《Bullinger’s Companion Bible Notes – 2 Thessalonians》(E.W. Bullinger)
Commentator

Ethelbert William Bullinger AKC (December 15, 1837 - June 6, 1913) was an Anglican clergyman, Biblical scholar, and ultradispensationalist theologian.

He was born in Canterbury, Kent, England, the youngest of five children of William and Mary (Bent) Bullinger. His family traced their ancestry back to Heinrich Bullinger, the Swiss Reformer.

His formal theological training was at King's College London from 1860-1861, earning an Associate's degree. After graduation, on October 15, 1861, he married Emma Dobson, thirteen years his senior. He later received a Doctor of Divinity degree in 1881 from Archibald Campbell Tait, Archbishop of Canterbury who cited Bullinger's "eminent service in the Church in the department of Biblical criticism."

Bullinger's career in the Church of England spanned 1861 until 1888. He began as associate curate in the parish of St. Mary Magdalene, Bermondsey in 1861, and was ordained as a priest in the Church of England in 1862. He served as parish curate in Tittleshall from 1863-1866; Notting Hill from 1866-1869; Leytonstone, 1869-1870; then Walthamstow until he became vicar of the newly established parish of St. Stephen's in 1874. He resigned his vicarage in 1888.

In the spring of 1867, Bullinger became clerical secretary of the Trinitarian Bible Society, a position he would hold till his death in 1913. Bullinger was editor of a monthly journal Things to Come subtitled A Journal of Biblical Literature, with Special Reference to Prophetic Truth. The Official Organ of Prophetic Conferences for over 20 years (1894-1915) and contributed many articles.

Introduction

2Th 

THE STRUCTURE OF THE EPISTLE AS A WHOLE. 


2 Thessalonians 1:1-2. EPISTOLARY. INTRODUCTION. GRACE AND PEACE. 
2 Thessalonians 1:3. THANKSGIVING. 
2 Thessalonians 1:3-5. REASON. THEIR FAITH AND LOVE AND PATIENCE. 
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10. THE OBTAINING OF REST AND GLORY. 
2 Thessalonians 1:11. PRAYER FOR THEM. 
2 Thessalonians 1:12 -. THAT THE NAME OF THE LORD MAY BE GLORIFIED. 
2 Thessalonians 1:12. AND THEY GLORIFIED IN HIM. 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. ADMONITION."the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto Him".* 
2 Thessalonians 2:13 -. THANKSGIVING. 
2 Thessalonians 2:13. REASON. THEIR SALVATION. 
2 Thessalonians 2:14-15. THE OBTAINING OF GLORY. 
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17; 2 Thessalonians 3:1. PRAYER FOR PAUL. 
2 Thessalonians 3:1-4. THAT THE WORD MAY BE GLORIFIED. 
2 Thessalonians 3:5. AND THEIR HEARTS MAY BE DIRECTED INTO GOD""S LOVE. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-15. ADMONITION. 
2 Thessalonians 3:16-18. CONCLUSION. PEACE AND GRACE. 


> INTRODUCTORY NOTES. 

1. The Second Epistle to the Church of the Thessalonians was, like the First, written from Corinth, and at no long interval after the earlier letter, both Silas and Timothy being still with the apostle. Apparently it was called forth, and sent, in order to repair for its recipients, and for us too, the mischief caused by false teachers. And the new revelation made here by the Holy Spirit through Paul concerning "the things to come", as promised in John 16:13, gives important details connected with the coming of our Lord and "the day of the Lord". Paul reminded the Thessalonians (2 Thessalonians 2:5) that he had told them these things, yet some part at least had taken up the belief that that day had already "set in" (2 Thessalonians 2:2 and Note). Hence the apostle""s warning that that day would not come unless the falling away came first, a warning much needed in these days when it is widely taught that the day of the Lord will not come until the world is converted to Christ! 

2. The important prophecy regarding the "man of sin" ("lawlessness") has been the subject of many divergent interpretations. With regard to its main features, no interpretation is needed, for we have here a careful statement in plain terms of events that were then in the future, and which, not having yet taken place, are future still. The prophecy is given in such language that the simplest reader may understand. There is yet to appear an individual who will be the very incarnation of all evil, of whom past opposers of God and of His Christ were but faint types. Him will the Lord "destroy with the brightness of His coming". It may be added that all the "early fathers"believed that this great opposer would be an individual. 


2 Thessalonians 1:6-10. THE OBTAINING OF REST AND GLORY. 
2 Thessalonians 1:6. Tribulation to the troublers. 
2 Thessalonians 1:7 -. Rest to the troubled. 
-, 2 Thessalonians 1:7. When the Lord shall be revealed. 
2 Thessalonians 1:8-9. Vengeance to the enemies. 
2 Thessalonians 1:10 -. When He shall come. 
-, 2 Thessalonians 1:10. To be glorified in the saints. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. ADMONITION. 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 -. Exhortation:negative. 
-, 2 Thessalonians 2:3 -. The Apostasy:open. 
-, 2 Thessalonians 2:3. The man of sin. 
2 Thessalonians 2:4. The character of his acts. 
2 Thessalonians 2:5-6. Exhortation:positive. 
2 Thessalonians 2:7. The mystery:secret. 
2 Thessalonians 2:8. The lawless one. 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. The character of his acts. 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-15. ADMONITION. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6. Charge to the orderly. 
2 Thessalonians 3:7-9. The example of Paul and the brethren. 
2 Thessalonians 3:10. Charge to the non-worker. 
2 Thessalonians 3:11. Instance of such. 
2 Thessalonians 3:12-13. Charge to the disorderly. 
2 Thessalonians 3:14-15. The disobedient to be admonished.
01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Paul, &c. The opening words of this Epistle are the same as those of the First Epistle as far as "peace" (2 Thessalonians 1:2). 

unto = to. 

church. App-186. 

God. App-98. 

Father. App-98. 

Lord. App-98. 

Jesus Christ. App-98. 

Verse 2
Grace. App-184. 

from. App-104. 

Verse 3
thank. See 1 Thessalonians 1:2. 

always. App-151. 

faith. App-150. 

groweth exceedingly. Greek. huperauxano. Only here. 

charity = love. App-135. No reference to hope as in 1 Thessalonians 1:3. 

every = each. 

toward. App-104. 

each other = one another. 

aboundeth. Same as increase, 1 Thessalonians 3:12. 

Verse 4
glory. Greek. kauchaomai. See Romans 2:17. The texts read enkauchaomai. Nowhere else in N.T. 

for. App-104. 

tribulations. Greek. thlipsis. See Acts 7:10. 

Verse 5
manifest token. Greek. endeigma. Only here. 

righteous. App-191. 

judgment. App-177. Compare Philippians 1:1, Philippians 1:28. 

that ye may be = to (Greek. eis) your being. 

counted worthy. See Acts 5:41. 

kingdom. App-112.114. 

also suffer = suffer also. 

Verse 6
Seeing = If so be. Greek. eiper. 

with. App-104. 

trouble. Greek. thlibo, afflict. The noun in 2 Thessalonians 1:7. 

Verse 7
rest. Greek. anesis. See Acts 24:23. 

with. App-104. 

when, &c. = in (Greek. en) the revelation (App-106.) of. 

Lord. App-98. 

Jesus. App-98. 

heaven. Singular. See Matthew 6:9, Matthew 6:10. 

His, &c. = the angels of His power (App-172.) 

Verse 8
flaming fire = fire of flame (Greek. phlox. Here; Luke 16:24. Acts 7:30. Hebrews 1:7. Revelation 1:14; Revelation 2:18; Revelation 19:12). 

taking . . . on = giving . . . to. 

vengeance. Greek. ekdikesis. See Luke 18:8. 

know. App-132. 

gospel. App-140. 

Christ. The texts omit. 

Verse 9
be punished with = pay (Greek. tino. Only here) the penalty (App-177.), (even). 

everlasting. App-151. 

destruction. Greek. olethros. See 1 Corinthians 5:5. 

glory. See p. 1511. 

power. App-172. 

Verse 10
shall = shall have. 

glorified. Greek. endoxazomia. Only here and 2 Thessalonians 1:12. 

saints. See Acts 9:13. 

believe, believed. App-150. 

among. App-104. 

Verse 11
Wherefore = With a view to (Greek. eis) which. 

also we pray = we pray (App-134.) also. 

that = in order that. Greek. hina. 

count . . . worthy. Greek. axioo. See Acts 15:38. 

fulfil. App-125. 

good pleasure. Greek. eudokia. See Romans 10:1. 

goodness. Greek. agathosune. See Romans 15:14. 

power. App-172. 1, as 2 Thessalonians 1:7. 

Verse 12
according to. App-104. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
beseech. App-134. 

by = on behalf of. App-104. 

coming. See 1 Thessalonians 2:19. 

Lord. App-98. 

Jesus Christ. App-98. 

gathering together. Greek. episunagoge. Only here and Hebrews 10:25. Compare the verb in Matthew 23:37; Matthew 24:31. 

Verse 2
That = To the end that. App-104. 

soon = quickly. 

in = from. App-104. 

or = nor. Greek. mete. Same as neither and nor, below. 

be troubled. Greek. throeomai. Elsewhere, Matthew 24:6. Mark 13:7. 

by. App-104. 2 Thessalonians 2:1. 

spirit = spirit-communication. App-101. 

word. App-121. 

from. App-104. 2 Thessalonians 2:1. 

Christ = the Lord, as the texts. The day of Christ is the day of 2 Thessalonians 2:1. Compare Philippians 1:1, Philippians 1:10; Philippians 2:16. The day of the Lord is the day of O.T. prophecy. See Isaiah 2:12. 

at hand = present. Greek. enistemi. See Romans 8:38. 

Verse 3
no man = not (App-105) any one (App-123) 

deceive. Greek. exaptao. See Romans 7:11. 

by any means. Literally according to (App-104) no (Greek. medeis) way. A double negative for emphasis. 

for = because. 

except = if (App-118) . . . not (App-105). 

a = the. 

falling away = apostasy. Greek. apostasia. Only here and Acts 21:21. 

that = the. 

man. App-123. 

sin. App-128. Some texts read III. 4, as 2 Thessalonians 2:7. 

be revealed. App-106. 

son. App-108. 

perdition. See John 17:12. Revelation 17:8, Revelation 17:11. 

Verse 4
opposeth. Greek. antikeimai. Genitive translation be an adversary to. 

exalteth himself. Greek. huperairomai. See 2 Corinthians 12:7. 

God. App-98. 

worshipped = an object of worship. Greek. sebasma. See Acts 17:23. 

as God. The texts omit. 

Temple. Greek. naos. See Matthew 23:16. 

shewing. Greek. apodeiknumi. See Acts 2:22. 

Verse 6
know. App-132. 

withholdeth = holds fast. Greek. katecho. See the other occurances of this word, 2 Thessalonians 2:7; Matthew 21:38. Luke 4:42; Luke 8:15; Luke 14:9. John 5:4. Acts 27:40. Romans 1:18; Romans 7:6. 1 Corinthians 7:30; 1 Corinthians 11:2; 1 Corinthians 15:2. 2 Corinthians 6:10. 1 Thessalonians 5:21. Philemon 1:13. Hebrews 3:6, Hebrews 3:14; Hebrews 10:23. 

his time = his own season. That which holds him fast is neuter. It is a place, the pit of the abyss (Revelation 9:1; Revelation 11:7; Revelation 13:1). 

Verse 7
mystery. App-193. 

iniquity = lawlessness. App-128. 

work = work actively, as 1 Thessalonians 2:13. 

letteth = holds fast. Greek. katecho, as 2 Thessalonians 2:6. Supply the Ellipsis by "there is one who holds fast", instead of by repeating the verb "will let". But katecho is a transitive verb, and an object must be supplied too. See all the occurances: 2 Thessalonians 2:6. If the subject be Satan, the object must be his position in the heavenlies (Ephesians 6:12), from which he will be ejected by Michael (Revelation 12:7-9). 

out of the way = out of (Greek. ek) the midst. Compare the same expression in Acts 17:33; Acts 23:10. 1 Corinthians 5:2. 2 Corinthians 6:17. Colossians 2:14. 

Verse 8
that wicked = the lawless one. App-128. 

consume. Greek. analisko. See Galatians 1:5, Galatians 1:15. 

spirit = breath. App-101. Compare Isaiah 11:4; Isaiah 30:27, Isaiah 30:30, Isaiah 30:33. 

destroy = bring to nought. Greek. katargeo. See Romans 3:3. 

brightness. App-106. 

Verse 9
after. App-104. 

working. Greek. energeia. See 2 Thessalonians 2:7. App-172. 

power . . . signs . . . wonders. App-176. 2 Thessalonians 1:3, 2 Thessalonians 1:2. 

lying. Literally of a lie. Greek. pseudos. See John 8:44. Romans 1:25. 

Verse 10
all = every. 

deceivableness = (form of) deceit. 

unrighteousness. App-128. 

in. The texts omit. Dative case. 

them that perish = the perishing. See same phrase, 1 Corinthians 1:18. 2 Corinthians 2:15; 2 Corinthians 4:3. 

because. Greek. anth" on, indicating exchange. Compare Romans 1:25 (Revised Version) 

love. App-135. 

Verse 11
for this cause = because of (App-104. 2 Thessalonians 2:2) this. 

send. App-174. 

strong delusion = a working (2 Thessalonians 2:9) of error (Greek. plane, as Romans 1:27). 

believe. App-150. 

Verse 12
That = In order that. Greek. hina. 

damned = condemned, or judged. App-122. 

had pleasure = were well pleased. See Matthew 3:17. 

Verse 13
bound, &c. Compare 2 Thessalonians 1:3. 

alway. App-151. 

beloved. App-135. 

Lord. App-98. 

hath. Omit. 

from the beginning. Greek. ap" arches. See John 8:44. 

chosen = chose. Greek. haireomai. See Philippians 1:1, Philippians 1:22. 

sanctification. Greek. hagiasmos. See Romans 6:19. 

Spirit. The Sanctifier. App-101. Compare 1 Peter 1:2. 

belief. Greek. pistis. App-150. 

Verse 14
Whereunto = Unto (Greek. eis) which. 

gospel. App-140. 

obtaining. Greek. peripoiesis. See Ephesians 1:14. 

glory. See p. 1511. 

Verse 15
stand fast. See 1 Thessalonians 3:8. 

hold = lay hold on, hold fast. 

traditions. Greek. paradosis, as in 2 Thessalonians 3:6. 

our. Should come after "by". 

Verse 16
even. Omit. 

Father. App-98. 

hath. Omit. 

hath given = gave. 

everlasting. App-151. 

consolation. Greek. paraklesis. See Luke 6:24. Acts 4:36. 

grace. App-184. 

Verse 17
Comfort. App-134. 

stablish. Greek. sterizo. See Romans 1:11. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
pray. App-134. Paul is the only N.T. writer who asks the prayers of those to whom he writes. See Romans 15:30. 2 Corinthians 1:11. Ephesians 6:19. Philippians 1:1, Philippians 1:19. Colossians 4:3. Philemon 1:22. Hebrews 13:18. 

that = in order that. Greek. hina. 

word. App-121. 

Lord. App-98. 

have, &c. = run and be glorified. By Figure of speech Hendiadys (App-6) = triumph gloriously. 

with. App-104. Compare Acts 13:48. 

you. Add "also". 

Verse 2
delivered. Greek. rhuomai, as in Romans 15:31. 

unreasonable. Greek. atopos. See Acts 28:6. 

wicked. App-128. 

men. App-123. 

faith. App-150. 

Verse 3
faithful. App-150. Compare 1 Corinthians 1:9. 

stablish. See 2 Thessalonians 2:17. 

keep = guard. 

evil = the wicked one. App-128. Compare 1 John 5:18. 

Verse 4
have confidence. App-150. 

Lord. App-98. 

touching. App-104. 

things. i.e. in verses: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-14. Compare 1 Thessalonians 4:11. 

command = charge. Greek. parangello. See Acts 1:4. 

Verse 5
direct. Greek. kateuthuno. See 1 Thessalonians 3:11. 

love. App-135. 

God. App-98. 

patient waiting = patience, as 2 Thessalonians 1:4. 

for Christ = of Christ (App-98. IX). 

Verse 6
Jesus Christ. App-98. 

withdraw yourselves. Gr stellomai. See 2 Corinthians 8:20. 

disorderly. Greek. ataktos. Only here and 2 Thessalonians 3:11. 

after. App-104. 

tradition. See 2 Thessalonians 2:15. 

Verse 7
know. App-132. 

follow = imitate. Greek. mimeomai. Occurs also 2 Thessalonians 3:9. Hebrews 13:7, Hebrews 13:3. Joh 11:. Compare 1 Corinthians 4:16. 

behaved . . . disorderly. Greek. atakteo. Compare verses: 2 Thessalonians 3:3, 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 2 Thessalonians 3:11. 1 Thessalonians 5:14. 

among. App-104. 

Verse 8
Neither. Greek. oude. 

any man"s bread = bread from (Greek. para, App-104.) any one (App-123.) 

for nought. Greek. dorean. See John 15:25. 

wrought = working. 

with. App-104. 

travail. Greek. mochthos. See 2 Corinthians 11:27. 

that we, &c. = with a view to (App-104.) our not being. 

chargeable to. Greek. epibareo. See 2 Corinthians 2:5. 1 Thessalonians 2:9. 

any. App-123. 

Verse 9
power. App-172. 

to = in order that (as 2 Thessalonians 3:1) we may. 

ensample. Greek. tupos. Compare Philippians 1:3, Philippians 1:17. 1 Thessalonians 1:7. 1 Timothy 4:12. 

unto = to. 

to. Greek. eis. App-104. 

Verse 10
if. App-118. 

would = is . . . willing. App-102. 

neither. Greek. mede. 

Verse 11
some. App-124. 

not at all = (in) nothing. Greek. medeis. 

are busybodies. Greek. periergazomai, to be busy about useless matters. 

Verse 12
exhort. App-134. 

by. App-104. 2 Thessalonians 3:1, but the texts read en. 

with. App-104. 

quietness. Greek. hesuchia. See Acts 22:2. 

Verse 13
be . . . weary = faint. Greek. ekkakeo. See 2 Corinthians 4:1. 

in well doing. Greek. kalopoieo. Only here. Compare Galatians 1:6, Galatians 1:9. 

Verse 14
by. App-104. 2 Thessalonians 3:1. 

note. Greek. semeioomai. Only here. 

that man = this one. 

have . . . company. Greek. sunanamignumi. See 1 Corinthians 5:9, 1 Corinthians 5:11. 

no = not, 2 Thessalonians 3:6. 

be ashamed. Greek. entrepomai. See 1 Corinthians 4:14. 

Verse 15
count = reckon. Greek. hegeomai. See Philippians 1:2, Philippians 1:6. 

Verse 16
of peace. Note the eight statements as to God in Note on Acts 7:2, and compare 1 Corinthians 1:3. 

always = through (App-104) everything. 

by all means = in (Greek. en) every way. 

Verse 17
salutation, &c Compare 1 Corinthians 16:21. Colossians 4:18. Read, "by the hand of me Paul". 

token = sign. Greek. semeion. App-176. 

Verse 18
grace. App-184. 

Amen. Omit. 

