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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-16
Visions of God's Purposes in Christ 
Colossians 1:1-16 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
As an introduction to our study in the Pauline Epistle to the Colossians, we thought it would be worth the while to observe Paul's salutations in the various Epistles which he wrote in the Spirit. 

1. The salutation to the Romans: "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an Apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God." In this salutation we press the statement, "Separated unto the Gospel of God." The Gospel of God was concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord. It was a Gospel concerning Christ crucified, Christ risen, and Christ coming again. No matter when one might have dropped in to listen to Paul preach, he would have found him clustering his message around this threefold Gospel. 

2. The salutation to the Corinthians: "Paul, called to be an Apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God." Paul in each Epistle emphasizes his Apostleship. In this Epistle he particularly emphasizes that he was an Apostle through the will of God. Every one of us who claim to preach should know who it is who called us into service. If we are going where we are not sent we are not an Apostle, a sent one. If we are going where men have sent us we cannot call ourselves sent of God. 

3. The salutation to the Galatians: "Paul, an Apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father * *). To the Galatians Paul stresses not only that he was sent of God but that he was not sent of man. To the Galatians Paul said that when it pleased God who called him by His grace, to reveal His Son in him, that he might preach Him among the Gentiles; he did not confer with flesh and blood. We who preach today should find out whether we are under the commandments of men or of God. 

4. The salutation to the Ephesians : "Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus." A great many today have an idea that they are sent only to preach to sinners and to "get people converted." To the Corinthians Paul said: "An Apostle * * unto the Church of God." To the Galatians He said: "Unto the Churches of Galatia." To the Ephesians, "To the saints which are at Ephesus." 

Surely there is, of necessity a particular message which needs to be declared to members of the Body of Christ. 

5. The salutation to the Philippians: "Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi." We find something similar in the other salutations. However, we would like to call the young people's attention to the fact that Paul was not merely an Apostle, that is, a sent one, but that he was a servant. The word servant signifies a bondslave under abject orders. Those sent of God must obey the Lord and do what He says. 

6. Other salutations. In the salutation of Paul to the Thessalonians we observe that his opening words, after the statement of his personal address, are: "We give thanks to God always for you." 

In the Second Epistle he says: "Grace unto you, and peace." To the Romans he said: "Beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace." To the Corinthians he said, "Grace be unto you, and peace." To the Galatians he said: "Grace be to you and peace." To the Ephesians he said the same thing, while to Timothy he said, "Grace, mercy, and peace." This he also said to Titus. To Philemon he said, "Grace to you, and peace." 

This salutation is not formal, but it is expressive of Paul's real desire toward those whom he addressed. Mark the works in their order. It is not peace, and then grace; but it is grace first, followed by peace. There is no peace of God until a manifestation of the grace of God has brought us into the place of Divine reconciliation. 

As we observe these salutations, let us endeavor in our letter writing to follow this wonderful example. 

I. THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (Colossians 1:1-3 ) 
We do not want to appear overexacting to you, and yet we believe it will profit us to observe the naming of our Lord in these opening verses of Colossians. 

1. In Colossians 1:1 we read: "Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ," 

2. In Colossians 1:2 we read: "From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." 

3. In Colossians 1:3 we read: "God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

4. In Colossians 1:4 we read; "Your faith in Christ Jesus." 

Thus we might go on throughout the Epistle. What is the deeper meaning of these namings of Christ? We find nothing in this Epistle nor in any of the others wherein the Name which we so commonly use is found. We mean that our Lord is not spoken of as "Jesus." We grant that you may use the word "Jesus" in all sincerity and good intent. However, His Name is not so used in the Epistles, nor after His resurrection." 

The Gospels speak continually of "Jesus" as He moved among the people teaching and working miracles, because He was there as the One who came to earth to save His people from their sins. The moment, however, that His Calvary work was completed, He entered into a new phase of service for us. He rose from the dead and ascended up on High as Jesus Christ, Jesus the Anointed. He took His seat at the right hand of the Father as both Lord and Christ. 

When, therefore, we speak of our Lord as "Jesus" we are in danger of confining our conception of Him only as the One who died; forgetting that He is risen, and seated, and clothed with all authority and power as the Head of the Church. 

Let us suggest a few of the titles in the four chapters of Colossians in addition to those already named in the opening verses: 

In Colossians 1:7 we read of "a faithful minister of Christ." 
In Colossians 1:27 we read, "Christ in you, the hope of Glory." 

In Colossians 1:28 we read of being presented "every man perfect in Christ Jesus." 
In Colossians 2:6 is this expression: "Christ Jesus the Lord." 
In Colossians 2:8 is the expression "Christ." 
Three other times in the chapter our Lord is called Christ. 
In Colossians 3:3 , our life is hid with "Christ in God." 
In Colossians 3:4 it is "When Christ, who is our life, shall appear." 

In Colossians 3:11 it is, "but Christ is all, and in all." 

II. THE NAMING OF BELIEVERS (Colossians 1:2 ) 
1. Believers are called saints. The word saints has a twofold meaning. First, it suggests they are holy. God does not mean, however, that saints are inherently holy. They are holy in this: their sins are placed upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and they themselves have obtained the righteousness which is by faith. 

The word saints also suggests "separation." Children of God are not only called of God unto separation from the world, but they are called of God in separation unto God. 

We are both to "come out," and we are also to "enter in"; there are many things to give up, there are also many things to receive, or to get. If, therefore, we are saints, let us live saintly, bringing our daily life and walk up to our standing in Christ. 

2. Believers are called faithful brethren in Christ. Let us consider the word "brethren" first. This word suggests two things: 

(1) It suggests our relationship to Christ. We are His brethren for the simple reason that we are sons of God, and He is the Son of God. 

Jesus Christ after His resurrection said to Mary, "Go tell My brethren." There is another verse of Scripture which reads: "For which cause He is not ashamed to call [us] brethren." 

(2) It suggests our relationship to one another. We have a relationship to each other because we are joined together in our relationship to Him. It is written, "How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity"! 

It may seem old-fangled, but we still delight in calling our brethren, brother this, or sister that. If we are members of one great Family, we are members one of another. Let us rejoice in this relationship. Since we are brethren, let us by all means be faithful brethren. 

III. THE THREEFOLD HERITAGE OF BELIEVERS (Colossians 1:4-5 ) 
1. The first heritage of the believer is faith. Our key verse says, "Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus." They could not have been brethren if they did not have faith. They were saved by faith, and having been saved, they lived by faith; they walked by faith; they wrought in faith. 

We must remember that faith is a very active thing. It is far more than intellectual assent. It is a living, vital, active gift of God. Just read the 11th chapter of Hebrews, or the 2d chapter of James, and you will see some of the accomplishments of faith in the Christian's life. Read concerning faith in its relationship to prayer, and how it gets tilings from God; and you will see that faith is far from a dead, inactive thing. 

2. The second heritage of the believer is love. Love is the second of a trinity of graces. Every young person will grant us that love is anything but inactive. Love never counts the cost, nor does it weigh the sacrifice. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. If a man would give all his possessions, he would find that true love is not for sale. 

The love in Colossians 1:4 , is spoken of in Colossians 1:8 as, "Your love in the Spirit." Love is the fruit of the Spirit. It is shed abroad in our hearts by the Spirit. 

3. The third heritage of the believer is hope. Hope is the third of the three graces. Our verse says: "For the hope which is laid up for you in Heaven." Hope is that principle within us which takes hold of the things to come. What a man hath, why does he yet hope for? 

IV. THE TWOFOLD SCOPE OF THE GOSPEL (Colossians 1:5-6 ) 
1. "The Gospel; which is come unto you." We can remember the day that the Gospel came unto us, and so can you remember when it came to you. You had heard the Gospel many times, no doubt, but it never reached home in the true sense, of the word, until it brought forth eternal life. 

The Gospel means "good news." It is like water to the thirsty ground. It is a good word from a far country. It is a note concerning salvation. It is salvation which centers in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

2. The Gospel which has come unto the whole world. The second statement of our verse is, "as it is in all the world." Thank God, the good news from Heaven which came to us, came also to others. We must never consider ourselves the sole and only recipients of grace, nor the sole and only inheritors of Glory. The scope of the Gospel reaches to the last man on earth. It is just here that we catch our own responsibility to others. 

"Have you had a kindness shown? 

Pass it on: 

'Twas not given to thee alone, 

Pass it on: 

Let it go along the years, 

Let it wipe another's tears, 

'Til in Heaven the deed appears 

Pass it on." 

What greater joy can be ours than to be heralders of the Gospel? 

3. The Gospel which came to us and to the world, bringeth forth fruit. When the Holy Spirit, through Paul, wrote to Titus, He gave commandment concerning the kind of deacons and elders, concerning the kind of old men, old women, young men, and young women, and also the kind of servants that should characterize the Church of God. 

The Spirit of God wrote, "The grace of God that bringeth salvation [teaches] us that * * we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." 

V. PAUL'S PRAYER FOR THE COLOSSIANS (Colossians 1:9-11 ) 
1. He prayed that the Colossians might walk worthy of the Lord. This was a great longing of his soul. He knew that after life, comes walking, and living. He wanted the children of the light to walk in the light. To all of us, the prayer of Paul may seem startling. How can the creature glorify the Creator? How can one in the flesh give honor to Christ in the Heavens? How can a sinner, saved by grace, walk worthy of the One who saved him? 

The Apostle, however, went further and prayed that the Colossians might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. We must suggest that Paul had no thought at all of the equality of saints with the Saviour. A little child may be far beneath the dignity and the power of his parent and yet he may walk worthy of that parent unto all pleasing. This should be the greatest desire of our heart. 

2. He prayed that they might be fruitful in every good work. Here is something more than living. Here is service, doing things for God. Surely this too is a crowning desire of us all, that we might be fruitful in every good work. 

3. He prayed that the Colossians might increase in the knowledge of God. Surely none of us know it all. therefore all of us can grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, through the study of His Word, and through our fellowshiping with Him. 

4. He prayed that the Colossians might be strengthened with all might according to His glorious power. Their might, therefore, was not a might of their own. It was His might. The purpose of being clothed with His might was not merely that we might be fruitful in every good work, but that we might be clothed with all patience and long-suffering, with joyfulness. 

5. He prayed for the Colossians relative to their giving thanks, because they had been made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. Here is an inheritance which belongs to us all, and which is ours by grace. God grant that the prayer of Paul for the Colossians may be realized in us. 

VI. THE HOLY SPIRIT GLORIFIES CHRIST (Colossians 1:13 ) 
1. The Spirit glorifies Christ in His deliverance of sinners from the power of darkness. How wonderful it all is we were dead in trespasses and in sins, walking according to the prince of the power of the air; we were the children of darkness, even as others; but God sent His own Son and delivered us. 

We remember how Christ stood in Nazareth, and said, "He hath sent Me to * * preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised." 

What a wonderful Saviour is this! He takes our feet out of the miry clay and places them upon the rock. He turns our darkness into light; our rain into sunshine; our gloom into glory. There is a vast difference between what we were in the days of our sin, and what we are in the days of our regeneration. It seems to us that the distance is as great as Heaven is from hell. 

2. The Spirit glorifies Christ in His translating us into the Kingdom of His dear Son. This is not the Millennium Kingdom, although when we are saved, we are heirs of that Kingdom, if so be we suffer, that we may be glorified together. 

This Kingdom is the Kingdom of God, and of the Son. It is the Kingdom into which we are lifted when we are born again. It is a Kingdom of light, and of life, and of love. It is the very antithesis of darkness. It is the Kingdom of a new power, even the power of conquest and victory over every power of darkness. 

3. The Spirit glorifies Christ as the One in whom we have redemption, even the forgiveness of sin. The Spirit even carries us to the Cross of Christ, and tells us that our wonderful redemption is through the Blood. Just here we might pause and sing, "In the Cross of Christ I Glory." 

VII. CHRIST AND HIS GLORY CONTINUED (Colossians 1:15-19 ) 
1. The Spirit speaks of Christ as the image of the invisible God. In the Book of Hebrews we read: "His Son * * who being the brightness of His glory, and the express Image of His Person." 

In the Gospel of John, we read: "No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." 

The word "declared" means that Christ told out the Father; that He interpreted Him. It was for this cause that Jesus said, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father," 

2. The Spirit speaks of Christ as the First-born of every creature. When the Holy Spirit uses the expression "Firstborn" in the Book of Hebrews, He says, "The First-begotten." Our minds go back into the eternity before the world was, and we think of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Eternal Son of God, destined in the purposes of God to be the image of the Father in His incarnation. 

When God created Adam and Eve, He created them in the image of God, that is, in the image that Jesus Christ was destined to bear when He became flesh. It is for this reason that we have borne, in our earthy body, the. image of the earthy, and that we are destined, in our resurrection body, to bear the image of the Heavenly. 

Our earthy body was fashioned after the predestined earthy body of our Lord; our resurrection body will be fashioned after the present glorified body of our Lord. 

There is another thought here. Jesus Christ is the Firstborn of every creature, in that He was the First-begotten from the dead, and, therefore, the first to bear the resurrection body. 

3. The Spirit speaks of Christ as the Creator of all things, visible and invisible. He says concerning Christ, "For by Him were all things created, that are in Heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
What a wonderful Christ is He. 

Some few years since a minister was preaching at Plymouth, when a request was sent to the pulpit, to this effect: "The thanksgiving of this congregation is desired to Almighty God, by the captain, passengers, and crew of the 'West India-man,' for their merciful deliverance from shipwreck during the late awful tempest." 

The following day the minister went on board, and entered into conversation with the passengers, when a lady thus addressed him: "O sir, what an invaluable blessing must personal religion be! Never did I see it more, exemplified than in my poor Negress, 'Ellen, during the storm. When we expected every wave to entomb us all, my mind was in a horrible state I was afraid to die Ellen would come to me and say, with all possible composure, 'Never mind, Missee: look to Jesus Christ. He made He rule de sea.' And when, sir, we neared the shore, and were at a loss to know where we were, fearing every minute to strike on the rocks poor Ellen said, with the same composure as before 'Don't be fear, Missee: look to Jesus Christ He de Rock: no shipwreck on dat Rock, He save to de uttermost. Don't be fear, Missee: look to Jesus Christ!'" 

The colored woman was right. There is no "wreck on that Rock." Those who look to Jesus in life's storm never come to shipwreck. Those who make shipwreck of their faith are those who take their eyes off Him. "He rule the seas" is right. He is the Sovereign of the sea. The Wonderful Word. 

Verses 16-29
The Great Creator 
Colossians 1:16-29 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We are entering upon a most wonderful portion of Scripture. It has several very vital things to say, both about Christ, and about us, the servants of Christ. It magnifies redemption through the Blood of Christ, and places emphasis upon Christian living, and its final glorious consummation. 

1. By Him were all things created. If we were to ask the question, "Who created the heavens and all things?" some would doubtless say that God created them. That would be correct, for the Bible says, "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." However, the word God (Elohim) is in the plural, and refers to the Triune God. 

It is correct to say that God the Father created all things; it is also correct to say that God, the Spirit, created all things. Have you not read "Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are created"? 

It is also true that God the Son created all things. In the Book of Hebrews it is written, "Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of Thine hands." When we think, therefore, of Jesus Christ, we must think of Him as the Creator. Have we not read that man was created in the image of God? It is for this reason, that the Bible says we have borne the image of the earthy. 

2. By Him were all things created, that are in Heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible. Here we have the marvelous scope of creation. It includes not only those things which we see with the naked eye, such as the sun, and the moon, and the stars, but it also includes innumerable heavenly bodies which lie far beyond the naked eye, yea, far beyond the strongest telescope. 

Under the things created by Jesus Christ, unseen by man, are dominions, principalities and powers. These have to do with things heavenly. They include angels, and their ministrations; they include Satan, and his whole regime. Back of them all is Jesus Christ, and all things were created by Him, 

3. All things were created for Him. Not only were all things created by Him, but they belong to Him. The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof. So also are the sun, the moon and the stars His, and all their fullness. 

4. He is before all things. This statement (Colossians 1:17 ) only emphasizes and enforces the statements of Colossians 1:16 . He is, of necessity, before the things which He created. To the Jews, Christ said, "Before Abraham was, I AM." In the Old Testament we read, "Yea, before the day was I AM." Thus it is that we might say, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 

5. By Him all things consist. The word "consist" means "held together." We are accustomed to calling it "gravity." It is, supposedly, gravity that keeps all of the countless myriads of worlds in their place. However, what is gravity? We plainly state, Christ is gravity. He once said, "I am the Resurrection, and the Life." We say that He is gravity, because God says in effect, "In Him all things are held together." 

I. CHRIST, THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH (Colossians 1:18 ) 
1. The Church is an organism. Some people think of the Church as an organization, that it is man-made and isolated from any contact with God. The Bible conception is entirely different. The Bible describes Christ as the Head of the Church, and each of us as members of the Body. 

We cannot operate apart from Him, nor can He operate apart from us. We are, therefore, as stated in First Corinthians, "Labourers together with God." In Ephesians there are these words, "That we * * may grow up into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ: from whom the whole Body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth." 

2. Christ is the Head of this organism. The head stands for headship. Headship stands for authority, and power, and for control. Every one of us, as members of the Body, are under the authority and guidance of the Head. We are to act and move as the Head directs. 

We would that the church of today would recognize the supreme Headship of Christ. Headship in our day has been too often taken away from Christ, and vested in an individual, or in a group of individuals. 

3. The Head of the Church is He who is the First-born from the dead. How wonderful is the One who holds authority over us! We can almost see John, on the isle of Patmos, as he hears the voice of the Lord Jesus, saying: "I am the First and the Last! I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death." 

With such a living and victorious Head, the Church has nothing to fear. Christ, the Head of the Church, is the Conqueror of death and of hell. We, too, shall live, because He also lives. 

II. THE PREEMINENT CHRIST (Colossians 1:18 , l.c.) 
1. Christ is preeminent in Heaven. He is one with the Father in this preeminence. How marvelous are the magnificent scenes of Revelation 4:1-11 and Revelation 5:1-14 . There we behold the throne and He who sits upon it. There we see the Lion of the tribe of Judah, standing before the throne, as the Lamb who had been slain. Around and about the throne, were the four living ones, and the four and twenty elders. 

Beyond them, were an innumerable number of angels, ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; and they were saying: "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created." 

In all of this, we see the preeminent Christ in the glory and preeminence which He had with the Father before the world was. 

In the fifth chapter of Revelation, the same group surrounds the throne. They ascribe an added glory to the Lamb, saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." 

2. Christ is preeminent on earth. Our verse says that in all He must have the preeminence. We grant you that for the time, the men of this world have revolted against Him. There are thousands, yea, millions, who blaspheme His Holy Name. We read, however, in the Book of Philippians, these words: "That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in Heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." All of this is written because "it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." Thank God that of His fullness have we all received, and grace for grace. 

III. THE CHRIST OF THE CROSS (Colossians 1:20-21 ) 
1. Christ made peace through the Blood of the Cross. Here is a wonderful statement, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God." When Jesus Christ died upon the Cross, He brought us back to God. 

In Ephesians, it is written: "At that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the Covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the Blood of Christ. For He is our peace." The result of the peace made at the Cross, we mention next. 

2. Christ reconciled us by the Blood of the Cross. Our sins had separated us from God. The Lord, however, on Calvary, suffering, the Just for the unjust, settled the sin question. We who were enemies, became friends. We who were alienated, were bought back and given access to God. Thank God for this blessed truth. We now may approach the Father upon the basis of the Blood of Christ. 

3. The time when all things will be reconciled. Colossians 1:20 says, "By Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in Heaven." What a wonderful perspective there is here. Jesus Christ will reign until He hath put all things under His feet. 

When every unrepentant and unbelieving foe of God shall have been cast out into everlasting darkness; when Satan and all his hordes shall have been delivered into chains of darkness, even to the lake of fire and of brimstone, then, without a vestige of sin or rebellion left, there will be perfect peace, perfect reconciliation, and perfect comradeship between God and man. 

All things in Heaven, and all things in earth, through the Blood of the Cross, will be reconciled. This is the perspective which lies before us; as we consider it, we rejoice. 

IV. THE PRESENTATION OF THE SAINTS (Colossians 1:20-23 ) 
1. A presentation which awaits the saints of God. Colossians 1:22 reads: "To present you * * in His sight." There is a time coming when we must all appear before Christ. This time is described in Thessalonians, where we read: "Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him." 

In the Gospel of John, Christ said, "If I go * * I will come again, and receive you unto Myself." 

Paul tells us of how the Lord shall descend from Heaven with a shout; of how the dead in Christ shall arise first, and of how we who are alive and remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

This will be a marvelous hour. It is the hour of our Rapture. It will be wonderful to us. It will be wonderful to Him. Wonderful to us as we behold His face, and enter into His glory. Wonderful to Him as He beholds the marvelous heritage of His Cross. 

2. A presentation, holy and unblameable and unreprovable in His sight. To be so presented we must continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the Gospel, which we have heard. This Scripture does, in no wise, offset the fact that in Christ, clothed with His imputed righteousness, we shall be saved from wrath and made inheritors of the saints in light. 

In Second Corinthians it is written, "We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, * * whether it be good or bad." 

V. REJOICING IN SUFFERINGS (Colossians 1:24-25 ) 
1. Saints are called to minister. Paul, in the last clause of Colossians 1:23 , says: "Whereof I Paul am made a minister." Colossians 1:25 opens with the same words: "Whereof I am made a minister." The Holy Spirit evidently wanted to emphasize the fact of Paul's Apostleship. A minister is one who serves. 

Paul was a minister who served in a very large way. He speaks of how, in his day, the hope of the Gospel had been heard by the Colossians, and had been preached to every creature which is under Heaven. 

2. Saints are called to suffer as they minister. So far as Paul was concerned, he rejoiced in his sufferings, desiring to fill up that which was behind of the afflictions of Christ. Paul did not mean that the Calvary work of Christ was not a finished work. He did mean exactly what Christ meant when He said, "If they have called the Master of the House Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of His Household?" 

The soldier of his country dare not expect to be forever free from fighting; nor need he expect to escape the deprivations, the dangers, or even the death that belongs to war. 

3. Saints should suffer for the body's sake. If we suffer for the Church, we suffer for Christ. It is still true, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" The Lord thus showed that He and His Church are one. Therefore, if we suffer for the body, we suffer for the Head of that body. 

VI. THE HIDDEN MYSTERY (Colossians 1:26-27 ) 
1. The Church itself was a mystery hidden from the ages past. The time came, in the mysteries of God, in His dealings among men, that it was necessary for Israel to be broken off, temporarily. God set her aside, as His agency to make Himself known to men. 

The eleventh chapter of Romans discusses this matter. It shows, however, that not only was Israel broken off, but that the Church was grafted in. 

The Old Testament Prophets prophesied Israel's downfall. They also prophesied Israel's final restoration. They did not see, however, that during this age, which has now spanned twenty centuries, God would be making Himself known by the Church, which was the Body of Christ. 

2. The glory of the mystery concerning the Church is Christ in us, the hope of glory. 
(1) Christ and the individual possess one life. This is true for the simple reason that Christ and the individual believer are indissolubly linked. An earthly parent may die, and his son may live. Or, the son may die, and the father live. Their lives are two lives. 

We, however, cannot die because Christ is our life. 

It is the analogy of the vine and the branch. No one can say, the branch begins here, and the vine ends there, because the two are woven and interwoven, linked and interlinked. As a result, the life of the branch is in the vine. 

(2) Christ and the Church, which is His Body, possess one life. The head cannot live apart from the body, nor the body, apart from the head. The one is subject to the other, and joined to the other. 

Ephesians tells us that we are "fitly joined." It is for this cause that Paul writes that the mystery of the Church, a mystery hid from the ages and generations of the past, is "Christ in you, the Hope of Glory." 

VII. THE PREACHER'S MESSAGE AND AIM (Colossians 1:28 ) 
1. The preacher's message. After we read in Colossians 1:27 , of "Christ in you, the Hope of Glory": we continue reading in Colossians 1:28 : "Whom we preach." In other words, Paul preached Christ, and he preached Him as the One who died for sinners, and as One who indwells saints. He preached Him as the Hope of Glory. 

Christ should always be the theme of the pulpit. On a certain church, there were words written on the corner stone, "We preach Christ." Some vines, however, had grown up, which covered the word "Christ," and caused the inscription to read, "We preach." 

Alas, alas, how often is this true in these days of apostasy! Let us cease to preach ourselves, our own reasonings, and let us begin to preach Christ. 

2. The preacher's warning. Here is the way it reads: "Warning every man." He who would be faithful to his flock, must warn them of the dangers which lurk in their pathway. He must warn them lest they succumb to the tempter, and miss those marvelous rewards which await the faithful. 

3. The preacher's teaching. Our verse speaks of "teaching every man in all wisdom." The preacher must do more than the evangelist; more than the exhorter. He must be a teacher. He must teach those things which concern the victorious life, the glories of his Lord, and everything which concerns the Gospel once delivered. 

4. The preacher's preaching, warning, teaching, should have one thing in view. He does all of these things, according to our Scripture, that he "may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus." God pity the pastor who can do no more than present newborn babes to his Lord. 

Babyhood, in Christ, should present but the beginning of our work. The passion of the pulpit should be the perfecting of saints. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
In this study the Cross holds a vital place. Our Creator is our Saviour; His Blood is our ransom. 

Shed for many for the remission of sins (Matthew 26:28 ). 

Dr. George L. Robinson in his book concerning the archaeological discoveries in the land of Edom about the City of Petra, tells of visiting a hot spring called the Bath of Pharaoh, near Tafila, south of the Dead Sea. 

The native men, he says, sacrificed a kid and a lamb, cutting the throats and allowing the blood to flow into the bubbling water. Then after much shouting and emotion, they leaped into the bloody mixture and plunged beneath the reddening flood. 

The idea of propitiatory sacrifice still lives in these lands of hallowed memories. Dr. Robinson said that as he watched the proceedings, there came to him the old lines of that great hymn, 

"There is a Fountain filled with Blood, 

Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that Flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains." 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-15
The Higher Christian Life 
Colossians 2:1-15 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
As we enter the second chapter of Colossians, we wish to especially note the first verse, under the theme: "The Preacher's Longings after His People." 

1. The preacher needs to possess the passion of Christ for others. That it is very vital to know and to preach Christ in His Person, we have no doubt. That it is very vital to experience the mighty power of Christ, as we proclaim our preaching, we have no doubt. We also have no doubt that we need to know the promptings that impelled the ministerings of Christ. 

Good theology is necessary; the anointing of power from on High is vital, but it is only when there is a consuming passion, expressed in a burden for souls, and in heart-yearnings for sinners, that our ministry can reach its fullest accomplishment. 

2. The passion of Paul for the lost. 
(1) Let us consider his passion and compassion for Israel as a whole. The Apostle Paul knew full well that the Children of Israel had delivered his Lord for crucifixion. He knew, also, how the leaders had withstood the Apostles since the Day of Pentecost. He also knew how the Jews had consorted together against himself. 

In spite of all of this, we see the inner depths of Paul's yearnings in this Scripture: "I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh." 

(2) Let us consider his passion and compassion for the Philippians. It was to this noble band of saints that Paul wrote: "My brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved." It was to the Philippian saints that Paul also wrote: "For God is my record, how greatly I long after you." 

(3) Let us consider his passion and compassion for the Colossians. To them he said: "I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you." The Colossians, and also the Laodiceans, were greatly beloved by this mighty evangelist. 

(4) Let us also consider his passion and compassion for the Thessalonians. "We were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: so being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us." 

We have gone far enough to discover something of the throbbings of the heart of Paul. At the same time, we have discovered one of the chief reasons for the mighty conquests of his ministry. 

Would that every one of us could move among the people to whom we minister, with that same spirit of love and affection, of sympathy and concern. It is when we love people, and with Scriptural faithfulness, we bear their burdens, making them our own, it is then, and only then, that we have reached the zenith of our service. 

I. THE EXPRESSION OF PAUL'S DESIRE TOWARD THE SAINTS IN COLOSSIANS (Colossians 2:2 ) 
1. Paul desired that the Colossians might be comforted in Christ. He realized something of the conflict which they faced, as believers, in the midst of a wicked and perverse generation. He knew something of the sufferings that befall the faithful; he knew that Satan would try them sorely, and without mercy; therefore he desired that their hearts might be comforted in Christ. 

It is Second Corinthians, chapter 1, that majors in the comforts which are ours in God, the Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ. Read especially 2 Corinthians 1:3 and 2 Corinthians 1:4 . 

2. Paul desired that the Colossians might be knit together in love. Unless we love one another, we cannot serve one another. Unless we love one another, we will never join together in serving others. 

If the readers will take time to consider, they will know that the service of love is the only acceptable service. It is the only service which even attempts to go beyond the Law's requirements. The service of love is a service which leaps beyond all bonds, counting not the cost. 

It is when we love one another that the outside public will know that we are disciples of Christ. 

3. Paul desired that the Colossians might possess all the riches of full assurance and of understanding. He wanted them to know whereof they spoke, and he wanted their assurance to be built upon their understanding. It was our Lord who said: "We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen." Thank God for such assurance. We want to live in the experience of the One who said, "I know whom I have believed." 

II. AN EXPRESSION OF GOD'S GREATNESS (Colossians 2:4 ) 
The last words of Colossians 2:2 speak of "acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

1. Our minds are carried back into the eternal plan. We think of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in their eternal purposes. 

To fully enter into the comprehension of these things is, indeed, impossible. To acknowledge the supremacy of them is proper. 

When Peter was preaching at Pentecost, he looked back into the distant vista when he said: "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God." We serve the Great and the Eternal God. "Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world." 

2. Our minds are weighing the wonderful wisdom of God in the finished plan of redemption. When we think of Calvary, and the power of the Blood of Christ, we cannot but cry, "In [God] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

When we stand by the empty tomb and see the linen clothes, and the napkin lying at the head of the tomb, we cannot but cry: "In [God] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

When from the Mount of Olives, we see Christ ascending back to the Father, from whence He came, and behold Him as He is given a seat at the right hand of God, as Saviour; we cannot but cry: "In [God] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

When we see the Holy Spirit descending at Pentecost and filling the saints with the power to serve, we cannot but cry: "In [God] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." Such a one is God, the Triune God, whom we love and serve. 

III. ROOTED AND BUILT UP IN HIM (Colossians 2:5-7 ) 
1. Paul acknowledged the steadfastness of their faith. The Colossians not only believed, but they kept on believing. They were not moved from their moorings by every wind of doctrine, and the cunning craftiness of men, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 

Following Pentecost, we read the words: "And they continued stedfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer." 

Paul himself wrote that, having obtained help from God, he continued unto this day. 

2. Paul urged them to bring their state up to their standing. He said, "As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." 

It is one thing to know the doctrine by which we are saved. It is another thing to exemplify that doctrine in our lives. It is one thing to receive the truth concerning Jesus Christ, the Lord; it is another thing to walk in that truth: perhaps I should say, to walk out that truth. 

If we are the children of light, we should certainly walk in the light, and no longer have fellowship with darkness. Christian people need to live their faith, and to express it in their daily ministrations. 

3. Paul called upon them to be "rooted and built up" in Christ. As the mighty oak sends its roots down into the ground, it simultaneously sends its branches up into the air. If we have a wonderful "grounding" in Christ, we should have just as wonderful a manifestation of Christ, 

4. Paul urged them to abound in thanksgiving. When we begin to realize that all we have is in Christ, and that all that we do is through Christ, we have no basis whatsoever for glorying in the flesh. Whereas, we have every reason for glorying in God. 

We who think but little of the Lord, and much of ourselves, will rejoice but little in the Lord, and be forever prating about ourselves. As, however, Christ becomes our all in all, He will become the theme of our thanksgiving. 

IV. PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DECEIT (Colossians 2:8 ) 
Here is a verse that not only stands forth in the Book of Colossians, but it stands forth in the whole Bible. Certainly, it is very vital in its message in the hour in which we now live. 

1. There is a distinction between a true and a false philosophy. Philosophy is the endeavor to discover and to explain the reason for things. We find around us certain fixed laws. We want, therefore, to go back of those laws, and get their cause. 

We find life, and we want to know from whence it sprang. We find the earth, and the heavenly bodies, and we want to know from whence they came. We find light, and we want to know the source of light. 

2. Wherein philosophy becomes vain deceit after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. There is one great danger in the quest of the philosopher as he presses his way back and still further back, trying to know and to ferret out by reason, the cause of things. 

We grant that there is a realm in which philosophy may move. It is the realm of those things which lie in the reach of human reason. There are, however, things that belong to the Spirit of God and these things can be known only by revelation. 
In the realm of revelation, we walk by faith and not by sight. We believe God. We believe that the One who was great enough to create, is good enough to reveal such things of His creation as He wants us to know. The Christian accepts what he cannot understand. Vain philosophy, built upon human reasonings, rejects everything Divinely revealed. 

V. THE DIVINE GODHEAD (Colossians 2:9-10 ) 
1. The Word of God ascribes to Christ all the fullness of the Godhead. By the Godhead we mean the Triune God the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. Jesus Christ is not only set forth as equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, but every investment of the Father and of the Spirit, belongs also to Him. 

If, therefore, we say, that God created the heavens and the earth, or that the Spirit was sent forth and created them, we may also say that all things were created by Christ. 

Our Lord, even when upon the earth, said "I and My Father are one." Thank God that in the Son, our Saviour and our Lord, there is vested all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 

2. The Word of God ascribes unto Christ the Headship of all principality and power. There is nothing on the earth, or under the earth, or in the heavens above, of which He is not Head and Lord. There is no power and no principality which is not in subjection under Him. 

We grant that we do not see Him yet, with all things under His feet. However, we do see Him exalted to the Father's right hand, and crowned with glory and honor. And He shall reign until Satan, and his principalities and powers, are all placed under His feet. When Christ is thus a Victor He will give the Kingdom to the Father, that God, the Triune God, may be all in all. 

3. The Word of God says "and ye are complete in Him." Another verse speaks of our being filled with all of the fullness of God. We are not God, and yet we are complete in Him. We are filled with His fullness. 

Do we not remember the words of the Master, "All power is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth. Go * *: and, lo, I am with you alway." Does Christ not mean that He is backing us with the fullness of His power? Is it not for this reason that Paul said, "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me"? 

VI. A DIVINE SYMBOLISM OF OUR UNION WITH CHRIST (Colossians 2:11-13 ) 
1. The circumcision made without hands. Circumcision in the Old Testament Scriptures proclaimed Israel as a special people unto the Lord their God. The circumcision without hands shows that in Christ, we have put off the body of the sins of the flesh. From henceforth, we are to walk in the Spirit, and not to fill up the deeds of the flesh. Sin, now, is no more to have dominion over us. 

2. Buried with Him in baptism. Baptism, in the Word of God, stands for the union of the believer with Christ in His death, in His burial and in His resurrection. 

When Christ died, I died; for this cause Paul wrote: "I am crucified with Christ." In Romans we read, "Our old man is crucified with Him." In His burial, I was buried. In His resurrection, I was raised. 

The Lord Jesus in His earth life said, "I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished." The baptism which He awaited was His Calvary death, wherein all the billows of God's wrath passed over Him. It is into that baptism that we died with Him; that we were buried with Him and were raised with Him. Our water baptism is a memorial which is symbolical of that deeper and literal baptism which we had with Him on the Cross. 

3. Quickened together with Him. Colossians 2:13 tells us of our new life in Christ. We were dead in sin. We are now alive in righteousness, and dead to sin. Thank God for this wonderful proclamation! He hath forgiven all our trespasses. 

VII. THE TRIUMPHS OF CALVARY (Colossians 2:14-15 ) 
1. The first triumph. Christ, on the Cross, blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to the Cross. The ordinances of God were against us, and contrary to us, for the simple reason that under them, we stood condemned. 

The Law was weak through our flesh. The Law was holy and just, and good, but, so far as we were concerned, it was a writing of condemnation, because it carried with it a curse against everyone who failed to reach its righteous demands. 

It was because the Law could not save us, inasmuch as we had broken the Law, that Christ stepped in under the Law, paid its righteous penalty of death, and bearing its curse, took it away and nailed it to the Cross. 

2. The second triumph. Upon the Cross, Christ not only met the sin question and settled it; but He met the principalities and powers of Satan's regime, and made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

The result is, that while Satan and his principalities and powers have not yet met their final overthrow, Jesus Christ is their potential Victory, and his victory, thank God, is ours. 

We, who are saved, are led in the train of His triumph. 

3. The conclusion of Christ's Calvary triumph. Colossians 2:16 , says, "Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come; but the Body is of Christ." 

Old Testament ceremonies pointing toward the Cross, are now done away. They were the shadows; the Body is Christ. We are not called upon to sit under the handwriting of the ordinances of those past days. God has called us unto liberty. 

We are saved by grace, through faith. We are justified, redeemed and forgiven through the Blood of the Lamb. All of this, however, gives us no liberty to sin, for grace teaches us that we should live righteously. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
What is the standard of the higher Christian life? 

A young man called on the superintendent of an observatory and said, "I would like a glass ruler, eighteen inches long, with a perfectly straight edge. What will it cost?" The superintendent did a little figuring and replied. "It will cost you ten thousand dollars." 

"Ten thousand dollars! I haven't that much money in the world." 

"What do you want it for?" asked the superintendent. 

"I want it to trim the edges of photographs," was the reply. 

"Oh, you don't want 'a perfectly straight edge,' then. An error as much as a sixty-fourth of an inch will not matter for that; and such a ruler will cost you a dollar and a half. But if you want us to make you 'a perfectly straight edge,' it will cost you ten thousand dollars, and even then I cannot swear to the perfection of the edge; only, so far as our tools can ascertain, it will be without flaw." 

A perfect thing is very expensive. Men do not make perfect things, in spite of all the expense they may put into them. Men cannot. * * God gave us a perfect standard, a perfect measure, in His Son Jesus Christ. How costly it was for God to do this, Calvary answers. (Sunday School Times). 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-15
The New Life in Christ Jesus 
Colossians 3:1-15 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Seven pairs of things: 

1. Things above, and things on the earth (Colossians 3:2 ). 

2. Things seen, and things not seen (2 Corinthians 4:18 ). 

3. Things temporal, and things eternal (2 Corinthians 4:18 ). 

4. Things of weakness, and things mighty (1 Corinthians 1:27-28 ). 

5. Things of a man, and the things of God (1 Corinthians 2:11 ). 

6. Things behind, and things before (Philemon 3:13 ). 

7. Things of self, and things of others. 

1. Things above, and things on the earth (Colossians 3:2 ). Our verse reads: "Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth." The reason for this injunction is that our life is hid with Christ in God. 

There is another passage much like this one, which reads: "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, * * but * * in Heaven." Everything that is of the earth, is earthy, and will pass away with the earth. Moths and rust, along with thieves, tend to the undoing of earthly loves and earthly stores. 

2. Things seen, and things not seen (2 Corinthians 4:18 ). Everything which we can see with the natural eye, is classed as temporal; that is, they are only for time. The things which are not seen, are the things which are eternal. While we look at the things seen, we look at our afflictions. These, however, are but for a moment. While we look at the things not seen, we behold a far more exceeding, and eternal weight of glory. 

When we obey the injunction of this text we faint not. What, and if, the things of this earth do tend to disappointments and trials, we faint not; for even if our outward man perishes, our inward man is being renewed day by day. 

3. Things temporal and things eternal (2 Corinthians 4:18 ). This we have before us as a vital factor, something real in Christian living. 

The things seen, so frequently take precedence, with Christians, over the things which are not seen. We need to remember that our blessings are in the Heavenly places. They are not the things which can be reckoned in our temporal or earthly assets. One may be rich in things seen, and poor in the things not seen. One may be poor in the things seen, and unspeakably rich in the things which are not seen. 

4. Things of weakness, and things which are mighty (1 Corinthians 1:27 ). God hath chosen the things which are weak to confound the things which are mighty; the foolish things He hath chosen to confound the wise; the base things, the despised things, and the things which are not, God hath chosen to bring to nought the things that are. 

The minister of Jesus Christ has learned that power belongeth unto God. In His service, there is no place for glorying in the flesh. 

5. The things of a man and the things of God (1 Corinthians 2:11 ). The things of a man are the things which may be known and solved from a human psychological viewpoint. The things of God are the things which are revealed by the Holy Spirit. These latter things no man knoweth, save as the Spirit of God reveals them. 

6. The things behind, and the things before (Philemon 3:13 ). When the Apostle Paul became a Christian he put behind him the things which had formerly been his chief joy. He counted them all but loss. Reputation, position, the praise of men, were reckoned as but dross. The things of God became his all in all. 

He began to press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

7. The things of self, and the things of others. It is so easy for us to live for self self-advancement, self-accomplishment for everything that has to do with placing Ourselves on high among men. When we live for the things of others, we seek their good, their wealth, their spiritual benefactions. We die, that they might live. 

I. THE SAFETY OF THE SAVED (Colossians 3:3 ) 
1. Hid with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3 ). 

2. Christ places His life in lieu of ours (John 14:19 ). 

3. In My hand, My Father's hand (John 10:28-29 ). 

1. Hid with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3 ). It is a wonderful thing to have our life hid away, and safeguarded with Christ in God. When Jesus Christ was upon the earth He was absolutely safe from the madness and tyranny of the crowd. For this cause we know that He did not die upon the Cross because He was overwhelmed by a maddened mob. 

We, too, are safe because we too are hid in God. The security of a believer is not a matter dependent upon himself. Christ is his security, and God is his surety. 

2. Christ places His life in lieu of ours (John 14:19 ). With what assurance did our Lord speak when He said: "I will come to you," and when He added: "Because I live, ye shall live also." As long, therefore, as our Lord lives, we have the promise that we too shall live. This union of Christ with the believer is set forth in many Scriptures. Our life is not a life distinct from His. An earthly father may die, and his son may live; or, the son may die, and the father live, because their lives are distinct the one from the other. Our life, however, is His life in us. The Book says: "Christ, who is our life." Christ in us, therefore, becomes our hope of Glory. 

3. In My hand, My Father's hand (John 10:28-29 ). Here is a third comforting' statement. The Lord said: "I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand." Then He added: "No man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand." Here is a double security. Before Satan can overthrow our life, he must first conquer our Saviour. Then he must conquer God the Father. We surely have a place where we may rest, gratefully thankful, and unafraid. 

II. COMING WITH CHRIST IN GLORY (Colossians 3:4 ) 
1. Christ is the believer's life. 

2. Christ will appear in glory. 

3. We will appear with Him. 

1. Christ is the believer's life. It is for this reason that we are inseparable from Him. It is for this reason that we have nothing whereof to boast. He is the new life which throbs within our hearts. We remember how A. B. Simpson used to sing: 

"Live out Thy life in me, 

By Thy wonderful power, 

By Thy grace every hour, 

Live out Thy life in me." 

It is not the believer merely trying to walk as an imitator of Christ. It is Christ walking out His life in the believer. 

2. Christ will appear in glory. Our verse speaks of the Appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. This Appearing centers in His Second Advent into the world. He told us, "If I go * *, I will come again." He will come first for His saints. When He comes, those who sleep in Christ, God will bring with Him. He will bring them with Him, because when saints die, they depart to be with Christ. He will bring them with Him, that they may enter into their bodies, raised, and made unto His glorious body. Thus we have emphasized the fact that Christ will appear for His saints; afterward, He will come with His saints to Mount Olivet. 

3. We will appear with Him in glory. He who came once to be despised and rejected of men is coming back again. He who came for His saints, as above, will come with them in glory. We speak not now of His bringing His saints with Him to get their bodies, in order that they may be caught up to meet Him in the air. We speak now of His coming from the air, down to the earth. 

When He comes to the earth, in the glory of His Father and His holy angels with Him, then shall we also appear with Him. He will come riding on His white horse, as in Revelation 19:1-21 ; we shall come attending Him, riding also on white horses. It is written, "The armies, * * in Heaven followed Him upon white horses," and, in that day His feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives, which is to the east of Jerusalem. 

III. THE CALL TO MORTIFICATION OF THE FLESH (Colossians 3:5 ) 
1. The great "therefore." 

2. Others may, we may not. 

3. Let me die, if I am dead. 

1. The great "therefore." Colossians 3:5 says: "Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth." The "therefore" reaches back into the statement of the preceding verses, that we are risen with Christ; that our affection should be set on things above; that our life is hid with Christ in God. The "therefore" also includes the vision of Christ's Second Appearing, and of our appearing with Him in glory. 

It is because of these things that we are called upon to mortify our members which are upon the earth. There is no place for fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness in the life of one who has been quickened, and raised, and made to sit in the Heavenlies with Christ. 

2. Others may, we may not. There are many things that Others may do, and get away with; but we may not do such things. We are a people who have been made anew in Christ Jesus. We are living on a different plane than the world. Our ideals, our ambitions, our destiny, are all distinct and opposite to those of the unsaved. Therefore, we may not live as others live. 

A fountain which is sweet, cannot bring forth bitter water; neither can a bitter fountain bring forth sweet water. A good tree does not bring forth evil fruit; nor an evil tree good fruit. 

3. Let me die, if I am dead. In Colossians 3:3 we read: "Ye are dead." Shall we not then prove ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord? Once we were dead in sins, and dead to the new life; now we are dead to sin, but alive unto Christ. 

IV. THE PAST COMPARED WITH THE PRESENT (Colossians 3:6-8 ) 
1. Ye were the children of disobedience. 

2. Ye were the subjects of wrath. 

3. Ye walked, lived in them. 

4. Ye now "put off" these things. 

1. Ye were the children of disobedience. Sometimes it does us good to look back at the pit from which we were digged. It is of this that God now reminds us. The wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience, in which we also walked sometimes when we lived in them. Thus God reminds us of our past. We are now, however, no longer the children of disobedience. 

The wicked have broken away from the commands of God. They are walking in their own way, following after their own lusts. They have no heart to hear, and no will to obey the voice of God. 

2. Ye were the subjects of wrath. Colossians 3:6 speaks of the wrath of God, which rests upon the disobedient. In the 1st chapter of Romans, this is enforced by these words: "For the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." Once we were children of wrath. 

3. Ye walked, lived in them. Both of these expressions occur in Colossians 3:7 . Think of a person who walks in the lustings of his flesh, and who lives environed in such things. Such was our sad lot before Christ found us. The fleshpots of Egypt, with their melons and garlic, were sweet to our taste. We, of yore, delighted in those grosser, viler things of impurity, which now we despise. 

4. Ye now "put off" these things. All things are now new; old things are passed away. Shall we, therefore, still walk in the old ways? Shall anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication still dominate our lives? Shall we who have put off the old man, still lie one to another? God forbid! God hath not called us unto uncleanness but unto holiness. 

V. THE NEW MAN (Colossians 3:10-11 ) 
1. The new man is created of God. 

2. The new man bears the image of Him who created him. 

3. The new man recognizes no human classification. 

1. The new man is created of God. We should recognize what God announces. He says we have put on the new man. Then He tells us that this "new man" is created. This is set forth in Colossians 3:10 . It is quite as plainly stated in other Scriptures. Here is one in Ephesians 2:10 : "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus." The same Epistle speaks of our old man, and our new man. It is written, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." 

The creation of a new man in Christ stands in contradistinction to the first creation in the Garden of Eden. The man that fell is now the "old man." The "new man" is a brand new creation of God; born, not of flesh, not of blood, not of the will of man, but of God. 

2. The new man bears the image of Him who created him. In our first creation, we were created in the image of God. In our second creation, we bear the image of our Christ. The image we once bore was marred when sin came into the world, and when death passed upon all men, in that all have sinned. We now are created in His image; let us bear that image in our faces, and in our manner of living. 

3. The new man recognizes no human classification. In the new man, there is neither Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond, nor free. We are neither of the uncircumcision, nor of the circumcision. We are not of Paul, not of Cephas, not of Apollos; we are of Christ. Our name is Christian, "Christ in." Would that the Church of Jesus Christ would arise in her new life, and refuse any name which tends to class distinction. 

VI. WHERE CHRIST IS ALL IN ALL (Colossians 3:11 , l.c.) 
1. Christ is all in all in salvation. 

2. Christ is all in all in the daily walk. 

3. Christ is all in all in service. 

4. Christ is all in all in the climax of our lives. 

5. Christ is all in all in the great Forevermore. 

1. Christ is all in all in salvation. The expression in Colossians 3:11 is most significant and most inclusive. We wish to observe several things where Christ is, indeed, our all in all. He is all in all in our salvation, because it is written: "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." If we would boast our faith, God answers, it is His gift. We could not save ourselves neither could we help to save ourselves. 

2. Christ is all in all in the daily walk. To the extent that we trust in ourselves, we will fail. If we take our eyes off Christ and go to Egypt for help, we will be overcome. To walk worthy of Christ Jesus, it is necessary for Christ Jesus to walk in us. 

3. Christ is all in all in service. He who thinks he can preach alone, trusting in His own wisdom or oratorical powers, will utterly fail. He who thinks he can serve in the home, in the Sunday School, in the Young People's work, in his own strength, will soon learn the truth of the statement, "Without Me ye can do nothing." When that statement is learned, then another may be realized, "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." 

4. Christ is all in all in the climax of our lives. Everything that we do, should head up in Christ. He should be the goal toward which we run. Whether we eat, or drink, or whatsoever we do, all should be done to His glory. If we seek great things for ourselves, we seek in vain. If our life centers in selfish ambition, it will be a life wasted, and undone. 

5. Christ is all in all in the great Forevermore. When we reach the Glory, the Lord Jesus will be the theme of our praise. The City of gold is the City where the Father and the Son are enthroned, and where their light is the City's illumination. In fact, the new earth will be lighted by the glory of that light, and God will be all in all. 

VII. THE MARKS OF THE NEW LIFE (Colossians 3:12-15 ) 
1. Things which we are to put on (Colossians 3:12 ). 

2. Things we are to observe (Colossians 3:13 ). 

3. The greatest of all these (Colossians 3:14 ). 

1. Things which we are to put on (Colossians 3:12 ). Our key verse opens with the expression: "Put on therefore, as the elect of God." Then come the list of virtues in which we are to be arrayed. The beloved disciple addressed one as the "elect lady." Any elect lady, or any elect sir, must remember the royalty of his person. He is the son of God, as well as the elect of God. 

He, therefore, should put on the raiment of mercy, and kindness, and humbleness of mind. He should put on meekness and long-suffering. He should forbear with others, forgive others. Above all, and over all of these, he should put on love which is the bond of perfectness. 

If you will study the characteristics of the elect's wardrobe, you will find that none of them suggests anything that even approaches pride, or arrogancy, or self-sufficiency, because of one's standing in grace, as the elect of God. 

2. Things which we are to observe (Colossians 3:13 ). Elect people should forbear one with another. They should forgive one another if any man have a quarrel against another. We remember the parable of the servant who was forgiven so great a debt; but who, in turn, refused to forgive a fellow servant of so meager a debt. The Lord of that servant thrust the unforgiving one into the prison, till he should pay all his due. Then we read the startling words: "So likewise shall My Heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses." 

3. The greatest of all these (Colossians 3:14 ). This verse reminds us of 1 Corinthians 13:13 . In Corinthians it says, "The greatest of these is charity (love)." In Colossians 3:14 we read: "Above all these things put on charity (love)." The elect of God should love God. They should love their brethren. They should love a world lost in sin. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Christ must ever remain the all in all of the life and message of the believer. 

A native preacher in south China was confronted by a man in his audience. "Why don't you preach something else?" he said. "You have been preaching this Jesus for three days." 

"What do you eat for breakfast?" the Chinese preacher answered. "Rice," was the reply. "For dinner?" "Rice." "For supper?" "Rice." "What did you eat yesterday?" "Rice." "What have you been eating for years?" "Rice." "Why do you eat rice every day? Why don't you eat something else?" "Because it keeps me alive," said the man. The evangelist replied, "That is the reason we preach Christ, nothing but Christ. He brings us life and He is our life, and we could not live without Him." 

Verses 15-25
Practical Christian Living 
Colossians 3:15-25 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts. 

2. The call of God to the Church, His Body. 

3. Be ye thankful. 

4. Let the Word of God dwell in you richly: 

(1) Teaching (2) Admonishing; in hymns and spiritual songs. 

1. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts. Our verse opens with this: "Let the peace of God rule in your hearts." We have often heard of a "troubled breast." The Christian should know no such thing, if he is letting peace rule. 

The unsaved may be like the troubled sea when it cannot rest, but the Christian has heard Christ say, "My peace I give unto you." We then should let that peace rule in our hearts. We should set "peace" as a sentinel outside the door, and let it "garrison" our hearts; we should also let peace take the reins of control within. 

Being justified by faith, "let us have peace." This is a sense of peace with God. He is our peace. He made our peace on Calvary, let us have it. The conflict is over, our sins are gone; under the flag of full pardon we have come to Christ: let us live in the center of His peace. 

In our text, however, we have something deeper than the "peace with God," we have "the peace of God." There are no wild storms with dashing waves and blasting winds with God. There are no periods of restlessness, and maddening despair. Let us let the peace of God rule in our hearts. 

2. The call of God to His Church. There is something in this peace of God that speaks to the Church. Here is the full command: "Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one Body." God seems to be saying that He wants His peace in the one Body, the Church. Saints have been knit together, and built up together into one Body, and God wants that one Body to function in peace. He wants peace to rule and to reign in the Church. 

How shameful are the conditions that often baffle us in the midst of the churches. There are strife and contention; there are schism and divisions, and all because we walk as men. Where peace rules there is oneness in the. one body; there is peace in unity, where there is obedience to one headship. 

3. "Be ye thankful." A thankless life is not necessarily a life without blessing; it may be a blessed life, which is forgetful of its benefactions. He who has most, may be the least appreciative. A mother who had bestowed all kinds of love and care upon her child for years, said to me, "Oh, if he were only thankful!" A great physician who was indeed a father of marked kindliness to his son, said, "How I wish my son would only tell me he loves me." 

Thinkest thou that our God, from whom all of our blessings flow, would not delight in a bit of thanks? Praise is comely. Praise glorifieth God. 

4. "Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly." The Psalmist said, "Thy Word have I hid in mine heart." That is fine. Here is something better. The Word must dwell in us, richly ; that is, in large supply; that is, in the full sweep of its richness. 

(1) It should dwell in us, teaching us. We, Mary-like, should sit at His feet as students, and hear His Word. 

(2) It shall dwell in us, admonishing us. That is, it should reprove us, and it should encourage us. 

(3) It should lead us to singing hymns and spiritual songs. His Word puts gladness into our hearts, and singing into our lips. 

I. INSTRUCTIONS TO WIVES (Colossians 3:18 ) 
1. Christianity the liberator of womanhood. 

2. The ministrations of women in the Church. 

3. The Christian woman should be in subjection. 

1. Christianity the liberator of womanhood. There is a little expression in our verse concerning wives. It is in the concluding statement of the verse: "In the Lord." Wives "in the Lord," and wives "in the world" (before the Lord came to give them their emancipation from the thralldom of an unbearable yoke), present two distinct conceptions of wifehood. 

Before Christianity came to break their shackles, women were the slaves, the chattels, and the shrinking burdenbearers of their husbands. When Christ came, womanhood and wifehood were placed back in their God-destined and God-purposed glory. 

2. The ministrations of women in the Church. The women that publish the glad tidings are a great host. In the Old Testament, under the rule of God, womanhood held a high and holy relationship among the people of God. 

In the days of Christ woman showed her true spiritual value. In the Early Church woman took her place as a prominent factor in religious life. Here are a few expressions worthy of study: 

"Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the Church which is at Cenchrea: * * assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer of many." 

"Greet Priscilla and Aquilla my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have for my life laid down their own necks." 

"Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us." 

"Salute * * Junia," my kinsman, and my fellowprisoner, " * * of note among the Apostles." 

3. The Christian woman should be in subjection. Womanhood is no less beautiful, and no less helpful in service because she is called to be in subjection to her husband, any more than the Church is less glorious because it is in subjection to Christ. The yoke we bear as Christians is easy, and the burden is light. So also is the Divinely placed yoke upon wifehood easy and light. 

II. INSTRUCTIONS TO HUSBANDS (Colossians 3:19 ) 
1. The Bible oneness of husband and wife. 

2. The establishment of a new home. 

3. The husband should love his wife, as Christ loved the Church. 

1. The Bible oneness of husband and wife. "Each for the other, and both for God." God's plan in the home. It is not the husband going his way, and the wife going hers; but the two going together. 

Here is an ode we have written to husbands and wives 

We've journeyed together, we two; 

We've journeyed together 

In all kinds of weather, 

O'er moor, fen, and heather, 

'Neath dark skies and blue. 

And now we are facing, we two; 

And now we are facing 

The future, and tracing 

Events interlacing 

O God, keep us true! 

We'll build up our altar, we two; 

We'll build up our altar, 

Stand firm as Gibraltar, 

And nevermore falter, 

The coming years through. 

2. The establishment of a new home. Home life is indispensably linked to the thought of marriage and of husband and wife. "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife." The breaking up of the parental home means the establishment of a new home. The son of the first home, now grown, becomes the head of the new home. 

3. The husband should love his wife, as Christ loved the Church. The authority of Christ over His Church is absolute; yet Christ loves the Church yea, He gave Himself for it once, and now He ever liveth to prove Himself a blessing to His people. So should, and so do, true husbands love their wives. They live to spend and to be spent for their wives. They who are "lords" become the servants; girding themselves to serve their wives. 

III. INSTRUCTIONS TO CHILDREN (Colossians 3:20 ) 
1. Children should obey their parents in all things. 

2. Children should be dedicated to the Lord. 

3. Children should be full of trust and faith in Christ Jesus. 

1. Children should obey their parents in all things. God does not make arbitrary rules, foreign to wisdom and reason. God's laws are all for our profit. Children are to obey their parents because this is right. The shoulders of the child are not broad enough, nor his reasoning power strong enough, to "carry on" in the world. 

Thus, the needs of children, and their call to obey their parents, adds responsibility to the parents. If we must decide the walk and ways of our children, we must choose wisely. We must bring up our children in the way that they should go. 
2. Children should be dedicated to the Lord. Hannah brought her child, Samuel, and said, "For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him: therefore, also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth." 

Joshua said, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." God said of Abram, "I know him, that he will command his children * * after him." 

Let fathers, therefore, and mothers, bring their children to God, and give them to Him in fullest consecration. 

3. Children should be full of trust and faith in Christ Jesus. Children should obey their parents in the Lord. Even above the authority of the parent, is the authority of the Lord. That means simply this: The child should be taught to recognize the supreme authority of God, and he should, moreover, be taught to early seek the Lord. The little children delighted in climbing up into the arms of their Lord and Lover. Christ said, "Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not." It is to such an One that children should still come, and come believing. 

IV. INSTRUCTIONS TO FATHERS (Colossians 3:21 ) 
1. The father should be the teacher of his children. 

2. The father should be an example to his children. 

3. The father should not provoke his children to wrath. 

1. The father should teach his children. To the father God says, "And thou shalt teach them (My Words) diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up." 

The father was even commanded to write the Words of God upon the posts of his house, and upon the gates thereof. 

The difficulty in child life today, lies in the fact that children are too often wholly neglected as to any spiritual instruction at home. They are left to bring up themselves to walk in the sight of their eyes, and in the ways of their hearts. Some parents give more attention to raising their pigs than to rearing their children. 

2. The father should be an example to his children. It is not enough to say, "Do thou this," or "Do thou that." It should be said, "Come thou with me." "Do as I do; say what I say." 

We should not send our children to Sunday School and church, we should take them. Yea, we should have the family altar, as a small church in our own home. 

No man, as a father, can expect to lift his children to higher planes than those upon which he himself walks. 

No mother can hope to guide her children into holiness if she, herself, is unholy. 

3. The father should not provoke his children unto wrath. This is the command of our text, and the command is not without reason. A father should not be harsh or unkind in his instructions. He may demand obedience of his children, but he may not "yell it out" and frighten his wee ones into subjection. He may chasten his children for their disobedience, but he may not chasten them in anger. God give us "lovers" among fathers. 

V. INSTRUCTIONS FOR SERVANTS (Colossians 3:22 ) 
1. Servants should not serve with eyeservice. 

2. Servants should not be men pleasers, but serve in singleness of heart, fearing God. 

3. Servants should adorn the Gospel of Christ. 

1. Servants should not serve with eyeservice. How striking is the admonition of our Lord to servants. Some may not wish to count them in at all, or, at least, they may want to place them in a separate compartment. Let us remember the admonition of the Lord through Paul: "There is no respect of persons with God." Let us remember just one other phrase: "Those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour." 

Now here is the Lord's command to servants, "Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice." 

2. Servants should not be men pleasers. Servants seeking to please God, in singleness of heart, will find themselves abundantly enabled to please their masters. A servant who knows not God will be unprofitable, because of his or her godlessness; while that same servant, serving God faithfully, will be made profitable to his master. 

"In singleness of heart," serving the Lord. Here are words that carry great weight. Service should not be "eye-service," pleasing men, but heart service, with one underlying principle (singleness), to serve the Lord. How sublime that, in serving one another, we may serve God; and in serving God, we will the better serve one another. 

3. Servants should adorn the Gospel of God. This is taught in Titus. How glorious it is to think that true service to masters, as outlined in Colossians, means "adorning the Gospel," as in the Book of Titus. 

Here God places a dignity upon servanthood that is not placed on any other phase of life. This is, perhaps, because we are all servants to Him. 

VI. INSTRUCTIONS IN GENERAL (Colossians 3:23 ) 
1. Whatsoever ye do, do unto the Lord, and not unto men. 

2. Whatsoever ye do, do heartily. 

3. Second-mile serving. 

1. "Whatsoever ye do, do * * as to the Lord, and not unto men." It is written, "Let no man glory in men." If I be yet the pleaser of men, how can I be the pleaser of God? Christ made Himself of no reputation. He said, "I do always those things that please Him." 

If we delight in being called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi, and desire the uppermost seats in the synagogues; and if we seek the greetings of men in the market places, we will find ourselves more and more willing to crucify the Lord of Glory. How many serve men more than God? How many love the praise of men more than the praise of God? 

2. "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily." After all, there is only one kind of service that is truly acceptable to God that is a willing, happy, hearty service. Walking and living in the "second-mile" life is the only way to receive God's "Well done." 

Any service that is done from duty, or under the law of command, be it ever so faithfully or fully done, loses its sublimity. A gift of necessity is not a pleasing gift. God loveth a cheerful giver; He also loves a cheerful worker. 

3. Second-mile serving. What say you? Let us all pass out of the mile of duty, the commanded mile; and if anyone, even the Lord, ask us to go a mile, let us go twain. 

VII. THE TIME OF REWARDS (Colossians 3:24-25 ) 
1. God is not unfaithful to forget. 

2. The reward of the inheritance. 

3. Wrongdoing also has its rewards. 

1. God is not unfaithful to forget. We now come to the great finale on Colossians 3:1-25 : "Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ." 

The expression "Ye serve the Lord Christ" seems to suggest that God is not One to forget the love-life of His servants. In Hebrews it is written: "For God is not unrighteous to forget your work, and labour of love." 

God is watching from above. He sees and knows it all. Soon He will come, and His reward He will bring with Him. We shall all receive according to the things we have done in the body. 

2. The reward of the inheritance. The inheritance of saints in light, is of grace; the reward of that inheritance is another matter it is of works. Think you that our God will not repay us for the life we have lived, in that we have ministered in His Name, and do minister? To the true shepherd who feeds the flock of God, not for the love of money, not as lording it over God's heritage, but as being an ensample to the flock, the Lord says, "When the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away," 

3. Wrongdoing also has its rewards. Our verse concludes with the words, "But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done." Otherwise, God is not a just Judge; otherwise, God is a respecter of persons. Thinkest thou that a carnal, world-centered Christian shall enter into the joy of his Lord along with the faithful, Christ-centered Christian? Nay. We must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ that we may receive the things done in the body, whether we have done good or bad. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
George Truett with whom I spent many hours in prayer during the old college days at Baylor University tells how a life wholly on God's altar creates power in prayer and in all Christian graces: 

A cattleman invited him to go out into the wide fields of his mighty ranch at the conclusion of a meeting. Said that rancher: "I have always considered these lands mine, these cattle mine, those buildings mine, but now I know that none of them are mine but His. Preacher, you make a prayer for me and turn them over to God for me." The preacher did it, and then the cattleman said: "I want you to make another prayer and tell God there is that bad boy of mine. I can't do anything with him. He is the bane of my life and everybody else's. I've tried my best and failed. You tell God, that I turn that boy over to Him too." And the preacher prayed again and dedicated that boy to God. That night in the meeting, to the surprise of all, that wicked young man was saved. 

Parents, believe me, your surrender is going to mean the salvation of those loved ones. It is also going to mean a change in those Sunday School classes. It is going to mean victory where there has been nothing but defeat. It is going to mean a change in business, a change in everything. It is going to mean Heaven all the way to Heaven and glory all the way to Glory. God grant it may be so for us all henceforth. 
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