《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – 2 Corinthians》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

The problems presented by the Second Epistle to the Corinthians are more numerous and complex than those of the First. In opening this Epistle we find ourselves at once in a different atmosphere from that of the previous one. St. Paul writes in a different tone. He alludes to matters of which there is no mention in the earlier letter. He indicates that a momentous crisis in the relations between himself and the Church has been safely passed. And in reconstructing the situation for ourselves we have nothing but hints and allusions and references to past events in the letter itself to guide us. The difficulties, however, largely disappear if we assume what is regarded by many scholars as proved, viz. that 2 Corinthians 10-13 were a letter written some time after 1 Cor., and that 2 Corinthians 1-9 were a third letter written when the Apostle learned the effect produced by 2 Corinthians 10-13 in the Corinthian Church.

1. Events between the First and Second Epistles.
(a) The reception of the First Epistle at Corinth. As was mentioned in the Intro, to the First Epistle, when the Apostle heard of the irregularities in doctrine and morals that had arisen in the Church, he announced that Timothy would visit Corinth after he had performed the work entrusted to him in Macedonia, to bring them into remembrance of his ways in Christ (1 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Corinthians 16:10). About the same time he sent the First Epistle by the shorter sea route to Corinth, perhaps by the hands of Titus and another of his companions (2 Corinthians 12:18), to whom was also given the duty of organising the collection (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). The mission of Timothy was in the first instance to the Churches of Macedonia, and it is uncertain whether or not he ever reached Corinth. Meanwhile the work of organising the collection, whether by Titus or by others, went on apace, and such favourable reports of the success of the movement reached St. Paul, that he afterwards quoted the Corinthians to the converts of Macedonia as an example of liberality (2 Corinthians 9:2). On the completion of these arrangements Titus probably returned to St. Paul at Ephesus and reported the progress made.

(b) The increasing influence of the 'Christ' party. Very soon after these events there seems to have taken place a considerable increase in the influence of the party of Christ, which is just mentioned in the First Epistle (1 Corinthians 1:12). An attempt, which for a time threatened to prove successful, was made by them to impose upon the Corinthian Church the requirements of the Jewish law, and undermine the influence of St. Paul. We gather the information about this movement, not from any direct statements on the subject, but mainly from the Apostle's defence of his apostleship, and the points on which he dwells in refuting the charges brought against him. The leaders of this party—perhaps recently arrived from Jerusalem—claimed to speak for Christ in a way in which they said that St. Paul could not speak. They were Hebrews (2 Corinthians 11:22); they called themselves apostles and ministers of Christ (2 Corinthians 11:13, 2 Corinthians 11:23); they taught another gospel, inculcated another spirit, preached even another Jesus (2 Corinthians 11:4). St. Paul calls them false apostles (2 Corinthians 11:13), deceitful workers (ib.), ministers of Satan (2 Corinthians 11:15). It would seem that they set up Judaism as the entrance to Christianity. They may not have insisted upon the imposition of the rite of circumcision, but they probably demanded obedience to the ceremonial law, taking their stand upon the teaching and example of Jesus Himself (e.g. Matthew 3:15; Matthew 5:17), and insisting upon the maintenance of the legal standard of righteousness. They thus naturally came into conflict with St. Paul, whose doctrine of justification by faith (cp. Romans 4, 5) seemed to them to be destructive of the Law; and perhaps being incensed at the lax morals of some of the Corinthian converts, they traced the irregularities to his teaching, and denounced him as a false apostle. Not content with this, they attributed to him vacillation and cowardice (2 Corinthians 10:10), pointed to his refusal of sustenance as a proof of his lack of authority (2 Corinthians 11:7), and declared that he was afraid to exercise the power he boasted of in his letters (2 Corinthians 13:2, 2 Corinthians 13:10). They charged him with cheating his converts (2 Corinthians 12:14-18), said that he was puffed up with vanity (2 Corinthians 10:14), and even called him a fool (2 Corinthians 11:16, 2 Corinthians 11:21, 2 Corinthians 11:23).

In this way these Judaising teachers sought to discredit the Apostle. They probably attracted those who had been of the party of Peter, and those who had been of the party of Christ at an earlier date, and united them in one strong body which influenced or overawed the whole Church. They called themselves Christ's men, preached Christ as the Messiah according to the flesh, and gloried in their connexion with those who had actually seen the Lord(2 Corinthians 10:7; 2 Corinthians 11:23; 2 Corinthians 12:1).

That they met with great success is evident from the Second Epistle. They turned the Church as a whole against St. Paul. The Corinthians received them without suspicion, listened readily to their charges, and as the result renounced their allegiance to their spiritual father (2 Corinthians 7:2; 2 Corinthians 11:3-4; 2 Corinthians 13:2, 2 Corinthians 13:10). They submitted even to be victimised by these intruders, and allowed them to do with impunity the very things they counted wrong in St. Paul. The members of the Church were so infatuated with their new teachers that they permitted themselves to be 'brought into bondage, devoured, robbed, struck in the face' (2 Corinthians 11:20). The more the new apostles demanded, the better they were pleased with them. All that St. Paul had done for them was for the time forgotten, and their allegiance transferred to the new-comers, who denounced him as no minister of Christ at all.

(c) St. Paul's brief (unrecorded) visit to Corinth.

It was not long before the news of the revolt reached St. Paul. It may be that Timothy coming south to Corinth as the Apostle indicated in the First Epistle (1 Corinthians 4:17) found the Church already in revolt, and that on attempting to deliver a message from his master he was insulted and put to silence (2 Corinthians 7:12. Here 'his cause that suffered wrong' may refer to Timothy). Or it may be that the Apostle heard of the state of matters in some other way, as he had heard of their contentions before writing the First Epistle (1 Corinthians 1:11). In any case, he felt that he must take prompt and resolute action, and accordingly he paid a short visit to Corinth in order to restore his authority and win the Corinthians back to their allegiance.

This visit is not recorded in the book of Acts, nor is its occurrence related in so many words in St. Paul's letters; but it is frequently referred to in 2 Corinthians and implied in several of the Apostle's statements. In 2 Corinthians 2:1 he distinctly alludes to a visit which he had paid to the Church 'in sorrow.' In 2 Corinthians 12:14; 2 Corinthians 13:1 he announces that he is coming to them the third time. And as the only visit recorded in the Acts or in 1 Corinthians is the visit made when founding the Church, it is obvious that a second visit must have been paid in the interval before these passages were penned. In 2 Corinthians 13:2 indeed he distinctly mentions this second visit, and reminds them that he told them on that occasion that if he came again and found them unrepentant he would not spare them. This visit was probably paid as soon as he received the bad news, the journey being made by sea. The Apostle's appearance at Corinth, however, had not the expected effect. The influence of the Judaisers was still supreme: an attack of the illness to which he was subject prostrated him, and it was interpreted by his enemies as a mark of divine disfavour, and used to discredit his apostleship (2 Corinthians 12:7-10). He had to retire to Ephesus baffled and disheartened, having perhaps been insulted and denounced to his face in presence of the Church by some violent member (2 Corinthians 7:12, if the reference is not to Timothy but to himself. But see note).

(d) The visit of Titus with the 'severe' letter.

On reaching Ephesus again St. Paul wrote a letter to the recalcitrant Church, in which he sought to bring the members to a sense of their position. This letter is referred to in 2 Corinthians 2:3-4; 2 Corinthians 7:8. It was written 'in much affliction with many tears'; it was stern and severe in its tone; and it was designed to make them sorry and bring them to repentance. So strong were its terms, indeed, that St. Paul for a time regretted having written it. The greater portion of this 'severe' letter, in the view of an increasing number of scholars, is preserved in 2 Corinthians 10-13. This theory solves many of the problems raised by 2 Corinthians, and best explains the facts as we know them. (For reasons see below, under 2.)

The 'severe' letter was dispatched from Ephesus by the hands of Titus, who seems to have been regarded by St. Paul as better able to deal with the situation than Timothy. On receiving it the Corinthians were stung by the reproaches of conscience, and repenting of their treatment of St. Paul, cast out of the Church by a majority the man who had given offence by his attack on the Apostle or his messenger (2 Corinthians 2:6), and acknowledged their founder once more (2 Corinthians 7:11). Titus seems to have aided materially in bringing about the happy change; and, having from the outset realised the responsibility of the charge committed to him, he was overjoyed at the issue of his visit (2 Corinthians 7:6-7).

(e) St. Paul's meeting with Titus. Meanwhile St. Paul left Ephesus and crossed the sea to Philippi, sailing along the coast to Troas, and thence taking ship for Europe. Troas offered him a good field for mission work (2 Corinthians 2:12); but, when Titus did not appear as he expected, anxiety about the Coririthians drove him onwards to meet him. At last in Macedonia (perhaps at Philippi) he encountered his messenger (2 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Corinthians 7:5, 2 Corinthians 7:8), and was relieved and gladdened by the good news he brought. In his delight at the return of the Corinthians to their faithfulness, he proceeded to carry out his purpose of visiting them as announced in the First Epistle (1 Corinthians 16:5), and first of all sent Titus back to them with a letter expressive of his relief and joy—the Second Epistle, 2 Corinthians 1-9.

This plan of visiting Corinth after passing through Macedonia was ultimately carried out according to his original intention; but at one period St. Paul had in mind another plan, which he afterwards disclosed to the Corinthians. This was to cross by the direct route from Ephesus to Corinth, and from thence to visit Macedonia, returning again to Corinth on the way to Jerusalem, thus giving the Corinthians 'a double benefit' (2 Corinthians 1:15-16). Circumstances, however, caused him to revert to his original intention, and pay the visit to Macedonia before going south to Corinth.

(f) The 'thankful' letter.
2 Corinthians 1-9 of the Second Epistle seem to constitute the letter written by the Apostle after receiving the good news. This letter was sent by Titus, who is repeatedly referred to in it (2 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Corinthians 7:6, 2 Corinthians 7:13-14; 2 Corinthians 8:6, 2 Corinthians 8:16, 2 Corinthians 8:23) and with him were sent other two—'the brother whose praise is in the gospel throughout all the churches'(2 Corinthians 8:18), and 'our brother whom we have oftentimes proved diligent in many things' (2 Corinthians 8:22). Besides the conveyance of the letter they were entrusted with the reorganisation of the collection for the saints at Jerusalem, which had promised well when it was begun, but had probably fallen into abeyance while the trouble lasted (2 Corinthians 9:2, 2 Corinthians 9:5). Following in their footsteps, St. Paul soon afterwards himself arrived at Corinth to complete the reconciliation.

2. The Authenticity, Unity, and Date of the Epistle.
(a) That the Second Epistle is a genuine work of St. Paul has seldom been seriously disputed. Allusions to passages in it are found early in the second century in the letters of Polycarp, and it is quoted by the early Christian writers, Ireneeus, Athenagoras, and Clement of Alexandria. The evidence from the Epistle itself is stronger. In particular, the personal allusions and references, the details of the Apostle's life and work, the intensely earnest character of its thanksgivings and appeals, confirm its own testimony to the authorship of St. Paul.

(b) The theory that portions of more than one letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians are to be detected in the Second Epistle is supported by the following amongst other arguments:

(1) The thoughtful reader of 2 Corinthians can hardly fail to notice the remarkable change in tone between 2 Corinthians 1-9, 10-13. In 2 Corinthians 1-9 the breach between St. Paul and the Corinthians seems to be completely healed. The section abounds in expressions of love and goodwill, of thanksgiving and confidence: cp. 2 Corinthians 2:3, 2 Corinthians 2:10; 2 Corinthians 3:2; 2 Corinthians 7:4, 2 Corinthians 7:7, 2 Corinthians 7:9, 2 Corinthians 7:11; 2 Corinthians 8:7; 2 Corinthians 9:13, 2 Corinthians 9:14. In 2 Corinthians 10-13, on the other hand, it is evident that the breach is not yet healed. He there meets charges brought against him (2 Corinthians 10:2, 2 Corinthians 10:10; 2 Corinthians 11:6-7 etc.), defends his apostleship by an appeal to his work and sufferings (2 Corinthians 11:21-33), declares himself to be in no way 'behind the very chief est apostles' (2 Corinthians 12:11), and threatens to visit them in severity and not to spare (2 Corinthians 13:2). The circumstances to which the writer has regard in 2 Corinthians 1-9 are different from those to which he looks in 2 Corinthians 10-13. No explanation is so satisfactory as that which dates 2 Corinthians 10-13 before, and 2 Corinthians 1-9 after, the causes of strife had been removed.

(2) There are passages in 2 Corinthians 1-9 which seem to refer to passages in 2 Corinthians 10-13, and are best explained in the light of them. Cp. 2 Corinthians 13:2, 'If I come again, I will not spare,' with 2 Corinthians 1:23, 'To spare you I forbore to come to Corinth'; and 2 Corinthians 13:10, 'I write these things while absent, that I may not when present deal sharply,' with 2 Corinthians 2:3, 'I wrote this very thing, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow': cp. also 2 Corinthians 10:2 with 2 Corinthians 8:22, 2 Corinthians 10:6 with 2 Corinthians 2:9 and 2 Corinthians 11:5, 2 Corinthians 11:18, 2 Corinthians 11:23 with 2 Corinthians 3:1; 2 Corinthians 5:12.

(3) In 2 Corinthians 1-9 there are four references to a former letter apparently severe in tone. (a) It was written 'out of much affliction and anguish of heart with many tears' (2 Corinthians 2:4); (b) after sending it away the Apostle repented of his action (2 Corinthians 7:8); (c) in it he had commended himself 'again' (2 Corinthians 3:1; 2 Corinthians 5:12); (d) the Apostle was at the time of writing the former letter meditating a visit to deal sharply with them, which, however, in mercy he did not pay (2 Corinthians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 2:1). These points describe the letter 2 Corinthians 10-13, and apply to no other letter of the Apostle now extant; e.g. (a) and (b) cannot refer to the First Epistle, and (c) does not apply either to the First Epistle or to any passage in 2 Cor before 2 Corinthians 3:1, where he speaks of commending himself 'again.'

(4) 2 Corinthians 1-9 were written from Macedonia (2 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Corinthians 7:5; 2 Corinthians 9:2). while 2 Corinthians 10:16 indicates that the geographical position of the writer of that passage—which speaks of his hope to preach the gospel in the regions beyond them—was on the E. of Corinth rather than on the N., for we know that St. Paul's plan was to visit Rome. This suggests that 2 Corinthians 10-13 were written from Ephesus, and affords another hint of identification between 2 Corinthians 10-13 and the 'severe' letter of 2 Corinthians 2:4; 2 Corinthians 7:8. [A full discussion of the question is given in Dr. J. H. Kennedy's 'The Second and Third Epistles to the Corinthians,' from which the above sections are mainly drawn.]

(c) The dates of the two parts of the Second Epistle remains to be fixed. According to the evidence afforded by First and Second Corinthians themselves, the latter was written about eighteen months after the former. In 1 Corinthians 16 St. Paul gives directions about the collection for the poor in Jerusalem, mentioning such details about the method to be adopted in gathering it as lead us to the conclusion that a beginning was now only being made with it. As the offerings were to be made weekly, and as many of the converts were poor (1 Corinthians 1:26), it is obvious that some months would have to elapse before the contributions amounted to such a sum as the Church would like to send. In 2 Corinthians 9:2, however, the Apostle commends them for being ready with their contribution 'a year ago': cp. 2 Corinthians 8:10. It therefore follows that some months more than a year separate the First Epistle from these passages in the Second. If, therefore, the First Epistle was written in the spring of 55 or 56, it follows that chs, 1-9 of the Second were written in the autumn of 56 or 57. 2 Corinthians 10-13 were written in any case only a month or six weeks before 2 Corinthians 1-9. That about eighteen months thus separated the First and Second Epistles is confirmed by the recollection of the number of events which took place between them. We have to allow time for the transmission of the First Epistle, for the development of the rebellion against St. Paul's authority, for the news to reach the Apostle at Ephesus, for his visit to Corinth and return, for the dispatch of the 'severe' letter by Titus, and for St. Paul's journey to Philippi. Two lines of proof thus converge upon the same conclusion.

It may be briefly mentioned here that some scholars regard the passage 2 Corinthians 6:14 to 2 Corinthians 7:1 as an interpolation, and hold that it is really part of the first (lost) letter of St. Paul to Corinth. The contents of the passage certainly correspond with what the Apostle tells us was contained in that lost letter (1 Corinthians 5:9); and they break the natural connexion between 2 Corinthians 6:13 and 2 Corinthians 7:2. But the case for eliminating the vv. can hardly be said to be proved.

3. Synopsis of Contents.
(A) 2 Corinthians 1-9. The thankful letter.

	Introduction 2 Corinthians 1:1-11.
	Salutation and thanksgiving.

	I. 2 Corinthians 1:12 to 2 Corinthians 7:16.
	Thoughts suggested by the recent crisis.

	(a) 2 Corinthians 1:12 to 2 Corinthians 2:2.
	The sincerity of St. Paul's intention to visit the Church.

	(b) 2 Corinthians 2:3-13.
	The object and result of the 'severe' letter.

	(c) 2 Corinthians 2:14 to 2 Corinthians 5:19.
	The glory, the comfort, and the inspiration of the ministry.

	
	(i) 2 Corinthians 2:14 to 2 Corinthians 3:6. The Apostle's true letter of recommendation.

	
	(ii) 2 Corinthians 3:7 to 2 Corinthians 4:6. The glory of the gospel.

	
	(iii) 2 Corinthians 4:7 to 2 Corinthians 5:10. The sources of his comfort.

	
	(iv) 2 Corinthians 5:11-19. The love of Christ his inspiration.

	(d) 2 Corinthians 5:20 to 2 Corinthians 7:1
	Appeal for purity of life.

	(e) 2 Corinthians 7:2-16.
	The Apostle's joy in the Corinthians' repentance.

	II. 2 Corinthians 8:1 to 2 Corinthians 9:15.
	The collection for the poor in Jerusalem.

	(a) 2 Corinthians 8:1-9.
	The example of the Macedonian Churches.

	(b) 2 Corinthians 8:10-24.
	The principles of Christian liberality.

	(c) 2 Corinthians 9:1-15.
	Exhortations to generous giving.


(B) 2 Corinthians 10-13. The 'severe' letter. St. Paul's defence of his ministry.

	(a) 2 Corinthians 10:1-18.
	Answer to the charge of feebleness and cowardice.

	(b) 2 Corinthians 1:11-15.
	Defence of his gospel and his independence.

	(c) 2 Corinthians 11:16 to 2 Corinthians 12:18.
	The evidences of his apostleship in suffering and service.

	(d) 2 Corinthians 12:19 to 2 Corinthians 13:10.
	Warnings against evil and exhortations to holiness.

	(e) 2 Corinthians 13:11-14.
	Conclusion and benediction.


4. Outline of the Epistle.
2 Corinthians 1-9. The Apostle sends his salutation to the Corinthian Church, and gives thanks for the comfort which comes through suffering and for the power of sympathy it confers (2 Corinthians 1:1-11). He then passes to the crisis through which the Church had passed, and gives some thoughts suggested by it. He asserts the sincerity of his intentions to pay the Corinthians another visit, although he has been obliged to change his plans; and he shows that such changes of his plans as he had made, were made with a view to their benefit (2 Corinthians 1:12 to 2 Corinthians 2:2). He had, indeed, written them a severe letter which caused them pain; but he could not regret it because it had brought them to repentance and secured the purity of the Church, and enabled him to forgive the now penitent offender (2 Corinthians 2:3-13). Next he enlarges upon the joy attending the successful preaching of the gospel (2 Corinthians 2:14-17). He sees in his converts his true letters of commendation—even, so to speak, letters of Christ Himself, bearing His signature and witnessing to His influence (2 Corinthians 3:1-4). He remembers, indeed, the great responsibility of his work, but finds comfort in recalling the unfailing supply of strength from God; and he contrasts the old ministry of the law with the new ministry of reconciliation through Christ (2 Corinthians 3:5 to 2 Corinthians 4:6). The glory of the gospel reminds him of the weakness of those to whom its message is entrusted. In themselves they are feeble; but their faith prevails over all difficulties as they look, not on the seen and temporal, but on the unseen and eternal (2 Corinthians 4:7-18). They know too that death overtakes the mortal body, but they know that God has provided them with an immortal body, and has given them the pledge of eternal life in the gift of His indwelling Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:1-5).

They are therefore always faithful to the trust committed to them, being constrained by the love of Christ to plead with men to be reconciled to God and to become new creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:6-21). The Apostle goes on to point to his own conduct as the proof of his claims to be a minister of God, and beseeches the Corinthians to live unspotted from the world (2 Corinthians 6:1 to 2 Corinthians 7:1). He appeals to them by his affection for them to be reconciled to him, and rejoices anew in their repentance (2 Corinthians 7:2-16).

The Apostle then calls their attention to the collection for the poor in Jerusalem, telling them of the example set by the Churches of Macedonia (2 Corinthians 8:1-9), enunciating the principles of Christian liberality, and reminding them of the self-sacrifice of Christ (2 Corinthians 8:10-24), and finally exhorting them to generous and cheerful giving (2 Corinthians 9:1-15).

2 Corinthians 10-13. St. Paul defends his ministry from the attacks of enemies, and vindicates his apostleship. A charge of vacillation and cowardice had been made against him, and he assures the Corinthians that if strong measures are really necessary to bring them to a right way of thinking, he will not shrink from taking them (2 Corinthians 10:1-18). He does not wish to boast of his position in reply to his enemies, but he points out that he had maintained his independence among them, and had never been a burden to them (2 Corinthians 11:1-10). Those who speak against him and boast of their zeal are no true apostles; in spite of their talk of righteousness they are as false as their master, Satan (2 Corinthians 11:11-15). But seeing that boasting is the fashion, he also will boast—he will boast of his labours, his sufferings, his anxieties, his visions and revelations, nay, his very thorn in the flesh, in all which he rejoices for Christ's sake (2 Corinthians 11:16 to 2 Corinthians 12:10). He goes on to apologise for this boasting, and for his refusal to receive gifts from them. But he is glad he has maintained his independence, because none can say that he made his converts a source of gain (2 Corinthians 12:12-21). He finally assures them of his approaching visit, warning them that if need be he will exercise his authority, but pleading rather for their repentance and submission (2 Corinthians 13).

5. Teaching of the Epistle.
(a) 2 Corinthians 1-9. (1) The teaching of this Epistle is based, like the teaching of the First Epistle, on the great thought of the union of Christ and the believer. The sufferings of St. Paul which he endures for the gospel's sake are 'the sufferings of Christ' (2 Corinthians 1:5), and the consolation he receives 'aboundeth by Christ' (2 Corinthians 1:5). Those whom he forgives, he forgives 'in Christ' (2 Corinthians 2:10); and the gospel he preaches, he preaches 'in the sight of God in Christ' (2 Corinthians 2:17). He bears about in his body 'the dying of the Lord Jesus,' and he is 'delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be manifest' in his own life (2 Corinthians 4:10-11). This union with Christ, in which he lives himself, is the union he desires for others. 'If any man be in Christ he is a new creature' (2 Corinthians 5:17), and they themselves are established with him 'in Christ'(2 Corinthians 1:21).

On the basis of this doctrine he urges them to forgiveness (2 Corinthians 2:10), encourages them to perseverance (2 Corinthians 4:15), beseeches them to be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20), and exhorts them to a life of purity and holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1).

(2) A considerable portion of the letter is occupied with the collection. This collection is mentioned first in 1 Corinthians 16. Its purpose was to provide assistance for the poor Christians in Jerusalem, of whom there had been many from the beginning (Acts 6:1, Acts 6:3). St. Paul regarded the Church at Jerusalem as the Mother-Church, and sought to interest his converts in the head-quarters of their faith. The collection also enabled the members of the Churches in Galatia (1 Corinthians 16:1), Macedonia (2 Corinthians 8:1), and Achaia, to realise their unity as members of one Church, as well as to give evidence of their sympathy with their brethren. The offerings were to be laid aside week by week upon the Lord's Day (1 Corinthians 16:2), and to be finished before the Apostle arrived. At the end of the time, under his own superintendence, they were to be dispatched to Jerusalem by men chosen by the Church (1 Corinthians 16:3). In exhorting the Corinthians to liberality he quotes to them the example of the Macedonian Churches, which in this matter (2 Corinthians 8:2-3), as well as in others (Philippians 4:10-17), were distinguished for generosity: and reminds them of the example of Christ (2 Corinthians 8:9), who 'though he was rich yet for your sakes became poor.' He urges them to give cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7) and liberally (2 Corinthians 9:6), according to their means (2 Corinthians 8:13-14); not holding back through indifference or greed (2 Corinthians 8:10-11), nor feeling compelled to give in such a way as to make the offering a burden (2 Corinthians 8:13), but presenting their gifts out of a willing mind (2 Corinthians 8:12), and remembering that they may need some help themselves in their day of necessity, which would be gladly given (2 Corinthians 8:14). And he tells them that this offering has not only a material, but also a religious value; for it causes the recipients of it to give thanks to God, recognising in it a gift from Him (2 Corinthians 9:12), and it is a powerful witness to the Christian faith and obedience of those who so freely bestow it (2 Corinthians 9:13).

(b) 2 Corinthians 10-13. These chapters are wholly occupied with St. Paul's reply to his enemies' attack, and are chiefly interesting for the information they give us about the doings of the troublers of the Church, and about the life of the Apostle himself. The former subject has already been touched upon (see I (b)); the latter may now be noticed. In 2 Corinthians 11:22-33; St. Paul mentions several incidents in his career which are not recorded in the sketch of his missionary career given in the Acts of the Apostles. He speaks of five floggings at the hands of the Jews, none of which are mentioned elsewhere. Of the three beatings with rods only one is recorded (Acts 16:23). Of the shipwrecks we know nothing, as the events recorded in Acts 27 did not occur until a later date. It was evidently on the occasion of one of these that he spent a night and a day in the deep, probably on a raft or on wreckage. He tells us also of his escape from Damascus, which is also recorded in Acts (Acts 9:25), affording confirmation of the narrative there. These incidental hints suggest the intensely interesting career which full knowledge of the Apostle's travels would have revealed, and show us in some slight degree the privations and dangers and afflictions summed up in that phrase 'the sufferings of Christ' (2 Corinthians 1:5).

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-24

Introductory Section
2 Corinthians 1:1-11. Salutation and Thanksgiving
After the usual epistolary introduction, St. Paul makes pointed reference to a severe trouble he has lately endured, and gives thanks to God for deliverance from it.

1. By the will of God] He asserts his divine call to office in presence of opposition: cp. 1 Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:1, and contrast Philippians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:1, in cases where his relations to the Church were happy. Saints] A common designation of the Christian converts. It reminded them of the life to which they were consecrated at baptism. Achaia] probably used in a loose popular sense for the country around Corinth: cp. 1 Corinthians 1:2.

2. Grace.. and peace] i.e. all good wishes for spiritual blessings.

3-7. Paraphrase. 'We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fount of all blessing and comfort, (4) for the comfort and courage He gives us in our trials, whereby we are enabled to comfort and encourage others. (5) For as we are brought into union with Christ by our sufferings for His sake, so are we brought into union with you by the comfort we receive from Christ. (6) And all our experiences both of trial and of comfort are for your spiritual benefit. (7) And we are confident that as ye now suffer as we did, so you will receive the blessing we received.'

5. The sufferings of Christ] Because they are met in Christ's service and borne in Christ's spirit: cp. Philippians 3:10. 

6. And whether, etc.] RV 'But whether we be afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or whether we be comforted, it is for your comfort, which worketh in the patient endurance of the same sufferings which we also suffer.' His sufferings caused them to repent (cp. 2 Corinthians 7:7-9), and his joy at their repentance gave them courage to persevere.

8-11. Paraphrase. 'For it is right, my friends, that you should know that I had to undergo very severe suffering in Ephesus, and was even at death's door. (9) This great danger taught me that my life is in the hand of God, (10) for He saved me from the danger, as He saves me continually, (11) even while you prayed for me, that you and many might give thanks for my preservation.'

8. Pressed, etc.] RV 'weighed down exceedingly.' Our trouble.. life] The nature of this trouble is not exactly known. A serious illness in Ephesus, aggravated at a critical stage by the startling news of the defection at Corinth, seems best to explain the hints and allusions in this passage. 

9. The sentence of death] RV 'the answer of death.' When he wondered whether the issue would be life or death, his own heart answered, 'Death.' That we should not trust] His recovery taught him a stronger faith in God. 

10. So great a death] i.e. death with the consciousness that his work in Corinth had been a failure. Doth deliver] RV 'will deliver': i.e. in future dangers which he already foresaw.

11. You also helping by prayer. St. Paul asks the prayers of the Corinthians, and tells them that they will thus help in his recovery. The Apostle always attached great importance to the prayers of others on his behalf (Romans 15:30; 1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1), and made a practice himself of praying for others (1 Corinthians 1:3; Philippians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 1:2). He knows, too, that, when praying for him, the Corinthians will be furthering the work he has at heart.

Thoughts Suggested by the Recent Crisis
(a) 2 Corinthians 1:12 to 2 Corinthians 2:2. The Sincerity of St. Paul's Intention to visit the Church 12-16. Paraphrase. 'The Apostle bases his expectation of receiving their prayers on the purity and sincerity of his conduct, especially in respect of his treatment of them. (13) He asserts that he writes nothing to them but what is common property, namely, that they mutually understand and glory in one another. (14) Some of them have acknowledged this all along, and he trusts that they will increasingly understand and sympathise with one another until their relations be perfected at the coming of Christ. (15) With this purpose in view he had planned at one time to make two visits to Corinth, (16) one on his way to Macedonia, and the other on his return to Asia by the same route.'

12. Simplicity] RV 'holiness.' Fleshly wisdom] mere cunning. Had our conversation] RV 'behaved ourselves.'

13. None other things] St. Paul seems to have been suspected of writing to individual members of the Church that he was not so satisfied with their conduct and attitude as he professed to be in his public letters. Read or acknowledge] or, perhaps, 'acknowledge and even maintain,' i.e. that he was now perfectly satisfied with them, and they with him. 

14. In part] Some had been faithful all the time.

The day of the Lord Jesus] the second coming (cp. 1 Corinthians 3:13; 1 Thessalonians 2:19), which the Christians believed to be at hand.

15, 16. The Apostle after his second visit to Corinth (the visit in sorrow, 2 Corinthians 2:1) had intended to pay another visit to Europe from Ephesus, in the course of which he would come to Corinth twice. His plan had been to sail from Ephesus to Corinth, and from there to go N. to Macedonia, then to turn and retrace his steps back to Corinth, and sail thence to Palestine in charge of the collection in time for the Passover. The Corinthians would thus have received a second benefit, i.e. two visits in the same journey.

17-24. Paraphrase. 'When you find me now writing from Macedonia before you have had a visit at all, you may think me changeable and capricious. (18) But I assure you solemnly I am not easily turned from my purposes. (19) You know that the Christ I preach is true and faithful, (20) for the promises of God which He brought to the world are unchangeable and sure. (21) Well, then, it is God who has appointed us to proclaim these promises (22), and has marked us for his own by the gift of His Spirit. (23) As He is steadfast in purpose, so are we His messengers. (24) For I have no desire to lord it over you, but only to help your Christian life.'

17. Lightness] RV 'fickleness.' According to the flesh] deceitfully. Two charges had been brought against the Apostle: (1) that in changing his plans he showed himself fickle, and (2) that he had said one thing while he purposed another. 18, 19. His word was not deceitful, but was as trustworthy as his gospel.

18. Yea and nay] i.e. the use of words with a double meaning. 

19. He appeals to his solemn preaching of Christ as the pledge of his sincerity. Silvanus] Silas (Acts 18:5).

20. In him are yea and.. Amen] Christ is the affirmation (the yea) and the fulfilment (the Amen) of God's promises. Amen] For the general Amen see 1 Corinthians 14:16. By us] as the instruments.

21. Paraphrase. 'Well, then, it is God who is continually strengthening the spiritual bond which unites both us and you to Christ, and who has set us apart to declare His message.'

21. The fact that St. Paul (like the Corinthians) was consecrated to God was the guarantee that he would be faithful in all his dealings with them. Stablisheth us with you in Christ] The underlying thought is that of the union of Christ and the Christian: cp. Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:3-5, and Intro. Anointed] sacramentally set apart to office. 

22. Sealed] marked us for His own. Given the earnest of the Spirit] bestowed the gift of the Spirit as the pledge and sample of all spiritual blessings to come: cp. Romans 8:23; Ephesians 1:14.

23. Moreover.. Corinth] Another reason for the Apostle's change of plan was consideration for their feelings. Record] RV 'witness.' To spare you] i.e. from censure. This refers to 2 Corinthians 13:2, 'If I come again, I will not spare'; 2 Corinthians 10-13 being the earlier severe letter (see Intro.). Came not as yet] RV 'forbare to come.'

24. Dominion] probably refers to an accusation made by the Judaisers that St. Paul was lording it over them. By faith ye stand] A difficult phrase; perhaps it means, 'You need no master over you, for you are grounded in the faith,' or, 'Your faith is a sufficient strength, security, and support.'

2 Corinthians 2:1-2. Continuation of explanation regarding his proposed visit.

1, 2. Paraphrase. 'It was therefore because I desired to spare your feelings that I resolved not to pay you another visit. (2) For such a visit would be painful to us both, because my joy could only be attained through your sorrowful repentance.'

1. Again.. in heaviness] a clear reference to a visit to Corinth, which gave him much pain, subsequent to his writing the First Epistle (see Intro.).

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-17
(b) 2:8-13. The Object and Results of the severe Letter
The Apostle reminds them that to produce this godly sorrow was the object of the letter he wrote before. He then speaks of one man who has caused him pain, asking them to remit the punishment inflicted already and forgive him, and telling them that he had written also to ascertain the extent of their obedience, and that if they were willing to forgive now, so was he. He then relates his anxious desire to hear what had occurred on their receipt of his letter—a desire so great that he had to push southwards to meet Titus and get the news.

3, 4. Paraphrase. 'My reason for writing sternly rather than paying another painful visit was that I wished to have happiness and not sorrow when I came. (4) I wrote the severe rebukes and exhortations with suffering and tears, not that I wished wilfully to grieve you, but that I hoped you would realise the love I bear you.'

3. I wrote] i.e. the painful letter of which 2 Corinthians 10-13 of the Second Epistle are probably a portion (see Intro.). In you all] He speaks thus generously now that he has found his confidence not misplaced.

5-9. Paraphrase. 'Now with regard to the person who has been the occasion of this grief, he has grieved not me only, but to some extent (not to be too harsh) the Church. (6) And the sentence pronounced by the majority is quite sufficient punishment for him. (7) Do not inflict any further punishment, but forgive and encourage him, lest he be driven to despair. (8) Show him that you are actuated by Christian love. (9) For the main purpose of my letter has been accomplished now that you have given proof of your readiness to obey me.'

5. Any] A definite person is meant, but now that punishment has brought him to repentance the Apostle merely hints at him. The same person is indicated in 2 Corinthians 7:12, where see note. 

6. Punishment] probably excommunication: cp. 1 Corinthians 5:4-5; (a different case). Of many] i.e. by the majority. 

7. Overmuch sorrow] The offender had now realised the heinousness of his offence, and the continuance of punishment would serve no good purpose, and might even do harm. 

8. Confirm your love] by restoring him to the Church.

9. The Apostle valued the act of discipline as much for the proof it afforded of the Corinthians' loyalty as for its effect upon the offender.

10-13. Paraphrase. 'I forgive any one whom you forgive; for I have no personal feeling in the matter, and it is only for your sakes that I speak of forgiveness at all, and I forgive in the spirit of Christ. (11) I forgive this man lest he be tempted by Satan to deny the faith, for we know that the adversary seeks to prevail against us. (12) I was so anxious to hear what you had done while I was engaged in successful work for Christ in Troas, (13) that I could not remain there when Titus did not come, but pushed on to Macedonia to meet him.'

10. In the person of Christ] either (1) as in His sight, or (2) as in His place, or (3) as having Christ living in me: cp. 2 Corinthians 1:21; 2 Corinthians 2:17. 

11. Get an advantage] by the man being lost to Christ, or by the estrangement of the Apostle and the Corinthians; perhaps both.

12, 13. St. Paul had gone from Ephesus to Troas on the coast of Asia Minor a short time after dispatching the severe letter to Corinth by Titus. He had expected Titus to meet him there with the news of the condition of the Church and of the way in which his letter had been received; but not finding him he became anxious and hastened on to Macedonia, where, probably at Philippi, he met Titus bringing good news. Troas] for other visits there see Acts 16:8-10; Acts 20:6-12. A door was opened] the preaching of the gospel found ready acceptance.

(c) 2:14-5:21. The Glory, the Joy, the Comfort, and the Inspiration of his Ministry
(c) 1. 2:14-3:6. The Apostle's True Letter Of Recommendation
The return of Titus with joyful news suggests thanksgiving to God, who has made the Apostle the means of spreading abroad the gospel message. St. Paul and his fellow-workers proclaim the gospel both to those who accept and to those who reject it. To the former it is a message of life; to the latter, of death. And no one can bear such a burden of responsibility unless he preaches with a pure purpose, and under a deep sense of accountability to God.

14. Causeth us to triumph] RV 'leadeth us in triumph.' The language is suggested by the triumphal procession of a Roman general. St. Paul thinks of himself as being a willing captive in Christ's train (cp. 2 Corinthians 10:5), and as spreading abroad the knowledge of Him like the pervading scent of the incense scattered as the procession moves onward. 

16. The figure of the triumphal procession is continued. 'Some of the conquered enemies were put to death when the procession reached the Capitol; to them the smell of the incense was “an odour of death unto death” to the rest, who were spared, “an odour of life unto life”' (Conybeare and Howson's 'Life of St. Paul'). For the thought suggested in these verses cp. John 1:11-12; John 9:39; 1 Peter 2:7-8; Revelation 22:11. Who is sufficient] the great responsibility of the preacher. The answer to the question is suggested in 2 Corinthians 2:17.

17. Many] RV 'the many'; i.e. those Judaising preachers of whom they had experience. These men had stirred up strife in the Church at Corinth by denying St. Paul's authority, accusing him of personal interest in the collection, and (what he resented most) impugning his doctrine. They insisted on the observance of the Jewish Law, and as St. Paul preached the gospel to the Gentiles without reference to the Law, they carried on a mission against him in the cities he visited, seeking to gain his converts over to their own narrow views and Jewish prejudices. It was a critical period for the Church both in Corinth and in other places (cp. Galatians 1:6-9; Galatians 3:1-4). 'The true question was no less than this: whether the Catholic Church should be dwarfed into a Jewish sect; whether the religion of spirit and of truth should be supplanted by the worship of letter and of form' (Conybeare and Howson). Corrupt] Make the gospel a means of personal gain. The opponents of St. Paul seem to have made personal profit out of the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 11:20); and at the same time to have charged the Apostle with having a personal interest in the money he was raising for the poor at Jerusalem: cp. 2 Corinthians 8:20; 2 Corinthians 12:17, 2 Corinthians 12:18.

As of God] i.e. as God's true servants. In Christ] i.e. in union with Christ. St. Paul was so entirely submissive to Christ's influence and inspired by His spirit that he spoke of Christ living in him, and of himself as living in Christ: cp. 2 Corinthians 1:21 and ref.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-18
This chapter is closely connected with what goes before, and carries on the vindication of the Apostle's conduct.

1-6. Paraphrase. 'In speaking thus highly of my motives I am not writing a letter to commend myself, nor do I need (like these opponents of mine) letters of recommendation either to you or from you. (2) You, my converts, are my best recommendation, for I think of you with gratitude as do all who know your faith and works. (3) You are, indeed, a very letter of Christ who has used me as His amanuensis, and bear the writing of the Spirit on your hearts. (4) It is such a result of my work as I see in you that assures me that God is using me as an instrument of Christ, (5) not that I trust in my personal ability, but that I look to God for help; (6) for it is He who has given me any ability I possess to proclaim the gospel of Christ.'

1. Again] probably refers to the passages in the severe letter (2 Corinthians 10-13) in which he defended himself and stated his claims to recognition: see especially 2 Corinthians 11:22-33; 2 Corinthians 12:1-5; 2 Corinthians 12:16-19.

As some] The Judaising leaders had probably brought letters from Palestine and charged St. Paul with having no such recommendations. Epistles of commendation] Such Epistles were commonly used in the early Church to introduce strangers; for examples see Romans 16 and Philemon, and cp. Acts 15:23-27; Acts 18:27.

2. Our epistle] i.e. of commendation.

Known and read] better, known and acknowledged: the Church was an unmistakable witness to the Apostle's labours. 

3. Forasmuch as ye are] omitted in RV. Ministered by us] The Apostle regards himself as the scribe of Christ who wrote Christ's words on their hearts. Not with ink, etc.] In this v. the figure is slightly changed; the writing is now that of the Spirit of God on their own hearts. It is no mere matter of paper and ink, but the work of the finger of God; it is written not like the old Law upon tables of stone, but upon living, human hearts. 

4. Such trust] i.e. such confidence in you as our letters of commendation. Through Christ to God-ward] my confidence is not in myself, but through Christ in God: i.e. I look to Him for strength and grace through Christ. 

5. To think any thing as of ourselves] RV 'To account any thing as from ourselves.'

6. Paraphrase. 'All my power in saving men comes from God, who has given me grace to proclaim a new covenant between Himself and His people—a covenant which is not a formal legal system, but an indwelling, spiritual power, for while the old covenant could only condemn the sinner to death owing to his inability to perform its demands, the new covenant inspires to faith and life.'

Sufficiency] i.e. ability. The new testament] not the book, but, as RV, 'a new covenant'—a new arrangement made by God for man's welfare to which he must submit himself. The letter killeth, etc.] The Law sets up an external standard, which, because we are unable to attain to it, puts us out of heart and makes us despair of success; the Gospel of Christ proclaiming pardon, and bringing us under Christ's influence, calls forth our faith and love, and inspires us ever upward and onward: cp. Romans 7, 8. The spirit is contrasted with the letter. It means the inward inspiring power of the Gospel.

(c) ii. 3:7-4:6. The Glory of the Gospel
The mention of the new covenant suggests a contrast between it and the old. The Gospel is more glorious than the Law, for it is not a lifeless Law but a life-giving Spirit. Therefore its apostles are eager to proclaim it to all. Those who cling to the Law are blind to the truth. But those who receive the Gospel are changed into the likeness of Christ.

7-11. Paraphrase. 'Now if the system which could only declare the sentence of death upon sin was glorious (and glorious it was, for at its giving the very face of Moses was transfigured), (8) the system which brings life and inspiration is more glorious still. (9) I repeat, if the Law was glorious, the Gospel is far more so. (10) For the glory of the Gospel puts the glory of the Law into shadow. (11) For if the transient be glorious, how much more glorious is the permanent!'

7. The ministration of death] i.e. the Law of Moses. Engraven] Exodus 32:16; Exodus 34:28. The face of Moses] The transfiguration of Moses' face (Exodus 34:29) is given as an example of the glory attending the giving of the Law. To be done away] The fading of the glory typified the transitoriness of the Law, which was to give place to the Gospel. 

8. Rather glorious] The Gospel was more glorious than the Law because it was a message of forgiveness and not of condemnation, and because it was not a mere legal system, but an inspiring summons.

9. Ministration of righteousness] better, 'of acquittal,' in contrast to 'of condemnation.' The gospel message is one of pardon and reconciliation. 

10. That excelleth] The glory of the Law is completely eclipsed by that of the Gospel, which offers forgiveness instead of condemnation. 

11. That which is done away, etc.] another aspect of the truth stated in 2 Corinthians 3:10.

12-18. Paraphrase. 'Since our hopes of the future of the gospel are so great, we speak frankly and boldly. (13) We do not seek to conceal anything as Moses concealed his face with a veil lest the people should see the glory fading from it. (14) Those who looked upon the giving of the Law did not understand that it was a temporary measure to convince them of sin; and even now their successors do not realise that it has been superseded by Christ, (15) but think that it still remains in force. (16) When, however, they receive Christ into their hearts, they will know the truth. (17) For Christ is the life-giving Spirit who leads men to the truth and sets them free from bondage. (18) And all we who have received Him, gazing as into a mirror on the glorious Personality of the Lord, are transfigured into His likeness in spirit and character in ever-increasing degrees of perfection, through the influence of the Lord who is the Spirit.' 

12f. The whole of this contrast between the glory of the new and the glory of the old dispensation seems aimed at the retrograde teaching of the Judaisers in Corinth. They sought to retain the rites and restrictions of the Law, and to conceal the full truth of the Gospel Which does away with the old legal system.

13. In this and the next two vv. we have a good example of St. Paul's habit of blending the allegorical with the historical interpretation of the OT.: see also Galatians 4:22-31. The reference here is to Exodus 34:33. Could not] RV 'should not.' The end of that which is abolished] i.e. the glory fading from his face. 

14. Blinded] RV 'hardened.' The same vail] Note the quick transition from history to allegory. The veil with which Moses covered his face to keep the Israelites from seeing the glory fading is typical of the spiritual veil which keeps Jews and Judaising Christians from seeing that the Law is transitory. Done away in Christ] i.e. when they will truly come under Christ's influence and power they will see that He has made the Law unnecessary, because they will experience the new spirit He bestows.

15. When Moses is read] i.e. when the Law is read: cp. Acts 15:21. 

16. It] i.e. their heart. The Law is incomprehensible without Christ.

17. The Lord is that Spirit] RV 'The Lord is the Spirit.' Christ is the life-giving Spirit. There is perhaps a reference to 'the ministration of the Spirit' in 2 Corinthians 3:8. The Spirit is Christ's Spirit: cp. Acts 16:7; (RV) Romans 8:9; 1 Peter 1:11. What is meant is that he who turns to Christ shall receive the illuminating and quickening Spirit. Liberty] freedom from the bondage of the Law is the primary meaning; but perhaps freedom from sin is included: cp. John 8:31, John 8:32.

18. He who keeps the memory and the example of Christ ever before his mind's eye, and tries to follow Him in his life, will gradually come to show in his own character and life an increasing likeness to his Lord.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-18
1-6. The messengers of this gospel are not afraid to proclaim it, for they preach Christ, who has revealed the glory of God.

1, 2. Paraphrase. 'Having this glorious gospel to preach, we proclaim it boldly. (2) We have nothing to do with methods and practices which cannot bear the light (like those of your false teachers), for we neither seek to undo another's work by unscrupulous hints and disgraceful insinuations, nor try to gain the favour of the Jewish Christians by false teaching about the relation of Christ and the Gospel to the Law of Moses. On the contrary, we proclaim the simple truth, and make our appeal to the conscience as in the sight of God.'

1. As we have received mercy] in his conversion from the blindness of Judaism. 

2. The hidden things of dishonesty] i.e. the disgraceful methods of gaining adherents used by the false teachers: see on 2 Corinthians 2:17.

3-6. Paraphrase. 'If our gospel is not understood by any, it is only by those (4) whose minds are dulled by sin. (5) For the subject of our preaching is not ourselves, but Christ. (6) As God at first created light, so has He created spiritual light in our hearts, that we might reflect His light, even the knowledge of His love revealed in Christ.'

3. Are lost] RV 'are perishing.' If some will not let the light of the gospel shine into their hearts, it is their own fault. 

4. The God of this world] cp. John 12:31; John 14:30. Worldly men make the devil their god by serving him, and thus serving him become even more worldly. Lest the light, etc.] For the thought, cp. Matthew 13:13-15. Image of God] Christ is the expression of God's character of love and holiness. 

5. Not ourselves] as do the false teachers. For Jesus' sake] Love to Jesus is his motive in seeking to serve the Corinthians.

6. For God.. hath shined] RV 'Seeing it is God that said, Light shall shine out of darkness, who shined in our hearts.' The reference is to Genesis 1:3. He who gave natural light gave also spiritual light.

(iii) 4:7-5:10. The Sources of the Apostle's Comfort in the Ministry, and the Hopes that give him Courage
7-18. This glorious gospel is entrusted indeed to frail and suffering messengers, but that is in order that the glory may be given not to man but to God. Life is a continual affliction and danger, but it enables the Apostle to learn how to comfort and edify the Corinthian converts, and he gladly suffers that many may learn the salvation of God and glorify His holy name, while he is upheld by the hope of the resurrection life.

7. This treasure] i.e. the work of the ministry. In earthen vessels] i.e. in a weakly body. Herodotus tells us that Darius Hystaspis melted his gold into earthen pots, which could be broken when it was wanted. 

8. We are troubled, etc.] Images are heaped one upon another in picturesque accumulation to express the fact that, in spite of many great trials (cp. 2 Corinthians 11:26; 2 Corinthians 12:10), the Apostle has grace given him to persevere.

10-12. Paraphrase. 'In suffering for Christ's sake we are drawn into close communion with Him who suffered and died on our behalf; and thus sharing His experience and “having this mind in us which was also in Him,” we are enabled to show forth in our life the power of Christ, whose indwelling influence gives us the victory over the temptations which these trials bring. (11) Indeed, it is for this very purpose that we are constantly brought into peril and affliction; (12) and the result is that, while we suffer and draw near even to death itself, your spiritual life is strengthened by the spectacle of our spiritual victory.'

10. Bearing about, etc.] He 'dies daily,' he 'stands in jeopardy every hour' (1 Corinthians 15:30-31) for Christ's cause, and thus he has learnt 'the fellowship of his sufferings' (Philippians 3:10; Colossians 1:24). In the body] cp. 2 Corinthians 1:5; Galatians 6:17.

11. Explaining and emphasising 2 Corinthians 4:10.

13-15. Paraphrase. '(13) Our faith is like that of the Psalmist, who spoke out of the depths of his inward conviction, and we speak what we verily believe. (14) For we are confident that God who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead will raise us also and unite us with you in the blessings of the resurrection life. (15) And all my experiences are a source of blessing to you, because as the grace of God enables me to overcome my difficulties, many of you are inspired by my testimony to rise to higher levels of Christian life, and to give thanks to God for so many mercies.'

13. The reference is to Psalms 116:10. 

14. By Jesus] RV 'with Jesus.'

15. The AV is here inaccurate. RV 'For all things are for your sakes, that the grace being multiplied through the many, may cause the thanksgiving to abound unto the glory of God.'

16-18. St. Paul goes on to speak of the things that comfort him in the presence of his trials. These are the strengthening of his spirit, the thought that the temporal is transient, and the assurance of a future life.

16. Though our outward man perish, etc.] These afflictions may weaken the body, but through them the spirit is strengthened. Experience shows us the truth of this in many cases; e.g. bodily weakness often produces beauty of character, and grey hairs bring wisdom: cp. for the thought, John 15:2; Hebrews 12:11.

17. Our light affliction, etc.] The affliction is light, and vastly outweighed by the glory which it helps to secure; seen in its true perspective, too, it is but momentary, while the glory is eternal. 

18. We look not] If we look at these afflictions they will loom so large in our view as to shut out the prospect beyond; therefore we look past them. The things which are seen] the material, including these afflictions. The things.. not seen] the spiritual, including the results of these afflictions in character and spiritual life.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-21
The subject of 2 Corinthians 4 is continued. St. Paul has been pointing out that amid bodily weakness and decay he is encouraged by the thought that the temporal is transient, while the spiritual is eternal. He now goes on to speak more particularly of the great prospect that sustains him—the replacement of the earthly material body by an eternal heavenly one. He hopes to survive till Christ's coming, and receive the heavenly body without passing through the experience of death: but, if it should be ordered otherwise, he has no fear of being left by death in the disembodied condition so repugnant to the Hebrew mind, for the eternal, spiritual body will still be given him, in which he will be presented to the Lord.

1-5. Paraphrase. 'A further reason for my courage in presence of difficulty and affliction consists in my knowledge that if my body undergo the dissolution of death, I shall be endowed by God with an imperishable heavenly body. (2) My hope, however, and desire is that while still alive and in possession of this earthly body I may simply be transformed at the coming of the Lord, (3) since, if I receive it thus, I shall not be left a disembodied spirit in the state of death. (4) Our material body is a burden under which betimes we groan; but, however we may be called to part with it, we may confidently cherish the expectation of being endued with something better in its place, i.e. we may hope to be clothed with the heavenly, resurrection body, and not left naked spirits. (5) It is for this very purpose God has wrought in us: besides, He has given us His Spirit as the pledge and instalment of the resurrection life.'

1. For] introduces an additional reason for courage. Even if his earthly tent be taken down, if his body be broken up by death, God has prepared a heavenly mansion for him, a resurrection body which is eternal. Tabernacle] rather, 'tent.' Building] contrasted with the temporary tent to which the earthly body is compared. Of God] RV 'from God.'

2. In this] i.e. in this present body. Clothed upon] St. Paul's idea was that the heavenly body would be superimposed upon the earthly one, at the same time transforming it. Conybeare and Howson render thus: 'Desiring to cover my earthly raiment with the robes of my heavenly mansion': cp. 1 Corinthians 15:51-54.

3. If so be, etc.] This is a parenthesis explaining clothed upon in the previous verse. AV and RV are both rather obscure: better, 'Since, once this heavenly body is assumed, we shall be in no danger of being found disembodied by death.' Naked] i.e. disembodied spirits. The shrinking of the ancients, both Jews and Greeks, from the disembodied state as they conceived it, is well known from its expressions in their literature. See, for example, the dreariness of the spirit-world portrayed in the eleventh book of the 'Odyssey.'

4. Burdened] by the anxiety of uncertainty. Not.. unclothed] The Apostle's desire was to gain the resurrection life without dying. He looked on Christ's coming as comparatively near at hand: cp. 1 Corinthians 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:15. 

5. He that hath wrought us] St. Paul here argues for immortality and the resurrection life from the instinctive longings of the human heart. God has planted these longings there; He has confirmed them by the pledge of His Spirit in conscience, aspiration, and all spiritual blessings; and He will not in the end disappoint us: cp. 'Thou wilt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption' (Psalms 16:10)—'Thou wilt not leave us in the dust:

Thou madest man, he knows not why:

He thinks he was not made to die; And Thou hast made him: Thou art just.' (Tennyson.)

6-8. Paraphrase. 'With this hope in our hearts we are always courageous. We know that while we live in this mortal body we are away from the Lord, and that when we put off this body we shall be in His presence; (7) (for we live in anticipation, not yet having realised the vision of Christ.) (8) We are courageous, I repeat; and are even ready to put off this mortal body and to be at home in the presence of the Lord.'

8. Absent from the body] St. Paul here grapples with the possibility of death before the second coming of Christ. To die was 'to be with Christ which is far better' (Philippians 1:23). Even death could not separate him from the love of Christ. If he did not then gain the full resurrection life, he would still be in Christ's presence. Perhaps his idea is that suggested in Revelation 6:9-11.

9. Present or absent] i.e. living or dead.

Accepted] RV 'well-pleasing.'

10. Appear] RV 'be made manifest'; our conduct and character being disclosed. Receive the things] i.e. the recompense of them: cp. Matthew 16:27; Revelation 22:12.

(iv) 5:11-19. The Love of Christ the Apostle's Inspiration
In the recollection of this judgment the Apostle preaches. His motive is wholly unselfish. It is the love of Christ which constrains him. For the love of Christ was shown in His dying for all men in order to transform them into a new life. If any man, therefore, be in Christ, he lives a new life through the mercy of God, who has reconciled us to Himself by sending His Son to be our Saviour, and has given to His Apostles the message of reconciliation.

11-15. Paraphrase. 'Seeing, then, that we realise the awe inspired by Christ our judge, we try to convince men of our faithfulness and unselfishness: to God, indeed, our sincerity is already manifest, and also, I trust, to you in your secret thoughts. (12) Do not think that this is mere self-commendation. Look upon it rather as suggesting the answer you may make to our enemies when they try to belittle our work and boast of their external advantages. (13) For if in our enthusiasm we are mad (as they say), it is for God's glory; or, if we are sensible, it is for your benefit. (14) For the love of Christ to men is our incentive; because we are convinced that in Christ's death for the sin of all we all received power to die to sin, (15) so that we should live a new and transformed life, thinking not of our own desires, but of His will who died for us and rose again.'

11. Terror] the reverence or fear inspired by the thought that Christ is judge (2 Corinthians 5:10).

We persuade men] i.e. of our sincerity, with a view to winning them. In your consciences] The Corinthians as a Church believed in the Apostle. 

12. Glory in appearance] The false teachers boasted of external advantages (perhaps of having seen the Lord), which were no evidence of character and spiritual life.

13. Beside ourselves] His enemies declared that he was mad; probably owing to his enthusiasm and vehemence in preaching: cp. Acts 26:24.

14. The love of Christ] i.e. the love Christ has shown towards us. Judge] i.e. have come to this conclusion. One died for all] i.e. as the head and representative of the race. 'In Christ's saving death the moral transformation of all, which I may call death to sin, was included, and his saving death had this meaning and purpose; namely, that they who are quickened into a holy life in Him should not live selfishly, but should give themselves up to His service who died and rose to save them' (Stevens).

16-19. Paraphrase. 'Since, therefore, it is holiness alone that is of importance, we, unlike our opponents, pay no attention to men's outward appearance and circumstances; even in the case of Christ, though I once regarded Him as merely a man and a Jew, yet I look at Him in this way no longer, but rather as my Saviour and Risen Lord. (17) Whoever then knows Christ in this higher way is indeed a new man. He looks on life from a higher point of view. His ideals and aspirations have been transformed: all things are new to him. (18) And this change is due to God, who removed the barrier sin had made between Himself and us, and gave to us his Apostles the message of His saving grace. (19) And that message is this, that in Christ's life and work we see God casting down the barrier that divided us from Him, and proclaiming forgiveness and love to all mankind: and this is the message of reconciliation which He committed to us.'

16. After the flesh] i.e. have regard to what is outward rather than to what is inward, to circumstances and position rather than to character and personality. Known Christ after the flesh] St. Paul once looked for a Messiah as a Jewish conqueror, and in the light of this expectation regarded Jesus as (at best) a prophet who had made claims which he was unable to substantiate, and whose career had terminated (perhaps deservedly) at Calvary; but now he looks on Jesus in the light of His atoning death and glorious resurrection, and sees in Him the Christ of God.

17. A new creature] or, as we would say, a new man. He looks on things from a different standpoint, tries them by a different standard, because he is united to Christ in such a way that he lives always under Christ's indwelling, purifying, and transforming influence. Are become new] A new world opens to the new man. 

18. All things] i.e. all these changes.

The ministry of reconciliation] the whole message of the gospel conveyed by preaching, teaching, the sacraments, and the example of Christians, assuring men of God's love and leading them to accept the will of God as revealed in Christ as their own. 

19. God was in Christ, etc.] When we see Christ teaching, healing, forgiving, comforting, and dying for men, we are to see there the expression of God's love and deep desire. In this atoning work Christ was 'the express image of His Person.' Reconciling the world unto himself] The desire for reconciliation came from God.

(d) 5:20-7:1. Appeal for Purity of Life
As an ambassador of Christ St. Paul entreats them to be reconciled to God. And not only does he make this entreaty in words; he appeals to them by his life and conduct in all the varied experiences through which he has to pass. He asks them for greater affection towards himself, and reminding them of God's promises to the pure, bids them keep themselves 'unspotted from the world.'

20, 21. Paraphrase. 'We, then, are ambassadors in Christ's place, conveying to you God's message and desire; we ask you, speaking in Christ's name, to accept this great salvation. (21) It was to secure our salvation that God gave up His sinless Son to death, making Him bear the penalty of our guilt, that we might be made partakers of His divine nature by submitting ourselves wholly to Christ's transforming influence.

20. Be ye reconciled to God] It is not God who needs to be reconciled to man, but man who needs to be reconciled to God. 

21. Made him to be sin for us] Christ had to bear not the guilt, but the burden of sin. He bore its penalty not as a punishment, but as the innocent suffers for the guilty; feeling all its shame and horror, but free from the sense of guilt and degradation. Hence St. Paul says not, 'He hath made Him to be a sinner,' but 'He hath made Him to be sin.' The spectacle of Christ thus bearing our penalty touches the heart and conscience, and makes us respond to the love wherewith He hath loved us: cp. Romans 8:3, Romans 8:4.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-18
I, 2. Paraphrase. 'Now it is as coöperators with God in this work that we exhort you not to make the grace of God fruitless in your life by continuing in sin. (2) For God has told us in Scripture of a time of grace and of a day of salvation; and this is that blessed time of grace and that day of salvation.'

1. Workers together with him] For the idea cp. 1 Corinthians 3:9. In vain] i.e. by an unholy life.

2. He (i.e. God) saith] The v. is a parenthesis. The reference is to Isaiah 49:8, God's words of comfort to His Suffering Servant. Behold, now, etc.] This is St. Paul's comment on the quotation. Accepted time] RV 'acceptable time.'

3-10. Paraphrase. 'We avoid all conduct which might bring reproach upon our ministry; (4) and try, on the contrary, to commend ourselves by acting as true ministers of God. (5) This is our aim in all the trials and persecutions we endure, (6, 7) for we seek to exhibit all the Christian graces both in our life and in our teaching. (8) Whether we are held in honour or defamed our object is the same: (9) we are looked upon as deceivers, but we remain true; we are obscure, but known by our work; we are often at death's door, but through God's grace we live; (10) we are cast down, but are enabled to rejoice through Christ; in our poverty we enrich many with spiritual blessings; though having nothing of ourselves we have all through Christ.'

3. Giving no offence] The main sentence beginning in 2 Corinthians 6:1 is here resumed, these words being in apposition with 'we as workers together with him.'

4. Approving ourselves] RV 'commending ourselves,' i.e. by our conduct in the various circumstances detailed.

In much patience, etc.] The Apostle's desire to commend himself is shown (a) in endurance of hardship and trouble (2 Corinthians 6:4); (b) in the persecutions and dangers incidental to a missionary life (2 Corinthians 6:5); (c) in the purity and sincerity of his Christian life (2 Corinthians 6:6-7); (d) by his conduct in presence of friends and enemies (2 Corinthians 6:8); (e) by the manner in which he met the ordinary experiences of his life (2 Corinthians 6:9-10). 

5. Stripes] cp. Acts 16:23; 2 Corinthians 11:23-33.

Imprisonments] Acts 16:23; 2 Corinthians 11:23. Tumults] Acts 13:50; Acts 14:5, Acts 14:19; Acts 18:12; Acts 19:23.

6. By] RV 'in.' The preposition 'in' is unchanged until the last clause of 2 Corinthians 6:7, 'by the armour,' etc.

The Holy Ghost] the translation, 'in a holy spirit,' is tempting, as it brings the clause into parallelism with the others. 

7. By the word of truth] i.e. in the preaching of the gospel.

By the power of God] i.e. in his exercise of all the powers entrusted to him by God. The armour of righteousness, etc.] The right-hand weapon was the sword for attack, the left the shield for defence. The Apostle's methods were fair and open, whether in attacking idolatry and vice or in defending himself against traducers. 

8. As deceivers] probably refers to the charges of his opponents.

10. Making many rich] i.e. with spiritual gifts. Possessing all things] i.e. all things of value for life and character in this world and a rich inheritance in the world to come: cp. 1 Corinthians 3:22-23; 2 Corinthians 4:18; 2 Corinthians 5:1.

11-13. The Apostle assures them of his deep affection for them before he lays upon them the strict injunctions which might prove unwelcome. 

12. Ye are not straitened, etc.] i.e. there is abundant room in my heart for you, but too little hitherto in yours for me.

Bowels] RV 'affections'; as frequently in Scripture. 

13. A recompence in the same] A return for his affection.

14-16. Paraphrase. 'Do not become entangled in alliances of any kind with unbelievers to your spiritual hurt. There is no relation possible between holiness and sin, between light and darkness, (15) between Christ and Satan, between the true and the untrue, (16) between the worship of God and the worship of idols: for we are indeed the very temple of the living God; and it is of us that He speaks in His Word, promising to dwell in us and to commune with us, making us His peculiar people, and calling us to purify ourselves and become worthy children of our heavenly Father.'

14. Unequally yoked together with unbelievers] The ever-present and ever-pressing temptation and danger was that they might be led into immorality through the abominable rites of idol-worship: cp. 1 Corinthians 5:9, 1 Corinthians 5:11; 1 Corinthians 6:15; 1 Corinthians 8:10-11; 1 Corinthians 10:14. Unequally] better, 'incongruously.'

15. Christ with Belial] For the idea cp. Matthew 6:24
Belial] Here used as a synonym for the devil. The meaning of this name is doubtful. There is no trace of the worship of any god under this name. It is used in the OT. in such expressions as 'sons of Belial,' 'men of Belial,' meaning 'wicked men': 1 Samuel 2:12; 1 Samuel 25:17, 1 Samuel 25:25; 2 Samuel 20:1; 1 Kings 21:10. 

16. The temple of the living God] cp. 1 Corinthians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 3:17. Ye] RV 'we,' according to the best Gk. MSS. God hath said] i.e. in the Scriptures: see on Leviticus 26:12. 

17. Saith the Lord] The words quoted are from Isaiah 52:11, freely rendered (2 Corinthians 6:17), with echoes of other OT. passages (2 Corinthians 6:18) like 2 Samuel 7:8; Isaiah 43:6; Hosea 1:10.

2 Corinthians 7:1. These promises] given in 2 Corinthians 6:16-18.

Filthiness] RV 'defilement.' Of the flesh and spirit] cp. Psalms 24:4. Perfecting holiness] For the thought cp. 2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 6:1; Hebrews 12:14.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-16
(e) 7:2-16. The Apostle's Joy in the Corinthians' repentance
St. Paul goes on to ask them to give him their affection, and renews his assurance of purity of deed and motive. He tells them of the suspense in which he had awaited their response to his 'severe' letter, and his joy at the return of Titus with good news. He is now glad that he vexed them by that letter—though he was inclined to regret his action for a time—because of its happy results in their attitude and conduct; and he concludes by expressing anew his affection for them, and his joy that mutual confidence has been restored.

2-4. Paraphrase. 'Give us your affection; we have done no man any injury either in influence or in character or in pocket. (3) I am not returning to this subject to blame you again, for whether I live or die I have the deepest affection for you. (4) I speak freely to you as I boast of you freely to others; I am greatly comforted, and rejoice exceedingly amid all my sufferings.'

2. Receive us] RV 'Open your hearts to us.' We have wronged.. corrupted.. defrauded no man] St. Paul is referring to charges that had been brought against him. For hints as to these, cp. 2 Corinthians 11:4, 2 Corinthians 11:7-8, 2 Corinthians 11:9; 2 Corinthians 12:14, 2 Corinthians 12:16, 2 Corinthians 12:17.

4. Glorying of you] i.e. boasting about you: cp. 2 Corinthians 9:2, 2 Corinthians 9:3.

Paraphrase. '(5) For when I came to Macedonia looking for your answer to my letter, I was troubled both by conflicts with enemies and by forebodings about you. (6) But God, who comforts those who are in trouble, comforted me by the arrival of my friend Titus. (7) Not only was I cheered by his presence, but by the comfort he communicated to me, which he had derived from your sorrow for your faults and your affection for me; so that my anxiety was transformed into joy.'

5. 'When I came to Macedonia': see Intro.

6. God, that comforteth] cp. 2 Corinthians 1:3, 2 Corinthians 1:4. Titus] was the bearer of the letter to the Corinthians mentioned in 2 Corinthians 7:8 : see Intro. 

7. The consolation wherewith, etc.] Titus was comforted by their repentance, and this comfort he passed on to St. Paul when he gave him the good news.

8. Though I did repent] The Apostle for a time feared his previous letter had been too severe. The letter was probably that of which 2 Corinthians 10-13 of the Second Epistle form the chief part: see Intro. 

10. Godly sorrow, etc.] The contrast is between repentance and remorse, between sorrow for sin and sorrow for its consequences: cp. St. Peter and Judas.

Repentance to salvation] cp. 'Heart-sorrow and a clear life ensuing' (Shakespeare). The sorrow of the world] i.e. grief that regrets not the sin, but the fact of being found out.

Death] Moral and spiritual ruin.

11, 12. Paraphrase. 'Your own repentance is a case in point. Yours was a godly sorrow, as the results proclaim; for it made you earnest to amend your ways, anxious to clear yourselves, indignant that you had been misled, afraid of the results of your conduct, anxious to see me, zealous for truth and justice, resolute in purifying the Church. In every respect you showed that you had no share in the offender's guilt, and no desire to shield him. (12) And this was the very purpose of that severe letter, not to secure the punishment of the offender, or to satisfy the resentment of the injured, but to cause you to recognise before God the feelings of affection and devotion with which you really regarded me.'

12. For his cause that had done the wrong.. for his cause that suffered wrong] The reference, of course, was obvious to the readers without particulars; but we are ignorant of some of the facts. It would seem that on the occasion of his brief visit St. Paul had been attacked and denounced by some leader of the disaffection in the Church, or else that Timothy on the occasion of his visit had been the object of vituperation; and that in either case St. Paul had insisted upon the punishment of the offender. This had now. been done. The doer of the wrong here is this leader of rebellion, and the sufferer either St. Paul or Timothy. This seems the most probable solution of the problem from the knowledge we possess. Our care for you] RV 'your earnest care for us.' The reading of RV is best attested by the MSS, and is more in harmony with the train of thought in 2 Corinthians 7:11. His letter was written to let them see the real feelings they had towards him, which were concealed for the moment by their irritation.

13-16. Paraphrase. 'Now that all has ended well, I am thankful; and my joy is increased because Titus also rejoices at your attitude. (14) For all that I said to him in your praise has been justified, and I am not ashamed of my boasting; (15) and the affection of Titus for you has increased since he visited you and saw your anxiety to do well. (16) I rejoice, therefore, that I have every confidence in you.'

14. Our boasting, etc.] Titus had evidently been rather despondent about the result of his mission with the letter when he started; but St. Paul had encouraged him by confident forecasts of the Corinthians' repentance.

15. With fear and trembling] not dread of punishment, but anxiety to fulfil their obedience: cp. Philippians 2:12.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-24
(a) 8:1-9. The Example of Macedonia
1-5. Paraphrase. 'I wish you to know how liberally and spontaneously the Churches of Macedonia have contributed to the relief of their fellow-disciples in Jerusalem, having first of all presented themselves to God's service.'

1. Do you to wit] RV 'make known to you.' The grace of God] the inspiration to give liberally. The churches of Macedonia] i.e. Philippi, Beroea, and Thessalonica, with, perhaps, others unknown to us: cp. Acts 16:12 to Acts 17:14; Acts 20:4. 

2. Their deep poverty] The Christians of Macedonia were very poor, and so their liberality was all the more marked.

3. Beyond their power.. of themselves] Their giving was bountiful and spontaneous.

4. The RV gives a better meaning: 'Beseeching us with much intreaty in regard of this grace and the fellowship in the ministering to the saints.' They desired the privileges (1) of being allowed to give, and (2) of making common cause in this ministry of kindness. 

4. The ministering] On the collection see Intro. 

5. First gave, etc.] the best of all giving. They surrendered themselves (not their money only) to God's will first, and then to the Apostle's guidance.

6-9. Paraphrase. 'The collection prospered so well here that we asked Titus to complete this work of charity which he organised on his former visit. (7) See, therefore, that you manifest this gift in the same degree as the others in which you abound. (8) I am not laying commands upon you; I am only telling you what has been suggested by the liberality of others in order to give you the chance of proving your sincerity. (9) But let me remind you of the great love of Christ, who divested Himself of the riches of His glory and became poor for your sakes, that by His self-denial and humility you might inherit eternal salvation.'

6. Titus] He organised the collection after the arrival of our First Epistle, which contained instructions about it: cp. 1 Corinthians 16:1; 2 Corinthians 12:18. 

7. This grace also] Liberality is a Christian grace as much as these others.

9. The grace of our Lord] the crowning example of liberality: cp. Philippians 2:5-8.

(b) 8:10-24. The Principles of Christian Liberality
The Apostle counsels them to complete their good work, tells them that the purpose of the collection is mutual sympathy and aid, and commends to their care Titus and two brethren who go with him.

10-15. Paraphrase. 'In saying this I am not laying a command upon you, for you have already manifested the spirit and practised the duty of giving this twelvemonth past. (11) Complete the offering according to your means, (12) for the willing mind is shown by gifts in accordance with your ability, and not by foolish prodigality beyond it. (13) My purpose is not to make others a burden upon you, (14) but to get you to supply what they lack, and them to supply what you lack; (15) thus acting on the principle of equality illustrated in the bestowal of the manna in bygone days, that none should have too much, and none too little.'

10. Advice] or, 'opinion,' i.e. as opposed to 'command.' A command was not needed in their case: cp. 1 Corinthians 7:6, 1 Corinthians 7:25. A year ago] A year had elapsed since they had first responded to the Apostle's suggestion of the collection.

11. Perform] better, 'make perfect.'

12. According to that a man hath] the true principle of Christian giving. The best commentary on it is Luke 21:1-4. 

14. Their abundance, etc.] A time might come when the relative positions of the Christians in the two cities would be reversed. 

15. The reference is to Exodus 16:18, but the meaning is somewhat different in the two cases. There the equality is the result of a miracle; here it is the result of mutual love and generosity.

16-24. Paraphrase. 'The zeal of Titus on your account causes us great thankfulness to God, (17) for he did not need my suggestion, but was eager to return to you. (18) With him we send our fellow-labourer, whose work in spreading the gospel is spoken of in all the Churches, (19) and who was chosen by those of Macedonia to accompany us in charge of this gift, to promote Christ's glory and to satisfy our own desire. (20) And his presence wards off all suspicion of our motives, and silences all criticism of the manner in which we distribute the funds collected; (21) for we desire to do what is honourable both in the sight of God and in the sight of men. (22) We also send with Titus and his fellow-disciple another brother whom we have learned to trust from much experience, and who is more zealous than ever since he has heard of your enthusiasm. (23) If any one asks about Titus, speak of him as my fellow-labourer among you; or if any one asks of the other brethren, they are sent by the Churches, and show forth in their lives the love of Christ. (24) Show, therefore, to them and through them to the Churches the proof of your love and the justification of my boast of you.'

18. The brother] His identity is uncertain, but we may look for him in the list given in Acts 20:4 of those who accompanied St. Paul to Jerusalem, excluding the delegates from Asia and including St. Luke, who joined them at Troas (Acts 20:5-6). Sopater has been suggested, as he is mentioned first in that list, though the representative of the smallest Church.

19. This grace] the collection. To the glory, etc.] The Apostle keeps in view that in aiding the poor he is furthering Christ's glory.

Declaration of your ready mind] RV 'to show our readiness.' The meaning is, 'in accordance with our strongly expressed desire.' The reason of the desire is indicated in 2 Corinthians 8:20.

20. That no man, etc.] Charges of this kind had already been made against St. Paul. He replied to them in 2 Corinthians 12:17-18, which was written previous to this: see Intro. This abundance] RV 'the matter of this bounty.'

21. Providing for honest things] RV 'For we take thought for things honourable.'

22. Our brother] perhaps St. Luke, if he is not 'the brother' of 2 Corinthians 8:18. I have] RV 'he hath.'

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-15
(c) 9:1-15. Exhortations to Generous Giving
There is no need to write to you about the purpose and necessity of the collection, for your zeal in the matter is well known, and has been used by me as a stimulus to the Macedonians. I send our friends to you only to make sure that our boast of you has not been vain. Remember that the blessing you receive will be in proportion to your giving, and that much spiritual benefit will come both to you and to them by this interchange of sympathy.

1. The ministering] St. Paul had already written on the collection in general (1 Corinthians 16:1-4), and had sent instructions by Titus on his first visit (2 Corinthians 12:18). The saints] the Christians in Jerusalem. 

2. The forwardness of your mind] RV 'your readiness.' A year ago] see on 2 Corinthians 8:10. Provoked] RV 'stirred up.'

4. We (that we say not, ye)] He bids them realise how much he would be ashamed before the Macedonian delegates if they were unprepared: at the same time he suggests in passing that he is sure their own shame would not be less than his.

5. Your bounty, whereof ye had notice before] RV 'your aforepromised bounty.'

Bounty, and not.. covetousness] He desired their gift to be ready before he came, that it might be evident to the delegates that they had given it of their own free-will, and did not need to have it dragged out of them through shame in his presence. 

7. As he purposeth in his heart, so let him give, etc.] i.e. do not let a man give what he grudges or because he feels that he must do as the others; let the open hand correspond to the willing spirit.

8-11. Paraphrase. 'And God has power to enrich you with all earthly blessings, that ye may have sufficient for yourselves and the means of helping those who need, (9) and so experience the fulfilment of the promise of God's Word. (10) Now God, who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will both provide for your wants and abundantly bless your charity and make it fruitful for good; (11) for your willingness to give freely of what you have freely received will cause those to whom we bear your bounty to give thanks to God for your thoughtful love.'

8. All grace] every earthly blessing that will give them opportunity of blessing others.

That ye.. may abound] The purpose of God's gifts to them is that they may share them with others: cp. for the thought 2 Corinthians 1:4.

9. As it is written] Psalms 112:9. His righteousness remaineth] In return for his generosity, God will give him continually the disposition to be generous; the charitable man has his reward in becoming more charitable—a true spiritual blessing.

12-15. Paraphrase. 'For this charity has a twofold benefit: it supplies the needs of the brethren in Jerusalem, and it makes them give thanks and praise to God. (13) They give glory to God because they see in this bounty the proof of your obedience to Christ, and they praise Him for your generous gift to them and to others, (14) while they express in prayer their fervent longing that all blessings may be yours. (15) God be praised for this great boon, whose blessedness no tongue can tell.'

12. The exercise of the gift of charity had both a material and a religious value.

13. Whiles by the experiment of this ministration] RV 'Seeing that through the proving of you by this ministration.' The reception of the collection would be proof to the Church in Jerusalem of the true Christianity of those who called themselves Christians in Corinth: cp. 1 John 4:20. 

15. His unspeakable gift] The establishment of these happy relations between the Churches, each giving thanks for the others and praying for their growth in all goodness, was a blessing from God beyond the power of words to express.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-14

(B) Chapters 10-13. St. Paul's Defence of his Ministry
As explained in the Introduction, this section is regarded as part of the intermediate letter, referred to in 2 Corinthians 2:3-4 and 2 Corinthians 7:8, in which the Apostle rebuked his converts, and sought to bring them to repentance. It is, therefore, to be taken as earlier in time than 2 Corinthians 1-9, which were written as the result of the Corinthians' reception of the intermediate or 'severe' letter.

Here the Apostle answers the charges of weakness and cowardice that have been brought against him, defends his preaching and his independence, points to the proofs of his apostleship in suffering and service, and finally warns them against evil and exhorts them to live a pure and holy life.

Verses 1-18
(a) 10:1-18. Answer to the Charge of Feebleness and Cowardice
The Apostle beseeches the Corinthians to act in such a way that he will not need to resort to extreme measures on the occasion of his forthcoming visit. He points out that his purpose is to make every man's thoughts subject to the power of Christ, and that he will punish any who are rebellious when the Church as a whole shall have returned to its obedience. He goes on to say that those who have been accusing him of cowardice will soon find themselves mistaken. He will make no boast that his record cannot justify, and he will boast chiefly of his success in converting the Corinthians themselves. This was a field of labour the Apostle had made peculiarly his own; and he hoped for the assistance of the Church in carrying the gospel further west. But let them not forget that the only glorying that was safe was that which came through seeking the approval of the Lord.

1. Now I Paul] If this is not the beginning of the 'severe' letter, it is evidently the beginning of a new subject. Possibly one leaf of the MS containing this letter was lost at an early date; and this loss led to the remaining portion being attached in course of time to the longer Epistle consisting of 2 Corinthians 1-9. By the meekness and gentleness of Christ] cp. Philippians 2:1. He invokes Christ's meekness to indicate the spirit in which he wishes to deal with his opponents.

In presence am base, etc.] This was their story, by which they sought to prejudice him in the eyes of the Church.

2. According to the flesh] i.e. in a worldly spirit. His enemies declared that he was one who sought his own advantage and tried to gain popularity by whatever methods seemed best at the moment. When he was at a distance, he issued commands and declared his authority over the Church; but when he came they found him a poor creature who was overawed by the firmness of the Church against him.

3-6. Paraphrase. 'We live in the flesh, and are subject to its weaknesses and temptations, like others; but we are not prompted by fleshly motives, such as dread of giving offence, or desire of popularity. (4) For we fight not in our own strength, but in the strength of God, and this reliance upon Him enables us to prevail against all opposition and prejudice, however strong or deep-rooted. (5) In this strength we shatter the false reasonings and assertions of our opponents, and bring back your rebellious thoughts into obedience to Christ, (6) while after we secure your submission, we shall certainly punish any who may still resist His will.'

4. Carnal] RV 'of the flesh.' Through God] RV 'before God.'

5. Imaginations] the false reasonings of his enemies. Every high thing] All the pride and self-satisfaction and self-delusion which made the Corinthians rebel against him. Bringing into captivity] The Apostle describes the Corinthians in a metaphor as rebels in possession of a castle (2 Corinthians 10:4) with battlements and high towers, (2 Corinthians 10:5) which he must attack in order to capture the defenders. 

6. Disobedience] There may be some contumacious to the bitter end.

7-10. Paraphrase. 'You are too much influenced by appearances. My opponents say that I do not act as an Apostle of Christ, do they? Be sure that I am just as devoted a servant of Christ as any who assert their superiority. (8) Even if I boasted of my authority which Christ has given me, I should still be justified. (9) I write this to show that I am not seeking to terrify you by empty threats, (10) for, according to my opponents, my presence among you and my appeals were alike ineffective.'

7. Do ye look, etc.] RV 'Ye look at the things that are before your face.' As he is Christ's, even so are we] St. Paul claims that his relation to Christ is as close as that of any of his opponents: cp. 2 Corinthians 13:3, 2 Corinthians 13:4. For the Christ party see Intro. 1 (b). Some think that the leaders of this party claimed to have known Christ during His earthly life. 

10. His letters]. They had at this date received at least two from St. Paul, (1) that mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5:9, and (2) our First Epistle. His bodily presence is weak] i.e. his action is feeble when he is present. His speech contemptible] RV 'of no account'; i.e. produced no effect. Possibly the Apostle pleaded with them rather than asserted his authority. He was an eloquent speaker (Acts 14:12). 11. Will we be] RV 'are we.'

12. We dare not] RV 'we are not bold': cp. 2 Corinthians 11:2. His confidence was not based on comparison with his opponents. Not wise] RV 'without understanding.' Such a method of self-commendation is useless and foolish.

13-18. Paraphrase. 'Others may boast without reason, but we will make no boast which cannot be justified by our work—a work which includes your conversion. (14) For in claiming you as our converts we are not making too great a boast. (15) And we are not taking credit for other men's labours as our opponents are for ours, but are rather hoping that as your faith increases so also will our influence, (16) that we may be aided to preach the gospel in districts beyond your city, and not seek, as some are doing, to claim credit for success where others have laboured before us. (17) The only safe rule about boasting of success is this: He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. (18) For self-praise is no attestation of the work that is done; that attestation is only shown when God's blessing attends and prospers it.'

13. Without our measure] outside our province. He will only boast of work done by himself, and that included preaching the gospel in Corinth. The measure of the rule, etc.] RV 'The measure of the province which God apportioned to us as a measure, to reach even unto you.' St. Paul's province was heathendom, and that included Corinth.

14. We are come] He was the first to preach Christ in Corinth. 

15. Not boasting, etc.] RV 'not glorying beyond our measure, that is, in other men's labours; but having hope that as your faith groweth, we shall be magnified in you according to our province unto further abundance.' Of other men's labours] The suggestion is that his opponents do so. We shall be enlarged] As their faith increased and their Christian life became more manifest, his name would become better known, his influence would increase, and his sphere of service would be much extended, according to his rule of making a Church the starting-point for further efforts.

16. The regions beyond you] These chapters were written in Ephesus; hence this would refer to Rome, and perhaps Spain. Rome was already in his mind (Acts 19:21), and soon after this date he wrote of going to Spain (Romans 15:24, Romans 15:28). Not to boast in another man's line of things made ready] RV 'not to glory in another's province in regard of. things ready.'

17. Cp. Jeremiah 9:23; 1 Corinthians 1:31. In the Lord] The only boasting is to be of Him who gives the blessing. 

18. Not he that commendeth himself] Contrast between himself and his accusers is implied. The true test is the success of the work, not the self-advertisement of the workers.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-33
(b) 11:1-15. Defence of his Gospel and of his Independence
St. Paul says that he also will now boast a little, for he is as much an Apostle as those whom they prefer. If he refuses monetary support from them, it is in order to prevent these false teachers charging him with making gain of the ministry.

Paraphrase. '(1) Bear with me a little if I begin to boast foolishly? Yes; do bear with me. (2) My affection for you makes me apprehensive, even as I may say that God also is apprehensive regarding you; for I have as it were betrothed you to Christ, and cannot endure that you should be unfaithful to your troth. (3) I fear lest these false teachers corrupt your minds, even as Satan with his smooth tongue corrupted Eve.'

1. In my folly] Spoken in irony. They bear with others; why not with him? Possibly they had spoken of his words when with them as folly. 

2. Godly jealousy] lit. 'the jealousy of God.' I have espoused you] cp. Ephesians 5:25-27; 2 John 1:1, 2 John 1:13; Revelation 19:7; Revelation 21:2; Revelation 22:17. 

3. The simplicity that is in Christ] i.e. the pure gospel that salvation is by faith in Christ alone.

4-6. Paraphrase. 'And my fear is not without reason, for you are certainly very favourably inclined towards those who bring quite a different gospel from that which I preached. (5) But if you tolerate them, you can surely tolerate me, for I venture to think that I am quite as good in every way as these very eminent apostles of yours. (6) I may know little of the art of speaking (as they say), but at least I know something of divine truth, as is abundantly clear from my work among you.'

4. He that cometh] i.e. any new arrival claiming to be an Apostle. Preacheth another Jesus] These preachers, who were hostile to St. Paul, proclaimed Jesus as a Jewish teacher who demanded strict adherence to the Law, and declared that those who became His followers must observe the rites of Judaism. This was their other gospel, which showed another spirit than that of St. Paul—the spirit of prejudice and exclusiveness. Ye might well bear] rather, 'ye bear with him nobly.' The Apostle writes ironically. 

5. The very chiefest apostles] RM 'those preëminent apostles'; i.e. of course not the members of the apostolic band like St. Peter and St. John, but the false teachers to whom he is constantly referring. 

6. Rude in speech] Evidently a stock charge of his enemies: cp. 2 Corinthians 10:10.

7-9. Paraphrase. 'Is it a fault in your eyes that I took nothing from you while labouring for your spiritual benefit, but gave you the gospel gratuitously? (8) I took more than their due from others to promote my mission to you, (9) and anything I wanted when among you I received not from any of you, but from the brethren who came from Macedonia. Hitherto I have been independent of your gifts, and so I intend to remain.'

7. An offence] His very independence had been used against him. For his practice cp. 1 Thessalonians 2:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:8. 

8. Other churches] especially the Philippian Church (Philippians 4:15-16).

9. Wanted] RV 'was in want.' His supplies gave out. The brethren] perhaps Silas and Timothy (Acts 18:1, Acts 18:5).

10-15. Paraphrase. 'I assure you, by the truth of Christ within me, that I shall permit no one to interfere with the grounds of this boast in the district of Achaia. (11) And that, too, not because I despise you and contemn your gifts, (12) but because I am determined that my opponents shall have no occasion to charge me with selfishness, but that they may show themselves as disinterested as I am. (13) For they are really hypocrites and deceivers, pretending to be apostles of Christ. (14) Their master, Satan, is accustomed to masquerade as an angel to further his base designs. (15) We cannot wonder, therefore, if his servants pretend to be servants of God; but their punishment shall be suited to their actions.'

10. As the truth of Christ is in me] an adjuration calculated to impress them: cp. Romans 9:1
This boasting] of preaching the gospel without cost to them. 

11. Because I love you not?] This was the reason his enemies gave for his independence of the Corinthians. God knoweth] that I love you. 

12. That wherein they glory, they may be found even as we] The 'false apostles,' or Judaisers, received support (2 Corinthians 11:20) as due to their apostleship. Had St. Paul done so they would have charged him with greed; but he is determined not to give them the opportunity. And by refusing support he hopes to force them to refuse it also, and thus to cause their other charge—that he feared to take it because he doubted his apostleship—to recoil upon themselves.

13. False apostles] He now exposes them in plain terms. Transforming themselves] RV 'fashioning themselves,' and so in next v.

14. Satan himself.. into an angel of light] tempting men by making evil seem good, 'making the worse appear the better reason.'

(c) 11:16-12:18. The Evidences of his Apostleship in suffering and Service
The Apostle goes on to show that if he begins to boast, he has far more to boast of than the Judaising teachers. In nationality he is their equal, in labours carried on and sufferings endured for the gospel he is far their superior; he has had visions and revelations of the Lord which they cannot claim. The only thing in which they might find fault with him was his refusal of support from them. But in that lay his safety in dealing with his enemies: no one could say that either he, or any one sent by him, had made any profit out of the Church.

Paraphrase. '(16) Again I say, Do not think me a fool; or, if you do think me a fool, let me indulge, like your other apostles, in a fool's boasting. (17) I am not speaking now under the inspiration of Christ; I am only answering fools according to their folly. (18) Since many other teachers are boasting of their qualifications, I shall boast of mine. (19) For you who are so wise yourselves, have a great appreciation for fools. (20) You are very patient with people who delude and cheat you, and who insult and injure you.'

16. A fool] The repetition of this word so frequently suggests that he had been jeered at as a fool among the members of the Church. This whole passage (2 Corinthians 11:16-20) is full of irony.

17. Not after the Lord] entirely on his own responsibility. He is very jealous of Christ's honour. 

18. After the flesh] i.e. of their worldly advantages: cp. 2 Corinthians 11:22, 2 Corinthians 11:23. 

19. Suffer] RV 'bear with.'

20. If a man] i.e. any of his Jewish opponents. Bring you into bondage] to the Ceremonial Law: cp. Galatians 2:4. Devour] make money out of you: cp. Mark 12:40; Luke 22:47.

Take of you] RV 'taketh you captive.' Smite you] may be literal, but is more probably figurative, denoting the extreme of insult and impudence.

21-29. Paraphrase. 'I confess to my shame I was far too weak, as they call it, to act in that way. But if there is to be boasting, I am a fool and can boast too. (22) Are they of the chosen race claiming Abraham as their ancestor? I am on an equal footing with them. (23) Do they boast of their missionary service? I am ready to compare my service with theirs, and the comparison will not be in their favour (though, of course, all such boasting is madness). I have been in far more trials and punishments and dangers than they. (24) How often have I been beaten, (25) scourged, stoned, in danger of my life by shipwreck! (26) How many risks have I run in the course of my wanderings! (27) How much suffering and privation have I endured! (28) And do not forget my daily burden of anxiety in the oversight of all the Churches; (29) for I enter into the feelings of my tempted and sinning brethren.'

21. As concerning reproach] RV 'by way of disparagement.' 'I admit to my own shame that I was incapable of acting as such an one.' The words are, of course, ironical. 

22. Hebrews] by descent. Israelites] in privilege.

The seed of Abraham] in respect of promised blessings. There is probably a climax in the order. 

23. I am more] i.e. in a higher degree, as I can easily prove. In deaths] in danger of death: cp. Acts 14:19. 

24. Forty stripes save one] A Jewish punishment: cp. Deuteronomy 25:3. Only thirty-nine were given lest by a miscount the number were exceeded. None of the five cases is mentioned in Acts. 

25. With rods] A Roman scourging, as at Philippi (Acts 16:22).

Stoned] at Lystra (Acts 14:19). Shipwreck] The only instance recorded in Acts was later than this. In the deep] floating on wreckage or on a raft. 

28. Beside those things that are without] i.e. besides these exceptional troubles, there is the daily anxiety for the Churches. Or, as others suggest, 'besides all the rest which I do not mention.'

29. And I am not weak] The Apostle shares the sufferings of others by sympathy. Offended] RV 'made to stumble,' i.e. led into sin. Burn] i.e. with anger.

30-33. Paraphrase. 'If, however, I must boast in self-defence, I shall boast about my weakness and helplessness; for I shall thus make it plain what Christ has done by means of such a feeble servant. (31) And God is my witness that I speak the truth. (32) From the very outset I have endured ignominy; for in Damascus the governor sought my life, (33) and I had to make my escape through the window of a house built on the city wall, being lowered in a basket by night.'

32. Damascus] This event in his career happened either immediately after his conversion, or after his return from his subsequent sojourn in Arabia: cp. Acts 19:9 and Galatians 1:17. Aretas] This king (Aretas IV) ruled Arabia Petræa from 9 b.c. to 40 a.d. Damascus was taken by the Romans in 65 b.c., and was retained by them until about the time here mentioned, when it seems to have been restored to Aretas from motives of policy.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-21

His Privileges and Trials
The Apostle unwillingly resumes his boasting and tells of a revelation he received from God; but returns again to dwell on his weaknesses, and especially on his bodily infirmity, through which Christ's grace was manifested.

Paraphrase. '(1) It is not expedient for me to boast again: I have really been compelled to do it. I will now mention my experiences of divine visions and revelations, (2) Fourteen years ago I experienced such a divine ecstasy that I knew not whether I was still in the flesh or whether I had been translated to another sphere. (3) I repeat, I did not know in what state of being I was; (4) but I had a divine revelation which caused me unspeakable joy and taught me truths too deep for words to express.'

1. It is not expedient, etc.] RV 'I must needs glory though it is not expedient'; i.e. in self-defence. 

2. I knew (RV 'know') a man] St. Paul is speaking of himself, of course, as 2 Corinthians 12:7 shows. In Christ] so much devoted to Christ and under His influence, that Christ completely dominated him and, as it were, lived in him. Whether in the body.. out of the body] The Apostle was in a trance or ecstatic state in which consciousness of the outer world was for the time suspended: sight, hearing, feeling were gone, and he was lost in contemplation of the divine. His reference to the experience is too vague for us to draw any conclusions from it: it must be remembered that he was not giving information about his revelations, but only mentioning the facts to prove that he was 'not a whit behind the very chiefest Apostles.' The third heaven] the highest state of bliss. 

3. And I knew] repetition of 2 Corinthians 12:2 for emphasis. 

4. Into paradise] Paradise is used as a synonym for the third heaven of 2 Corinthians 12:2. The word is used in the NT. for the abode of the blessed after death: cp. Luke 23:43; Revelation 2:7. Lawful] better, 'possible.'

5, 6. Paraphrase. 'I can boast of these experiences, for they were due to no labours or merits of my own; but I will not boast of anything I have done myself, though I may speak of my weaknesses through which God's grace toward me has been manifested. (6) For even if I wanted to boast of all the privileges I have received, I should be justified, for my words would be true; but I am unwilling that any one should be led to think of me more highly than my services warrant.'

5. Of such an one] He can boast of these experiences because they do not glorify him as an individual. Of myself] He will not boast, as he might, of what he has done.

7-10. Paraphrase. 'And lest I should be uplifted by spiritual pride as the result of these revelations, a painful bodily weakness—the very work of Satan—was inflicted upon me. (8) I prayed earnestly for the removal of this affliction; (9) but the Lord answered me saying, “My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” And therefore I rejoice in my sufferings, because it is in enduring them that I realise most clearly that Christ is helping me. (10) I am glad when trials and persecutions for Christ's sake are my lot, for in my moments of greatest weakness I am strengthened with power from on high.'

7. A thorn in the flesh] some extremely painful bodily disease whose symptoms recurred at intervals. Some, like Lightfoot, suggest epilepsy; others, like Farrar, ophthalmia; and Ramsay holds that it was malarial fever: cp. Galatians 4:13-15. The messenger of Satan] RV 'a messenger of Satan.' For the idea, cp. Job 2:5-7; Luke 13:16; Acts 10:38.

8. The Lord] Christ, as 2 Corinthians 12:9 shows. Thrice] He probably made this 'thorn' the subject of earnest prayer on three special occasions: cp. Matthew 26:44.

9. My grace, etc.] 'It is enough for thee that thou hast my grace; my power makes itself felt when there is no other support' (Stevens). For the thought, cp. Luke 22:43; Psalms 20:6; Psalms 138:3. The best answer to prayer is the consciousness of the support of the unseen Hand. Rest upon] RV 'cover.'

11, 12. Paraphrase. 'Well now, you have compelled me to boast like a fool. I should not have needed to do so, for you ought to have spoken in my defence; but I think I have shown that insignificant though I be, I am at least on an equality with these preëminent apostles of yours. (12) You certainly had all the proofs of my true apostleship in the work I did and the conduct I exhibited among you. (13) For wherein did I treat you differently from other Churches except in my refusal of support from you? Pray forgive me this great injury.'

11. I ought to have been commended] Instead of listening to his detractors they should have vigorously defended him. Though I be nothing] i.e. as my enemies say. 

12. Signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds] miracles in various aspects. That St. Paul claimed to have wrought miracles is evident also from Romans 15:18-19 : cp. Galatians 3:5. 

13. Forgive me] The verse is ironical.

14-18. Paraphrase. 'I am now about to pay you a third visit, and, as on former occasions, I shall accept nothing for my support. It is not your possessions but your very selves that I want; for you are my spiritual children, and it is not customary for children to lay by wealth for their parents, but rather for parents to lay by for their children. (15) And I am ready to give all I possess to win your souls. Are you going to continue indifferent to my love for you? (16) But some have been saying that while I took nothing from you directly, I was cunning enough to rob you indirectly. (17) Well, I appeal to yourselves. Did any of the brethren I sent take anything from you? (18) When Titus and his companion visited you, did they not live and act exactly as I had done?'

14. The third time] His former visits were (1) the visit recorded in Acts 18, when he founded the Church, and (2) the short visit 'in sorrow,' not mentioned in Acts, but referred to in Acts 2:1 : see Intro. 1 (c). I will not be burdensome] see on 2 Corinthians 11:7-12. Not yours, but you] cp. 2 Corinthians 8:5. The parents for the children] He wished to act towards them as a self-denying parent: cp. 1 Corinthians 4:14, 1 Corinthians 4:15. 

15. Though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved] RV 'If I love you more abundantly, am I loved the less?'

16. But be it so] He now meets another insinuation: this one is disposed of.

18. I desired (RV 'exhorted') Titus] This visit of Titus must have been made at an earlier period than that referred to in 2 Corinthians 2:13 and 2 Corinthians 7:6 and that intimated in 2 Corinthians 8:6, 2 Corinthians 8:17 as about to be made. There were evidently three visits of Titus to Corinth: (1) that here mentioned and referred to in 2 Corinthians 8:6 ('as he had begun'), during which he seems to have organised the collection; (2) that referred to in 2 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Corinthians 7:6, when he went to quell the rebellion, bearing this very letter (2 Corinthians 10-13); (3) that referred to in 2 Corinthians 8:6, 2 Corinthians 8:17, when he conveyed 2 Corinthians 1-9. See Intro.

(d) 12:19-13:10. Warnings against Evil and Exhortations to Holiness
The Apostle reminds them that he is not pleading his cause before them, but writing for their edification.

Paraphrase. '(19) Do you think that all I have been writing is a defence of my conduct to satisfy you? It is not you, but God, who will judge me. What I have written is for the purpose of helping you to strengthen character and raise the standard of Christian life. (20) I am afraid lest when I visit you I find you unrepentant and obstinate, and I have to use severity. I am afraid lest the dark passions and vices I reproved still disfigure the Church, (21) and lest I be distressed and humiliated by the impenitence and shamelessness of those who were given to sensual sins and still continue their evil habits.'

19. Again, think ye] RV 'Ye think all this time that we are excusing ourselves,' i.e. pleading our cause. In Christ] as inspired by Christ's Spirit through living in union with him. For your edifying] He seeks not their favourable verdict, but their growth in goodness. 

21. When I come again] The 'again' should be joined with the next clause, 'God will again humble me.' He had been humbled at his last visit—the visit 'in heaviness' referred to in 2 Corinthians 2:1.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-14
The Apostle announces a third visit, and exhorts them to repentance. He expresses his desire for their growth in grace.

Paraphrase. '(1) This is the third visit I am about to pay you. On this occasion I shall proceed to punish these gross sinners after hearing all the evidence. (2) I repeat now what I said on my second visit, that those who persist in sin will find me stern in punishment. (3) And why am I thus severe? Because you demand proof that I possess Christ's authority, though that proof should be found in your own experience. (4) Christ indeed as a helpless man submitted to the death of the Cross, but in the power of God He still lives; and in the same way, in the Spirit of Christ, we have shown a forbearance which you mistook for weakness; but in the power of God we shall exhibit our strength when we come.'

1. The third time] see on 2 Corinthians 12:14. Two or three witnesses] Quoted from Deuteronomy 19:5. It seems to mean 'in accordance with the principles of justice I will act.' But some think the three witnesses mean the Apostle's three visits, and that he is interpreting the quotation allegorically, in accordance with his custom elsewhere: cp. Deuteronomy 3:12-18; Galatians 4:22-31. Thus Prof. Stevens paraphrases: I shall visit you a third time, and thus I shall have concerning you a threefold testimony, such as the Law requires to establish a cause.'

2. Which heretofore have sinned] i.e. old offenders still impenitent. All other] RV 'all the rest.'

3. Which to you-ward is not weak] Christ's power had already been made manifest among them: cp. 1 Corinthians 1:5-8.

4. Through weakness] i.e. in the human weakness he assumed of his own accord: cp. Philippians 2:6-8.

5. Paraphrase. 'Do not be so anxious to test me. Test yourselves. Do you not know that Christ's Spirit is in you, guiding your life, unless you are false disciples? I hope, at any rate, that you will learn that I am no false Apostle.'

5. Examine yourselves] i.e. not me. Reprobates] counterfeits.

7-10. Paraphrase. 'We pray to God that you may lead a pure and holy life, not to do us credit, but because it is right, even though we be like false apostles. (8) For our authority is given us to advance what is right, and not to hinder it. (9) We rejoice when we have no need to reprove you, for then your Christian life is healthy; and this is what we most earnestly wish, that you become more and more perfect in all Christian graces. (10) It is, believe me, for this reason that I have written to you these earnest remonstrances, because I do not wish to visit you in anger and severity. I have no desire to use the authority that Christ has given me in degrading and punishing you; for its true purpose is to strengthen my hands in helping you to become increasingly pure and holy in spirit and character.'

7. As reprobates] i.e. as if we had no authority, because we shall not need to show it. 

8. Against the truth] He has no pleasure in their evil-doing, although it gives him opportunity to exercise his authority.

9. When we are weak] i.e. when our authority is in abeyance: cp. 2 Corinthians 13:4. 

10. To edification, and not to destruction] RV 'for building up, and not for casting down.'

(e) 13:11-14. Conclusion and Benediction
The Apostle gives them his parting greeting, and bids them try to live a pure and holy life. He sends greetings from their Christian brethren, and invokes the blessing of God upon them.

11. Farewell] RM 'rejoice.' A cheerful parting message. 

12. An holy kiss] the token of brotherhood in the early Church: cp. Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; 1 Peter 5:14.

14. The grace, etc.] the fullest of St. Paul's benedictions. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ] see 2 Corinthians 8:9. The love of God] Perhaps including both the sense of His love for us and the love which He inspires in us. The communion of the Holy Ghost] the sense of His presence and guidance. Be with you all] The prayer is for all, those who rebelled as well as those who continued faithful.

The subscription in AV, 'The second Epistle.. was written from Philippi,' etc., is of no authority whatever. For the places where the two parts were written see Intro.

