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00 Introduction 

This second letter to the Thessalonians was probably written shortly after the first letter, some say months or weeks, and thus it is dated around 53 A.D. From we learn that Paul, Silvanus and Timothy are still together, and apparently all three are still working in Corinth (Acts 18:5). In reading this letter we learn that things have become worse for the Christians in Thessalonica. They are still being persecuted (2 Thessalonians 1:7). Stott notes, “They seem moreover to have been asking questions about the rationale of their afflictions. Why do they have to suffer so much? Paul does more than comfort them. He offers them a vindication of the justice of God” (p. 140). We find that some in the congregation still had misconceptions concerning the Second Coming of Christ (2:1ff). In fact, it appears that some false teachers or opponents were trying to undermine the church in this city and possibly were circulating a forged document (supposedly coming from Paul), in which it is claimed that the day of the Lord was imminent (2:2). Paul"s first letter had not had much of an impact on the "idlers", as a result Paul commands the congregation to quit providing for such individuals and to withdraw from the unrepentant (3:6-14).

Outline:

I. Greeting: 

II. Gratitude for their faith and love: 

III. God"s righteous retribution: 

IV. Prayer: 

V. The Man of Sin: 

VI. His followers: 

VII. Gratitude and Prayer: 

VIII. The request for Prayer: 

IX. God"s Faithfulness: 

X. Discipline for the Idlers: 

XI. Closing: 

Stott notes, “It was Henry Ford in the witness box, during his libel suit against the Chicago Tribune in July 1919, who declared ‘History is bunk’. Somebody else once suggested that ‘the most accurate chart of the meaning of history is the set of tracks made by a drunken fly with feet wet with ink, staggering across a piece of white paper. They lead nowhere and reflect no pattern of meaning’. Christians who look to Scripture as their authority profoundly disagree with these gloomy assessments. For the God of the Bible is the God of history. The Christian view of history, therefore, is linear. We believe that it will come to a planned end, a grand finale” (pp. 139,140).

In studying this letter we will gain the following valuable insights: (1) There is only one coming of Jesus, in which the righteous are rewarded and the wicked punished (). (2) Hell is a just punishment for rejecting God (1:5). (3) Ignorance is not an excuse (1:8). (4) There is something about the gospel that must be obeyed (1:8). (5) Any claimed communication from God that contradicts previously recorded revelation, is known to be false (2:1-5). (6) There would be a falling away (2:3). Hence, the existence of groups which profess to be Christian, but who do not follow the Bible, only confirms the Bible"s accuracy. (7) If you do not love the truth, you will end up believing what is false (2:10-12). (8) God will not stop people from embracing false teaching (2:11). (9) God calls people through the gospel (2:14). (10) The only traditions we are to embrace are those which are handed down in the inspired letters (2:15). (11) Fellowship is determined by the writings of the apostles (3:6). (12) Making it easy for people to remain in the wrong, places us in the wrong (3:10). 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
2 Thessalonians 1:1 “Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” 

“Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy”: (1 Thessalonians 1:1). All three are still together in Corinth. “In God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”: One either has fellowship with both or fellowship with neither, they are a package deal (2 John 1:9; 1 John 4:15). “The phrases applied to the church indicate that it is a spiritual body, distinct from any mere political or social organization. This church in Thessalonica is ‘in God’ and ‘in Christ’. That is to say, all that the church is, all that for which it exists, all that it seeks to do, is vitally related to God as the divine Father and to Jesus Christ as its divine Savior and Lord” (Erdman p. 79).

Verse 2
2 Thessalonians 1:2 “Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” 

“We all know the tremendous value of a letter from someone we love, especially if we are alone and suffering; it can be of great encouragement. Imagine what it was like in apostolic times to receive a letter from the beloved apostle Paul, a man who had suffered and given so much for the good of God"s people” (Denton Lectureship p. 221). As we move past the greeting, the following verses will break down into these main thoughts: Gratitude to God for their continued faithfulness (). A defense of God"s justice (1:5-10), and a prayer for their spiritual success (1:11-12).

Even though there were a number of things wrong in Thessalonica, notice how Paul first begins by offering gratitude and praise. In helping other Christians we must try to remain balanced. Unfaithfulness and error cannot be overlooked, but at the same time encouragement and praise should be given for what a person is doing right (2 Timothy 4:2). Barclay notes, “’Blessed are those’, said Mark Rutherford, ‘who heal us of our self-despisings’” (p. 243).

Verse 3
2 Thessalonians 1:3 “We are bound to give thanks to God always to you, brethren, even as it is meet, for that your faith growth exceedingly, and the love of each one of you all toward one another aboundeth” 

“Are bound”: “We owe a constant debt of thanksgiving to God” (Knox). “The thought is not of giving thanks for duty"s sake, but of the obligation imposed by joyfulness and relief” (Marshall p. 170). This is the type of motivation that comes from within and that is lasting. Paul did not need to be pushed to give thanks, for he already felt such an inward compulsion (Romans 1:14; 2 Corinthians 5:14; Galatians 2:20). Paul pushed himself, because he realized all that God had done for him. Do we feel "obligated" to stop whatever we are doing and express our gratitude to God? Some writers suggest that the Thessalonians felt that they were not worthy of the praise that Paul had given them in the first letter. “Paul strongly maintains that his words had not been too strong” (Morris p. 194). “To God”: Stott notes that Paul thanks God for the present faithfulness of the Thessalonians. In this manner, the Thessalonians are not flattered (for God gets the glory), but at the same time Paul is affirming them without spoiling them. When was the last time that we told another Christian, “I thank God for you”?

“Even as it is meet”: “As is only fitting” (NASV). “As it but right” (TCNT). This infers that there are times when praise and gratitude are the right and appropriate thing to offer. “Worthwhile or appropriate” (Robertson p. 41). Paul did not have the attitude that patting someone on the back will only give them a big head.

“For”: The reason why such gratitude is due. “Your faith growth exceedingly”: “Your faith thrives so well” (Knox). “Growth exceedingly”: To increase above ordinary degree. “Very vigorous growth” (Denton Lectureship p. 222). “We rejoice when a church grows in number, budget, and the size of its building. But do we rejoice when a church grows in faith and love?” (Fields pp. 166-167). Stott makes a good observation when he says, “We tend to speak of faith in static terms as something we either have or have not. ‘I wish I had your faith’, we say, like ‘I wish I had your complexion’, as if it were a genetic endowment. Or we complain ‘I"ve lost my faith’ like ‘I"ve lost my spectacles’, as if it were a commodity. But faith is a relationship of trust in God, and like all relationships is a living, dynamic, growing thing. It is similar with love. We assume rather helplessly that we either love somebody or we do not, and that we can do nothing about it. But love also, like faith, is a living relationship, whose growth we can take steps to nurture” (p. 144).

The quality of our faith (Matthew 8:26; Matthew 8:10), is something that we do have control over, and we can allow things to hinder our faith and stunt it"s growth (Luke 8:14); or we can selfishly embrace ideas which destroy our faith (1 Timothy 1:19). We can equally take advantage of those things which can result in a stronger faith (Romans 10:17; James 1:2-4). Barclay notes, “It is the mark of the advancing Christian that he grows surer and surer of Jesus Christ every day. James Agate once said, ‘My mind is not like a bed which has to be made and remade. There are some things of which I am absolutely sure’” (p. 243).

“And the love of each one of you all toward one another aboundeth”: “And your mutual love, one and all, is increasing” (Mof). “Each one of you”: This congregation was practicing the Lord"s new commandment (John 13:34). “Aboundeth”: To make or be more, increase, to superabound. Paul"s prayer for this congregation was finding fulfillment (1 Thessalonians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 4:10).

Genuine abounding mutual love among Christians is emphasized so much in the Scriptures, because there are so many occasions in the life of any congregation where such love is needed to avoid division, bitterness, and internal turmoil. Love keeps us centered on God"s purpose, God"s goal, and His mission. Love keeps us from being ineffective and neutralized.

Verse 4
2 Thessalonians 1:4 “so that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions which ye endure” 

“So that”: “Therefore” (NASV). “So much is this the case” (TCNT). “We ourselves glory in you in the churches of God”: “We ourselves speak with pride, before the churches of God” (TCNT). “So that we are always boasting of you among the churches of God” (Wms). “Paul was not above praising one church to other churches, to provoke them to good works. Here he is boasting of Thessalonica in Macedonia to the Corinthians as he did later to the Corinthians about the collection (2 Corinthians 8:1-15) after having first boasted to the Macedonians about the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 9:1-5)” (Robertson p. 42). “Paul was not a man to keep quiet about something good” (Fields p. 168).

“Patience”: Cheerful and hopeful endurance. “It does not mean the ability passively to bear anything, it has been described as ‘a masculine constancy under trial.’ It describes the spirit that does not only patiently endure the circumstances in which it finds itself; but which masters them and uses them to strengthen its own nerve and sinew. It accepts the blows of life, but in accepting them it transforms them into stepping stones to new achievement” (Barclay p. 244). “And faith in all your persecutions”: “Paul had sent Timothy to Thessalonica to exhort them concerning their faith (1 Thessalonians 3:2). This verse indicates that their faith was doing very well” (Fields p. 168). “Persecutions”: “To chase, to pursue” (Robertson p. 42). “And in the afflictions ye endure”: Are presently enduring. “Afflictions”: Pressure, trouble. “’Persecutions’ indicates the hostile attacks of their enemies. ‘Afflictions’ points to any or to consequent sufferings and tribulations” (Erdman p. 82). “The use of ‘all’ shows that the troubles had been many, while the present tense in the verb ‘endure’ makes it plain that their difficulties were not yet over” (Morris p. 197). Be impressed with the strong faith that relatively new converts can manifest even during the most difficult times. These Christians had refused to allow the pressures of life to choke out the word from their hearts (Mark 4:19). “Persecution can take many forms: nicknames, taunts, cold looks, social ostracism, misrepresentations or deliberate lies, abusive or evil speech, ill treatment, job loss, seizing or destruction of property, imprisonment, or death” (Denton Lectures p. 226).

“When suffering comes, shall we be discouraged and give up? How discouragement and even depression sometimes sweep down over our souls! ‘Why, oh why, is this happening to me? I"ve done nothing wrong!’ The Lord does not feel sorry for us, but gives His congratulations!” (Denton p. 226). Matthew 5:11-12; Acts 5:40-42.

Verse 5
2 Thessalonians 1:5 “which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God; to the end that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer”

“Which is”: “We come now to the main point of 2 Thessalonians, chapter 1. So often we see vice flourish and virtue perish. The Thessalonians probably wondered why they should be suffering persecution when they were trying to do the pure will of God. This problem of the prosperity of the wicked has always been perplexing to the righteous (Psalms 73:1-28)” (Fields p. 169). There is some discussion concerning what is the "manifest token" of the righteous judgment of God. Two views are suggested, the trials and persecutions of the previous verse or the patience and faith of the previous verse. Personally I do not see how the suffering of Christians is an evidence of God"s coming judgment. I like what Fields has to say, ""persecutions and tribulations" are plural nouns, while "patience and faith" and "manifest token" are all singular. The patience and faith of Christians often suggest to sinners and persecutors the possibility of a divine origin of the Christian faith, and divine punishment for those who oppose it. It seemed to suggest this to Gamaliel. Acts 5:38-40)” (p. 169). See especially Philippians 1:28 “in no way alarmed by your opponents--which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation to you”).

“Manifest token”: “A proof” (Rhm). “Proof positive” (Mof). “This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God” (RSV). “Of the righteous judgment of God”: This expression infers even when God judges, He is absolutely just and fair. Hell is a "righteous" verdict for unrepentant individuals (Romans 2:4-5). The perspective on suffering that the New Testament presents is vastly different than the perspective held by modern society and even some professed Christians, at times to us, suffering is a necessary evil, something that is to be avoided at all costs. Many religious people would argue that you are released from God"s commands, if keeping them causes you to suffer, that is, God does not expect one to obey Him, if that obedience causes one personal pain. To many people, the fact that we are suffering seems to deny God"s existence. Morris notes, “Suffering is not thought of as something which may possibly be avoided by the Christian. He must live out his life and develop his Christian character in a world that is dominated by non-Christian ideas. His faith is not some fragile thing, to be kept in a kind of spiritual cotton wool, insulated from all shocks. It is robust, suffering, when we have come to regard it in this light, is not to be thought of as evidence that God has forsaken us, but as evidence that God is with us (Colossians 1:24)” (pp. 197-198).

Here we are given a great insight. How we handle the trials of life can be a great tool for converting others. If others see us as being patient and steadfast, even when suffering, they might want to investigate our "secret". The happy man who lives in the thick of it, if a very attractive advertisement for Christianity (Philippians 4:12).

“To the end”: “And will result in” (TCNT). “On the other hand, although God was allowing the persecutors some rope. He was using their (the Thessalonians) persecutions as a means through which to develop their faith, love and perseverance, in contrast to the prejudice, anger and bitterness of their persecutors, and so was preparing them for his eternal kingdom” (Stott p. 146). See Hebrews 12:5 ff; Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-3. “Ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God”: See 2 Thessalonians 1:11; Colossians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:12. Even though we cannot earn our salvation or eternal life, eternal life is conditional. We cannot earn salvation, but God does expect us to live a manner of life that is worthy of such. In the context, "faith and patience" in the face of affliction and persecution is the appropriate response to such by one who is walking "worthy" of all that God has done for him. We can never be worthy of God"s blessings, but we can live in such a way that demonstrates that we greatly value and appreciate the blessings we have received.

“For which ye also suffer”: (Acts 14:22). Jesus suffered so much for us so we should be willing to suffer for His cause. “For”: “On behalf of, in the interest of” (Morris p. 199).

Verse 6
2 Thessalonians 1:6 “if so be that it is righteous thing with God to recompense affliction to them that afflict you” 

“If so be”: “It implies no doubt, but rhetorically puts a recognized fact as a supposition” (Vincent p. 55). Stott notes, “Our habit is to see only the surface appearance, and so make only superficial comments. We see the malice, cruelty, power and arrogance of evil men who persecute. We are tempted to inveigh against God and against the miscarriage of justice. ‘Why doesn"t God do something?’ we complain indignantly. And the answer is that He is doing something and will go on doing it. He is allowing his people to suffer, in order to qualify them for his heavenly kingdom. He is allowing the wicked to triumph temporarily, but His just judgment will fall upon them in the end. Thus Paul sees evidence that God"s judgment is right in the very situation in which we might see nothing but injustice” (p. 147). “It is a righteous thing with God”: “From God"s standpoint” (Robertson p. 43). “Since God deems it just” (TCNT). “Since God considers it but just” (Mof).

Paul plainly asserts that God considers it a very just and righteous thing for the wicked to be punished. God considers hell a just punishment for sin. Sophisticated religious people might have a problem with hell, but God does not. Morris reminds us, “If it is true that the New Testament speaks much of the love and mercy of God it is also true that it does not gloss over the serious nature of moral issues. Our Lord spoke plainly of the fate of those who persist in ways of sin and impenitence (Mark 9:47 f). Those who followed after did not slur over this truth. They said plainly that the evil-doer can look for nothing but the continuing wrath of God (Romans 1:18)” (p. 200). People sometimes argue, “But God is too kind and loving to punish anyone”. Actually, Paul is saying, “God is too kind and loving not to punish those who afflict His people”

“Recompense”: The verb here is a compound “which conveys the thought of a full and due requital” (Morris p. 200).

The word "recompense" infers that sin deserves to be punished. Eternal destruction (), is not overkill, and neither is it an excessive punishment, thus our sins are more much than mere mistakes or slips. They deserve punishment so severe, a punishment that never ends (Romans 6:23). The Bible has always been clear that God always "repays" people for what they have done (Galatians 6:7-8). This is one reason why the Christian needs to let God deal out the punishment (Romans 12:19 ff). For God will repay people and no one will get less than they deserve. 

“Affliction”: The word here means anguish and trouble. God takes it very seriously when people oppose Christians. This should serve as a serious warning to all those groups who try to stop the progress of the gospel. The word "affliction" suggests that the eternal punishment mentioned in the context (), will be conscious suffering (Luke 16:19 ff; Revelation 20:10). We should also remember that this "affliction" is rewarded after repeated attempts to bring the sinner to God (Romans 2:4-5; 2 Peter 3:9-10). Marshall notes, “The God whom Paul is describing is a God who does offer love and reconciliation to His enemies, but if they refuse this offer and continue in opposition to His goodness and love, then it would seem inevitable that, having refused mercy, they must face justice” (p. 174).

Verse 7
2 Thessalonians 1:7 “and to you that are afflicted rest with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels of His power in flaming fire” 

“And to you”: Notice that the wicked and the righteous are both rewarded or recompensed at the same time. In the New Testament we only find one future coming of Christ, which involves all mankind (John 5:28-29; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). “Rest”: Relaxation and rest. “Means ‘a loosing, relaxing, relief. The slackening of strings that have been pulled tight’” (Fields p. 172). “Freedom from tensions, relaxation and ease” (Denton Lectureship p. 234). See Hebrews 4:9; Revelation 14:3. The word "rest" infers that God is not a slave-driver, and God wants to see people “at ease”, and “free from the troubles of this earthly existence”. God wants people to be happy and fulfilled. Heaven includes the absence of those things which bring tension and stress (Revelation 21:4), and there are no frustrations in heaven. “With us”: Paul, Silvanus and Timothy (1:1). “A little touch which reminds his readers that he is not delivering an academic disquisition on the nature of suffering and recompense. He is speaking out of his own difficult situation” (Morris p. 201).

“At the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven”: The term “revelation” here means a disclosure, appearing, coming or manifestation.

The Second coming will be a revealing of Himself to the world, which means it will be a revelation of His glory and power. “Now the Lord is hid from the view of the world, and it is even possible for men to deny His existence. But in that day He will be revealed in all His glory. He will be shown to be what He is” (Morris p. 202). Compare with1 John 3:2 “We shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is”.

“With the angels of His power in flaming fire”: Compare with Matthew 13:41-42; Matthew 25:31; Jude 1:15). Or, His mighty angels (Isaiah 37:36). “In flaming fire”: “A regular biblical symbol of the holy, consuming nature of God"s presence (Exodus 3:2; Exodus 13:22; Exodus 19:18)” (Stott p. 148). “Some commentators prefer to take ‘in flaming fire’ with what follows as indicating the manner in which the vengeance spoken of will be visited on the wicked. It seems preferable to take it with the preceding, and as being the third in the series of prepositional phrases describing the Lord"s revelation” (Morris p. 203).

Verse 8
2 Thessalonians 1:8 “rendering vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus” 

“Rendering vengeance”: “Lit., ‘out of justice or righteousness", indicating this is not out of vindictiveness but a righteous (just) punishment for their evil deeds (Revelation 16:7)” (Denton Lectureship pp. 235-236). Carefully note that in the context is the Lord Jesus that renders this vengeance, and yet in the Old Testament the exclusive right for such vengeance is assigned to Jehovah (Romans 12:19; Deuteronomy 32:35). Morris notes, “It is yet another example of the ease with which the church, from the very first, assigned to the Lord the functions which the Old Testament reserved for Jehovah” (p. 204). Notice how this section contradicts the popular theory of Premillennialism. According to the Bible, both saint and sinner receive their rewards at the same time (not seven, one thousand, or 1007 years apart). “The saints are not to receive their rest several years before the sinners get their tribulation” (Fields p. 172). “To them that know not God”: Unfortunately some have tried to tone down this statement. They argue that the expression does not include those who are sincerely ignorant of God, yet ignorance is not an excuse (Luke 12:47-48). In addition, the sincerely ignorant man still has sins and those sins will condemn him. Remember people are lost before the gospel comes to them (Mark 16:16). Fields notes, “Christ will be perfectly just in taking vengeance on them that know not God. For people are not innocently ignorant. The people of the world do not know God, because they refused to have God in their knowledge (Romans 1:28)” (p. 173). Passages such as Psalms 19:1 and Romans 1:20 argue that ignorance of God is inexcusable for anyone. For it is man"s first priority to seek God (Acts 17:27). 

“That obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus”: The gospel is more than the facts concerning the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The gospel also contains commandments to be obeyed. In order to end up saved, there is something you must do (Acts 2:37-38). Compare with Romans 2:8; Hebrews 5:9; 1 John 2:3; John 14:15; Matthew 7:21. The expression "of our Lord Jesus", reminds us that “The gospel is a message of good news, but it is also an invitation from the King of kings. Rejection of the gospel accordingly is disobedience to a royal invitation” (Morris p. 205). 

Verse 9
2 Thessalonians 1:9 “who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of His might” 

“Who”: The groups just previously mentioned, this would include everyone outside of Christ. Non-Christians are composed of two basic groups, those who are ignorant and those who have heard enough of the gospel message to reject it. People often complain that it is "unjust" for God to punish those ignorant of Him, yet mankind punishes the ignorant all the time. Being ignorant of a tax law, speed law and so on is not an excuse in our own courts. “Shall”: This is definite, God will not change His mind. “Suffer punishment”: Sin is so awful that it demands, it morally cries out for punishment (Romans 6:23; Ezekiel 18:20). “Even”: The specific punishment coming upon those outside of Christ at the last day. “Eternal”: Hell is just as long as Heaven (Matthew 25:46). “This punishment of destruction is never ending; it is unlimited. There is no way a person can force into this word a period of time that would eventually end” (Denton Lectureship p. 238). “Destruction”: Some groups try to argue that the word "destruction" means annihilation, that is, hell is simply a cessation of existence. Actually the word does not mean an end of existence or being, but a loss of well-being. “The loss of all that is worthwhile, utter ruin” (Morris p. 205). See Mark 9:43-48.

“From the face of the Lord and from the glory of His might”: “Banished from the presence of the Lord” (TCNT). “Forever shut away from” (Tay). “Never to see the glory of His power” (Tay). Here we see the real terror of Hell. The non-Christian will be forever removed from God"s presence. All good things come from God (James 1:17). Hell is a place completely cut off from all blessings. No happiness, joy, peace, contentment, and rest. In this life, at least the rebellious still receive God"s physical blessings (Luke 6:35). Ending up lost means, ending up eternally separated from your Creator, from the true Father of the real you (Hebrews 12:9). It means that one will never find the real purpose of one’s existence, and hence eternally cut off from any hopes of fulfillment, happiness, contentment, satisfaction, meaning, purpose. The same truth is taught, when Jesus will say to the unrepentant, “depart from Me” (Matthew 7:23). See also Matthew 8:12; Luke 13:27 f; Matthew 25:30; Matthew 25:41.

Morris notes, “Those who oppose the things of God here and now are not engaged in some minor error which can easily be put right in the hereafter. Life here and now has a high and serious dignity” (p. 206).

Verse 10
2 Thessalonians 1:10 “when He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be marveled at in all them that believed (because our testimony unto you was believed) in that day” 

“When”: In the context we have a single period of time "in that day", when all these events take place. The reward for the righteous and the punishment for the wicked is not separated by years or a millennium. “To be glorified in His saints”: “Honoured in His People” (TCNT). “The meaning probably is that He will not only be glorified ‘among’ them, but ‘in’ them” (Morris p. 207). Paul is saying that Christians will share His glory (Revelation 3:21). Barclay notes, ‘The glory of Christ is in those who through Him have learned to endure and to suffer and to conquer. A teacher"s glory lies in the scholars he produces; a parent"s glory lies in the children whom he has begotten and to us there is given the tremendous privilege and responsibility that Christ"s glory can lie in us. We can be such that we can bring discredit or we can bring glory to the Master whose we are and whom we seek to serve. Can there be any privilege and can there be any responsibility greater than that?” (p. 244). What an impressive thought! Mere men and women can bring glory and honor to God. What a privilege (Matthew 5:16).

“And to be marveled at in all them that believed”: “It will be a breath-taking wonder to all who believe” (Phi). “And adored among all believers” (NEB). “Marveled”: To admire, have in admiration, marvel, and wonder. “The wonders of that day are not to be taken for granted” (Morris p. 207). Too often we tend to make the judgment day into nothing more than a day of punishment. For the Christian that day will be a day to stand in awe of Jesus Christ, to see Him face to face, to just marvel as His splendor, and we will relish in His greatness forever. All other encounters that believers in the past have had with God (such as Noah, Moses, the Apostles) cannot compare to the events of this day.

“Because”: Those that marvel on this day are only those who have believed the message delivered by the apostles. "”Our testimony unto you was believed”: Which means that if one does not presently accept the testimony found in the New Testament, one cannot be saved (Romans 1:16). There is no second chance to believe on that day, rather those who get to marvel on "that day" are those who have previously believed in this life (Mark 16:16; Romans 10:17).

Paul’s Prayer

Verse 11
2 Thessalonians 1:11 “To which end we also pray always for you, that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire of goodness and every work of faith, with power” 

“To which end”: “In view of this great prospect” (Phi). “With this in view” (TCNT). “We also pray always for you”: Since so much is at stake, and seeing that so much glory and happiness can be gained or eternally lost. “May count you worthy of your calling”: Which demands of every Christian a life that takes such a responsibility and privilege very seriously. Paul, was unworthy of the gospel message (Galatians 1:13-15), and yet once saved, he tried his best to live up to such an unmerited privilege (1 Corinthians 15:9-10). There is a lifestyle (conduct and attitude) that fits being called by the gospel (Ephesians 4:1 ff). Christians who continue in sin, or put other things before God, will not be counted worthy of their calling, for the simple reason that they did not put much value upon being a Christian in the first place. 

“And fulfill every desire of goodness and every work of faith, with power”: “Fulfill every good resolve” (RSV). Good intentions are not sufficient, rather good intentions need to be carried into action. The above prayer infers that God is willing that good intentions be turned into action in every Christian, and this demands our cooperation. God is not going to override our freewill, but if we are listening to His word, if we allow ourselves to be impressed with His nature, His love and goodness, we will do more than just think or talk about things that need to be done, we will do them. “The expression reminds us that faith is not simply an intellectual attitude which does nothing. Faith is always busy. A true faith will clothe itself in works” (Morris p. 210). Notice the word "every". God wants Christians who are fruitful, abounding, consistent and who have their complete will and heart into serving Him. Doing a good deed now and then will not cut it, and neither will a spurt of zeal here and there.

Verse 12
2 Thessalonians 1:12 “that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and ye in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ” 

“That”: The final result. Good deeds, acts of faith have an even higher purpose than merely helping someone. The aim is always to bring honor to God (Matthew 5:16). 

“The name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you”: Yes, we can live in such a way that enables others to see what a wonderful Savior we have been given. In biblical times the "name" of a person stood for their complete character, that is, the individual who wore that name and all that they stood for. It is not enough that people respect the name Jesus Christ, instead our goal is to get them to honor and obey the person who wears that name. “And ye in Him”: At the last day He will glorify us (Philippians 3:20-21). “According to the grace”: Even though there exist conditions to receive eternal life, it is still unmerited. To Paul, a salvation which was conditional was completely consistent with a salvation that could not be earned. “Of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ”: Notice how "grace" proceeds from both the Father and the Son, this is another indication of Jesus" Divine status. Morris notes, “Since there is an article before ‘our God’ and none before ‘Lord Jesus Christ’, it is grammatically possible to understand the expression to mean, ‘our God and Lord, Jesus Christ’. The fact that there can be this doubt as to whether one or both (Father and Son) is meant is itself indicative of the closeness of their connection in the mind of Paul” (p. 212).

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
Outline:

I. The error confronting them: 

II. The coming apostasy and the Man of Sin: 

III. Who will be deceived: 

IV. Gratitude and exhortation to faithfulness: 

V. Paul"s prayer for them: 

“It was not only persecutors who were disturbing the peace of the Thessalonian church; it was false teachers as well. In fact, the intellectual assault on Christianity is often fiercer than the physical” (Stott p. 156). It is interesting to note that the same error which confronted the Thessalonians, is also often repeated, even in our own times. “The most common fallacy is the attempt to set a time, and particularly to proclaim that the Lord is immediately to appear” (Erdman p. 88). Here we see the importance of teaching and preaching on topics that the members have already heard (2 Peter 1:12), for Paul had discussed this subject while he was with them (2:5), yet a number of members still missed the point. Hendriksen notes, “Paul had written about the sudden character of Christ’s coming and about the necessity of being prepared for it (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11). Apparently this message had been misinterpreted, as if ‘sudden’ coming meant ‘immediate’ coming” (p. 167).

Verse 1
2 Thessalonians 2:1 “Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto Him” 

“Touching”: “Concerning” (Con). “And our gathering together unto Him”: “Our being gathered to meet Him” (TCNT). The coming of the Lord and the gathering of the saints are regarded as closely connected, as the use of a single article shows. They are two parts of one great event” (Morris p. 214). The coming of Christ and Christians ("our") being gathered together unto Him happen at the same time. We do not find two "days" of the Lord at the end of time, one for the righteous and one seven years later for the wicked (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Notice also the order of this context. The coming of Christ (including His coming for Christians) happens after the apostasy and after the man of sin is revealed, and not before. “All of this leads us to say that the idea that the man of sin is to appear after the church has been gathered out of the world cannot be true. Strangely this is a rather popular idea. But please observe carefully that our gathering together unto the Lord, etc… is not to happen until the falling away and the revelation of the man of sin have occurred first” (Fields p. 188). The reader should note that Hal Lindsey, in “The Late Great Planet Earth” presented the view that Christians will be removed before the man of sin arrives (p. 110). That directly contradicts what Paul is teaching in this chapter.

Verse 2
2 Thessalonians 2:2 “to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be troubled, either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord is just at hand” 

“To the end”: The purpose of this exhortation. “Quickly shaken”: To waver, agitate, rock, topple or (by implication) destroy; figuratively, to disturb. “The verb suggests being tossed about in a stormy wind, and is used metaphorically of being so perturbed as to lose one"s normal composure and good sense” (Marshall p. 186). “Always it would seem, there have been some Christians who have let their imagination rather than their reason dictate their understanding of the Parousia (Second Coming)” (Morris p. 214). The word "quickly" reveals that Christians who are not grounded in the faith (Colossians 1:23) can very quickly find themselves won over by false teaching, even false teaching that is blatant or ridiculous (2 Timothy 2:18). “From your mind”: The battle is for the hearts and minds of men. What we allow ourselves to believe is the most important decision that we will ever make (Proverbs 4:23). 

“Troubled”: “The meaning is be unsettled or thrown into confusion” (Vincent p. 62). ‘Continually disturbed (present infinitive)” (Hendriksen p. 168). “It describes a state of ‘jumpiness’, or of worry. Just as some are easily thrown off balance, so others can fall into a state of constant fretting” (Morris p. 215).

“Either by”: Three possible ways in which they might be negatively affected. “Spirit”: Probably someone claiming to be speaking by inspiration (1 John 4:1). “Any revelation” (TCNT). “By some message by the Spirit” (Wms). “By an alleged revelation of the Spirit” (Nor). This and other passages infers that people do lie and claim that God is speaking through them, when He is not (1 John 4:1). “Or by word”: Probably some claimed oral communication that Paul had given. “This could refer to many things, such as a misinterpretation of something Christ Himself or Paul had said” (Fields p. 189). “Or by rumor” (Con). “Some remark” (Nor). Robertson notes, “Oral statement of a conversation with Paul, to this effect an easy way to set aside Paul"s first Epistle by report of a private remark from Paul” (p. 48). “Or by epistle”: Which reveals that Paul knew that it was not beneath various false teachers to forge letters and attach his name to them. The very fact that Paul closes this letter, “I Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and this is a distinguishing mark in every letter” (3:17), demonstrates that Paul is taking every step possible to ensure that the Thessalonians can tell the difference between a genuine letter and a fake. “As from us”: Claiming to be from Paul and his assistants. In this verse Paul completely distances himself from the false report that has unsettled the Thessalonians.

We should be impressed that God knew that false teachers would arise and even infiltrate the church (Acts 20:28-31). Therefore, His revelation to mankind must be clear enough for the average member to distinguish truth from error. The Bible must be sufficient to refute any false doctrine that arises. God has even given us "tests" to detect various false doctrines (1 John 4:1 ff; 1 Timothy 4:1-3), and one of the greatest tests, is that previously recorded revelation is the standard to test all spiritual claims (Acts 17:11). This verse should also remind us that God knew some people might try to claim inspiration for a letter or document that God did not author, such as the supposed Lost Books of the Bible, and the Book of Mormon.

“As that”: The specific false doctrine that was disturbing some in Thessalonica. “The day of the Lord”: That is, the Second Coming (; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10). “Is just at hand”: “Has come” (NASV). Various writers argue that the proper rendering of the above phrase, should be translated "is now present", that is, that the Lord has already come. Years later others will teach that the resurrection was already past (2 Timothy 2:18). Morris notes, “There is no word for ‘just’ in the Greek. The verb does not really mean ‘to be at hand’, but rather ‘to be present’” (p. 216). Times have not changed. Stott notes, “A modern version of the belief that Christ has already come is found among Jehovah"s Witnesses. Their founder, Charles T. Russell, first taught that the world would end in 1874, and then revised his calculations to 1914. After this year passed, his successor Judge J.F. Rutherford asserted that Christ did in fact come on 1 October 1914, but invisibly. On that day He exchanged an ordinary seat at the Father"s right hand for the throne of His kingdom. So no parousia of Christ is to be expected; it has already taken place” (p. 157). 

“It seems to me some may well have been teaching those constant errors of the Second Coming, that it was silent, invisible, past and over with. Perhaps they were teaching it was underway, maybe even about to break out” (Denton Lectureship p. 249). The A.D. 70 Theory, states that all the promises and passages dealing with the Second Coming were fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem, also fits this pattern of false teaching.

Verse 3
2 Thessalonians 2:3 “let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition”

“Let no man beguile you”: To seduce wholly, to beguile and deceive. “In any wise”: “Whatever he may say” (Mof). “Paul broadens the warning to go beyond conversation and letter. He includes ‘tricks’ of any kind” (Robertson p. 49). This warning infers that Christians can be deceived and they can be badly or wholly deceived. Deception is a constant foe that the child of God must battle (1 Corinthians 6:9; Ephesians 5:6). “For it will not be”: That is, Jesus" coming and our being gathered to Him (2:1). “Except”: “Unless” (NASV). “Until” (Wms). “The falling away”: Defection from truth (properly, the state) apostasy, falling away, to forsake the faith.

The New Testament contains a number of verses that predict a coming apostasy that would come upon the church after the days of the apostles (Acts 20:30-31; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 4:2-4). In view of this fact certain points should be highlighted, the present reality in the denominational world proves the accuracy of the Bible. For we find many groups which profess that they are "Christian" who do not follow or teach what Jesus and the apostles taught. The fact that many professed Christians have not even done what is necessary to be saved, and that most churches have no connection with the Lord"s church should not shock the person who has read their New Testament (Matthew 7:21-23). The condition of the modern denominational world is exactly what the Bible said would happen.

“The man of sin”: “Of whom sin is the special characteristic” (Robertson p. 50). “The better manuscripts read ‘man of lawlessness’. However, the difference in meaning between the two terms is not great. Lawlessness must be understood as failure to conform to the law of God, and this is what sin is (cf. 1 John 3:4). In the last resort sin is the refusal to be ruled by God” (Morris p. 220). “For he sins and leads others to sin, for he will cause himself and others to be destroyed” (Denton Lectureship p. 250). “Be revealed”: “Whether the crowning even of the apostasy or another name for the same event” (Robertson p. 50).

“Son of perdition”: “Doomed to perdition” (NEB). “A man doomed to eternal misery” (Thayer p. 191). Quite a bit of misinformation exists concerning the man of sin in the religious world. Some view him as a superhuman personification of evil or the devil incarnated, yet the phrase "son of perdition" is elsewhere used in the Bible in reference to ordinary human beings (John 17:12; Ephesians 2:1-3). Many try to argue that this is "The Anti-Christ". Fields notes, “We hear lots of preaching about THE antichrist. But John makes it rather clear that antichrist is not one supremely evil person, but that anyone who denies that Jesus is the Christ--is antichrist (1 John 2:18; 1 John 2:22; 1 John 4:3). Many people have been taught that this individual is revealed right before or very soon before Jesus comes, yet nothing in the text indicates that. Again, let it be noted that the popular doctrine of Premillennialism has this individual existing after the church is gathered to Jesus. In contrast, Paul taught that the apostasy and the “man of sin” would happen before Jesus came and Christians were gathered to Him (2:1).

Verse 4
2 Thessalonians 2:4 “he that opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is called God or that is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God” 

“He”: The man of sin. “That opposeth exalteth himself against all that is called God”: “He actually supersedes all forms of religion and demands divine worship for himself alone” (Erdman p. 90). “He demands religious veneration” (Morris p. 222). “Or that is worshipped”: “Paul meant to convey the idea that the antichrist would arrogate to himself all the reverence then claimed by the great civil lords of the earth such as emperors, or kings. Today men bow down before the pope in the same manner that men used to bow down before kings” (Fields p. 199). “So that”: So great will be his arrogance and defiance of God"s law. “Sitteth in the temple of God”: Some say that the temple of God under consideration is the temple that existed in Jerusalem, yet that temple was destroyed in A.D. 70. Some argue for a rebuilt temple near the time when Jesus would come, yet the temple was part of an inferior system, a covenant that could never forgive sin (Hebrews 8:6-13; Hebrews 9:1-4). Why would God want it restored? Christians would understand the language here, for the New Testament refers to the church as the temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:21). Hence there is a corruption that will happen within the church. The man of sin is a "professed Christian", a religious man, who assumes a role in the church which exclusively belongs to God.

“Setting himself forth as God”: “It is hard to see how the man of sin could be an atheistic communist and still sit in the temple of God and represent himself as God” (Fields p. 200).

Many have tried to identify the man of sin. Most make the same mistake of thinking that this character will not appear on the world scene until shortly before Jesus comes, yet nothing in the context demands that interpretation, in fact the context demands the opposite. I offer the following lines of evidence connecting the man of sin with the papacy of the Roman Catholic Church:

· His arrival and the apostasy are linked together (). The Roman Catholic Church was the first great apostate body. It introduced countless corruptions-bishops over elders, infant baptism, many heathen rituals, such as the use of candles, incense, robes in worship, the deification of Mary as the “Mother of God”, confession of sins to a human priest, the Lord"s Supper became a mass, a human head of the church, transubstantiation, indulgences, idolatry, tradition made equal to the Scriptures, purgatory, members deprived of the cup in communion, mandatory celibacy for the priests, sprinkling instead of immersion, the infallibility of the pope. 

· The problem with Premillennialists is that they are still waiting for a great apostasy to come upon the church, without realizing that the vast majority of professed "Christian" churches are already in apostasy! Including the churches they are members of!

· Since the falling away has already taken place, centuries ago, then we must conclude that the man of sin is not one person (for he will still exist when Christ comes ), but a succession of individuals. 

· What would produce this man of sin was already at work in Paul’s time (). Fields notes, “That being so, surely then Paul could not have been referring to things that would not happen until the nineteenth and twentieth centuries” (p. 196). 

· In other passages, the "details" of this coming apostasy includes false doctrines that the Roman Catholic church has taught and still presently teaches (1 Timothy 4:1-3).

· The man of sin claims to be God (). “The popes have called themselves by titles as great or greater than those of God. Note this title which has been used: ‘Our Lord God the Pope, another God on earth--doeth whatsoever he listeth, even things unlawful, and is more than God’” (Fields p. 200). 

· The papacy did assume a position that the Bible reserves for Jesus Christ, that is, head over all things to the church (Ephesians 1:22-23).

· “Biblical use of language permits us to call a series or group of men by the term ‘man of sin’. For example, Peter says, ‘Fear God. Honor the king’ (1 Peter 2:17). Did he refer to one particular king or the whole succession of kings in any given land?” (Denton Lectureship p. 251). 

· And lastly, but not least, this is not a new or weird view: “The early Reformers (Wycliffe in England, the Waldensians in Italy and John Hus in Bohemia) all referred the prophecy to the Pope. the sixteenth-century Reformers, including Luther, Calvin and Zwingli, Knox and Cranmer believed that the papacy itself was Antichrist” (Stott p. 166).

· 

Verse 5
2 Thessalonians 2:5 “Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?” 

“Remember ye not”: “This little verse has surely been included in the sacred Scriptures to blast forever out of existence any idea that Paul at one time said that the Lord was going to come very quickly, and then that he later decided that the Lord was not going to come for a long time” (Fields p. 200). “When I was yet with you, I told you these things”: Paul had not changed anything he taught in reference to the Second Coming. It is a serious thing to charge that Paul changed his mind, because such a charge alleges that Paul did not write by inspiration. “I told you these things”: “The imperfect form of the verb to signify repeated instruction” (Marshall p. 192).

Verse 6
2 Thessalonians 2:6 “And now ye know that which restraineth, to the end that he may be revealed in his own season” 

“And now ye know”: They knew, because Paul had taught them previously. “That which restraineth”: “You know now what the restraining influence is which prevents his appearing before his appointed time” (TCNT). Some argue that the restraining influence is the Holy Spirit or the Christians in the world, yet the apostasy has already happened with both of those influences present. Some Premillennialists argue that this man of sin comes to power when the church is removed from the earth. Besides the false doctrine associated with the mysterious removal of the church (1 Thessalonians 4:16?), this context has the man of sin revealed while Christians are present (2:1). We have already identified the falling away with the rise of Roman Catholicism and the man of sin with the papacy, therefore already then know what the restraining power is, that is, the Roman government. As one writer noted, “The papacy could not reach the pinnacle of its power while Rome had all power” (Denton Lectureship p. 252). Fields notes, “During the first three hundred years of the history of Christianity it was a persecuted illegal religion. This fact hindered any power-hungry ‘Christian’ bishop from assuming a lot of authority. While some strong emperors occasionally resisted the popes for many centuries, the popes became so strong that kings (such as Charlemagne) received their crowns from the hands of popes” (p. 203). Gradually as the Roman Empire weakened, the bishops came to have more power and the emperors less.

Verse 7
2 Thessalonians 2:7 “For the mystery of lawlessness doth already work: only there is one that restraineth now, until he be taken out of the way” 

“For the mystery of lawlessness doth already work”: “The hidden activity of lawlessness” (Marshall p. 195). When Paul wrote this letter the seeds of apostasy where already being sown (2 Timothy 4:3-4). This verse reveals that apostasy does not happen overnight or by accident. People do not fall away on the spur of the moment, rather people fall away because they have gradually allowed themselves to believe false concepts, and allowed themselves to be gradually worn down by evil. “Until he be taken out of the way”: “When the Roman empire collapsed, the Roman church became all-powerful” (Fields p. 204). Morris claims, “Moreover the Roman Empire in due course passed away without the events that Paul here associates with the End” (p. 225). Sadly such a claim must completely ignore the fact that a great falling away did happen. Anyone who cannot see that the Roman Catholic Church represents a tremendous apostasy from the religion of Jesus Christ is not qualified to discuss the "end time". If one cannot correctly "read" the past, then why should we listen to them when they discuss the future?

Verse 8
2 Thessalonians 2:8 “And then shall be revealed the lawless one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of His mouth, and bring to nought by the manifestation of His coming” 

“And then”: When the Empire collapses, the apostasy which has been brewing will allow the papacy to fully emerge, and claim Christ"s position in the Church. “The lawless one”: The papacy is not in subjection to God"s law, in fact they claim that their communications are equal to Scripture, and they place themselves over the Bible, instead of being in subjection to it. The various traditions which they have "authorized" contradict God"s law, and remember that the very position they have assumed also violates God"s law (Ephesians 1:22-23). Many people wrongly assume that the expressions "man of sin", "lawless one", can only describe an atheistic or very immoral type of person, yet Jesus called very religious people "lawless" in Matthew 7:21-23.

“Whom the Lord Jesus shall slay”: Some writers just assume that the man of sin will gain power, and then almost immediately Jesus will come. This text does not say that. Nowhere in the text is any "time-element" given between the arrival of the man of sin and the second coming of Jesus. This man of sin could exist a day or a thousand years before Jesus comes. “With the breath of His mouth and bring to nought by the manifestation of His coming”: “The breath of God is a very forceful, volatile, energetic figure, Psalms 33:6” (Denton Lectureship p. 253). “The Lord will merely blow on him, so swift will be his destruction” (Hendriksen p. 183). The mere presence of Jesus will signal doom for all His adversaries. “The ease with which the Lord will destroy this terrible thing” (Morris p. 230). “There is no long battle, victory comes at once” (Stott p. 171). The expression “bring to nought” means, “abolished, utterly defeated, and put out of commission” (Hendriksen p. 183).

“His coming”: “All of this leads us to repeat once more that the Thessalonian epistles rule out the idea that Christ is coming one time to take His church out of the world, and then will come gain (a third time) with His church to punish sinners. There is only one parousia (coming) of the Lord, at the parousia the saints will be resurrected and caught up and the man of sin will be destroyed” (Fields p. 205).

Verse 9
2 Thessalonians 2:9 “even he, whose coming is according to the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders” 

“Even he”: The man of lawlessness. “According to the working of Satan”: “Will all Satan"s influence to aid him” (Knox). “Through the cunning of Satan that this man of sin will come” (Nor). Satan is behind this apostasy and the papacy that it produces, compare with 1 Timothy 4:1 “doctrines of demons”. Satan realized that he could not destroy the church by persecution. So he tried the next best thing, that is, to corrupt it with false doctrines, create a counterfeit, that will give people the impression that they are saved and serving God, when they are actually serving evil. “With all power and signs and lying wonders”: “Deceptive miracles” (TCNT). “Pretended signs’ (Knox). “Counterfeit signs” (Knox). “Signs and wonders of a lie. Of a lie characterizes the three words, power, signs, wonders. All bear the stamp of fraud” (Vincent p. 66). “This last word is literally ‘of falsehood’, a genitive of origin, which may indicate the source, the nature, or the intention” (Marshall p. 202). “With all”: “There will be no lack of” (Knox).

The phrase “lying wonders” can be taken in two ways: The miracles are real, but they are used to deceive. The signs and wonders are fakes. It is this writers opinion that the signs and wonders are fakes, and here is what leads me to this conclusion: In the New Testament, the apostles ran into "wonder workers", but clearly such people had no miraculous power, even though they were serving Satan"s agenda (Acts 8:9-11; Acts 13:8). True miracles confirm the truth, not error (John 3:2; Acts 2:22; John 5:36; Hebrews 2:3-4). It is my contention that John 3:2; Acts 2:22 and John 5:36 would not be true or accurate statements if the devil can equally perform the miraculous. If the servants of Satan can actually perform miracles, then miracles would not necessarily prove that God was with one.

“Think of all the religions that try to prove they are of God by the miracles they claim to do--Roman Catholic, Christian Science, Pentecostal, etc. It is interesting to note how the Roman church is almost built on claims of miracles. Every time a dead man is proclaimed a ‘saint’, there must be evidence brought forth that he or she did at least two miracles. The shrines of Romanism attract thousands of pilgrims, many of whom go away and say they are healed. We read about Catholics who have spontaneously bleeding wounds (stigmata) in the places where Christ was wounded on the cross. We are told that the bread and wine miraculously change into the very flesh and blood of Christ during the mass” (Fields p. 206).

Verse 10
2 Thessalonians 2:10 “and with all deceit of unrighteousness for them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved”

“And with”: In addition to the false miraculous claims. “All”: Every form or type of deception that evil can muster. “For them that perish”: Paul is now talking about those people who are lead astray by this apostasy. First of all, they will perish, and even religious people can end up lost (Matthew 7:22-23). “Because”: The reason they end up deceived, and observe there is no predestination here. The lost are responsible for their own lost condition. They do not perish because they were destined to perish, rather, they perish because they heard the truth, or could have heard it, but they did not love it. “They received not the love of the truth”: In the context, they preferred deception, instead of the truth. They ended up deceived, because they "received" the lies they were being told. They did not want the real truth of the matter (2 Timothy 4:3). “Still there are people who have known the truth, but are restless and desire to know things that God has not revealed. They are always looking for something novel and spectacular” (Fields p. 208). To love the truth is the same thing as embracing what the Bible teaches (John 17:17; Proverbs 23:23). Being convicted that the Bible accurately gives us the views of God and everything that God has said (Psalms 119:128). The following passages describe in more detail what "the love of the truth" looks like in practical application (Psalms 19:7-14; Psalms 119:1-176). This verse infers that all religious people do not have a love of the truth.

“That they might be saved”: This infers that one cannot be saved, unless one embraces the truth found in God"s word (Romans 10:17). Salvation is conditional and one cannot separate believing the right "doctrine" from salvation (2 John 1:9). The devil loves it when people are told that “it doesn’t matter what you believe just as long as you are sincere”.

Verse 11
2 Thessalonians 2:11 “And for this cause God sendeth them a working of error, that they should believe a lie” 

“And for this cause”: Because they reject the truth and do not love what God represents. “God sendeth them”: We already know that God does not entice anyone to sin (James 1:13) and neither is He the instigator of false doctrine (James 1:17; 1 John 1:5; Titus 1:2 “God, who cannot lie”). Therefore the word "sendeth" must mean that God permits or allows error and deception to come their way, and will not prevent a person from believing error if that is what they desire (Romans 1:28). 

“Working of error”: If one rejects the truth, then the only thing left to believe is error. Note that error is something that is active and working. One cannot embrace just a little false doctrine. “Believe a lie”: From this statement we must draw some conclusions: (a) God will not stop people from rejecting Him and His truth. (b) God will not stop one from believing a lie. Too many people just assume that God would prevent them from believing something that is false. (c) Absolutes do exist, such as truth and error. (d) God will not stand in the way, if one is determined to destroy themselves (Romans 1:18-28). (e) If one does not love the truth, then one will end up deceived. (f) Religious lies do exist. The wrong doctrine when embraced with cause one to end up lost (2 John 1:9).

Verse 12
2 Thessalonians 2:12 “that they all might be judged who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” 

“That they all might be judged who believed not the truth”: The word “judged” here is being used in the sense of condemned. Being deceived and ending up lost is a just and fair punishment for people who rejected God"s saving message (Mark 16:16). “Had pleasure in unrighteousness”: “Delight in wickedness” (TCNT). “Have made evil their playfellow” (Phi). “It is of great importance to observe that the opposite of ‘believing the truth’ is ‘delighting in wickedness’. This is because truth has moral implications and makes moral demands. Evil, not error, is the root problem. It tells us that the downward slippery path begins with a love for evil. The only way to be protected from being deceived is to love goodness and truth” (Stott p. 173). “The stark contrast reminds us that ultimately we must belong to one or other of two classes, namely, those who welcome and love God"s truth, and those who take their pleasure in wickedness” (Morris p. 235). Which class we I fall into? See John 7:17. Morris notes, “These men are not described as sinning through force of circumstances or any form of compulsion. They now find their pleasure in sin. They delight in wrong. For them evil was become good” (pp. 235-236).

Notice how false doctrine is not inherently linked to "difficult passages" or an intellectual problem in mankind, rather religious error is a moral problem. People who embrace error have an agenda for doing so (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

Thanksgiving and Encouragement

Verse 13
2 Thessalonians 2:13 “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, for that God chose you from the beginning unto salvation in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth” 

“But”: In contrast to those who do not love the truth, but delight in evil.

“We are bound”: Compare with . “He wants his readers to be in no doubt as to the justice of the thanksgiving that he offers” (Morris p. 236). “To give thanks to God always for you”: All too often we do take our brethren for granted, yet the above verse puts everything back in perspective. In view of the fact that so many do not love the truth and do delight in evil, we need to really appreciate those precious souls who embrace God"s truth and who love goodness. “Beloved of the Lord”: “Loved by the Lord” (Ber). We sometimes forget how precious our brethren are in the sight of God. If God loves them, then we need to love them also. “God chose you from the beginning unto salvation”: “For, from the first, God chose you for Salvation” (TCNT).

In light of the fact that Paul has already inferred that these Christians could be deceived, if they were not careful (); we must reject any Calvinistic slant on the words "from the beginning". These Christians could forfeit their salvation (1 Thessalonians 3:5). The good news of the verse is that God wants people saved (2 Peter 3:9). God backs the believer (1 Corinthians 10:13), and will not abandon the believer. If one ends up lost, then they have to abandon God (2 Timothy 2:11-13). God is 100% behind the Christian ending up saved, therefore a tremendous amount of incentives, encouragement, edification, and so on must exist, such as other believers, weekly worship services (Hebrews 10:24-25), the all-sufficient Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17); what heaven will be like (Revelation 21:4).

“In sanctification of the Spirit”: Some commentators believe that the word "Spirit" in this verse, refers to the human spirit. See 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:23. “And belief of the truth”: It is the truth that will enable a person to end up purified from sin (John 17:17; 1 Peter 1:22-23). Thus the Holy Spirit uses God’s word to bring about our purification, but we must cooperate. Again, notice that those who are said to have been "chosen" had an obligation to believe the truth. They ended up "chosen" because they chose to accept God"s invitation (Matthew 22:14). Notice how "belief of the truth" stands in strong contrast to the attitude mentioned in 2:12. 

Verse 14
2 Thessalonians 2:14 “whereunto He called you through our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” 

“Whereunto: To such a salvation. “To the whole program of being saved through sanctification of spirit and belief of the truth” (Fields p. 213). ‘He called you through our gospel”: God does not call people subjectively or mysteriously. God calls people with an objective and concrete message. Be impressed that all are called (Mark 16:15). Therefore no one has been "chosen" for salvation or damnation apart from their own choices, after all why would God "call" everyone, He had previously excluded the vast majority from being able to accept such a call?

“Obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ”: We are called to share His glory (2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 3:21; 1 John 3:2; Romans 8:17). When Jesus comes again, believers will be glorified (1:10). In view of such a wonderful promise, let no one say that Christianity is for losers, that one cannot be successful and a Christian at the same time, or that the Church never "wins". The Christian is the only person in this world that is truly "bound for glory".

Verse 15
2 Thessalonians 2:15 “So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of ours” 

“So then”: Great truths must have great conclusions or applications. “Stand fast”: See 1 Corinthians 15:58; 1 Corinthians 16:13; Galatians 5:1; Philippians 1:27; Philippians 4:1). In the context "standing fast" means that one remains firm in the teachings handed down through the Apostles. The phrase "stand fast" infers that one can be fully convicted, and one can stand firm in the truth. The Bible is very clear and understandable, because one cannot stand firm in something that one does not or cannot understand. Black and white do exist and the Christian is expected to take a firm stand in doctrinal issues (2 John 1:9-11). “Hold”: “Keep a tight grip on” (Wms). “Present imperative, to have masterful grip on a thing” (Robertson p. 54). “Traditions”: The word "tradition" simply refers to that which has been "handed down". What is handed down may be either God"s views or man"s views (Matthew 15:2). The "traditions" that these Christians are to hold on to are those teachings passed down to them by the apostles.

“Which ye were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of ours”: “Whether by my words or by my letters” (Con). “Orally or by letter” (Mof). What is written has just as much authority as hearing Jesus or the apostles speak in person (1 Corinthians 14:37). The oral traditions of the above verse refer to what Paul taught these Christians while with them, that is, in public or private classes. Such teaching was then incorporated into his letters (2:5). Hence, Paul is saying, “Hold to what I have taught you, whether you heard that teaching in a sermon I delivered or whether you read it in my letter”. Obviously, the letters of the apostles were binding upon all Christians. Paul is not talking about holding on to traditions which are invented by men. Many of those traditions, if accepted would cause one to reject God"s truth (Mark 7:8-9). “He exhorts the readers to stick to what he had actually said and written and not to accept other views” (Marshall p. 210). The Catholic Church perverts this passage into meaning that the writings of those who lived after the apostles, the decrees of various Church Councils and the decisions of the Pope comprise a body of truth that is equal in weight to Scripture.

Paul’s Prayer for Them

Verse 16
2 Thessalonians 2:16 “Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace” 

Verse 17
2 Thessalonians 2:17 “comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word” 

We must always remember that God loves us (John 3:16; Romans 8:32). If we end up lost then it was our choosing. Notice how Paul ascribes the same qualities to the Father and the Son. The phrase "eternal comfort" infers that heaven will be a place of rest, refreshment, satisfaction and fulfillment (Revelation 21:4). Without "grace", we would all be hopeless. God does not comfort the heart of the Christian mysteriously. Comfort and strength come to the Christian through the inspiring and encouraging words that God has revealed to us (Acts 20:32; 1 Thessalonians 4:18 “comfort one another with these words”). “A good hope ought to work itself out in a good life” (Stott p. 180). No one should walk away from the Bible in discouragement. Look at all of the incentives! The Bible is understandable (Ephesians 5:17). God loves you, He gave His Son for you, He wants you saved! (2 Peter 3:9). God has even been waiting for you to respond (2 Peter 3:9). Perfection is not demanded, but the following are, honestly, loyalty and humility. Grace, unmerited favor is available to the humble and the repentant (1 John 1:8). 

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
Outline:

I. Paul"s request for their prayers: 

II. Confidence in God and in them: 

III. Discipline for the disorderly: 

IV. Closing: 

Stott notes, “During the interim period between the two comings of Christ, while he is absent from the world, God has not left His people without a guiding light or a compass. On the contrary, He has given us both in Scripture. Already in chapter 2 Paul has written about the importance of believing the truth (; 10-12) and holding fast to his teachings (2:13)” (p. 181).

In this chapter we will learn that the writings of the apostles constitute the final authority among Christians. Professed Christians who rejected the teachings found in these letters were to be withdrawn (,14). These letters do not contain the feeble attempts of men trying to apply vague spiritual truths to their own culture.

Verse 1
2 Thessalonians 3:1 “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run and be glorified, even as also it is with you” 

“Finally”: God writes organized letters, with introductions, greetings, logical arguments and final observations. These letters were not collections of Paul"s personal "notes", or just random thoughts loosely connected together. “Pray for us”: The present continuous tense is here used, “so that it means ‘pray continually’” ( Morris p. 244). “Once again Paul comes to the end of a letter with the request that his people should pray for him (1 Thessalonians 5:25; Romans 15:19 ff; Philemon 1:22). There is something deeply moving in the thought of this giant among men asking for the prayers of the Thessalonians who so well recognized their own weakness” (Barclay p. 250). We need to remember that Paul is speaking to people who are suffering (1:4), yet to suffering people, to people in a tough situation, Paul says, among other things: be grateful (1 Thessalonians 5:18); be happy (5:16); do not retaliate (5:15); and pray for us (2 Thessalonians 3:1). Notice how Paul does not "pity" them. God seems to have the view that people can better handle life when they get their minds off of themselves, and especially, when they do not view the sufferings they encounter as some "strange thing" (1 Peter 4:12). Sometimes we say to people, "I don"t know how you are able to hold up under this trial". From these letters, Paul would say something more like, "God is faithful, and I am persuaded that you will remain faithful as well" (3:3-4).

“That”: A specific request that he wishes that they would pray about. “The word of the Lord”: Fields notes, “Notice how unselfish Paul"s prayer was. He did not ask for prayers for his own ease, but only that the word of God may make progress” (p. 224). Paul is very careful to always define the gospel as “the Lord"s message” (Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 14:37; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Galatians 1:11-12). “May run”: “Spread rapidly” (TCNT). “Continue to spread” (Wms). See Psalms 147:15; Acts 12:24. “Have swift progress through the world” (Vincent p. 68). “It is clear that when Paul first preached at Thessalonica there were spectacular results. Many were speedily converted. It is this kind of free movement of the word of God that he has in mind” (Morris p. 244). “The idea is of the swift and victorious spread of the gospel” (Marshall p. 213). “How different this verse sounds from popular denominational expressions. Men say, ‘Pray for a great moving of the Spirit’. Paul said, ‘Pray that the word of the Lord may run and be glorified’” (Fields p. 225). “Paul"s desire was not that the Word never meet obstacles, but rather that it swiftly advance in its onward course despite those obstacles” (Denton Lectureship p. 274).

Paul constantly was concerned about the progress of the gospel (Ephesians 6:19-20; Colossians 4:3-4). This verse infers that the word of God is not a lifeless message (Hebrews 4:12). This message is vital, if men and women are going to be saved (Romans 1:16).

“Glorified”: To render glorious, honor and magnify. “Received everywhere with honor” (TCNT). “The Thessalonians are asked to pray that the gospel may run well, run fast, and that, wherever it goes, it may have a ‘glorious reception’” (Stott p. 185). The gospel deserves from us a proper reception. “The way in which people give praise and honor to the gospel by receiving it with faith and thanksgiving” (Marshall p. 213). We only truly honor God, when we honor what He said (Luke 6:46; John 14:15). Unfortunately, even some religious groups demonstrate disrespect for the word of God when they claim that it is confusing, contradictory, filled with myth or corruption. Read Romans 1:16 or Hebrews 4:12 and one will find what Christians had to say about God"s word. See also Psalms 19:1-14 and Psalms 119:1-176. Morris notes that "run" and "glorified", “are in the present subjunctive. Paul is not looking for a single striking manifestation of the word, but for its continuous swift advance, and for its continual arousing of admiration” (p. 245).

“Even as also it is with you”: The gospel deserves to be received in the way that these Christians had embraced it (1 Thessalonians 1:5-10). “As far as Paul was concerned, the Word of the Lord could not run too fast nor too far, nor receive too much glory in the hearts of men” (Denton Lectureship p. 275).

Verse 2
2 Thessalonians 3:2 “and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and evil men; for all have not faith” 

“And that we”: Paul requests their prayers for the safety of those who proclaim the gospel. Paul realized that for the gospel to spread, someone had to preach it, and those preaching it needed to stay alive as long as possible. “It is one thing for the gospel to win friends who embrace it; it is another for the evangelists to be rescued from its enemies who oppose it” (Stott p. 185). “Delivered”: The prayer is not so much as a prayer to escape hardship, as it is that such men would not be able to successfully hinder Paul"s opportunities to preach. Paul now will list three characteristics that are found among those who hinder the gospel. “Unreasonable”: “Basically it signifies what is out of place” (Morris p. 245). “Wrong-headed” (TCNT). “And evil men”: This verse infers that one can reject the truth to the point that one truly becomes "unreasonable" (), and evil. Taking pleasure in wickedness does affect one’s honesty. “For all have not faith”: “Hold the faith” (Rhm). 

No matter how successful the gospel might be in certain places, there will always exist those who reject it (Matthew 7:13-14). Refusing to trust God or refusing to embrace the contents of "the faith" (Jude 1:3), has definite moral consequences and side effects. "Unreasonable" or wrong-headed people are those without faith. The word "faith" here may mean faith in the sense of trust or faith in the objective sense of the contents of the Christian faith, that is, the body of truth embraced by God"s people.

Now some people try to argue that "faith" is something one either has or does not have. Or that being a Christian is not for everyone. Yet God disagrees (Acts 26:29; Mark 16:16). Those who reject faith or the faith have a moral problem, not an intellectual problem.

Verse 3
2 Thessalonians 3:3 “But the Lord is faithful, who shall establish you, and guard you from the evil one” 

“But”: In contrast to those who oppose the gospel. “The Lord is faithful”: “The Lord can be counted on, however perverse men may be” (Robertson p. 56). “He turned from the depressing fact of man"s faithlessness to the cheering truth that ‘the Lord is faithful’ (2 Timothy 2:12-13; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:24). Paul emphasized the faithfulness of Christ as an existing reality by inserting the verb ‘is’. It is not ‘the Lord was faithful’, or ‘the Lord is generally faithful’, but rather 

‘the Lord is faithful’” (Denton Lectureship p. 277). “Establish”: “Give you strength” (Gpsd). “Fortify you” (NEB). Compare with 2 Thessalonians 2:17. “Guard”: “In the Greek, this is a military term for setting a guard around some valuable object or person that needs protection or surveillance” (Denton Lectureship p. 278). “You”: Even though Paul was experiencing his own set of difficult circumstances (3:2), he was more concerned about the status of these Christians. “The evil one”: This can refer to either the evil "one", that is, the devil or evil in general. The fact that in other verses the believer is told to resist the devil (James 4:7), infers that the strengthening and guarding in this verse is not something that happens mysteriously or without the cooperation of ones own freewill. 

Evil does exist, and the devil preys upon all (1 Peter 5:8). Therefore everyone does need the protection that God offers in the gospel. Barclay notes, “Once again we see the tremendous responsibility of freewill. We can use it to open our hearts and we can use it to shut them. Faith"s appeal is not selective; it goes out to every man” (p. 250). It is comforting to know that there is Someone that we can absolutely depend upon (Hebrews 13:5-6). One of man"s greatest needs is the need for security and stability.

Verse 4
2 Thessalonians 3:4 “And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command” 

“We have confidence in the Lord touching you”: Paul could have confidence in them, because of their past track-record (1 Thessalonians 1:5-10). Paul did not have any confidence in wicked men, but he did have confidence in faithful brethren. “Hitherto he had had no occasion to question the general loyalty of the converts, and he anticipated none in the future” (Thessalonians. Hogg and Vine p. 284).

Paul often expressed confidence in his brethren (2 Corinthians 7:16; Romans 15:14; 2 Corinthians 2:3; Galatians 5:10). Are we living in such a way that our brethren can have confidence in us? Despite the presence of false brethren (2 Corinthians 11:26), Paul never allowed himself to become cynical about members of the church.

“That”: Here is what Paul is confident about concerning these Christians. “Ye both do and will do the things which we command”: “That you are following and will follow my precepts” (Con). Paul loves to praise people where he can. In addition, “He is preparing the way for the commands which follow” (Morris p. 248). God believes that people are fully capable of abiding by His instructions (1 John 5:3). Unfortunately, "obedience" has become a negative word even in some professed "Christian" circles. Paul does not view obedience to the will of God and obeying specific commands as an unspiritual or legalistic form of religion. In fact, if we are spiritual, then we will obey (John 14:15; 1 John 2:4-5). In responding to those who claim that "obedience" is being "legalistic", I like what one writer said. He said you are either "legal" or "illegal". “Command”: The verbs "command" and "obey" in this verse, “Were the usual terms for the commands given by the officer to his men” (Stott p. 189). It is clear then that the New Testament Church lives under the authority of the message delivered by the apostles (1 Corinthians 14:37).

Verse 5
2 Thessalonians 3:5 “And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of Christ” 

“The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God”: Stott notes, “Paul"s prayer is that the Lord will lead the Thessalonians into a love like God"s love and a patience or constancy like Christ"s. The context suggests that they will then express their love and patience in their obedience” (p. 191). This directing is not mysterious or just something that happens, rather God has already given us both instruction and tremendous incentives concerning love and patience. The only thing left to do is to apply and practice such qualities (1 Corinthians 13:4 ff). “God"s love for us ought to produce a reciprocal response from us to Him (Galatians 2:20; 1 John 4:7-11). The patience displayed by the Master challenges us to have this same characteristic in our own lives” (Denton Lectureship p. 281). See Hebrews 12:1 ff). Both qualities are absolutely necessary, because without love and patience, one is completely unprepared to deal with both the obstacles of life and the people that one encounters in life. “Direct”: To straighten fully, figuratively to direct or guide. This word infers that if we fail to manifest love and patience, then the obstacle that prevents such growth is found within us (2 Peter 1:5-11). “Hearts”: More is necessary than just outward compliance. Practicing something is vain, if one does not believe in its truthfulness. 

“The apostle moves from the need to spread the word in the world to the need to obey the word in the church. There is something fundamentally anomalous about Christians who share the word with others while disregarding it in their own lives” (Stott p. 188).

Verse 6
2 Thessalonians 3:6 “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which they received of us” 

“Now”: Previously (), he expressed confidence that these brethren would obey his commands. Now he gives one. “Brethren”: Notice how this command is not addressed specifically to just one group of Christians (such as the elders), rather the command is addressed to the whole congregation. It is the responsibility of every member to obey the commands of Christ. “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”: “Paul did not give this command on the authority of his own likes or dislikes” (Fields p. 228). The withdrawal progress or discipline in the church is not cruel or unspiritual; rather it has the full approval of Jesus Christ. In fact, it is Jesus Christ Himself who is issuing this decree (Matthew 18:15; 1 Corinthians 5:4). This means that God is 100% behind the congregation that withdraws from the member who refuses to repent. Unfortunately, often such unrepentant individuals try to accuse the congregation of wrongdoing or that they lack the love of Jesus. Notice that withdrawal is a command it is not an option. It is just as necessary as the command to be baptized into the name of Christ (Matthew 28:19-20), and carefully observe the compassion and mercy of God. Those that must be withdrawn, had been given many chances (the admonitions of the first letter, 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12). They could not argue that they did not need to work because the Lord was coming immediately. For Paul had already removed that misconception (2 Thessalonians 2:1 ff). Therefore any further refusal to work was just a plain manifestation of unbelief. Notice that Paul does not caution against withdrawing because of real or supposed abuses in the past, yet this is an argument that many today use against practicing any church discipline at all. 

“Ye”: Withdraw is something in which the whole congregation has an obligation. “Withdraw”: “To move oneself from or to withdraw oneself from” (Robertson p. 58). “Keep away from” (RSV). “Avoid” (TCNT). “Don"t associate with” (Phi). “Yourselves”: The context reveals that the Christian still can have some contact with the withdrawn, that is contact in which that person is admonished (), yet a socializing contact is not to be extended (1 Corinthians 5:11-13). Morris notes, “Such a line of conduct is meant as would impress on the offenders that they had opened up a gap between themselves and the rest” (p. 251). For other passages on this subject see: Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5:1 ff; 2 John 1:10; Romans 16:17.

“It signifies the withdrawing into one"s self, holding oneself aloof from the offender in question. This is not to be done in a spirit of superiority. The appeal to brotherliness shows that it is a part of a man"s duty to the brotherhood that he should not condone the deeds of any who, while claiming the name of a brother, nevertheless denies by his actions what the brotherhood stands for” (Denton Lectureship p. 286).

“Every brother”: All Christians are equal and hence no Christian is exempt from being withdrawn from if they refuse to repent. “Walketh”: "Walk is a present participle, indicating a continuous manner of conduct” (Fields p. 229). Carefully note that the individuals being withdrawn from, are those who refuse to repent and obey the teachings of Scripture. “Disorderly”: “Out of ranks, disobedient to the prescribed order or rule” (Fields p. 229). “Playing truant from work” (Stott p. 188). “And not after”: Here is what defines "disorderly" conduct. The Christian is "out of line" when they depart from the teachings of the apostles. “The tradition which they received of us”: (). These disorderly Christians could not claim ignorance, because had they received, that is had heard the truth on this matter previously. 2 Thessalonians 3:10 “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you”. The limits of fellowship are defined by the apostles teaching (2 John 1:9-11). This is why we cannot fellowship the denominations. They are teaching things that violate what Jesus revealed through the His messengers (John 16:13), (such as teaching salvation by faith alone, or that baptism is not necessary for salvation). This places a high value on what the apostles wrote (Ephesians 3:3-5). This verse infers that Paul believed that God"s instruction on this matter were very clear. The commandments of God are not misleading nor are they confusing. This is fair. Rightness with God and fellowship with other Christians is not based upon personal preference, a popularity contest, external factors, such as social position, looks, and wealth. Feelings or how people feel about you. What particularly talents one has. Or the changing whims of society, rather the only rules that the true church has are God"s rules, which we all must equally obey.

Verse 7
2 Thessalonians 3:7 “For yourselves know how ye ought to imitate us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you” 

“For”: Not only were the disorderly ignoring clear commands, they were also ignoring the example that Paul and his companions had set. Hence, they found themselves in an inexcusable position, and condemned by God"s word and the example of Paul, Silas and Timothy. “Yourselves know”: In no way possible could Paul be blamed for giving a misleading example or impression. Paul, Silas and Timothy believed that Jesus would come unexpectedly, but they still worked. That, in and of itself should have taught the idlers that they had assumed a false position. “How ye ought to imitate us”: Paul often urges that people follow his example-inasmuch as he follows the example of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1).

Fields notes, “Often I have marveled that Paul never hesitated to urge people to follow him. We are all aware of our own failings, and are therefore reluctant to tell people to imitate us. We should not boast about doing good, but we should not hesitate to be a visible and unashamed example” (p. 230). A serious question to ask ourselves, “Is my faith worth imitating?” “Can I even offer myself as an example for new converts or young Christians to follow?” Morris notes, “While we feel some diffidence today about appealing to our own example it still remains true that no preaching of the gospel can ever be really effective unless the life of the preacher is such as to commend his message. Those who hear must feel that they are listening to one whose life shows his sincerity and the power of the message he brings” (p. 252).

"”For we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you”: Notice that Paul did not have the attitude, “We can"t withdraw from them because after all, we are not perfect ourselves”. Paul could say without hesitation, that he had set the proper example. In fact, the next verse reveals that he had even gone beyond the demands of duty or necessity.

Verse 8
2 Thessalonians 3:8 “neither did we eat bread for nought at any man"s hand, but in labor and travail, working night and day, that we might not burden any of you”

“Eat bread”: “Is a Hebraism which means ‘to take food’ and can be more generally of receiving maintenance from somebody” (Marshall pp. 221-222). “For nought”: “Without paying for it” (TCNT). “We did not take free meals from anyone” (Mof). “We know that Paul and his companions stayed for at least part of the time in Thessalonica with Jason (Acts 17:7). They did not receive board and lodging from their host without paying something towards it” (Marshall p. 222). “In labor and travail”: “We did hard and heavy work” (Ber). “We toiled and drudged, we worked for a living night and day” (NEB). “Slaving and straining” (JB). “That”: One of the purposes for such sacrifices. “Might not be a burden to any of you”: This is not false humility on the part of Paul. Paul is not saying with a sigh in his voice, “I just don"t want to be a burden to anyone”. While in Thessalonica, Paul did take money from the congregation in Philippi (Philippians 4:16). Hence, Paul was not against preachers being supported (1 Corinthians 9:1 ff). Rather Paul did not want to add an additional burden upon the shoulders of these relatively new Christians, who were experiencing persecution and probably who were having some financial problems of their own. The example of Paul, Silas and Timothy does not leave the idle with any excuses, because these three men worked at two full time jobs. Hendriksen notes, “The latter had been preaching the gospel and working at a trade besides! The former did not do a stitch of real work in either direction. Instead of being a help they were a hindrance to the progress of the gospel” (p. 200).

This verse reveals that the example that other"s set can remove all our excuses. The aged, disabled member who always attends, even when in pain verses the healthy member who can seem to make it. The mother with young children, who has time for God verses the single person who cannot seem to find the time. 

Verse 9
2 Thessalonians 3:9 “not because we have not the right, but to make ourselves and ensample unto you, that ye should imitate us” 

“Not because we have not the right”: The right to be financially supported, a right that Paul did exercise. Paul quickly nips any misconception in the bud. It is amazing that despite this clear verse and those found in other chapters (1 Corinthians 9:1 ff); that some religious people today still think that it is wrong to support a preacher. “But”: Notice how God leaves it up to the individual preaching the gospel whether they will accept support or not. God gives the preacher a lot of flexibility. He can accept full support, partial support, and so on. In certain situations, Paul offered the gospel without charge, you might say, as a bonus service that he wanted to give (1 Corinthians 9:14-18). “To make ourselves an ensample unto you, that ye should imitate us”: This verse infers that Paul knew that among the Thessalonians his decision to not take support was to his and their advantage. It demonstrated the purity of his motives (1 Thessalonians 2:5-10), and it also demonstrated that the Christian religion does not teach (by word or example) a disdain for manual labor or hard work. Morris notes, “The Thessalonians are reminded that this was not a piece of pageantry or showmanship, but was very purposive” (p. 254).

Verse 10
2 Thessalonians 3:10 “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, If any will not work, neither let him eat” 

“For even when we were with you”: That is, during the original visit recorded in Acts 17:1-34. “The Thessalonian ‘irregulars’ could not excuse their conduct by saying, ‘You never taught us any different’” (Hendriksen p. 201). Not only had the example been clearly set, but the doctrine had been clearly defined and clearly presented. “This we commanded you”: A very definite and precise command had been given. The following statement is not "advice" rather it is a commandment from God. “Is in an imperfect tense, which indicates repeated action in past time, ‘we kept commanding you’” (Fields p. 232). “If any”: God treats all alike. “Will not work”: God is fair, and He is sensitive to "real life". The text does not say, “If any man cannot work”. “Neither let him eat”: Many people proceed from the idea that ""The church owes me a living". Substitute "world" or "government" for "church" and the passage would fit many people living today. “If he refuses to work, let him go hungry. That may teach him a lesson” (Hendriksen p. 202).

Carefully note that the "ideal" society is not where work is absent, and “work” is not an evil thing. Some people erroneously link their present unhappiness with the fact that they have to go to work everyday. We must be careful that we do not help people remain in sin, that is, that we make it easy for them to ignore the commands of God. The person who is lazy, does not need "understanding", they need to go hungry for awhile. Notice the balance. On the one hand the Bible exhorts us to help the person who is in need (Ephesians 4:28), and Paul put a tremendous amount of energy and effort into gathering the collection for the needy saints in Jerusalem. Yet on the other hand he had no sympathy for the person who refused to work. Hendriksen notes, “Those who were saved by grace should become so unselfish that they will loathe the idea of unnecessarily becoming a burden to their brothers” (p. 202).

Verse 11
2 Thessalonians 3:11 “For we hear of some that walk among you disorderly, that work not at all, but are busybodies” 

“For we hear of some that walk among you disorderly”: Paul was dealing with concrete and specific instances. “He has not been speaking simply in general terms, laying down precepts against some possible future need. He has in mind a definite situation” (p. 255). “That work not at all”: Even though that might have "claimed" to be doing something productive. It is interesting to note that often the lazy person complains more about life"s aches and pains than the person who is breaking a good sweat. “But are busybodies”: “Busybodies instead of busy” (Morris p. 255). “We may conjecture that they were trying to do one or both of two incompatible things, namely, to get their living from others, and to persuade those others to share their point of view about the second advent, and so persuade them to stop working also” (Morris p. 256). God knows that all "busy-ness" is not spent in being productive. God also knows that people can have too much time on their hands (1 Timothy 5:13). “Busy only with what is not their own business. Some have no business, but are busy with everybody"s business” (Denton Lectureship p. 290).

Verse 12
2 Thessalonians 3:12 “Now them that are such we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread” 

“Now them that are such”: Notice that God gives these individuals one last chance to repent, yet equally observe that one must come to God on God"s conditions “We command and exhort”: “Our order to such men, indeed our appeal by the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phi).

“Quietness”: “To settle down to work and eat the food they have earned themselves” (Phi). “The teaching of the verse has been well summed up as ‘Stop fussing; stop idling; stop sponging’” (Marshall p. 225). “They work”: God knows that generally, people in any time or culture can find work that will put the necessities of life on the table. “Own bread”: The New Testament church was not a commune.

Verse 13
2 Thessalonians 3:13 “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well-doing” 

“But ye, brethren”: Paul now addresses and exhorts the majority in the congregation who were not being idle. “Be not weary in well-doing”: The bad example of the few cannot be allowed to discourage the many. 

In contrast to the idlers, they should persevere in doing good” (Stott p. 192). “Weary”: “Must not get tired of doing right” (Gspd). Compare with Galatians 6:9; Ephesians 3:13; Luke 18:1. It is so easy to allow one bad example or one dishonest person to move one to stop doing any good. In spite of the bad example set by the idlers, the hard working members of this congregation still needed to help those who were legitimately in need. In addition, it is also very easy to allow others to discourage us. “Don"t be misled. Do not let a few people who neglect their duty keep you from doing yours” (Hendriksen p. 204). In order to never tire of doing the right thing, Christians must learn to love that which is good, honorable, just, pure, holy, and noble (Philippians 4:8). This means that we need to see the value, worth and dignity of doing the right thing. This verse also infers that the Christian is never justified in becoming discouraged or giving up because of problems within the congregation.

Verse 14
2 Thessalonians 3:14 “And if any man obeyeth not our word by this epistle, note that man, that ye have no company with him, to the end that he may be ashamed”

“If any man”: God is no respecter of persons (Romans 2:11). “Obeyeth not our word by this epistle”: “If any one disregards what we have said in this letter” (TCNT). “Paul sums up the issue bluntly with this ultimatum” (Robertson p. 60). The only proper response to the letters of the apostles is obedience. The written letters of the apostles pack just as much authority as their oral teaching. Their letters accurately express what they taught, and they pack this much authority, because Jesus was speaking through them (1 Corinthians 14:37). “Note that man”: “He is to be a marked man” (Knox). “Sign, mark, token. Put a tag on that man” (Robertson p. 60). “Take special note of him, which implies some form of public censure” (Stott p. 193). “That”: Here is the result of recognizing such an individual as being disobedient to the word of God. “Ye have”: An obligation that rests upon the shoulders of every member.

“No company with him”: “Mingle or associate with. Paul will use it again later when telling the Corinthians not to have fellowship or even eat with Christian brothers who are openly guilty of such offences as immorality, dishonestly, idolatry and drunkenness, 1 Corinthians 5:9; 1 Corinthians 5:11” (Stott p. 193). “To the end”: The intended goal or aim of this withdrawal. “That he may be ashamed”: “Till he is ashamed of himself” (Knox). Cases do and will arise in which members become so stubborn that they must be withdrawn from (Matthew 18:15-17). The responsibility of administering this discipline rests upon the shoulders of every member. Unfortunately, the impact of withdrawal is negated when misguided members try to "lessen the impact", and continue to associate with the withdrawn. In this situation some members think that they are doing the person a favor or trying to help them. But in reality, they are saying that their way of handling the situation is better than God"s. Such "good intentions" start to look like arrogance, when they are measured by this section of Scripture. When church discipline happens we really need to take a good look at the total picture. The person causing the problem is the person who being withdrawn from. The person in sin needs to feel ashamed, and we need to give people the opportunity to feel the damage that their sin is causing. Comfort can only be given when the person repents. Withdrawal gives the sinner the opportunity to really reflect upon what they are doing, and the price that such a sin is costing them, that is, fellowship with God and fellowship with people who love them. Stott bemoans the conditions of many modern denominations when he says, “This verse contains some of the most important teaching in the New Testament on the subject of church discipline. To be sure, many churches nowadays would do nothing. The administration of discipline has fallen into disuse. Our Lord and his apostles were of a different opinion” (p. 193).

Verse 15
2 Thessalonians 3:15 “And yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother” 

“And yet”: The Bible is always quick to "check" us from falling into extremes. “Count him not as an enemy”: Morris notes, “He is eager to see to it that what is done to him is from the best of motives. The enforcement of discipline is a difficult matter. It is easy for men to become censorious and unnecessarily harsh in the process. It is the rebuke of a friend. It is most appropriate here with its combination of the two ideas of a steady refusal to have any truck with the evil thing, and a genuine concern for the well-being of the wrongdoer” (p. 259). Such statements remind us we always need to be careful when we seek to correct others (Galatians 6:1). Barclay notes, “The discipline which is given by a man who stands above the sinner and who contemptuously looks down upon him seldom amends. It is more likely to produce resentment than reformation. When Christian discipline is necessary it is to be given as by a brother to a brother” (p. 253). This last statement reminds us that the purpose for such withdrawal is to save the sinner and not to destroy him.

Stott notes, "Paul betrays no personal pique or anger, and no petty arrogance” (p. 195).

“Admonish him as a brother”: “But caution him as you would a brother” (TCNT). “Correcting him like” (Knox). This should remind us that the sin is not down-played or overlooked. Real concern is expressed towards the eternal welfare of the wayward brother. That you give it your best effort when you try to bring back a fallen Christian. 

Verse 16
2 Thessalonians 3:16 “Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times in all ways. The Lord be with you all” 

“Lord of peace”: (Isaiah 9:6-7). “The Lord, from whom all peace comes’ (TCNT). “Give you peace at all times in all ways”: “In every circumstance” (NASV). “No matter what happens” (Tay). “Peace which is unchanging. The thought of a peace which is present no matter how the circumstances may change” (Morris p. 260). The connection between this verse and the preceding seems to be that the idlers posed a potential threat for strife and division in this congregation. This expression should remind all Christians in Thessalonica that the "answers" to congregational problems are always found in obeying the Lord Jesus Christ. Marshall notes, “It is noteworthy that Paul refers to peace in other letters where tension within the community may be suspected (Romans 15:33; Romans 16:20; 1 Corinthians 16:11; 2 Corinthians 13:11; Galatians 6:16; Philippians 4:7; Philippians 4:9). This prayer or wish seems to imply that peace can be a reality for any congregation, yet it must be pursued by the members of that local church (Ephesians 4:1-3). This statement in this context also implies that church discipline is a necessary element in the peace of any congregation. This statement should also remind all Christians, despite the problems that the church encounters, we still have it good. 

“The Lord be with you all”: This should remind these brethren that problems in a congregation, does not inherently imply that God is not with them. God is with these brethren and He is even with them when they withdrawal from the disorderly.

Verse 17
2 Thessalonians 3:17 “The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write” 

“Salutation”: “This greeting” (NASV). “With mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write”: “Add this greeting in my own handwriting. It is my signature to every letter” (TCNT). “This authenticates all my letters” (NEB). “For proof that it really is from me” (Tay). See 1 Corinthians 16:21; Colossians 4:18; Galatians 6:11).

In view of the potential or possibility of counterfeit letters, Paul personally ended this letter in his own handwriting, which the Thessalonians could verify as his. Barclay notes, “Look, he says, ‘this is what my handwriting is like. Mark it, so that you will know it again’” (p. 253). The phrase "every epistle" implies that Paul wrote at least two epistles. Paul also notes that Paul wrote "epistles" (plural) (2 Peter 3:16). Erdman notes, “It must indicate, further, Paul"s sense of authority and his conviction of the correctness of his teaching and of the importance of the messages which this letter contains” (p. 105). In addition, this final statement would prevent any of the idlers from saying, “We admit that the letter which was read to us during the service (2 Thessalonians) contained some rather uncomplimentary things with respect to us, but we do not believe that it actually represents the thought of Paul. We deny that he either wrote or dictated it” (Hendriksen pp. 208-209).

Verse 18
2 Thessalonians 3:18 “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all” 

Concluding Comments

“Paul"s repeated commands, with their expectation of obedience, also condemn those churches whose attitude to the Word of God appears to be subjective and selective. They wander at random through Scripture, choosing a verse here and discarding a verse there. Let not such a church imagine that it will receive the blessing of the Lord! For to despise the Word of the Lord is to despise the Lord of the Word, to distrust his faithfulness and to disregard his authority. To which kind of church do we belong? Is its attitude to Scripture principled or unprincipled, obedient or disobedient? Can we say from the heart ‘Let the Word of the Lord run and be honored throughout the world’ and ‘Let the Word of the Lord be honored and obeyed in the church?’” (Stott p. 199).

