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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 10
A PROMISE
‘He shall come to he glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe … in that day.’

2 Thessalonians 1:10
In our text the brilliant lights of this promise, ‘He shall come to be glorified in His saints,’ are shown on a very dark background. St. Paul had proclaimed the simple gospel of the grace of God to these Thessalonians. That gospel had been received by many of them, but in much affliction. The offence of the Cross was theirs. The Apostle draws aside the curtain and reveals the events which are veiled to mortal eyes—the coming of the Lord and the light of eternity thrown on the things of time.

I. It was of saints and believers he spoke.—Once dark idolaters they were now light in the Lord. What had made thewondrous change? The acceptance of the message of the gospel. Such a glorious gospel!

II. Christ shall be glorified in His saints.—Why, the skilled workman is admired in his works of skill which he has wrought. The artist is admired in his picture on which he has lavished time and thought. The sculptor is admired in that marvellously chiselled statue which seems almost to breathe. The author in his book, transfused with his deepest thoughts and feelings. Surely God’s people shall show forth His praise? We shall be presented ‘faultless.’ Shall not the Master see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied?

III. It is not the saints who will be admired, but the Saviour. The praise shall all be His. In the perfected Bride there will be a perfect reflection of Christ.

This leads us on to the Apostle’s prayer (2 Thessalonians 1:11).

Bishop E. H. Bickersteth.

Illustration
‘There is a distinction between “glorified in the saints” and “admired in them that believe.” We must trace the difference. “Saints” are either those in whom the great work of sanctification is going on in this world, or those in whom it is perfected in the world to come. In this passage it is the perfectly holy. Now, holiness, as regards man, is the final end. All else—election, redemption, grace—is only a means to the one end—that we may be holy. Therefore we are always taught to think of everything else as a first principle, and to go on to holiness. And the reason is this: Holiness is the image of God; to see His own image is the will and purpose of God. That there might be an image of God was the first creation, that there might be an image of God is the second creation. The thick clay will have become the beautiful vessel—the rude ore will be the pure, fine gold. Out of the unlikeliest materials the hands of the Almighty will have made His masterpiece—the pearl from the shell, the diamond from the charcoal—and the whole world will marvel at that transformation; and God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost will be “glorified in His saints.”’

Verse 11-12
A PRAYER
‘To which end we also pray always for you, that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfil every desire of goodness and every work of faith, with power; that the Name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and ye in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.’

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 (R.V.)

These words of the Apostle Paul were a prayer for the infant Christian Church at Thessalonica, a church founded by him some twenty years after the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. St. Paul was wishing to encourage the Thessalonian Christians—a small body of believers in the midst of much opposition and many perplexities—to be steadfast in their faith. He bids them look on for the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven, as an event in which all righteous judgment should culminate.

I. ‘The Name of our Lord Jesus’ had for the Apostle Paul, and has for all who believe as Paul did, a sacred, a personal, a living significance. No one can fail to perceive the parallel which suggests itself between the petition taught by Christ to His disciples in the prayer to ‘our Father in heaven,’ and the wish of St. Paul here as he looks up and away from earth’s sin and suffering to the yearned-for future of a perfected salvation.

‘Hallowed be Thy Name’ is the primary attitude of a soul turned Godward. But, it may be asked, is such attitude legitimate, Christward? Most assuredly yes, if we honestly receive and believe the gospel records of what Christ was, and taught, and did.

II. How is this Name glorified?—Think of two utterances of Christ Himself. ‘The hour is come that the Son of Man should be glorified.’ He then intimates that through suffering and death should come the glorious issue; and His soul is troubled within Him, and yet confident as to the final victory. Again, our Lord in speaking to His disciples about the Spirit of Truth said, ‘He shall glorify Me.’ God glorified in Christ; Christ glorified by the Spirit; the world attracted, the disciples taught; and disciples thus enlightened, inspired, encouraged, are to preach remission of sins in Christ’s Name unto all the nations of the earth: this is, in brief sum, the function of the Messianic age, the progressive glorification of the Name of our Lord Jesus among men.

III. The effect upon human progress of Christ’s claims and of the response to them is indisputable.—Men recognise ‘Christianity’ as a great transforming power, and as a great ethical force in the world; but do not let us forget that its power is personal and its force is spiritual energy, exercised in the life of Christians. It is no abstract system of theology or ethics that has produced the ameliorating, or expanding, or elevating effects which show themselves in connection with the spread and reception of the Christian religion; it is the practical outcome of glorifying the Name of our Lord Jesus.

—Archbishop Saumarez Smith.

Illustration
‘Christ Jesus cannot be disestablished from human history; nor can His resurrection be disproved, though it can be denied. Non-Christian critics are themselves compelled to some extent to glorify Christ’s Name. When Strauss, the German critic, says, “Jesus stands in the first line of those who have developed the idea of humanity,” and that “in Him is condensed all that is good and excellent in our nature”; when Renan, the French man of letters, says that “Jesus is the individual who has made His species take the greatest step towards the Divine”; when John Stuart Mill, the English philosopher (in a passage often quoted), tells us that it would not “even now be easy for an unbeliever to find a better translation of the rule of virtue from the abstract to the concrete than to endeavour so to live that Christ would approve our life”; the Christian believer may—not self-complacently, but gratefully—feel how these testimonies tend to prove that the logical position and the moral certainty of the Christian, who believes, is superior to that of the non-believer, who criticises.’

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
THE SECOND COMING
‘Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto Him.’

2 Thessalonians 2:1
When will this ‘gathering’ be? It will be at the end of the world, when Christ returns to earth the second time. Visibly He went away, visibly in the body He will return; and the very first thing that He will do will be to ‘gather together’ His people (Matthew 24:31).

I. What will be the manner of this ‘gathering’?—This is plainly revealed in Holy Scripture. The dead saints shall be raised, and the living saints shall all be changed (Revelation 20:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52). And this ‘gathering’ will be great, wonderful, humbling:

(a) Great—because all the people of God, from the first saint of God’s to the last born at the time of His Coming, out of every nation, all shall be assembled together.

(b) Wonderful—because His saints in different ages and from different climes, who have never seen each other in the flesh, nor know each other’s native tongues, shall form one harmonious throng; the confusion of tongues shall cease (Revelation 5:13; Revelation 7:9-10). Moreover, many will be there whom we might never have expected to see at all (St. Matthew 19:30).

(c) Humbling—because an end will then be made of all that disfigured and hampered the ‘Church’ on earth—an end to bigotry, party spirit, religious jealousy, and pride. They will meet there in perfect agreement who refused to meet on earth; all differences will be sunk, for at last all will be completely ‘clothed with humility’ (1 Peter 5:5).

II. What will be the object of this ‘gathering’?—For the safety and reward of Christ’s people. However fearful the signs of the impending Judgment, His saints will have no cause to tremble, or to dread the great day of their ‘gathering together’; they shall be hidden in the secret place of the Most High. And this ‘gathering together’ will mark the inauguration of their exceeding great and final reward; complete justification from all guilt will be declared to all; each will receive that ‘crown of glory which fadeth not away’ and ‘the kingdom prepared before the foundation of the world’; and the great throng will be admitted publicly into the joy of their Lord.

III. Why is this ‘gathering together’ of His people a thing to be desired?—Because

(a) It will be a state totally unlike their present condition. To be scattered rather than gathered seems to be the rule on earth. Few continue long together even during their lives here. Children, parents, friends, fellow-workers, fellow-Christians, are being continually forced asunder from various causes; and, as life draws to its close, many a one is left almost alone. The hour is coming when there shall be no such thing as separation and loneliness. There will be no lack of company in that great ‘gathering together.’

(b) It will be an assembly of one mind and one heart. There are none such now. Mixture, hypocrisy, disunion, false profession, discord, creep in everywhere here. The tares grow together with the wheat. The foolish virgins tarry along with the wise. There is a Judas and a Demas in every Christian congregation; and wherever the ‘sons of God’ come together, Satan is sure to appear among them. But this will cease on that Day, when our Lord shall present to the Father a perfect Church ‘having neither spot nor wrinkle, nor any such thing’ (Ephesians 5:27).

(c) It will be a ‘gathering’ at which none shall be absent. The weakest lamb will not be left behind in the wilderness. We shall hold communion with all the saints of God who have fought the good fight before us from the beginning of the world. We shall once more see our dear ones who fell asleep in Jesus, better, more beautiful, than we knew them on earth.

(d) It will be a ‘meeting’ without a ‘parting.’ There are no such meetings now. ‘Good-bye’ is ever treading on the heels of ‘How are you?’ The cares and duties of life seem to eat up all our days and to make any appreciable period of inter-communion impossible. But the hour cometh when ‘farewell’ shall be buried for ever; when we shall meet in that endless state of ‘blessedness’ to part no more. No wonder the Apostle Paul bids us look up and look forward.

—Bishop J. C. Ryle.

Verse 1-2
MYSTERY MET BY FAITH
‘The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ … that ye be not soon shaken in mind.’

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2
The Apostle is here evidently addressing men who had conceived a wrong opinion as to the nearness of the Day of Judgment. He beseeches them by the very event, and by the solemn interest which all Christian men have in it, that they would give up this mistaken notion however they might have become familiar with it. He goes on to explain that previous to the tremendous transaction a certain other appalling event must take place, to be followed by the discovery of Antichrist.

I. How does it come to pass, if the Apostles were indeed aware that the Day of Judgment was still distant, that they so frequently use language which seems to imply its very near approach indeed? We must remember that their language is the established language of the prophets from the beginning. Ever since the Fall, the Second Advent of Christ was ever the one great event for which the whole human race was ever looking; and all, as many as God hath ever sent to be watchmen to the House of Israel, He hath instructed to herald His approach in the same unvarying formula, ‘The Lord is at hand.’

II. There is generally something mysterious and unexpected in the notes of time which are found in the utterances of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. They create rather than remove difficulties.

III. And yet the simplest, humblest faith is ever the wisest and the best. The Lord must be at hand, because the Lord Himself hath said it. He at the end of the days—he will find himself in the right, who has believed in the nearness of the Second Advent; who has accepted the message in the letter of it; who has lived and died in the constant apprehension, ‘Behold, the Judge standeth before the door.’

—Dean Burgon.

Verse 3
THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST
‘That day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.’

2 Thessalonians 2:3
The spirit of Antichrist is always in the world.

I. The spirit of Antichrist is the spirit of opposition to all moral restraint, and to all rule and authority. It is the spirit of corruption as St. Peter says, that is to say, of undoing and decomposition. Corruption is the opposite to life. Life builds up, corruption destroys.

II. The spirit of Antichrist is the spirit of hindering and forbidding the Church to do the work Christ has set her to do. It is the spirit that hates and would tread down worship offered to Christ. It is the spirit that abhors and would eliminate all definite belief in the truths of the gospel.

III. The antichristian spirit is not only engaged in attack from without, it is a corrupting spirit acting within, degenerating that which is good. Now we are expressly told that before the end the man of sin will be revealed, who is to oppose and exalt himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.

IV. But the end is not yet.—As you look into the summer sky on the advent of a storm, you see fitful flashes and hear distant rumblings before the tempest bursts with full fury on you; so throughout the age of the Christian Church we see the flash and hear the mutter of persecution, the signs preceding the advent of Antichrist and the coming of our Lord in glory. Such was the destruction of Jerusalem, such persecution following persecution; such in France, the outburst of the Revolution—but the whole series of events, the full stress of that terrible time will not be yet—not till the end.

—Rev. S. Baring-Gould.

Illustrations
(1) ‘I cannot say that the Papacy is the Antichrist, but it has shown the antichristian spirit. It is founded on lies, for its claims rest on forged title-deeds, the Decretals; it has been a corrupting power, encouraging, sanctioning lying wonders, conferring indulgences on such as worship this and that image which the Pope solemnly crowns; it withdrew the cup from the laity, withheld the Bible from the people, revolutionised the divine order of the Church, by the Pope exalting himself over all the bishops of the Latin communion, making them derive their authority and mission from him; it has used torture and the sword and fire to exterminate those who revolted against its supremacy, and it has finally proclaimed its infallibility.’

(2) ‘The most striking foreshadowing of the great falling away, and the revolt against Christ and His kingdom, was shown on a small scale, and in one land only—in the French Revolution. Then the Sunday was abolished and the week made to consist of ten days. The churches were desecrated and turned into debating club rooms, the worship of Christ was forbidden, and it was a matter of death for Christians to assemble for Divine worship, priests wherever caught were hung to a tree or the next lamp-post, and volleys of shot were poured upon those who assembled for prayer, and finally in place of God, in the temple of God, Human Reason was elevated to be publicly worshipped.’

(SECOND OUTLINE)

THE MAN OF SIN
Very solemn, to the ear of faith, are all those deep notes of prophecy which foretell what shall be in the last days. Solemn in every age of the Church, the words and prophetic warnings seem to increase in solemnity as the ages roll by. Consider what Holy Scripture delivers concerning the great apostasy which shall usher in the end, and specially concerning the man of sin, the son of perdition, who is to be revealed before the final advent of Christ to judge the world. Would we make the teaching of the Spirit practical, we shall—

I. As knowing that we have no assurance that Antichrist will not come in our own day, survey his features attentively as they are given in God’s Word, in order that we may know him if we see him. And

II. If exaltation of self against and above God—if a blasphemous assumption of the privileges and prerogatives of the Godhead be a prime note of Antichrist, then let us look warily in the direction of Rome.

III. But He is called the lawless one; and although superstition is ever near akin to unbelief, yet we must in fairness acknowledge that the licentiousness of speculation finds its most congenial atmosphere in other branches of the Church than the Roman. All may read the signs of the times, and must be aware that the nations of the north could contribute a feature to the man of sin, no less than those that dwell beyond the Alps.

IV. Keep these the great verities of faith, and suffer not the business or the calling, the family ties or the social duties, to elbow everything else clean out of your sight.

—Dean Burgon.

Illustration
‘When we recall our Lord’s Prayer that all might be one as He with the Father, it is not possible to avoid the conclusion that the spirit of Antichrist will be the sectarian spirit striving to make Christ’s prayer of none effect. That there will be finally a great conjuration among all who hate the truth, or are jealous of the Church, and are in revolt against the moral law, is clearly laid down in Scripture, under the form of a great gathering against Jerusalem, and a final and terrible persecution, so terrible that men will fall away and deny the Faith so as to save their lives, or so as to stand well with the World Power; and doubtless there will be all sorts of attempts at compromise. The great bulk of men may have sufficient faith in Christ to wish to obey Him and worship Him, but will not have the moral courage to resist the power of the world when a confederate attack is made upon the Church.’

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1-2
A MINISTERIAL REQUEST
‘Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men.’

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2
As at the close of the First Epistle, so now, as St. Paul hastens to the close of the Second, he thinks of himself and his companions in labour and tribulation.

I. Yet he is thinking most of others’ spiritual welfare.—In the petition which he entreats his converts to present on behalf of himself and associates, his desire is that the Word of God may have free course, and be glorified. The language was possibly suggested by Psalms 147:15, ‘His word runneth very swiftly’; for ‘run’ is a more literal rendering than ‘have free course.’ Its course was beset by many hindrances. He desires his friends, therefore, to pray that whatever these obstacles may be, however numerous and formidable, the gospel might have no slow and uncertain course, but might bear down all opposition, and be glorified into proving itself to be ‘the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.’

II. The Word of the Lord is glorified when it grows and multiplies, and mightily prevails. It grows, for there is life in it. It is the good seed of the Word. It multiplies, for it becomes a new seed in all who receive it into their hearts—each believer becoming himself a new ‘word of the Lord.’ It mightily prevails, for it exerts an ever-growing power, an ever-extending influence over the hearts and lives of men.

III. Another object of prayer was that they might be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men. There is more of the personal element in this than in that which precedes it; and yet here, too, his desire is not for self-preservation so much as for the prosperity and success of his ministry.

(SECOND OUTLINE)

THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE
Prayer is the first thing with any one who believes in a personal God. What are we to pray for: ‘That the Word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.

I. What is the underlying thought?—Thinking of the message the man has to deliver, asking only the power that he may minister rightly in the sight of God. What a deal of trouble, what a deal of misconception, what a deal of loss to ourselves it would save if we could only look upon the clergy in that light, as mere channels and mouthpieces, as mere organs by which God chooses to work, and then we shall see that the clergy and the laity would drop so much better into their respective positions. ‘Brethren, pray for us.’ Why? Simply because we are your brethren.

II. Prayer before criticism.—Pray for us—do not criticise us so much; not that we are on any pedestal, nor that there is any reason why we should not be subject, just as any other is, to comment in regard to the performance of duty; but criticism in itself puts you in a wrong attitude towards us, and when we hear it given behind our backs it puts us in a wrong attitude towards you. We clergy have this much to ask—do not criticise us until you pray for us. If you want something improved, altered—if you see some way in which the clergy are wrong, or if you see something they do which may be done better—if you have not courage to come and speak of it, at least tell God. Criticise your clergy to God, and ask God to help them to do better. We rejoice when the criticisms come straight from a friendly heart to help us. ‘Brethren, pray for us!’ You do see when we are wrong—of course, a man can see where his brother is wrong—God give us grace to see when we are wrong ourselves.

III. Reflex benefit of prayer.—There is just one other reason why you should pray for us: your self-interest. The more you pray for us the more good we shall be to you. Perhaps some of you do not know quite how hard it is to preach a sermon: we all know how easy it is to pick it to pieces. Just kneel down and lift up your hearts to God and say, ‘Help that poor shrinking man to do his best.’

—Rev. Canon J. Hasloch Potter.

Illustration
‘I remember one day in the University Church, a man preaching was so painfully nervous. We were pretty near, and we could see his pitiful state of nervousness. A student seated next to me said, “Pray for that man!” Very much the same thing happened in a suburban church one Easter Day. A stranger was taking the service. He seemed to be very weak and overcome—he was in a very low state of health at the time. Several of the men there (they were working-men, there were a great many of them in the congregation) were afraid he would not be able to get through the service, and they went out to the back of the church and knelt down on the grass in the sunlight, and each prayed in his own heart, heartily and fervently, that that poor man might be able to get through the service. Was not that far better in God’s sight than going out and saying, “What a poor broken reed we have had to-day!” And the prayer of those working-men helped to uphold the reed, and helped it to stand upright.’

Verse 5
PATIENT WAITING
‘And the Lord direct your hearts … into the patient waiting for Christ.’

2 Thessalonians 3:5
There is no precipitance with God. St. Paul prays for the Thessalonians, ‘The Lord direct your heart into the love of God, and into the patience of Christ.’ And, perhaps, it will hereafter be found that the present season of the Church’s vigil and warfare is the grandest example of the patience of Christ.

I. Only as our hearts beat truly with His, only as our most real desires are in unison with His, can we live that spiritual life, which to live is Christ. Our Lord’s earthly life was lived, and His ministry fulfilled, in the light of His return to judgment. In His Sermon on the Mount, in His charge to His Apostles, in His private discourses, in His most impressive parables, in His farewell converse, in His good confession before the Sanhedrin,—he pointed to that day. After His Ascension, the promise of His return was the consolation which angels poured into the bereaved hearts of the Apostles. Thus it runs as a golden thread through all the Epistles. St. Paul never wearies of it; St. James urges patience in contemplating it; St. Peter reminds the elders of the Advent of the chief Shepherd; St. John comforts by the assurance—‘When He shall appear, we shall be like Him’; St. Jude re-echoes Enoch’s warning—‘The Lord cometh.’ And the last book of the inspired canon bears on its forefront, ‘Behold, He cometh with clouds,’ and closes with the threefold watchword, ‘I come quickly.’

II. As we drink in the spirit of these Scriptures, we are tempted to exclaim, ‘Surely there will not be one laggard heart: all will watch and wait and long for the return of their absent Lord!’ But has it been so? Looking broadly over the history of the Church of God, have the servants of the Householder been watching for His return? Has not the parable of the Ten Virgins been continually repeated—‘While the Bridegroom tarried they all slumbered and slept’? Passing from congregation to congregation, listening to the converse of professing Christians, how seldom you catch the echo of the Master’s watchword, ‘Surely, I come quickly’! And why? One reason has doubtless been the silent reflex influence of those students of natural phenomena who claim for law a power superior to that of the Lawgiver who enacts it. They argue, ‘All things continue as they were from the foundation of the world,’ and that what has been shall be. The Advent would so subvert a thousand favourite theories, that it is no wonder that learned men, who have not learned Christ, put the thought from them.

III. From one cause or another, the Church has relaxed her vigil.—There are, indeed, those who watch for the faintest sound of the footfall of their returning Lord. But they are few and far between. Perhaps of all hindrances to spiritual life none is more insidious than the answer to the ringing Advent call, ‘Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep.’ But if slothfulness hinders His return, watchfulness helps the spiritual life (in the exercise of faith and patience) more than words can say. This lifts the heart to that which is imperishable and eternal. This cheers us on in our patient work for Him at home, for we hear his voice—‘Occupy till I come.’

—Bishop E. H. Bickersteth.

Verse 10
GAMBLING
‘If any would not work, neither should be eat.’

2 Thessalonians 3:10
The moral way of acquiring wealth and property is to labour for it. So far as property comes to us, it either must be given us or we must inherit it; but it is immoral to strive to obtain it without working for it.

I. This, accordingly, is the evil of gambling, that men play for money because they are mean-spirited enough to want it without honestly earning it. In every form of gambling the gain of one man is another’s loss. The gamester can get nothing from God by his play: nor anything out of nature: he can only get out of his neighbour. And as no one consents with his whole will to lose, the gain is robbery.

II. The domestic and public evils which flow from this vice are at once widespread and stupendous. What homes it has desolated! What lives it has destroyed! What children it has orphaned! What hearts it has broken!

III. True manliness requires that we have an inner life: an inner intellectual life, through the due education of our powers; and an inner spiritual life through the indwelling within us of the Holy Spirit of God. It needs that the fear of God lay hold of our people before the demon of gambling will be cast out of the social life of the land. But the demon must be cast out if the Kingdom of Heaven is to come.

(SECOND OUTLINE)

A RIGHTEOUS CONDITION*
In harvest-home God is reminding you not only that it is He Who supports you, but He teaches you how, and on what conditions, He supports you. God gave us our lives as a free gift. He continues our lives only on certain conditions. Harvest-home is the time when God intends us to notice this. It is a time of rest from labour. For though God gives the harvest, man has had to till the land, and sow the seed, and reap the crop.

I. If God gives, man also has had to work.—Teaching us this, that when God created man with all his powers and capacities, God meant those powers to be exercised, otherwise the man should not continue to live. It is God’s great protest against idleness. If any man will not work, neither let him eat. There is no harvest without labour.

II. The idle man is breaking God’s first law.—I hardly know which is worst, the man who works so hard as to shut out the thought of God Who gives him the reward of his work, or the man who is idle and will not work at all. Certainly they are both very far from God, but perhaps the idle man is the furthest off in the end, for Satan is sure to fill his soul with evil.

III. God gave us our active powers to be used.—He gives us our harvest, but He gives no harvest except we sow as well as reap. The fact that God’s way of supporting the lives which He has given us is by way of work, is God’s proclamation against all idleness. It is God’s warning to all who are not actually forced to work for their bread that God expects them to do something with the powers and faculties which He has given them—something useful to their neighbour, something for God’s honour and man’s welfare. God Himself rests not—‘My Father worketh hitherto’ is the word of Christ, and if man needs rest it is because of the weakness of his nature. It is only while actively engaged in useful labour that man truly lives.

Illustration
‘God gives us our spiritual life. But He only supports it on condition of our exerting the powers of our spiritual lives. We must be active, living, working Christians; our spiritual life, our religion, must be an active one, our religious energies must be exercised, or else God ceases to sustain our religion, and then in the world to come all good dies out of us; our spiritual life—i.e. our goodness, all that in us is like unto God, dies finally. This is the Second Death, the death of goodness. From it may God deliver us!’

Verse 13
WITHOUT WEARINESS
‘But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.’

2 Thessalonians 3:13
Who is there that has ever done work for Christ who has not felt the importance of this precept?

I. Causes of weariness.—They are not a few.

(a) Weariness from anxiety.

(b) Weariness from over-work.

(c) Weariness from apparent failure.

II. Remedies for weariness.—Granting these causes, what are the remedies?

(a) A deeper trust. It is God Who has called you to work for Him, and He will enable. ‘Cast thy [anxiety] upon the Lord and He will sustain thee.’

(b) Make time for meditation. In the midst of the bustle hear the Master calling, ‘Come ye apart and rest awhile.’ The work will not suffer; and you will be strengthened.

(c) Realise your calling. The work is the Master’s, and in His good time He will grant you success.

