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00 Introduction 

Titus and His Relationship to Paul
Two young men in the New Testament stand out because of their relationship with the apostle Paul. Timothy is better known because he is so often with Paul in Acts. Titus" name never appears in Luke"s record. However, it appears he was at the center of the controversy which led to the Jerusalem conference. Paul clearly stated that Titus was a Greek. When some brethren tried to insist Titus be circumcised, Paul refused to submit to them lest the gospel of Christ be compromised. James, Peter and John extended to Paul the right hand of fellowship and the controversy ended (Galatians 2:1-10). J. W. Roberts, in his book on Titus, Philemon and James, states plainly that Titus was present with Paul in Ephesus since it was from there that

“...he was sent to Corinth in connection with the collection for the saints and to learn the effects of the First Corinthian letter (2 Corinthians 7:6-9; 2 Corinthians 8:6; 2 Corinthians 12:18). While there he had acted in a commendable way. After this he went to Macedonia, where he rejoined Paul, who had expected to join him at Troas (Acts 20:1 f; 2 Corinthians 2:12 f; 7:6; 8:23). The news which he brought to Paul from Corinth was cheering (2 Corinthians 7:6). He was then sent before Paul to Corinth to complete the contribution (2 Corinthians 8:16 f, 23).

Paul clearly trusted Titus. This is seen in all the various tasks he was sent to perform, as observed in the above references. By the time the letter bearing his name was written, he was on the island of Crete. His duties there will be discussed as we comment on specific verses within the epistle.

The Nature and Purpose of Paul’s Writing
The letters of 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus “are of the greatest interest, for no letters in the New Testament give such a vivid picture of the growing Church. In them we see the problems of a Church which is a little island of Christianity in a sea of paganism; and in them we see as nowhere else the beginnings of the ministry of the Church” (Barclay, ix). As Bruce Stewart noted, Paul wrote the letters to Timothy and Titus like a father might write a letter to his son. Stewart also says Paul had the purpose of expressing affection and appreciation, while charging them personally with rebuking false doctrine, reminding brothers and sisters of basic teaching, living as examples, using their gifts to teach others, guarding their relationship to God, holding the pattern of sound words and remaining cool in volatile situations (pp. 1-2).

Titus
Titus is one of those people many of us would like to meet. Little is written about him, but what is written commends him. He was born of Gentile parents (Galatians 2:1-3). He was a traveling companion of Paul. Like Timothy, Titus is described by Paul as his true son in the faith (1 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4). The apostle sent him to Corinth during a troubled time. Paul was anxious over the report he would bring back. In fact, he left Troas despite the open door he found there (2 Corinthians 2:12-13).

When they met in Macedonia, Paul received comfort from God in the form of Titus" words. The apostle rejoiced in the way they had refreshed the young preacher. Their response to loving instruction had confirmed the things he had earlier told Titus. Titus grew to love and appreciate them for their obedience (, 13-16). Paul urged him to return with the second letter to complete the good work he had begun at Corinth (8:6, 16-18, 23). He described Titus as a partner and fellow worker.

Paul also sent him on a mission to Dalmatia (2 Timothy 4:10). He left him in Crete to help the church with things lacking. When the job was finished, the aging apostle wanted him to meet him in Nicopolis (Titus 1:5; Titus 3:12). Paul"s prayer for Titus was that he would receive grace, mercy and peace from God (Titus 1:4).
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
-

Paul, A Servant of God
The Greeks had two words for slave. One was used for someone captured in battle and forced into slavery. The other described those born into slavery. Paul used the latter when he called himself a servant of God (Titus 1:1 a). James uses the same words in James 1:1. Jesus described Moses as a servant of God (Revelation 15:3). It is especially appropriate for Christians to think of themselves as slaves. When we are born to walk in newness of life, we change masters from Satan to righteousness (Romans 6:3-4; Romans 6:16-18). We are God"s slaves because he bought us with the price of his own Son"s blood (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

Paul was commissioned by Christ to carry the good news to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15). His purpose was to further the cause of Christ and help God"s people grow in faith and knowledge (Romans 1:5-6). He wanted to spread the truth which was associated with godliness. Other truth, for instance from the fields of math and science, could be taught by others. Such preaching is grounded in the hope of eternal salvation. It comes out of the plan God made even before he formed the world (2 Timothy 1:9; Romans 16:25; Colossians 1:26). That plan had been made known in the church (Ephesians 1:9-11; Ephesians 3:8-11). Its truth was assured by the fact that it is impossible for God to lie (Titus 1:1 b-3; Hebrews 6:18).

Titus
Titus is one of those people many of us would like to meet. Little is written about him, but what is written commends him. He was born of Gentile parents (Galatians 2:1-3). He was a traveling companion of Paul. Like Timothy, Titus is described by Paul as his true son in the faith (1 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4). The apostle sent him to Corinth during a troubled time. Paul was anxious over the report he would bring back. In fact, he left Troas despite the open door he found there (2 Corinthians 2:12-13).

When they met in Macedonia, Paul received comfort from God in the form of Titus" words. The apostle rejoiced in the way they had refreshed the young preacher. Their response to loving instruction had confirmed the things he had earlier told Titus. Titus grew to love and appreciate them for their obedience (, 13-16). Paul urged him to return with the second letter to complete the good work he had begun at Corinth (8:6, 16-18, 23). He described Titus as a partner and fellow worker.

Paul also sent him on a mission to Dalmatia (2 Timothy 4:10). He left him in Crete to help the church with things lacking. When the job was finished, the aging apostle wanted him to meet him in Nicopolis (Titus 1:5; Titus 3:12). Paul"s prayer for Titus was that he would receive grace, mercy and peace from God (Titus 1:4).

Verse 5
Crete and Titus’ Task
This young preacher was left by Paul on the island of Crete (Titus 1:5). Crete is the largest and southernmost of the Greek islands. At 3,200 square miles, it is about half the size of New Jersey. It is 160 miles from east to west. From north to south, the island is from 6 to 35 miles in width. The northern coast provides good natural harbor. Much of the southern coast has mountains rising up from the sea. At its center is Cape Lithinos, the most southerly point of Crete. Immediately east is the bay known as Fair Havens. Crete was annexed by Rome in 67 B. C. It was combined with Cyrene to form one province. Because of its geographic location, Crete was exposed to a wide variety of influences. The Greek islands were used almost like stepping stones for traffic moving from Asia Minor to Greece. There was a temple of Bacchus on this island famed for its wine. The people were known for drunkenness and trickery. The Cretans had a reputation for lying, as Paul makes clear in Titus 1:12.

Titus was left on the island with the specific mission of setting things right. Several problems are dealt with in the epistle that were likely on Paul"s mind when he wrote these words. Clearly, Paul must have been on Crete with Titus at one time. Likely this occurred after he was released from his first Roman imprisonment. In addition to providing the things they were lacking, Titus was to appoint elders. These were to be in every city, among the hundreds in Crete, where the gospel had spread.

Jews from Crete were present on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:11). Some may have obeyed the gospel and taken the seed home when they returned. On his journey to Rome, Paul spent some time in Fair Havens. The text does not tell us whether he got to go ashore. Because the Fast was already past, we know it was the fall of the year. Paul advised them to winter there. The ship"s owner and helmsman insisted they try to reach Phoenix, a harbor some fifty miles west of the bay. Luke details the tragic choice they made (Acts 27:1-44).

Verses 6-8
Qualifications of Elders
Each man Titus appointed to serve as an elder was to be above reproach (Titus 1:6). Such included being the faithful husband of one wife. He could not be single or divorced and remarried for any cause other than fornication (Matthew 19:3-9). His children must have obeyed God"s word. They could not be involved in wasteful living without self control (Ephesians 5:18; Luke 15:13). Neither were they to be unwilling to submit to authority (1 Timothy 1:9).

It should be noted that Paul considered the word bishop to be interchangeable with elder. In fact, in Acts 20:17, he called for the elders from Ephesus to meet him at Miletus. Yet, he said it was their job to "oversee" the flock, which comes from the word translated bishop here. These men were overseeing God"s flock, so it was important they faithfully handle their responsibility (compare 1 Corinthians 4:1-2).

If the church is to go forward, it cannot afford to have a leader who always insists on having his own way (2 Peter 2:10). He must be able to govern himself. Therefore, he must not be quick tempered, a drunkard, violent or greedy for money acquired in dishonest ways (Titus 1:7). Instead, he must exhibit deep concern for the needs of others. His home must always be open to the stranger (Titus 1:8). His goods should be available to help widows and orphans (Hebrews 13:2; James 1:27). God"s leader loves good things (Philippians 1:10). He is a thoughtful man who constantly displays self control.

Elders should be upright in their treatment of their fellow men (Acts 10:22). This is certainly appropriate for the one who loves God and strives to imitate his holy nature (1 Peter 1:15-16; 1 John 4:7-11). The elder will be wise and moderate in his use of all things (1 Corinthians 9:25).

Verse 9-10
Holding Fast The Truth
Elders will cling to the truth, even in the face of strong opposition (Titus 1:9). They are ministers of the word, as the words "able to teach" would indicate (1 Timothy 3:2). Of course, Paul is speaking of wholesome, reliable words (1 Timothy 6:3-5; 2 Timothy 1:13; 2 Timothy 2:1-2). They must be skilled at teaching those in error the ways of righteousness. To do this, an elder would have to know the word of God. He must be able to use it to convince the false teacher of his errors. An answer must especially be given to those who speak against the truth.

Paul describes the specific false teachers of whom he is speaking in Titus 1:10. They were rebellious. They spoke empty words intended to deceive (2 Peter 2:18). This was particularly true of those who taught the necessity of circumcision for those in Christ. Such teachers had often created problems for Paul. Titus would have been well aware of the problem (Galatians 2:1-5; Galatians 2:11-16). If one could have been justified by the law of Moses, there would have been no need for the death of Christ. However, none could live perfectly. The law had no sacrifice that could remove sin, so Christ had to die for us (Hebrews 10:1-10). Our freedom, then, is in Christ, not Moses" law (Galatians 5:1-6).

Verses 11-16
Silence the False Teachers
Elders must be able to silence, as when wind instruments cease to play, such false teachings (Titus 1:11). To stop them, they may answer them or deny them the pulpit, or both. Whole families could be led astray by their deceptive teachings (compare 2 Timothy 2:18). Sadly, Paul says their only purpose in such teachings was to gain shameful material wealth. No wonder Paul urged the Ephesian elders to take heed to themselves and the flock (Acts 20:28)!

Paul continues his description of the nature of the false teachers by quoting a Cretan poet. J. W. Roberts says Epimenides and later Callimachus wrote, "The Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, idle gluttons." In fact, a Cretism was a lie. Obviously, such men were not interested in spiritual matters. Their one desire was to receive fleshly pleasure. Paul wanted such who were in the church to receive a sharp reprimand. Otherwise, some of the Cretan Christians might have gone back into that lifestyle. Also, Paul hoped such would turn the false teachers back to sound teaching in accord with the truth (Titus 1:12-13). Sound teaching would help the false teachers turn aside the myths of the Jewish teachers (Titus 1:14). It would enable them to ignore the commands of those teachers as well.

The pure see things, such as shoes, clothing, pots, etc., as pure and useful. However, the defiled man sees only defiled things (Proverbs 23:7). One can tell whether a man is of a pure or impure nature. He has only to look at his works. The false teacher will be found to be contemptible in God"s sight, disobedient and unsuited to any good work (Titus 1:15-16; Matthew 7:15-20).

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-5
Sound Doctrine for the Aged
The word "sound" here literally conveys the idea of healthy (Titus 2:1). Unfortunately, many people are not interested in sound teaching (1 Timothy 1:8-11; 2 Timothy 4:3-4). But, Paul urged Titus to teach such words for the good of those who would hear and obey. Specifically, older Christian men were to be taught to be sober minded. They also should live lives worthy of respect. They should be thoughtful. Too, a soundness should be exhibited in love, faith and patience (Titus 2:2).

Older Christian women should live becoming respect. They should not be false accusers or enslaved to wine. Instead, they should be teachers of good things. Among those good things would be Paul"s instructions to teach young women. Older women should show the younger how to love husband and children. They would also need to teach them to control their own lives and remain morally pure. A younger woman should be taught to be a worker at home filled with kind deeds. Naturally, they should be submissive to their own husbands (Ephesians 5:22-33). All this was to be taught to prevent someone from being able to truthfully speak against God"s way (Titus 2:3-5).

Verses 6-10
Instructions for Young Men and Servants
As with all the other categories, young men are exhorted to maintain self-control. Titus, like all the other young men, was charged to be a model of good works. His teaching was to be pure, filled with reverence and so sound as to thwart any condemning words from others. In fact, those hostile to the truth would be embarrassed to speak against his life (Titus 2:6-8).

Through Titus, Paul urged Christian slaves to live so as to be acceptable to their masters. They were not to talk back or take something entrusted to their care. Ultimately, all the good they did was meant to please the Master, Jesus Christ (Titus 2:9-10; Colossians 3:22-25). Actually, all the various instructions to Christians were written by Paul to encourage them to glorify God in all their lives.

Verse 11-12
The Grace of God
The reason all types of Christians are to live exemplary lives is the grace of God. That grace was shown in the coming of Jesus to bring salvation to the earth (Titus 2:11; Luke 2:25-32). When one accepts that grace, he dies to self and is raised to walk a new life. His decisions are then based on what Christ would have him do.

Grace teaches him to change his lifestyle (Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 2:20). He learns to say no to the irreverent life devoid of religion. He also sets aside worldly desire (1 John 2:15-17). In place of those, he lives a self-controlled, law abiding life. His disposition will be set in the direction of pleasing God while he lives on earth (Titus 2:12).

Verse 13-14
Looking for the Lord
The Christian can change his style of living because he has changed his focus. Instead of focusing on the here and now, he is expectantly awaiting the return of the Savior (Titus 2:13; 1 Corinthians 16:22; Revelation 22:20). His hope is in Christ and the glory he promised. Like Paul, the Christian faithfully stays the course knowing Christ will reward him with an eternal crown (1 Timothy 1:1; Romans 5:1-5; Colossians 1:27; 2 Timothy 4:6-8).

The Lord gave hope by paying the ransom price to buy sinful man out of bondage (Acts 20:28). Such bondage came because of man"s lawless deeds (1 Timothy 1:9; 2 Corinthians 5:15). He cleanses those who come to him. He consecrates them to perform good works in his service (Titus 2:14; Ephesians 2:8-10; Ezekiel 37:23). Paul urged Titus to speak these things about the Christian life with authority. He was to exhort others to follow such instruction. No one should be allowed to despise the instruction because it came from God (Titus 2:15).

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1-2
The Christian and Government
God set up three institutions to provide for man"s needs. Those are the home, the church and the government. He established governments to keep civil order. For that reason, Paul urged Christians to be subject to governmental authority (Titus 3:1). Their authority comes from God. They are permitted to use the sword to punish evil doers. Only those involved in wicked acts should have reason to fear them (Romans 13:1-7).

When the Pharisees questioned the Lord about paying taxes to Caesar, Jesus drew their attention to Caesar"s image on the coin. He said, "Render therefore unto Caesar the things that are Caesar"s, and to God the things that are God"s. He even paid the temple tax to avoid giving offense (Matthew 22:15-22; Matthew 17:24-27).

Peter learned well the Lord"s teaching on submission to those in authority. He insisted our obedience reflects the thinking of our Lord. Of course, he also knew those in authority had no right to ask anyone to disobey his Lord (1 Peter 2:13-17; Acts 4:18-20; Acts 5:29). Civil disobedience becomes necessary when man"s law requires one to violate God"s law. That may be the reason Paul said "to be ready for every good work." Certainly, we would not, even in obedience to man"s law, want to be ready to do any evil work.

Nero was a wicked ruler who did much harm to Christians in his day. Yet, he would be included in the admonition of Titus 3:2. No Christian should allow any evil to come out of his mouth (Ephesians 4:29-32; Colossians 4:5-6). The New King James Version says to be peaceable where the King James puts, "to be no brawlers" and the Revised Standard has, "to avoid quarreling." Christians should also be known for their gentle nature and humble spirit (1 Timothy 3:3; Galatians 6:1). Such attitudes ought to make the Christian stand out and will open doors of opportunity (2 Timothy 2:24).

Verse 3
Past Sinful Lives
Those who were Christians at the time of Paul"s writing were once involved in all sorts of sin (Titus 3:3). They were without spiritual understanding (foolish; 1 Timothy 6:9). Being disobedient toward God, they were led astray (2 Corinthians 11:3). They became enslaved to the passions and pleasures of a fleshly existence (Luke 8:14; 2 Timothy 2:22). All of their time was spent in harboring ill will toward others (Ephesians 4:31; Colossians 3:8; 1 Peter 2:1). Like many in the world, they had resented the good that they saw in the lives of others (Matthew 27:18; Galatians 5:19-21; Philippians 1:15-16; 1 Timothy 6:3-5). Others hated them because of their actions and they hated others in return.

Verses 4-7
Saved By God"s Mercy
Yet, God was gently disposed toward all mankind. He initiated efforts to save man by sending the Savior to earth. Though man may do a multitude of good deeds, he cannot earn salvation. Instead, man"s salvation comes as a result of God"s mercy. The loving Father extends that mercy through the washing of regeneration (Titus 3:4-5). Joseph H. Thayer, in his Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, says the word "regeneration" means "new birth." A careful comparison with Romans 6:3-4 clearly shows Paul is talking about baptism since it is in that watery grave that one finds newness of life (see also 1 Corinthians 6:11; Ephesians 5:26).

Of course, salvation is not complete without the renewing of the Holy Spirit. Peter told the Pentecost assembly to "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Christians are bought with a price and have become the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. He is the symbol of our hope in God"s love which has been given to us (1 Corinthians 6:19-20; Romans 5:5). In Titus 3:6, Paul describes Christ as having poured out the Spirit upon those penitents who were baptized.

The Revised Standard Version begins Titus 3:7 with the words "so that." When we obey God in the washing of the new birth and receive the renewing of the Holy Spirit, God justifies us by his grace (Galatians 2:16). Obedience then is a means of access to God"s favor, not a work of merit. It is the means by which a sinner reaches the blood of Christ which is found in his death (John 19:31-34; Colossians 2:12; Romans 3:24-26; Romans 5:9). After he is washed in the blood, God adopts him and makes him an heir of the hope of heaven (Galatians 3:26-29; Galatians 4:1-7).

Verses 8-11
A Response to the False Teachers
The false teachers would have had one believe salvation was through works of the law of Moses. However, Paul has just shown it is by God"s mercy which man finds through the washing of the new birth and the renewing of the Spirit. On the basis of this truth, Paul instructed Titus to teach it with confidence. False teachers are not timid, so the man of God cannot be either. Instead, Titus was to instruct the Cretan Christians to be careful to do good works (Ephesians 5:15-17). Such would be profitable because it is the means by which one maintains contact with the cleansing blood of Christ (Titus 3:8; 1 John 1:7).

Paul urged Titus to stand aloof from, or avoid, useless arguments. Such would likely involve questions man does not have an answer to which do not effect one"s eternal welfare. The Jews, and apparently the Judaizing teachers, spent long hours trying to determine their relationship to Abraham. Further, they would wrangle over things in the law of Moses. Such discussions were like trying to catch the wind in a box (Titus 3:9).

Some would likely persist in dragging men"s minds away from good works to those useless matters. When they pressed their opinions to the point of dividing the church, he should be warned and urged to change. Even those involved in such a public sin were to be given the second warning before they were finally rejected (Matthew 18:15-17). How sad to have to treat one who had once been called a brother as a heathen! Yet, he is so corrupted and sinful as to obviously no longer be living the Christian life. Christians must avoid them lest the leaven of their sin spread through the whole church (Titus 3:10-11; 1 Corinthians 5:4-8; 1 Corinthians 5:11).

Verses 12-15
Closing Words
Paul apparently planned to send either Artemas or Tychicus to take Titus" place in Crete (compare 2 Timothy 4:12; Acts 20:4; Ephesians 6:21-22; Colossians 4:7). Titus was then to join Paul in Nicopolis where he planned to spend the winter. Titus was also instructed to help Zenas and Apollos on their way. Zenas is called a lawyer, but we do not know whether he worked with the Jewish or Roman law. Apollos was a gospel preacher (Acts 18:24-28; 1 Corinthians 3:5-9; 1 Corinthians 16:12). Hospitality was important to travelers of that day. To bring someone on his way, one would have to provide all he needed to continue his journey (Titus 3:12-13; Romans 15:24; 1 Corinthians 9:9; 1 Corinthians 9:14; 1 Corinthians 16:6; 1 Corinthians 16:11).

Perhaps in conjunction with helping Zenas and Apollos on their journey, Paul repeated his instruction for Titus to urge the brethren to maintain good works. They were to be especially mindful of pressing needs. Caring for the needs of others causes one to bear fruit in the Lord"s service (Titus 3:14; Titus 3:8; Titus 2:7; Titus 2:14; 1 Timothy 2:10; 1 Timothy 5:10; 1 Timothy 6:18; 2 Timothy 2:21; Matthew 25:31-46). Paul closed by relaying the greetings of all the brethren with him to Titus. In turn, he asked Titus to convey his greetings to those who loved him because of their common faith. His final prayer for the young preacher and brethren, since this "you" is plural, is for God"s unmerited favor to be on them (Titus 3:15). 

