《Vincent’s Word Studies – Titus》(Marvin R. Vincent)
Commentator

The Word Studies in the New Testament by Marvin R. Vincent (1834-1922) was first published in 1887 in four volumes. Since that time, the more than 2600 pages of this classic work have helped the English reader better understand the Bible in its original Greek language. Now the full richness of the original meaning, history, derivation, grammar, and usage of important New Testament words is accessible to the average English reader.

Vincent's Word Studies falls half-way between an exegetical commentary and a Greek lexicon. It is actually a study, in commentary form, of the vocabulary of the New Testament. This format gives Vincent the opportunity to not only discuss the subtle distinctions in meaning between different Greek words, but also to comment on the history contained in a word that might get lost in a translation. He reveals the characteristics in writing style and word usage of a particular Bible writer, pointing out the marvelous interplay of the different Greek tenses and the nicely-calculated force of the Greek article. Vincent explains in detail the proper usage and meaning of Greek idioms and the connection between different English words that are translated from the same Greek word. These fine points often cannot be brought out in a translation, but in the pages of Vincent's Word Studies, all of these language barriers are removed.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
An apostle - according to the faith of God's elect, etc.
The norm of the apostolate in each of the three Epistles is unique, and not Pauline. In 1Timothy, according to the commandment of God: in 2Timothy, according to the promise of life in Christ Jesus. Κατὰ accordingto, not for the faith, but corresponding to the norm or standard of faith which is set for God's elect.

And acknowledging of the truth ( καὶ ἐπίγνωσιν ἀληθείας )
For acknowledging rend. knowledge. For the phrase, see on 1 Timothy 2:4. Governed, like πίστιν faithby κατὰ . The writer is an apostle according to the faith of God's elect, and according to the truth which is contained in the faith, as that truth is intelligently apprehended and held.

Which is after godliness ( τῆς κατ ' εὐσέβειαν )
Or according to godliness. Comp. 1 Timothy 6:3. This addition describes the peculiar and essential character of the truth which is held and known by God's elect, namely, that it is concerned with the fear and obedience of God - all that constitutes true piety. See on 1 Timothy 1:10.

Verse 2
In hope of eternal life ( ἐπ ' ἐλπίδι ζωῆς αἰωνίου )
Const. with Apostle, Titus 1:1. Ἑπὶ restingupon.

God that cannot lie ( ὁ ἀψευδὴς θεὸς )
Ἁψευδὴς N.T.oOnce in lxx, Wisd. 7:17. Comp. Romans 3:4; Hebrews 6:18. Paul expresses the idea positively, by ἀληθής truthful Romans 3:4.

Before the world began ( πρὸ χρόνων αἰωνίων )
Lit. before eternal times. Before time began to be reckoned by aeons. See on 2 Timothy 1:9, and additional note on 2 Thessalonians 1:9.

Verse 3
In due times ( καιροῖς ἰδίοις )
Better, in his (or its ) own seasons. See on 1 Timothy 2:6.

Through preaching ( ἐν κηρύγματι )
Rather, in a proclamation. See on 2 Timothy 4:17.

Which is committed unto me ( ὃ ἐπιστεύθην ἐγὼ )
Betters wherewith I was intrusted. See on 1 Timothy 1:11.

Verse 4
Own ( γνησίῳ )
See on 1 Timothy 1:2.

According to the common faith ( κατὰ κοινὴν πίστιν )
The phrase N.T.o Κοινός commonusually in contrast with καθαρός pureor ἅγιος holyas Acts 10:14; Acts 11:8; Revelation 21:27. In the sense of general as here, Acts 2:44; Acts 4:32; Judges 1:3. Comp. 2 Peter 1:1. The “catholic” faith. Κατὰ accordingto, as Titus 1:1.

Verse 5
In Crete
Crete is one of the largest islands in the Mediterranean. By the mythological writers it was called Aeria, Doliche, Idaea, Telchinia. According to tradition, Minos first gave laws to the Cretans, conquered the Aegean pirates, and established a navy. After the Trojan war the principal cities of the island formed themselves into several republics, mostly independent. The chief cities were Cnossus, Cydonia, Gortyna, and Lyctus. Crete was annexed to the Romans Empire b.c. 67. About Paul's visiting the island we have no information whatever beyond the hints in this Epistle. There is no absolute proof that Paul was ever there before the voyage to Rome. Although on that voyage some time appears to have been spent at Crete, there is no notice of Paul having received any greeting from the members of the Christian churches there. According to this Epistle, Paul and Titus had worked there together. Paul went away, and left Titus to organize the churches founded by himself. He sent this letter by Zenas and Apollos (Titus 3:13), and announced in it the coming of Artemas or of Tychicus. On their arrival Titus was to join Paul at Nicopolis, where Paul was proposing to winter.

Shouldst set in order ( ἐπιδιορθώσῃ )
N.T.oLit. to set straight besides or farther; that is, should arrange what remained to be set in order after Paul's departure. Used by medical writers of setting broken limbs or straightening crooked ones. Διόρθωσις reformation Hebrews 9:10: διόρθωμα correction Acts 24:3.

Ordain elders ( καταστήσῃς πρεσβυτέρους )
Καθιστάναι appointor constitute. In Paul only Romans 5:19. For the sense here comp. Matthew 24:45, Matthew 24:47; Luke 12:14; Acts 6:3. The meaning of the injunction is, that Titus should appoint, out of the number of elderly men of approved Christian reputation, certain ones to be overseers ( ἐπίσκοποι ) of the churches in the several cities. The eldership was not a distinct church office. See on 1 Timothy 5:1.

I had appointed ( διεταξάμην )
Better, I gave thee charge. Mostly in Luke and Acts.

Verse 6
Faithful children ( τέκνα πιστά )
Better, believing children; or, as Rev., children that believe. Comp. 1 Timothy 3:4.

Not accused of riot ( μὴ ἐν κατηγορίᾳ ἀσωτίας )
Lit. not in accusation of profligacy. For κατηγορία see on 1 Timothy 5:19. Ἁσωτία , lit. unsavingness; hence, dissoluteness, profligacy. Comp. Luke 15:13, of the prodigal son, who lived unsavingly ( ἀσώτως ). Only here, Ephesians 5:18, and 1 Peter 4:4(note).

Verse 7
A bishop ( τὸν ἐπίσκοπον )
See on 1 Timothy 3:1; see on 1 Timothy 5:1. Rend. the bishop. It will be observed that the qualifications of the elders are fixed by those of the bishop. Appoint elders who shall be unaccused, etc. for the bishop must be unaccused, etc. The overseers must have the qualifications of approved presbyters.

Steward of God ( θεοῦ οἰκονόμον )
Comp. 1 Corinthians 4:1, 1 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Peter 4:10; and see on Romans 16:23; see on Luke 16:1. The phrase N.T.oSelf-willed ( αὐθάδη )
Only here and 2 Peter 2:10(note).

Soon angry ( ὀργίλον )
N.T.oRarely in lxx and Class. Irascible.

Verse 8
A lover of hospitality ( φιλόξενον )
Better, hospitable. See on 1 Timothy 3:2.

A lover of good men ( φιλάγαθον )
N.T.oBetter, lover of good.

Temperate ( ἐγκρατῆ )
N.T.oOriginally, having power over; possessed of; hence, controlling, keeping in hand. Ἑγκράτεια temperance Acts 24:25; Galatians 5:23; 2 Peter 1:6. Εγκρατεύεσθαι tocontain one's self, 1 Corinthians 7:9; 1 Corinthians 9:25.

Verse 9
Holding fast ( ἀντεχόμενον )
Only here in Pastorals. In Paul, 1 Thessalonians 5:14(note).

The faithful word ( τοῦ πιστοῦ λόγου )
The trustworthy, reliable word. Comp. 1 Timothy 1:15(note).

As he hath been taught ( κατὰ τὴν διδαχὴν )
Lit. according to the teaching. Const. with word. Agreeing with the apostolic teaching. For διδαχή teachingsee on 2 Timothy 4:2.

May be able by sound doctrine both to exhort ( δυνατὸς ῇ καὶ παρακαλεῖν ἐν τῇ διδασκαλίᾳ τῇ ὐγιαινούσῃ )
Rend. “may be able both to exhort in the sound teaching.” For δυνατὸς ableor powerful, see on 2 Timothy 1:12. Used by Paul in the phrase εἰ δυνατόν ifit be possible, Romans 12:18; Galatians 4:15: τὸ δυνατόν thatwhich is possible, Romans 9:22: of God, Romans 4:21; Romans 11:23: of men, in the ethical sense, Romans 15:1; 2 Corinthians 12:10; 2 Corinthians 13:9.

Convince ( ἐλέγχειν )
Better, convict. See on John 3:20, and see on ἐλεγμὸν , 2 Timothy 3:16.

The gainsayers ( τοὺς ἀντιλέγοντας )
In Pastorals only here and Titus 2:9. Once in Paul, Romans 10:21, cit. Mostly in Luke and Acts. Gainsay, Angl. Sax. gegn (Germ. gegen ) “against,” and “say.” Wiclif, Luke 21:15: For I schal gyue to you mouth and wysdom, to whiche alle youre aduersaries schulen not mowe agenstonde, and agenseye.”

Verse 10
Vain talkers ( ματαιολόγοι )
N.T.oolxx, oClass. See on vain jangling, 1 Timothy 1:6.

Deceivers ( φρεναπάται )
N.T.oolxx, oClass. See on φρεναπατᾶν todeceive, Galatians 6:3.

They of the circumcision ( οἱ ἐκ τῆς περιτομῆς )
The phrase only here in Pastorals. Ὁι ἐκ περιτομῆς Acts 10:45; Acts 11:2; Romans 4:12; Galatians 2:12; Colossians 4:11. There can be no doubt of the presence of Jews in Crete. Tacitus (Hist. v. 2) even makes the absurd statement that the Jews were Cretan exiles; and that from their residence in the vicinity of the Cretan Mount Ida they were called Idaei, whence Judaei. There appears to have been some confusion between the Palestinians and the Philistines - the Cherethim or Cherethites, who, in Ezekiel 25:16; Zephaniah 2:5are called in lxx Κρῆτες Jews were in the island in considerable numbers between the death of Alexander and the final destruction of Jerusalem. In 1 Maccabees 15:23 the Cretan city of Gortyna is mentioned among the places to which letters were written by Lucius, the Roman consul, on behalf of the Jews when Simon Maccabaeus renewed the treaty which his brother Judas had made with Rome. Josephus (Ant. 17:12,1; Bell. Jud. 2:7,1) says that Herod's pseudo-son Alexander imposed on the Cretan Jews on his way to Italy. Philo (Leg. ad Cai. § 36) makes the Jewish envoys say to Caligula that all the principal islands of the Mediterranean, including Crete, were full of Jews.

Verse 11
Whose mouths must be stopped ( οὓς δεὶ ἐπιστομίζειν )
Lit. whom it is necessary to silence. Ἑπιστομίζειν , N.T.oolxx. Originally, to put something into the mouth, as a bit into a horse's mouth. Ἑπιστόμιον is the stop of a water-pipe or of a hydraulic organ. Comp. φιμοῦν 1 Timothy 5:18.

Who subvert ( οἵτινες ἀνατρέπουσιν )
The double relative is explanatory of must; in as much as they, etc. For subvert rend. overthrow. See on 2 Timothy 2:18.

Houses ( οἴκους )
Families.

Verse 12
One of themselves ( τις ἐξ αὐτῶν )
Ἁυτῶν refers to the gainsayers, Titus 1:9, Titus 1:10. Τις refers to Epimenides, contemporary with Solon, and born in Crete b.c. 659. A legend relates that, going by his father's order in search of a sheep, he lay down in a cave, where he fell asleep and slept for fifty years. He then appeared with long hair and a flowing beard, and with an astonishing knowledge of medicine and natural history. It was said that he had the power of sending his soul out of his body and recalling it at pleasure, and that he had familiar intercourse with the gods and possessed the power of prophecy. He was sent for to Athens at the request of the inhabitants, in order to pave the way for the legislation of Solon by purifications and propitiatory sacrifices, intended to allay the feuds and party discussions which prevailed in the city. In return for his services he refused the Athenians' offers of wealth and public honors, and asked only a branch of the sacred olive, and a decree of perpetual friendship between Athens and his native city. He is said to have lived to the age of 157 years, and divine honors were paid him by the Cretans after his death. He composed a Theogony, and poems concerning religious mysteries. He wrote also a poem on the Argonautic Expedition, and other works. Jerome mentions his treatise On Oracles and Responses, from which the quotation in this verse is supposed to have been taken. According to Diogenes Laertius (i. 10) Epimenides, in order to remove a pestilence from Athens, turned some sheep loose at the Areopagus, and wherever they lay down sacrificed to the proper God: whence, he says, there are still to be found, in different demes of the Athenians, anonymous altars. Comp. Acts 17:22, Acts 17:23.

The Cretans, etc.
The words Κρῆτες - ἀργαί form a hexameter line.

Always ( ἀεὶ )
Habitually.

Liars ( ψεῦσται )
In Pastorals here and 1 Timothy 1:10. Once in Paul, Romans 3:4. Mostly in John. The Cretan habit of lying passed into a verb, κρητίζειν tospeak like a Cretan = to lie: also into a noun, κρητισμός Cretan behavior = lying. Similarly, the licentiousness of Corinth appeared in the verb κορινθιάζεσθαι topractice whoredom, and in the noun κορινθιαστής awhoremonger. Comp. Ov. Artis Amat. i. 296.

“non hoc, centum quae sustinet urbes

Quamvis sit mendax, Creta negare potest.”

“Crete, which a hundred cities doth maintain,

Cannot deny this, though to lying given.”

A familiar saying was τρία κάππα κάκιστα thethree worst K's, Κρῆτες, Καππάδοκαι, Κίλικες CretansCappadocians, Cilicians.

Evil beasts ( κακὰ θηρία )
Rude, cruel, and brutal.

Slow-bellies ( γαστέρες ἀργαί )
Better, idle -bellies. Rev. gives the correct idea, idle gluttons. They are so given to gluttony that they are mere bellies. Comp. Philemon 3:19. Γαστὴρ , elsewhere in N.T. always in connection with childbearing. So mostly in lxx, but in a few instances as here. See Job 20:23; Psalm 17:14; Job href="/desk/?q=job+20:14&sr=1">Job 20:14as the rendering of קֶרֶב, bowels. Ἁργός idleoP. However such words may have befitted the pagan seer, it is not pleasant to regard them as taken up and endorsed by the great Christian apostle, who thus is made to stigmatise as liars, beasts, and gluttons a whole people, among whom he had himself so successfully labored that several churches had been founded in a short time. They are strange words from a venerable Christian minister to a younger minister to whom he had intrusted the care of those very souls; and, in any case, are superfluous, as addressed to one who must have known the characteristics of the Cretans quite as well as the writer himself.

Verse 13
Sharply ( ἀποτόμως )
Only here and 2 Corinthians 13:10(note). Paul has ἀποτομία severity Romans 11:22(note). lxx, ἀποτόμως severelyonly Wisd. 5:22; ἀποτόμος severe(not in N.T.), Wisd. 5:20; 11:10; 12:9. From ἀποτέμνειν tocut off. It signifies abrupt, harsh, summary dealing.

Verse 14
Not giving heed ( μὴ προσέχοντες )
Reprove sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, and may show their soundness by not giving heed, etc. See on 1 Timothy 1:4.

To Jewish fables ( Ἱουδαΐκοῖς μύθοις )
See on 1 Timothy 1:4. Note Jewish. The nature of these we do not know.

Commandments of men ( ἐντολαῖς ἀνθρώπων )
See on 1 Timothy 6:14. Comp. Colossians 2:22. Prescriptions concerning abstinence from meats, marriage, etc. The men are probably those of the circumcision, Titus 1:10. What they teach theoretically, by means of the myths, they bring to bear practically, by means of their precepts.

That turn from the truth ( ἀποστρεφομένων τὴν ἀλήθειαν )
Comp. 2 Timothy 4:4, where the truth and fables appear in contrast.

Verse 15
Unto the pure ( τοῖς καθαροῖς )
The pure in heart and conscience. See 2 Timothy 1:3.

All things are pure
Comp. 1 Timothy 4:4, 1 Timothy 4:5; Acts 10:15; Mark 7:15, Mark 7:18, Mark 7:19; 1 Corinthians 10:26, 1 Corinthians 10:30; Romans 14:20. The aphorism is suggested by the commandments of men, Titus 1:14.

Unto them that are defiled ( τοῖς μεμιαμμένοις )
Only here in Pastorals. See also John 18:28(note); Hebrews 12:15; Judges 1:8. Only in John 18:28in a ceremonial sense. Elsewhere of moral pollution.

Nothing is pure
Their moral pollution taints everything with its own quality. The purest things become suggestors and ministers of impurity.

Mind and conscience ( ὁ νοῦς καὶ ἡ συνείδησις )
For νοῦς see on Romans 7:23: for συνείδησις , see on 1 Peter 3:16.

Verse 16
They profess ( ὁμολογοῦσιν )
Better, confess. See on 2 Corinthians 9:13, and comp. 1 Timothy 6:12. Not loudly and publicly profess (as Huther), but confess as opposed to deny (John 1:20); comp. Hebrews 11:13; Romans 10:9, Romans 10:10.

Abominable ( βδελυκτοὶ )
N.T.oClass. lxx, Proverbs 17:15; 2 Maccabees 1:27. See on βδέλυγμα abomination Matthew href="/desk/?q=mt+24:15&sr=1">Matthew 24:15, and comp. Revelation 17:4, Revelation 17:5; Revelation 21:27. The kindred verb, βδελύσσεσθαι abhor Romans 2:22; Revelation 21:8.

Reprobate ( ἀδόκιμοι )
See on Romans 1:28; see on 1 Corinthians 9:27, and comp. 2 Timothy 3:8. The phrase reprobate unto every good work, N.T.onosupersub.

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Speak thou ( λάλει )
See on Matthew 28:18; see on John 8:26.

Become ( πρέπει )
Originally, to stand out; be conspicuous. Thus Homer, Od. viii. 172: μετὰ δὲ πρέπει ἀγρομένοισιν heis conspicuous among those who are assembled. Eurip. Hel. 215; Ζεὺς πρέπων δἰ αἰθερος Zeus shining clearly through the aether. Hence, to become conspicuously fit; to become; beseem. In N.T. in the impersonal forms πρέπον ἐστὶν itis becoming (Matthew 3:15); πρέπει itbecometh (Ephesians 5:3); ἔπρεπεν itbecame (Hebrews 2:10). With a subject nominative, 1 Timothy 2:10; Hebrews 7:26.

Verse 2
Aged men ( πρεσβύτας )
Only here, Luke 1:18; Philemon 1:9. To be understood of natural age, not of ecclesiastical position. Note that 2Chronicles href="/desk/?q=2ch+32:31&sr=1">2 Chronicles 32:31; 1 Maccabees 13:21; 14:21,22; 2 Maccabees 11:34.

Verse 3
Aged women ( πρεσβύτιδας )
N.T.oSee on πρεσβύτεραι , 1 Timothy 5:2.

Behavior ( καταστήματι )
N.T.oSee on καταστολή apparel 1 Timothy 2:9. It means, primarily, condition or state. Once in lxx, 1Timothy href="/desk/?q=1ti+5:3&sr=1">1 Timothy 5:3, and comp. 1 Timothy 2:10; Ephesians 5:3.

False accusers ( διαβόλους )
Better, slanderers. See on Matthew 4:1, and see on 1 Timothy 3:6, 1 Timothy 3:11.

Given to much wine ( οἴνῳ πολλῷ δεδουλωμένας )
More correctly, enslaved to much wine. The verb only here in Pastorals. Comp. 1 Timothy 3:8.

Teachers of good things ( καλοδιδασκάλους )
N.T.oolxx, oClass.

Verse 4
They may teach ( σωφρονίζωσι )
Better, school or train. N.T.oolxx. The verb means to make sane or sober -minded; to recall a person to his senses; hence, to moderate, chasten, discipline.

To love their husbands, to love their children ( φιλάνδρους εἶναι, φιλοτέκνους )
Lit. to be husband -lovers, children -lovers. Both adjectives N.T.oolxx. Φίλανδρος in Class. not in this sense, but loving men or masculine habits; lewd. In the better sense often in epitaphs. An inscription at Pergamum has the following: Ἱούλιος Βάσσος Ὁτακιλίᾳ Πώλλῃ τῇ γλυκυτάτῃ γυναικί, φιλάνδρῳ καὶ φιλοτέκνῳ συμβιωσάσῃ ἀμέμπτως ἔτη λ , Julius Bassus to Otacilia Polla my sweetest wife, who loved her husband and children and lived with me blamelessly for thirty years.

Verse 5
Keepers at home ( οἰκουργούς )
Wrong. Rend. workers at home. N.T.oolxx, oClass.

Good ( ἀγαθάς )
Not attributive of workers at home, but independent. Rend. kindly. The mistress of the house is to add to her thrift, energy, and strict discipline, benign, gracious, heartily kind demeanor. Comp. Matthew 20:15; 1 Peter 2:18; Acts 9:36. See on Acts 11:24; see on Romans 5:7.

Obedient ( ὑποτασσομένας )
Better, subject or in subjection. Frequent in Paul, but not often in the active voice. See on James 4:7; see on Romans 8:7; see on Philemon 3:21; and comp. 1 Corinthians 14:34; Ephesians 5:22; Colossians 3:18.

Verse 7
In all things ( περὶ πάντα )
Lit. concerning all things. The exact phrase, N.T.oFor analogous use of περὶ comp. Luke 10:40, Luke 10:41; Acts 19:25; 1 Timothy 1:19; 1 Timothy 6:4, 1 Timothy 6:21; 2 Timothy 3:8.

Shewing thyself ( σεαυτὸν παρεχόμενος )
See on 1 Timothy 1:4. The phrase N.T.obut occurs in Class., as, to show one's self holy or righteous; wise or skillful; παρέχειν tomake himself scarce.

Incorruptness ( ἀφθορίαν )
Const. with shewing. N.T.ooClass. lxx once, Haggai 2:18. Omit sincerity.

Verse 8
Sound speech ( λόγον ὑγιῆ )
Ὑγιής sound, only here in Pastorals. The usual form is the participle, as ὑγιαινόντων λόγων , 2 Timothy 1:13; ὑγιαίνουσι λόγοις , 1 Timothy 6:3.

That cannot be condemned ( ἀκατάγνωστον )
N.T.ooClass. See Mark href="/desk/?q=mr+15:39&sr=1">Mark 15:39. The heathen opposer is meant. Comp. blasphemed, Titus 2:5, and 1 Timothy 6:1. Ἑναντίος contraryin Paul only 1 Thessalonians 2:15.

May be ashamed ( ἐντραπῇ )
Only here in Pastorals. In Paul, 1 Corinthians 4:14, note; 2 Thessalonians 3:14, note, and see on Matthew 21:37.

Evil thing ( φαῦλον )
Only here in Pastorals. In Paul, Romans 9:11; 2 Corinthians 5:10. See on John 3:20.

Verse 9
To please them well in all things ( ἐν πᾶσιν εὐαρέστους εἶναι )
Wrong. Const. in all things with to be in subjection. Note the position of ἐν πᾶσιν in 1 Timothy 3:11; 1 Timothy 4:15; 2 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 4:5, and comp. ὑπακούειν κατὰ πάντα obey in all things, Colossians 3:20, Colossians 3:22; and ὑποτάσσεται - ἐν παντί issubject in everything, Ephesians 5:24. Ἑυάρεστος wellpleasing, only here in Pastorals. Almost exclusively in Paul. See also Hebrews 13:21. Ευαρέστως acceptably Hebrews 12:28.

Verse 10
Purloining ( νοσφιζομένους )
Only here and Acts 5:2, Acts 5:3. lxx, Joshua 7:1; 1Timothy href="/desk/?q=1ti+2:9&sr=1">1 Timothy 2:9.

Verse 11
d This teaching or doctrine which is to be adorned by the lives of God's servants - the teaching of the gospel - is now stated in Titus 2:11-15.

The grace of God ( ἡ χάρις τοῦ θεοῦ )
A common Pauline phrase. The exact phrase only here in Pastorals. It is the ultimate ground of salvation. Comp. 2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 2:5, Ephesians 2:8; Galatians 1:15.

That bringeth salvation ( σωτήριος )
Lit. saving. N.T.oConst. with χαρις graceThe saving grace of God.

Hath appeared ( ἐπεφάνη )
Only in Pastorals, Luke, and Acts. In the active voice, to bring to light, show. See on ἐπιφάνεια appearing 1 Timothy 6:14.

To all men
Const. with that bringeth salvation, not with hath appeared.

The grace of God which is saving for all men
Comp. 1 Timothy 2:4.

Verse 12
Teaching ( παιδεύουσα )
Better, instructing or training. The saving economy of God is educative. Comp. Hebrews 12:4-11, and see on 1 Timothy 1:20.

Ungodliness ( ἀσέβειαν )
In Pastorals only here and 2 Timothy 2:16. The contrary of εὐσέβεια , for which see on 1 Timothy 2:2.

Worldly lusts ( κοσμικὰς ἐπιθυμίας )
The phrase N.T.o Κοσμικὸς worldlyonly here and Hebrews 9:1. On the ethical sense in κόσμος theworld, see on Acts 17:24, and see on John 1:9.

Verse 13
Looking for ( προσδεχόμενοι )
In Pastorals only here. Comp. Mark 15:43; Luke 2:25; Luke 12:36. In this sense not in Paul. Primarily, to receive to one's self, admit, accept. So Luke 15:2; Romans 16:2; Philemon 2:29. That which is accepted in faith, is awaited expectantly.

That blessed hope ( τὴν μακαρίαν ἐλπίδα )
The phrase N.T.o Μακάριος blessedvery often in the Gospels. See on Matthew 5:3. In Pastorals, with the exception of this passage, always of God. In Paul, only of men, and so usually in the Gospels. Ἑλπίδα hopethe object of hope. Why the hope is called blessed, appears from 2 Timothy 4:8; Philemon 3:20, etc. Comp. Judges 1:21, and 1 Peter 1:13.

And the glorious appearing ( καὶ ἐπιφάνειαν τῆς δόξης )
Καὶ is explanatory, introducing the definition of the character of the thing hoped for. Looking for the object of hope, even the appearing, etc. Glorious appearing is a specimen of the vicious hendiadys by which the force of so many passages has been impaired or destroyed in translation. Rend. appearing of the glory.

Of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ ( τοῦ μεγάλου θεοῦ καὶ σωτῆρος ἡμῶν Χριστοῦ Ἱησοῦ )
For Jesus Christ rend. Christ Jesus. Μέγας greatwith God, N.T.obut often in lxx. According to A.V. two persons are indicated, God and Christ. Revelations with others rend. of our great God and Savior Christ Jesus, thus indicating one person, and asserting the deity of Christ. I adopt the latter, although the arguments and authorities in favor of the two renderings are very evenly balanced.

Verse 14
Gave himself for us ( ἔδωκεν ἑαυτὸν ὑπὲρ ἡμῶν )
See on 1 Timothy 2:6, and comp. Galatians 1:4. Ὑπὲρ onbehalf of; not instead of.

Might redeem ( λυτρώσηται )
Only here, Luke 24:21; 1 Peter 1:18. See on 1 Timothy 2:6. Neither λύτρον ransom, λύτρωσις redemption, nor λυτρωτής redeemer occur in Paul. He has the figure of purchase ( ἀγοράζεσθαι, ἐξαγοράζεσθαι ), 1 Corinthians 6:20; 1 Corinthians 7:23; Galatians 3:13; Galatians 4:5. Comp. Revelation 5:9; Revelation 14:3, Revelation 14:4; 2 Peter 2:1.

Iniquity ( ἀνομίας )
Only here in Pastorals. Lit. lawlessness. See on 1 John 3:4.

Might purify ( καθαρίσῃ )
In Pastorals only here. Mostly in Synoptic Gospels and Hebrews. In Paul, 2 Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 5:26. oClass. Often in lxx.

A peculiar people ( λαὸν περιούσιον )
Λαός peopleonly here in Pastorals. In Paul ten times, always in citations. Most frequently in Luke and Acts; often in Hebrews and Revelation. Περιούσιος N.T.oA few times in lxx, always with λαός . See Exodus 19:5; Exodus 23:22; Deuteronomy 7:6; Deuteronomy 14:2; Deuteronomy 26:18. The phrase was originally applied to the people of Israel, but is transferred here to believers in the Messiah - Jews and Gentiles. Comp. 1 Peter 2:10. Περιούσιος is from the participle of περιεῖναι tobe over and above: hence περιουσία abundanceplenty. Περιούσιος also means possessed over and above, that is, specially selected for one's own; exempt from ordinary laws of distribution. Hence correctly represented by peculiar, derived from peculium, a private purse, a special acquisition of a member of a family distinct from the property administered for the good of the whole family. Accordingly the sense is given in Ephesians 1:14, where believers are said to have been sealed εἰς ἀπολύτρωσιν τῆς περιποιήσεως witha view to redemption of possession, or redemption which will give possession, thus = acquisition. So 1 Peter 2:9, where Christians are styled λαὸς εἰς περιποίησιν apeople for acquisition, to be acquired by God as his peculiar possession. Comp. 1 Thessalonians 5:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:14, and περιποιεῖσθαι toacquire, Acts 20:28. The phrase καθαρίζειν λαὸν topurify the people, in lxx, Nehemiah 12:30; Acts href="/desk/?q=ac+21:20&sr=1">Acts 21:20; Acts 22:3; 1 Peter 3:13. Only here in Pastorals. In Paul, 1 Corinthians 14:12; Galatians 1:14. For the word as a title, see on the Canaanite, Matthew 10:4, and see on Mark 3:18.

Authority ( ἐπιταγῆς )
See on 1 Timothy 1:1.

Despise ( περιφρονείτω )
N.T.oOccasionally in Class. From περὶ beyond φρονεῖν tobe minded. To set one's self in thought beyond; hence; contemn, despise. Comp. 1 Timothy 4:12. The exhortation is connected with authority. Titus is to claim respect for his office and for himself as bearing it.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Put them in mind ( ὑπομίμνησκε ἐξουσίαις )
See on 2 Timothy 2:14, and see on ὑπόμνησιν reminding 2 Timothy 1:5.

Principalities and powers ( ἀρχαῖς ἐξουσίαις )
Omit and. Principalities which are authorities. Ἁρχή beginning= that which begins: the leader, principality. See on Colossians 1:16; see on Judges 1:6; see on Acts 10:11. Only here in Pastorals. Ἑξουσία rightauthority. See on Mark 2:10; see on John 1:12; see on Colossians 1:16. Only here in Pastorals. For the combination principalities and powers, see on Luke 20:20.

To obey magistrates ( πειθαρχεῖν )
Comp. Acts 5:29, Acts 5:32; Acts 27:21. See on Acts 5:29. The idea of magistrates is contained in the word itself; but it is quite proper to render as Rev. to be obedient. Rare in lxx.

Ready to every good work ( πρὸς πᾶν ἔργον ἀγαθὸν ἑτοίμους εἶναι )
The phrase N.T.o Ἑτοίμος readyonly here in Pastorals. Comp. ἑτοιμασία readinessor preparation, Ephesians 6:15(note).

Verse 2
No brawlers ( ἀμάχους )
Better as Rev., not to be contentious. See on 1 Timothy 3:3. Pastonosupersub.

Verse 3
Divers - pleasures ( ἡδοναῖς ποικίλαις )
Ἡδονή pleasureonly here in Pastorals. oP. See on James 4:1. For ποικίλαις diverssee on 2 Timothy 3:6.

Malice ( κακίᾳ )
Only here in Pastorals. See on James 1:21. In N.T. κακία is a special form of vice, not viciousness in general, as Cicero, Tusc. iv. 15, who explains by “vitiositas, a viciousness which includes all vices.” Calvin, on Ephesians 4:32, defines as “ a viciousness of mind opposed to humanity and fairness, and commonly styled malignity.” The homily ascribed to Clement of Rome, describes κακία as the forerunner ( προοδοίπορον ) of our sins (x). Malice is a correct translation.

Verse 4
Kindness ( χρηστότης )
Only here in Pastorals. Elsewhere only in Paul. See on Romans 3:12, and see on easy, Matthew 11:30.

Love ( φιλανθρωπία )
Love is too vague. It is love toward men; comp. Titus 3:2. Only here and Acts 28:2: φιλανθρώπως kindly, Acts 27:3(note). While it cannot be asserted that the heretical characteristics noted in the Pastoral Epistles point collectively to any specific form of error, it is true, nevertheless, that certain characteristics of the economy of grace are emphasized, which are directly opposed to Gnostic ideas. Thus the exhortation that supplications be made for all men, supported by the statement that God wills that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:1, 1 Timothy 2:4), is in the teeth of the Gnostic distinction between men of spirit and men of matter, and of the Gnostic principle that the knowledge ( ἐπίγνωσις ) of truth was only for a limited, intellectual class. To the same effect is the frequent recurrence of all, for all, in connection with the saving and enlightening gifts of God (1 Timothy 2:6; 1 Timothy 4:10; 1 Timothy 6:13; Titus 2:11). So here: not only has the saving grace of God appeared unto all (Titus 2:11), but it has revealed itself as kindness and love to man as man.

Verse 5
Not by works of righteousness which we have done ( οὐκ ἐξ ἔργων τῶν ἐν δικαιοσύνῃ ἃ ἐποιήσαμεν )
Lit. not by works, those namely in righteousness, which we did. The thought is entirely Pauline. Ἑξ ἔργων strictly, out of, in consequence of works. Εν δικαιοσύνῃ inthe sphere of righteousness; as legally righteous men. Comp. Ephesians 2:9. We did emphatic. Comp. Romans 10:5; Galatians 3:10, Galatians 3:12; Galatians 5:3.

According to his mercy ( κατὰ τὸ αὐτοῦ ἔλεος )
The phrase only 1 Peter 1:3. Comp. Romans 15:9; Ephesians 2:4; Judges 1:21.

By the washing of regeneration ( διὰ λουτροῦ παλινγενεσίας )
Λουτρόν only here and Ephesians 5:26. It does not mean the act of bathing, but the bath, the laver. Παλινγενεσία only here and Matthew 19:28, where it is used of the final restoration of all things. The phrase laver of regeneration distinctly refers to baptism, in connection with which and through which as a medium regeneration is conceived as taking place. Comp. Romans 6:3-5. It is true that nothing is said of faith; but baptism implies faith on the part of its recipient. It has no regenerating effect apart from faith; and the renewing of the Holy Spirit is not bestowed if faith be wanting.

Renewing ( ἀνακαινώσεως )
Only here and Romans 12:2. Comp. 2 Corinthians 5:7. Paul has ἀνακαινοῦν torenew, 2 Corinthians 4:16; Colossians 3:10: ἀνακαίνωσις renewing Romans 12:2. Ἁνακαινίζειν torenew, only Hebrews 6:6. The connection of the genitive is disputed. Some make it dependent on λουτροῦ bathso that the bath of baptism is conceived as implying regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit. Others construe with renewing only, ἀνακαινώσεως being dependent on διὰ ; through the laver of regeneration and (through) the renewing, etc. The former seems the more probable. The phrase renewing of the Holy Spirit only here. In N.T. the Spirit or the Holy Spirit is joined in the genitive with the following words: comfort, joy, power, love, demonstration, manifestation, earnest, ministration, fellowship, promise, fruit, unity, sword, sanctification.

Verse 6
Shed ( ἐξέχεεν )
Or poured forth. Only here in Pastorals. Most frequent in Revelation. The pouring out of the Spirit is an O.T. metaphor. See Joel 3:1, Joel 3:2, cit. in Acts 2:17, Acts 2:18; Zechariah 12:10. In Paul the verb occurs but once, of shedding blood, Romans 3:15, cit.

Verse 7
Being justified ( δικαιωθέντες )
In Pastorals only here and 1 Timothy 3:16(note). See Introd. VI. Justification is conceived as taking place before the outpouring of the Spirit.

By his grace ( τῇ ἐκείνου χάριτι )
By the grace of Jesus Christ. See Acts 15:11; 2 Corinthians 8:9; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Romans 5:6; Galatians 1:6.

We should be made heirs ( κληρονόμοι γενηθῶμεν )
Κληρονόμος heironly here in Pastorals. A favorite idea of Paul. See Romans 4:13; Romans 8:17; Galatians 3:29. Heirship of eternal life is the result of justification. So, clearly, 2Corinthians href="/desk/?q=2co+5:5&sr=1">2 Corinthians 5:5; Ephesians 1:14.

According to the hope of eternal life ( κατ ' ἐλπίδα ζωῆς αἰωνίου )
Const. of eternal life with heirs, and rend. heirs of eternal life according to hope. Comp. Romans 4:18; Romans 5:2; Romans 8:24; Galatians 5:5; Colossians 1:5, Colossians 1:27; Titus 1:2; 1 Peter 1:3; 1 John 3:2, 1 John 3:3.

Verse 8
Affirm constantly ( διαβεβαιοῦσθαι )
PastoSee on 1 Timothy 1:7. Constantly, not continually, but uniformly and consistently. So Book of Common Prayer, “Collect for Saint John Baptist's Day,” “and after his example constantly speak the truth.” Rend. affirm steadfastly.

Might be careful ( φροντίζωσιν )
N.T.oQuite often in lxx. Frequent in Class. To think or consider; hence to take careful thought, ponder, be anxious about.

To maintain ( προΐ̀στασθαι )
Mostly in Pastorals, and usually in the sense of ruling, as Romans 12:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; 1 Timothy 3:4, 1 Timothy 3:5. The sense here is to be forward in.

Profitable ( ὠφέλιμα )
Pastoolxx. Comp. 1 Timothy 4:8; 2 Timothy 3:16.

Verse 9
Foolish questions, etc.
See on 2 Timothy 2:23. For genealogies see on 1 Timothy 1:4.

Strivings about the law ( μάχας νομικὰς )
The phrase N.T.oComp. 1 Timothy 1:7. Νομικός mostly in Luke. Everywhere except here a lawyer, with the article or τὶς .

Unprofitable ( ἀνωφελεῖς )
Only here and Hebrews 7:18.

Vain ( μάταιοι )
Only here in Pastorals. Twice in Paul, 1 Corinthians 3:20, cit.; 1 Corinthians 15:17(note). Very frequent in lxx. The sense is aimless or resultless, as μάταιος εὐχή aprayer which cannot obtain fulfilment. The questions, genealogies, etc., lead to no attainment or advancement in godliness. Comp. ματαιολογία jangling 1 Timothy 1:6; ματαιολόγοι vaintalkers, 1 Timothy 1:10; ματαιότης vanity Romans 8:20; Ephesians 4:17; ἐματαιώθησαν weremade vain, Romans 1:21; μάτην invain, Matthew 15:9.

Verse 10
A man that is an heretic ( αἱρετικὸν ἄνθρωπον )
Ἁιρετικός hereticalN.T.oFor αἵρεσις heresysee on 1 Peter 2:1.

Admonition ( νουθεσίαν )
Only here, 1 Corinthians 10:11; Ephesians 6:4(note). See on νουθετεῖν toadmonish, Acts 20:31.

Verse 11
Is subverted ( ἐξέστραπται )
N.T.oMore than turned away from the right path: rather, turned inside out. Comp. lxx, Deuteronomy 32:20.

Sinneth ( ἁμαρτάνει )
See on 1 John 1:9; see on Matthew 1:21, and see on trespasses, Matthew 6:14.

Condemned of himself ( αὐτοκατάκριτος )
Better as Rev., self-condemned. N.T.oolxx, oClass.

Verse 12
Nicopolis
There were several cities of this name, one in Cilicia, one in Thrace, and one in Epirus. It is uncertain which one is meant here.

To winter ( παραχειμάσαι )
Comp. Acts 27:12; Acts 28:11; 1 Corinthians 16:6. The noun παραχειμασία wintering Acts 27:12.

Verse 14
Ours ( ἡμέτεροι )
Our brethren in Crete.

For necessary uses ( εἰς τὰς ἀναγκαίας χρείας )
The phrase N.T.oWith reference to whatever occasion may demand them.

Unfruitful ( ἄκαρποι )
Only here in Pastorals. In Paul, 1 Corinthians 14:14; Ephesians 5:11. Not only in supplying the needs, but in cultivating Christian graces in themselves by acts of Christian service.

Verse 15
Them that love us in the faith ( τοὺς φιλοῦντας ἡμᾶς ἐν πίστει )
Better, in faith. The phrase N.T.o Φιλεῖν tolove, only here in Pastorals, and in Paul, only 1 Corinthians 16:22. See on ἀγάπη love Galatians 5:22. Const. in faith with that love us.

