropy of God (Tit ).—There was nothing impelling God to save men but His own loving-kindness. His grace, flowing over in streams of beneficence, is the practical manifestation of that love. Love is its own perennial fount of blessing and the inspiration of the noblest acts. Life without love would be intolerably dreary. Love is unselfish, and must find outlets for its exercise, though it is lavished on unworthy objects. Life, the world, the universe, is all the richer for the revelation of the love of God.

II. Salvation is an act of unmerited mercy.—"Not by works of righteousness … but according to His mercy He saved us" (Tit ). As an old writer has said, "We neither did works of righteousness nor were saved by them, but His goodness did the whole." Salvation is a manifestation to the soul of the Divine mercy. Faith, as our part in the personal realisation of salvation, is not mentioned, but is presupposed. The object of the apostle here is to describe the Divine side of the work, and to show that our salvation was brought about independent of all merit on our part. Every saved sinner can sing,—

"'Tis mercy all, immense and free,

For, O my God, it found out me."

III. Salvation is the work of the Holy Spirit.—"By the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the HolyGhost; which He shed on us abundantly" (Tit ). As the priests in the old tabernacle had to wash in the laver of cleansing before they could enter in the Holy Place to minister before the Lord, so the sinner must be cleansed in the laver of regeneration before he can enter upon the service of God, in which service the work of inward renewal is perpetually going on. The washing and the renewing are the work of the Holy Spirit, and the renewing is perfected by the abundant shedding forth of the Spirit's influence. "I know my soul am as clean as cotton," said an old Baptist negro, "'cause I was immersed when de tide was running over."

IV Salvation entitles man to an inheritance of future blessedness.—"Made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Tit ). Being justified by Divine grace, we are constituted heirs of God, and the heirship inspires the hope of possessing the inheritance of eternal life, and entitles us to it. Eternal life is the grand realisation of the hope. Until we are saved we are without hope; but once possessing the blessed hope we have the strongest motive for leading a life of practical holiness, which is the prominent argument of the apostle in the paragraph.

Lessons.—

1. Salvation is wholly a Divine work. 

2. Salvation is realised by the agency of the Holy Spirit. 

3. Salvation fits the soul for eternal glory.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit .—The Source of Salvation.

I.—Salvation is based on Divine mercy.

II. Is independent of human merit.

III. Is provided abundantly.—

1. As an exhibition of abundant mercy. 

2. As a remedy for great sin. 

3. As a provision for all who will repent.

IV. Is everlasting.—

1. Justification a ground of hope. 

2. Eternal life the object of hope.—F. W.

Tit . Salvation.

I. The salvation effected for us.—

1. In general, the deliverance from any evil. 

2. In particular, salvation from sin. From its guilt, misery, power, and stain, and from the wrath of God. 

3. It is a certain salvation. "He saved us." The veracity of God ensures it; the experience of the believer exemplifies it.

II. The medium through which it flows.—Not through human goodness, but Divine mercy, both in its origin and course.

III. The agency by which it is imparted.—The cleansing and renewing power of the Holy Spirit.

Lessons.—

1. Here we have cause for humility. 

2. Gratitude. 

3. Diligence.



Verse 8
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . Affirm constantly.—R.V. "confidently." Not like a man who is only half convinced of the truth of what he states, nor like a man who is ashamed of what he says, though he may acknowledge its truthfulness. Might be careful to maintain good works.—To be interested to the point of anxiety in the maintenance of noble works.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF Tit 
Good Works—

I. Are in harmony with the genius of the gospel.—"This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly." The gratuitousness of God's gift of salvation, the great theme of gospel revelation, is an ever-present and powerful motive to practical benevolence. The vain and unprofitable questions reprobated by the apostle do not incite to good works, but are a serious hindrance. The gospel is the only system that helps us to be good and do good. In some of the American lakes the boats are strangely hindered in their progress. They are drawn downwards, and the use of the oar is difficult, because of the magnetic power of deep mud concealed below the surface of the waters. So it is in the lives of men and the life of the world. Good works are vessels that cannot advance without difficulty over the waves of life, because of evil which, as mud, has slowly gathered. There must be purgation: new proclaimings and enforcing of the gospel must become as the powerful, cleansing flow of a great stream.

II. Must spring from an active faith.—"That they which have believed in God." Faith enables us to see that God is good, approves of good, and will bless only what is good. We learn to credit all that God says as being true and faithful, and we become anxious and diligent to do what will please Him. We believe also that He will certainly punish every dereliction of duty. Faith is a power ever working in the direction of good.

III. Must be consistently and steadily maintained.—"Be careful to maintain good works." "Good works," says Luther, "do not make a Christian; but one must be a Christian to do good works. The tree bringeth forth the fruit, not the fruit the tree. None is made a Christian by works, but by Christ; and being in Christ, he brings forth fruit for Him." Do all the good you can (1Ti ), in all the ways you can (1Co 15:58), to all the people you can (Mat 5:44-45), at all the times you can (Pro 3:27-28), as long as you can (Ecc 9:10); do all to the glory of God (1Co 10:31).

IV. Are beneficial to ourselves and to others.—"These things are good [to ourselves] and profitable unto men [to others]." A good deed has a reflex influence. Like mercy, it is twice blessed; it blesses him who gives and him who takes. It adds to the volume of the beneficent force that is working out the regeneration of the world. We cannot bless others without being blessed ourselves.

Lessons.—The gospel is the ministrant of universal good. 

2. To do good we must first be good. 

3. Good works have no merit, but no one is a Christian without, them.



Verses 9-11
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . Avoid.—As in 2Ti 2:16. "The meaning seems to come from a number of persons falling back from an object of fear or loathing and standing at a distance round it" (Alford).

Tit . A man that is an heretick.—R.V. "heretical"; margin, "factious." It does not appear from this as if the right of private judgment were the same thing as to be a heretic. He is the heretic who disseminates his private opinions for the specific purpose of raising dissension. After the first and second admonition.—The admonition is a reprimand including both blame and exhortation. We may remind ourselves of our Master's words: 

(1) "Tell him his fault between thee and him alone"; 

(2) "Take with thee one or two more"; 

(3) "Tell it to the Church." These are the three steps before avoiding the impenitent brother. Reject.—R.V. "refuse"; margin, "avoid." It was a procedure wholly as unwarranted as wicked when this was interpreted "torture him," whether in body or mind.

Tit . Being condemned of himself.—R.V. "self-condemned." Christ said to the Jews, "Think not that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth." Such a sinner would be called high-handed in the Old Testament.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
A Contumacious Spirit—

I. Is mainly occupied with the discussion of useless questions (Tit ).—The tendency of the contentious spirit is to dwell on the minute and trifling, and exalt them into undue importance. The method of investigation proceeds on a false basis. The disputatious man strives to make human traditions agree with the law, instead of judging all human theories by the light and authority of the law; it is a vain attempt to make God agree with man. It is a waste of time and power. It produces no moral good, but is the harbinger and active cause of much evil. It sows the seeds of future heresies.

II. Should be faithfully admonished, and then left to itself.—"A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject" (Tit ). A heretic is a man of contumacious spirit, self-willed, and contending for his own theories, though they are opposed and contradictory to the universally received doctrines of the Church and the unmistakable revelations of the word of God. Such a man must be faithfully warned, not once, but twice; and if he refuses to be advised and continues recalcitrant, leave him to himself—have nothing more to do with him, either in admonition or intercourse. We cannot help a man who refuses the kindliest suggestions, and to be controlled by anything but his own wild, ungovernable temper.

III. Brings about its own punishment.—"Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself" (Tit ). His perversity is his ruin. He cannot say no one has told him better. He wilfully sins against knowledge, and against the faithful warnings of those who have striven to bring him to a better mind. He is self-condemned, and his punishment is to be in perpetual restlessness and uncertainty. "There is," says Pascal, "an intestine war in man between reason and the passions. He might enjoy some repose had he reason alone without passion, or passion alone without reason. But having both, he must needs live in a state of warfare, since he cannot maintain peace with one without being at war with the other. Hence he is always divided, and always at variance with himself." The gospel is the cure of the contumacious; but even this will not avail unless it be believingly received.

Lessons.—

1. A contentious spirit magnifies trifles. 

2. There is much useless talk in the world. 

3. Nothing can be done to rescue the man who rejects the gospel.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . Some Hints to Preachers.

I. Fundamental truths are to be continually enforced.

II. Practical preaching is never out of season.

III. Christian duties are of universal application.

IV. Trivial questions are out of place in the pulpit.—

1. It is possible to have repetition without sameness. 

2. Belief that does not change the life is useless. 

3. The law is to be obeyed in spirit rather than in letter.

Tit . The Treatment of Heresy.

I. Heresy is not an unsound opinion, but an unsound life.

II. Is to be dealt with firmly, but gently.—

1. Firmly, by admonition. 

2. Gently, by repeated admonitions.

III. Hardened heretics are to be rejected.—

1. But this only applies to exclusion from Christian fellowship. 

2. It is no warrant for persecution. 

3. Excluded heretics are to be deemed objects of pity.—F. W.



Verses 12-15
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Tit . Zenas the lawyer.—Otherwise unknown. Either a Jew learned in the Scriptures, or a juris consultus. Perhaps the "lawyer" may show what he was before conversion, like Matthew "the publican."

Tit . Let ours also.—R.V. "our people." Good works.—Not for salvation (see Tit 3:5), but for necessary wants.

Tit . Them that love us.—That are dear to us as we are to them.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—Tit 
Concluding Counsels—

I. Indicate an absorbing interest in the welfare of the Church (Tit ).—Artemas or Tychicus is to succeed Titus in Crete, so that he may join Paul at Nicopolis, the city of victory, so called from the great historic battle of Actium, and in which city Paul is arranging to spend the winter. He summons Titus to his side to help him in the work, or to give him directions as to extending missionary operations and breaking up new ground. Zenas and Apollos are to be supplied with all the means necessary for their journey and the exigencies of their work. Paul forgets himself in his absorbing devotion to the work of God. The cause of Christ must be supreme, and everything else subsidiary and made helpful to its support and diffusion.

II. Emphasis is laid on the necessity of maintaining good works (Tit ).—Active benevolence is a fruit of grace. Thus early in Church history it is discovered and enforced that true religion is intensely practical, and recommends itself by the life and conduct it produces. The needs of the Church and of the world afford unceasing opportunities for doing good. Our benevolent acts may be abused, but that is no reason for ceasing to be generous. "I would rather," said a Christian philanthropist," relieve two undeserving objects than that one deserving person should escape my notice." Mark Antony, when depressed and at the ebb of fortune, declared he had lost all, except what he had given away.

III. Finally express the best Christian wishes (Tit ).—Christian greeting is special and personal—"All that are with me salute thee"; and it is general and all-inclusive—"them that love us in the faith"; and in both cases it is genuine and sincere. The best Christian wishes are summed up in the benediction of grace to all—"Grace be with you all." The heathen salutation was "health." There is a life of the flesh and there is a life of the spirit—a truer, more real, and higher life; above and beyond all, the apostle wished them this, not health or happiness, but grace—the wealth of the gospel compressed into one great benediction.

Lessons.—

1. The best Christian worker is the happiest. 

2. Christianity is a system of active benevolence. 

3. The Christian minister finds among his people constant themes for prayer.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

Tit . A Good Man's Personal Concerns.

I. Personal selection of agents.

II. Personal desire for companionship.

III. Personal consideration for absent friends.

IV. Personal solicitude for the spiritual prosperity of others.

Tit . A Closing Salutation—

I. Indicates the strength of Christian friendship.

II. Is crowned by a solemn benediction.—F. W.

