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00 Introduction 

Introducing the Second Letter to Thessalonica
The first letter to the Thessalonians dealt with the problem of the dead in Christ. After it was received, it seems some insisted the Lord"s return, as described by Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, was imminent. They may even have claimed that they were inspired and used a letter they claimed was from Paul, which must have been forged, to back up their false teachings (2:2). It appears that his second letter was written soon after the first. Silas and Timothy are once again listed as Paul"s companions and conditions in the church are very much the same. Therefore, the letter must have been written between A. D. 50 and 54.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2
As in the first letter, Paul saw no need to mention his apostleship as he introduced himself, so it can be assumed no one had challenged it in this city. Silas and Timothy were also well known among these brethren. The church is the body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23), thus Paul described it as being in both the Father and the Son. Jesus is the supreme ruler, the one who takes away our sins, and God"s anointed. Paul"s desire for the church is that they continue to receive God"s unmerited favor and have the special inner peace such brings (2 Thessalonians 1:1-2).

Verse 3-4
Paul"s Thankfulness for the Church in Thessalonica
Paul felt compelled to thank God because his prayer for the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 3:10-13) had been answered. Their faith had been lacking at the time of the first letter but, by the time this second letter was written, Paul was able to say it was growing immeasurably. Their love for each other was also growing. Paul, Silas and Timothy, along with God"s churches in other places, rejoiced because they had been longsuffering in their faith during a period of ongoing persecution (1 Thessalonians 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 2:14). They did not give up, though in the midst of severe mental and physical suffering for their faith (2 Thessalonians 1:3-4).

Verses 5-7
God"s Coming Judgment
The very fact that they were able to endure such hardships was a clear indication that God was with them. It also foreshadowed a day when God would judge all and punish those who had caused His children to suffer. Of course, Christians should be thankful for the maturity which arises out of suffering and the fact that it better prepares them for heaven (Romans 5:3-4). In judgment, God"s righteousness, or justice, will be revealed to those who may even have doubted his existence (Romans 2:5). While God can use the works of evil men to strengthen his people, He will punish those who worked them (2 Thessalonians 1:5-6).

Even though the Thessalonian brethren were being afflicted at the time of his writing, Paul here assured them relief was coming. That relief would come in the form of the Lord"s second coming. Paul said angels would be with Jesus, as they often were at important times during His stay on earth (Luke 2:8-14; Matthew 4:11; Matthew 28:1-8; Acts 1:9-11). They would do the Lord"s bidding in the great harvest of souls (2 Thessalonians 1:7; Matthew 13:33-43).

Verses 8-10
Punishment
The apostle said Jesus would come in flaming fire and take "vengeance," which is from the same root as "righteous" in verses 5 and 6. The punishment for wrongs committed against God and man in the final judgment will be just, or righteous, because it will be based on the deeds wrought on earth (Galatians 6:7-8; Romans 12:19-21; Hebrews 10:28-31). Such punishment will belong to two groups. First, those who do not recognize God as the one true and living God of all (Romans 1:18-32; Ephesians 4:17-19). This group may include those who intellectually know God is but do not acknowledge it in their deeds (James 2:19). It certainly would include Jews who would not yield to the Father"s will (John 8:54-55). Second, those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord. This group would, of course, include those who have not repented of their sins, confessed Jesus as God"s Son and put him on in baptism (Luke 13:1-5; Acts 17:30; Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 10:9-10;Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). Also in this group would be those who do not keep on obeying the gospel (2 Peter 1:4-11; Hebrews 3:8-13). The rewards for the righteous and the wicked will last forever (Matthew 25:46).

Thomas says, "The original term for "destruction" (olethros) literally means ruin or death; and since death always involves a separation, the implication is that the sinner will be forever separated from God, who is the source of all life." The two classes of people described in verse 8 will be vanished from the Lord"s presence, power and glory for all of the ages to come, or eternity.

The banishment will come in the day of the Lord"s second coming. Kelcy says the original "has "whenever" with the aorist subjunctive, a construction indicating the certainty of the event and yet the uncertainty of the time of it." He will have two purposes at that time. First, Christ"s glory will be seen in all of His set apart children. Second, all of those obedient believers will marvel, or be in awe, of the Lord at his coming. Remember, He will not come again as a man to be a perfect sacrifice for sins but as a king who has conquered His enemies (1 Corinthians 15:23-28; Revelation 1:12-18). Paul wrote all of this because his testimony was believed by the Thessalonian brethren who would be a part of those showing forth Christ"s glory and awed in His presence (2 Thessalonians 1:8-10).

Verse 11-12
Paul"s Prayer During Their Affliction
Paul wanted them to be prepared for the kingdom of God when Christ would come again for judgment. So, he, along with Silas and Timothy, prayed for them that they would be considered by God ready to enter heaven (Matthew 25:14-30). Christians must strive to live a righteous life and perform all of the works one who truly believes in God and His Son. Notice, to truly do this requires God"s help, which Paul prayed for in their behalf. Also, if there were no concern about falling from grace, Paul"s prayer would be meaningless.

When Christians live according to the Lord"s will, His name is glorified (Matthew 5:16). In turn, wearing the name of God"s own Son and being a part of His body will bring glory to the Christian. This is only possible because of the unmerited gift of God"s help (2 Thessalonians 1:11-12).

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3
At Peace With the Lord"s Second Coming 
Paul begged the brethren on the basis of the Lord"s second coming and the gathering together to meet Him in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). He did not want them to lose their spiritual balance because of some false prophet who claimed to be speaking by the power of a spirit, or a false teacher claiming to present God"s word, or a letter some said was from Paul (1 John 4:1; 2 Timothy 4:3-5). He did not want their minds to be so disturbed that they acted rashly. It seems someone was saying the Lord"s coming would happen in the very near future. Naturally, such a thought would cause one to reconsider, even lay aside, some immediate plans.

Paul assured them that the Lord"s second coming could not occur until some went away from the truth and took their stand somewhere else. Also, the son of perdition, or perishing who is also called the man of sin, would have to be made known. It is interesting to note that Judas was called the son of perdition (John 17:12). While he was not Satan, certainly he allowed himself to be made his agent by yielding control of his heart to him (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3; John 13:21-30).

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 4-6
Characteristics of the Man of Sin
Paul said the man of sin is continually opposed to anyone other than himself being lifted up in man"s eyes or worshipped. So jealous is he of anyone, or thing, being worshipped above him that he actually makes himself sit on the seat that belongs to God in the temple. Paul thought of the church as the temple under the new covenant (Ephesians 2:21; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17). The man of sin usurps God"s place in the church and sets himself up as God.

McGarvey says, "The Greek word for "worship" is sebasma; from it came Selastus or Augustus (i.e., the Worshipful), which was the title of the Roman emperors." He went on to say, "A man of that age could hardly see this word in such a connection without thinking that Paul meant to convey the idea that the anti-Christ would arrogate to himself all the reverence then claimed by the great civil lords of the earth, such as emperors, kings, etc." Thus, we see a man, group of men or type of man, who would set himself up at the head of the church as one worthy of worship, thereby leading all who would follow him into apostasy.

Warnings of a falling away are found repeatedly in the New Testament (Acts 20:29-31; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Timothy 3:1-8; 2 Timothy 4:3-5; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 2 Peter 3:1-7). Paul warned the Thessalonians in person, as well as in this letter, concerning the dangers of such a falling away. He said God was restraining the man of sin until a time that fit His timetable. He may have done that through the repeated warnings of the apostles and strong elders who constantly went to theWord for their authority. Certainly, when men cease to look within God"s word for solutions to spiritual problems they are ripe for the reception of an outside authority (2 Thessalonians 2:4-6).

Verses 7-9
The Coming and Power of the Lawless One
The lawless spirit was probably called a mystery because it was not practiced in the open in its early stages. The "he" who prevented lawlessness from spreading at the time of Paul"s writing may have been Christ. Certainly, we know he has the power to restrain the devil (Revelation 20:1-3). Paul explained that once God allowed the restraints to be released, the spirit of lawlessness would come out of hiding. That spirit would be particularly embodied in one man. The defeat of lawlessness would come about initially through the preaching of God"s word and ultimately through the coming of our Lord in the last day.

Paul stated that just as the Lord will have a coming, the wicked, or lawless, one, would come. Christ worked by the power of God, but the apostle foresaw the wicked one working by Satan"s power. He also said the wicked one would have signs and wonders, just as Jesus did, but they would be deceitful instead of true like those Jesus worked (2 Thessalonians 2:7-9).

Verses 10-12
The Power of the Lawless One Over the Lost
Paul foresaw that the lawless one would especially deceive those who were already in a perishing condition because they did not love God"s will enough to obey it (John 14:15; 1 John 5:3). Those who refused to do as God directed could only look forward to His wrath (Romans 2:8; Romans 1:18). This was especially true because they would do evil against God"s law by living in a manner totally opposed to God. Paul said He would deceive those unbelievers lest they should see the truth and be saved (Matthew 13:13-15).

Some would rather hear a lie than the truth. God tests man"s desires by allowing lies to be presented as well as truth. One can know what he hears is true when it is from God"s word (Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 1 Peter 4:11). Those who will perish delight in acts that are repulsive to God. Because of their attitude, God will permit them to find opportunity to show their true allegiance (Isaiah 66:3-4). Those who love ways contrary to God"s will certainly would not love the truth. In its place, they would readily accept some lie that was more palatable to them. Because of such acceptance of error, Paul said they would be eternally condemned (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

Verse 13-14
Thanksgiving for God"s Chosen
In contrast to the tragic condition of those who rejoiced in wicked ways, Paul was able to give thanks for the saints. They were the Lord"s beloved as is shown by His choosing them for salvation. Since Jesus came to save the lost, and God desires all men to be saved (Luke 19:10; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:3-4), we might say God intends for all to be a part of the chosen. Unfortunately, not all will receive His calling or choosing. It comes through the setting apart of, or by, the Spirit and an actively demonstrated belief of the truth.

God"s word is the means of sanctification and is called the "sword of the Spirit" by Paul (John 17:17; Ephesians 6:17). We conclude that obedience to the commands contained in the book delivered by the Spirit"s power is the way of accepting God"s call and receiving the longed for setting apart by God. Some would say we are randomly elected unto salvation. Paul says those who receive the gospel call will get to share in Christ"s glory at His coming (Hebrews 5:8-9). So, obedience to the gospel yields a final, glorious, setting apart (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14).

Verses 15-17
Paul"s Exhortation and Prayer for Thessalonica
Paul wanted them to hold their ground (in contrast to verse 2) by keeping the truths given over to them through inspired speakers and writers. God"s children need to hold on to inspired words that have been handed down to them but not the doctrines of men that have been taught or practiced from generation to generation (Matthew 15:1-9; Colossians 2:8).

Paul"s desire was that the Lord, Savior and King of all believers, with his Father, who loved the lost (John 3:16), would encourage and strengthen them in righteous words and works. It should be noted that the Father and Son are considered to be the common source of these things, thus acknowledging their equality. Christians have the eternal comfort of heaven before them because of the unmerited favor they bestowed (2 Thessalonians 2:15-17).

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1-2
Paul"s Request For Their Prayers
As he did in his first letter to the church in Thessalonica, Paul used the word "finally" meaning, "as for the rest." Paul asked them to pray for him but with the desire that others be benefitted. He asked that prayers continually be offered requesting that the gospel be spread to all men. As it was spread, Paul also wanted them to pray that it would triumph, or meet with success, with those men as it had in the lives of the Thessalonian brethren.

Shepherd believes Paul was at Corinth as he wrote this letter and the vision he had from the Lord there and Gallio"s quick response may have been a direct answer to brethren"s prayers that he be delivered (Acts 18:7-17). No matter whether such was the case or not, it clearly is an example of the way God can help by working through men even in a non-miraculous way. Coffman quotes Adam Clarke and George Howard to prove the word "faith" here is our word "trustworthiness", or "fidelity". This can apply to those claiming to be God"s people as well as those outside of God"s children (Romans 9:6). Paul"s desire was that these men who lacked trustworthiness be stopped so that the gospel could be furthered (2 Thessalonians 3:1-2).

Verses 3-5
Paul"s Confidence in the Thessalonians
In contrast to some men who could not be trusted, Paul said God is completely trustworthy. Those placing their trust in God will be made firm by Him so that they will not fall prey to Satan or his devices. Paul was confident that the Christians in Thessalonica were obeying the Lord"s commandments and would keep on obeying if they relied upon Christ to be their strengthening force (Philippians 4:13). Notice that Paul"s confidence in the brethren stemmed from his confidence in the Lord. Paul"s prayer was that the Lord would lead them into the love of God which would naturally lead to obedience (1 John 5:3) Also, he asked that they be given the same ability to endure trials that Christ had shown while on earth (2 Thessalonians 3:3-5).

Verse 6
Discipline for the Disorderly
Paul wrote this letter with the authority that belonged to an apostle of Jesus Christ (Galatians ; 11-12;Matthew 16:19). In fact, he carefully noted that he spoke by Christ"s authority. The Lord"s command as issued by Paul was that they not have fellowship with those who he was about to mention. This does not forbid all contact, as we shall see later, but the social contact that would make it appear that one saw nothing wrong with the actions of such brethren (compare Matthew 18:15-17; Romans 16:17-18; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13).

In the first Thessalonian letter, Paul had commanded the brethren to work with their own hands (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12). Those who refused to follow that command, or any other oral instruction passed on to them by God"s spokesmen, were not walking according to rule and, according to Paul, should be withdrawn from. Remember, unruly soldiers fall out of step thus becoming disorderly or lazy (1 Thessalonians 5:14). Paul had already urged such brethren to join ranks with the other members lest they run into many dangers (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

Verses 7-9
Paul"s Example Among Them
Paul urged them to remember the example he had set when in Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 2:9). He had worked night and day so that they might hear the gospel and he could earn a living. If one who was bringing them the word of salvation could work with his own hands and not insist on being fed, clothed and housed by the brethren, surely the unruly brother could too.

He did not eat anyone"s bread without compensating them for it. In other words, he did not take his living from them. McGarvey says the vast amount of slave labor in that day made working with one"s hands be despised. Paul tried to make Christians realize that work was honorable (Genesis 2:15; Genesis 3:17-19; 1 Corinthians 4:12; Ephesians 4:28). As one who preached the gospel, Paul had a right to earn a living from that preaching (1 Corinthians 9:1-14; Galatians 6:6; 1 Timothy 5:17-18). Paul did not take advantage of that right because he wanted them to see that work was honorable. He wanted them to follow his example (2 Thessalonians 3:7-9).

Verses 10-12
The Command for the Disorderly
Kelcy notes that Paul used the imperfect tense when he said, "we commanded you this", so it means he repeatedly commanded them. Thus, the one who as a habit refused to earn a living was to be refused aid by his brethren. Unfortunately, these same folks, while refusing to do much of anything themselves, were constantly busy telling others what to do. McGarvey says Paul"s words could be translated, "who have no business, and yet are busy with everybody"s business." From this it can be seen that no one remains truly idle. If one is not busy building up the Lord"s work and providing for his own family, he will be busy doing things which will tear them both down (2 Thessalonians 3:10-11; compare 1 Timothy 5:11-15; Matthew 12:30).

Paul spoke with authority, as is shown by his use of the word "command." However, he also spoke in love, with a desire to encourage the brethren in the right direction, as is shown by his use of the word "exhort." He plainly told the disorderly that they needed to go back to work, earn their living and cease being in charge of everyone else"s business (2 Thessalonians 3:12).

Verses 13-15
Encouragement for the Faithful
Despite the fact that some had been lazy, Paul encouraged Christians to continue in all good works which were in accord with God"s will. As Lipscomb says, "Nothing discourages giving to the needy like having the lazy and meddlesome seeking support." Those who are truly in need will still require help (2 Thessalonians 3:13; Galatians 6:10). The actions commanded in 2 Thessalonians 3:14 were not rash but came at the end of a carefully prepared strategy. All possible courses of action to restore the unruly to proper fellowship with the Lord would have been tried and, unfortunately, failed.

Paul taught them when he was in Thessalonica (), taught them in the previous letter (1 Thessalonians 4:11), sent Timothy to teach them (1 Thessalonians 3:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:6), and taught them in this second epistle (3:6-12). If anyone continued to refuse to walk according to God"s order after so much instruction, he would have needed swift and effective discipline. His fellow Christians were instructed to refuse him associations, in a social sense, in an effort to make him ashamed of his actions and move him to repentance. The faithful brethren were not to hate or act in a hostile manner toward such disorderly ones. Instead, they were to issue a warning based upon instruction that would exhibit the love of one brother for another. To follow Paul"s instructions, it would not be necessary to break off all contact, just social association (2 Thessalonians 3:15).

Verses 16-18
Closing Thoughts
Despite the stern warnings he had used, Paul still desired that the Lord of peace would give them peaceful relations between one another and with God. The Lord is constantly associated with peace, so Paul"s prayer was that He be with them (Luke 2:14; John 14:27; Ephesians 2:12-17).

Some have suggested that someone had tried to make a letter appear like it was from Paul. Certainly, he wanted them to know this letter was from him. It seems he dictated most of his letters to a scribe and then wrote some of the closing remarks with his own hand, thus clearly identifying a letter as from Paul. His final words are identical to those in the first letter except for the use of "all". After such strong warnings, Paul may have wanted to reassure the guilty that he still desired God"s unmerited favor for them (2 Thessalonians 3:16-18).

