《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - Acts》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
The former treaties; the gospel of Luke. The book of Acts was written by Luke, and addressed to the same individual to whom he addressed his gospel. Luke 1:3. 

Began both to do and teach; the meaning is, that he has given Jesus’ works and teachings from the beginning. 

Verse 2
The day in which he was taken up; taken up to heaven. Luke 24:51. 

Verse 3
His passion; his suffering, especially on the cross. As the resurrection of Christ was a demonstration of his Messiahship, and of the truth and justice of his claims, God has given to those who have the Bible infallible evidence of the absolute certainty of that great event. 

Verse 4
The promise; the promise of the Holy Spirit. 

Heard of me; John 14:16; John 14:26; John 15:26; John 16:7-13. 

Verse 5
John truly baptized with water; Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33. 

Verse 6
Restore again the kingdom; the temporal kingdom, by delivering the Jews from the power of the Romans. 

Verse 7
The times or the seasons; for the establishment of earthly kingdoms. The words contain a general rebuke of that curiosity which engages men in vain questions about the times and seasons of God’s providential dealings with men. The more eagerly good men pry into what is not revealed, and what God did not design that they should know, the more likely they will be to misapprehend and neglect what he has revealed, and what deeply concerns both themselves and their fellow-men. It is therefore the dictate of wisdom always to remember, that secret things belong unto God, and things revealed to us and our children. Deuteronomy 29:29. 

Verse 8
Ye shall receive power; he turns away their thoughts from these vain inquiries to the spiritual office and work for which they are about to be furnished from on high. 

Verse 10
Two men; angels in the form of men. Luke 24:4; John 20:12. 

Verse 11
So come; come to judgment. Matthew 26:64; Revelation 1:7. The certainty that Jesus Christ will come to judgment should lead every man to continue in the faithful discharge of his appropriate duties, that when the Saviour shall appear he may be found ready, and lift up his head with joy, knowing that his eternal redemption has come. 

Verse 12
A sabbath-day’s journey; a little less than a mile. 

Verse 14
Mary the mother of Jesus; this is the only time she is mentioned after the resurrection of Christ, and she was with other redeemed sinners supplicating God for mercy. The fact that Mary the mother of Jesus attended with others, when they met to implore divine mercy, is evidence that she, as well as they, needed mercy; that she was a sinner, and like other sinners, could be saved only through the rich grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 16
This scripture; that quoted in verse Acts 1:20. 

Verse 18
This man purchased; he was the occasion of purchasing, as it was purchased with the money which he received for betraying Christ. 

Falling headlong; he first hanged himself, Matthew 27:5, and then fell as here mentioned. 

Verse 20
The book of Psalms; Psalms 69:25; Psalms 109:8. 

Bishopric; office. Men may be as free and accountable, as praise worthy or blame worthy in doing what the Bible declared before they were born that they would do, as if it had said nothing about them. 

Verse 22
From the baptism of John; the time when Christ entered on the duties of his public ministry. 

Verse 24
Which knowest the hearts of all; this is the peculiar prerogative of God. 1 Chronicles 28:9; Psalms 139:1; Psalms 139:23; Jeremiah 17:10; John 2:24-25; John 21:17; Revelation 2:18; Revelation 2:23; and yet this prayer was evidently addressed to Christ. 

Verse 25
His own place; his appropriate abode; that for which he was fitted; the place of torment. Matthew 25:46; Matthew 26:24. In the future world every man will go to the place for which he is prepared. To be prepared for heaven, he must in this world be heavenly in temper and conduct. If he is not, his place in the next world will be in hell. Psalms 9:17; Matthew 5:30; Matthew 10:28; Luke 16:23; Revelation 20:14. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Pentecost; this signifies the fiftieth, and was the name of the feast which was celebrated on the fiftieth day from the second day of the Jewish passover. 

Verse 3
Cloven tongues like as of fire; in the form of tongues divided, and in appearance like fire, which rested upon each of the apostles. 

Verse 4
Filled with the Holy Ghost; received his miraculous gifts. 

Speak with other tongues; in various other languages, which they had not before known. When Christians are united in waiting upon God by prayer and supplication, they may expect in due time to receive abundantly of his blessings; and to be furnished by his Spirit for the various duties to which they are called. 

Verse 5
Dwelling; sojourning during the feast of Pentecost. 

Every nation; a general expression for people of various countries, as mentioned in ver Acts 2:9-11. 

Verse 6
The multitude-were confounded; astonished, and thrown into great perplexity. 

Verse 8
How hear we; we Parthians, Medes, and Elamites hear each in his own tongue. 

Verse 10
Proselytes; Gentiles who had been converted to the Jewish religion. 

Verse 11
The wonderful works of God; with respect to his Son. 

Verse 13
Opposers of the work of God show the weakness and wickedness of their cause, by the measures which they adopt, and the means they use to support it. When drunkenness shall teach men new languages, opposers of the gospel may be wise; till then they will be, in the sense of the Bible, fools. 

Verse 14
The eleven; the eleven apostles. 

Verse 15
The third hour; nine o’clock in the morning, too early for them to be affected with strong drink. This was also the hour of morning worship, and devout Jews were not accustomed to take food or drink till after that time. 

Verse 16
This is that; a fulfilment of Joel 2:28-32. Peter does not quote the exact words of Joel, but the sense. 

Verse 17
Last days; in the time of the Messiah; under the gospel dispensation. 

See visions-dream dreams; these are mentioned as among the ways in which God reveals his will to men. Matthew 2:13. 

Verse 18
Shall prophesy; proclaim the will of God, and make known future events. Acts 21:9-11. 

Verse 19
I will show wonders; such as are described, or referred to, in Matthew 24:29-42; Luke 21:25-36. 

Verse 20
Sun-turned into darkness; the sun and moon were emblems of the civil government of the Jews, which should be overthrown and destroyed before that great and notable day, when the Lord should appear for the salvation of his friends and the destruction of his enemies. Compare notes to Matthew, chap Matthew 24:1-51. 

Verse 21
Call on the name of the Lord; Romans 10:12-14; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Timothy 2:22. Prayer to God is as important to every individual as the salvation of his soul. 

Verse 23
Him, being delivered; Matthew 24:46; Matthew 26:53-56; Luke 22:22; John 18:37; John 19:11. Men may be very guilty in accomplishing what God has purposed. Genesis 50:20; Isaiah 10:5-7; Acts 4:27-28. 

Verse 24
It was not possible; that Jesus should continue in the grave, consistently with the fulfilment of God’s determination to raise him up, as foretold by David. Psalms 16:8-11. 

Verse 25
Him; the Messiah. 

I foresaw the Lord; saw the Lord before my eyes, as an object of continual trust. 

Verse 26
In hope; in hope of a resurrection, without corruption in the grave. 

Verse 27
Hell; this word here does not mean, as it often does, the place of endless torment; but the place or state of the dead. 

Thy Holy One; Jesus Christ. 

Verse 28
Full of joy; the joy of the Messiah, in view of his certain resurrection and ascension to heaven. 

Verse 30
Sworn with an oath; 2 Samuel 7:12-29; Psalms 89:3-4; Psalms 89:35-37; Psalms 132:11; Luke 1:32-33. 

Of the fruit of his loins; of his descendants. 

To sit on his throne; rule over the people of God. 

Verse 31
David in the Psalms often spoke of himself in language which applied also to Jesus Christ; the Holy Ghost thus spoke by him, and made known what should take place in future times. Psalms 22:1-31; Psalms 110:1-7. 

Verse 33
The promise; John 14:26; John 15:26; John 16:7; John 16:13-15. 

This; their power to speak in various languages. 

Verse 34
Sit thou on my right hand; be exalted, and thine enemies all subdued. Psalms 110:1; Matthew 22:42-46. 

Verse 36
House of Israel; the Jewish nation. 

Lord; John 17:2; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 1:20-23. 

Verse 37
Heard this; that they had crucified the Messiah, the Lord of glory. 

Pricked in their heart; convicted of sin and deeply distressed. 

What shall we do? to be saved from the guilt and punishment of sin. When the Holy Ghost accompanies the preaching of the gospel he convinces men of their sins, and leads them to ask, "What must we do to be saved?" And when they are instructed what to do, he inclines them to do it. 

Verse 38
Repent; hate and forsake sin. 

Be baptized; in profession of their faith in Christ, and their consecration to his service. 

The gift of the Holy Ghost; the Holy Spirit, to enlighten their minds, purify their hearts, and fit them to know and do the will of God. 

Verse 39
The promise; the promised influences of the Holy Spirit, and of pardon and salvation through repentance and faith in the Redeemer. 

Afar off; distant nations, Gentiles as well as Jews. 

Shall call; by the preaching of his gospel, and leading them to embrace it. 

Verse 40
Save yourselves; by forsaking your sins and believing on the Messiah, deliver yourselves from the guilt and ruin of this perverse and wicked generation. Matthew 11:16-19; Matthew 12:39; Matthew 16:4; Matthew 23:34-38. It is the duty of men to save themselves from eternal ruin by repenting of their sins, believing on Jesus Christ, and privately and publicly consecrating themselves to his service. 

Verse 41
They that gladly received his word; they who believed what Peter had said, and were disposed to comply with his directions. 

Were added; added to the company of believers. 

Verse 42
Continued steadfastly; in their attendance upon, reception of, and obedience to the teaching of the apostles; in Christian communion with one another, and united prayer and supplication for blessings on themselves and their fellow-men. 

Verse 43
Fear came; on account of the great things which God had done and enabled the apostles to do. 

Verse 44
All things common; so far as their mutual wants required. They did not establish a community of goods by any formal arrangement, but in the fulness of Christian love the rich sold their possessions and goods, that distribution might be made to such as needed aid. 

Verse 46
They, continuing; unitedly to frequent the temple at the daily hours of prayer, and joyful partaking of bread at each other’s houses, with sincere and upright hearts. 

Verse 47
Favor with all; general favor. 

The church; the company of believers. 

Saved; from eternal ruin, through repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ. When Christians manifest that they are sincere and earnest in the cause of Christ; are united in affections and efforts; are joyful in the Lord, and strive to do good as they have opportunity to all, it may be expected that religion will prosper, and many be added to the church of such as shall be saved. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Ninth hour; three o’clock in the afternoon. The Jews had daily three hours of prayer, the third, sixth, and ninth, or at nine, twelve, and three o’clock. Daniel 6:10; Psalms 55:17. Those who love God will love stated seasons for prayer, and will be disposed, as they have opportunity, daily to observe them. In prayer they commune with their greatest and best friend, and become more and more partakers of his excellence and joy. 

Verse 2
Called Beautiful; this was a very splendid gate on the east side of the temple, near to Solomon’s porch. John 10:23. 

Verse 6
Such as I have; the power, namely, to cure him of his lameness. 

In the name of Jesus Christ; when the Saviour wrought miracles, the power existed in himself. He performed them in his Father’s name only in the sense that the Father had sent him to do them. John 5:36; John 10:25. But when the power was wholly in Christ, and they obtained the exercise of it through faith in him. Compare verses Acts 3:12; Acts 3:16. All persons may be useful. If they cannot do good in one way, they may in another; and true religion will lead them to do it. They will make efforts for this purpose, and depend upon the power and grace of Christ for success. 

Verse 12
Good men, when their efforts to be useful succeed, will not ascribe it to their own wisdom, power, or goodness, but to the grace and power of Christ, and they will give him the glory. 

Verse 13
Glorified his Son; by showing in his resurrection and ascension that he was the Messiah, and that his claim to be divine was just. 

Verse 14
Denied the Holy One; Psalms 16:10; Acts 2:27; Matthew 27:16-26. 

Verse 16
His name; his power. 

Faith-hath given him this perfect soundness; faith was the means, Peter the instrument, and Christ the cause of the cure. Not only the manner in which Christ wrought miracles, but the manner in which the apostles wrought them and spoke of them, was adapted to lead men to view Christ as the author of those miracles, and to unite in honoring him as they honor the Father. John 5:23. 

Verse 17
Through ignorance; they did not know when they crucified him, that he was the Messiah. They ought to have known it; and had they rightly improved their means of knowledge, they would have known it. But they hated him, and rejected the light, because their deeds were evil. John 15:24-25; John 3:20; Luke 23:34; Acts 13:27; 1 Corinthians 2:8; 1 Timothy 1:13. 

Verse 18
Christ should suffer; Psalms 16:10-11; Psalms 22:15-18; Psalms 69:1-21; Isaiah 53:3-10; Daniel 9:26. 

Verse 19
Be converted; turn from all your sins to the love and service of God. 

When the times of refreshing shall come; the connection of these words with the following verses shows that their primary reference must be to that great season of refreshing when Christ shall come again from heaven to judge his enemies, and give rest to his people. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10. Of this, the spiritual refreshments which he now gives through the outpouring of his Spirit are types and earnests. At that great day of refreshing, the sins of all who are found in Christ will be publicly blotted out, and they received with him to glory. By repentance and conversion, through the merits and grace of Christ, sin may be pardoned, and men delivered from its power and punishment. All therefore to whom he is made known, are bound thus to secure these in estimable blessings. 

Verse 20
Which before was preached; proclaimed in the Old Testament scriptures, and afterwards more plainly made known by himself and his disciples. But another reading of the original is, "which was before ordained for you"; namely, to come as your Messiah, suffer, and be glorified. Compare chap Acts 2:23; 1 Peter 1:20. 

Verse 21
Times of restitution; when Christ shall appear in his glory, establish his kingdom as foretold in the Scriptures, and reward every man according to his works. Matthew 25:31-46. 

Verse 22
Moses truly said; Deuteronomy 18:15-19. 

Like unto me; Christ was like unto Moses in being appointed of God to make known his will, and being a divinely commissioned leader of his people. 

Verse 23
Will not hear that Prophet; will not obey the Messiah. 

Verse 24
Samuel; 2 Samuel 7:16; 2 Samuel 7:25; 2 Samuel 7:29. 

Verse 25
Which God made with our fathers; Genesis 12:3; Genesis 18:18; Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16. 

Verse 26
Unto you first; the Jews. Isaiah 59:20; Matthew 10:5-6; Luke 24:47; John 1:11. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
The captain; of the guard near the temple. 

Sadducees; Matthew 22:23. 

Verse 3
In hold; in prison, or under guard, for safe-keeping. 

Eventide; evening. When the gospel is faithfully preached, and multitudes embrace it, its opposers are greatly grieved. If they have power, they often attempt to stop its progress by force. But truth cannot be bound or imprisoned: and the imprisoning of those who proclaim it, is often the occasion of its wider extension and more abundant success. 

Verse 4
The number; who had believed. 

Verse 5
Rulers; members of the Sanhedrim, or great council of the Jewish nation, which consisted of about seventy persons, and had the general superintendence of public affairs. 

Verse 6
Annas; he had been high-priest, and was father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was high-priest at that time. 

Of the kindred; relations. 

Verse 7
They asked; by whose authority and power Peter and John had cured the lame man. 

Verse 10
By the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth; by his authority and power. The change produced in a man by the influences of the Holy Spirit is truly wonderful. He who followed Christ "afar off," and trembled at the voice even of a maid-servant, can now face undismayed the assembled dignitaries of the nation, and without faltering charge them with the commission of the most outrageous crime, the crucifixion of the Son of God, the Saviour of a lost world. 

Verse 11
The stone; Psalms 118:22; Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 21:42. 

Verse 12
Salvation; Acts 10:43; 1 Timothy 2:5-6. 

Verse 13
Unlearned and ignorant; men in private life who had not been instructed in the schools, or by the doctors of the law. 

Took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus; recognized them as persons whom they had seen among the followers of Jesus. 

Verse 14
Nothing against it; they could not deny the reality or greatness of the miracle, or the truth of what Peter had said. 

Verse 16
Wicked men continue to oppose the cause of Christ without any good reason, and when they can with truth say nothing against it. 

Verse 17
It; the knowledge of the miracle and its author. 

Verse 19
Judge ye; God required them to speak; the council forbade them. Which ought they to obey? Human laws which require men to disobey God are of no obligation, and should not be obeyed. 

Verse 20
We cannot; they could not obey their rulers, and yet do right; neither can any man, when rulers command what God forbids. 

Verse 21
Because of the people; should they punish the apostles, they feared that the people would rise, and give them trouble. 

Verse 23
Their own company; the company of believers. 

Verse 24
In seasons of trial the friends of God unbosom themselves to him, and find him to be a very present and all-sufficient helper; able to do exceeding abundantly above all that they ask or think, so that they can add their testimony to that of ten thousand thousand, "Blessed are all they that put their trust in him." Psalms 2:12. 

Verse 25
The heathen rage; Psalms 2:1-2. 

Verse 27
Hast anointed; set apart, and consecrated to be the Saviour of men. 

Herod, and Pontius Pilate; Luke 23:1-12. 

Verse 28
Determined before; Acts 2:23; Acts 3:18. The enemies of God, in all their efforts to obstruct the progress of his cause, are doing only what he, for the wisest and best reasons, determined to suffer them to do, and what he will overrule for the highest good of his people. Romans 8:28. 

Verse 30
Stretching forth thy hand; exerting thy power. 

Verse 32
Had all things common; see note to chap Acts 2:44. 

Verse 33
Great grace; much favor and assistance from God were granted them. 

Verse 34
Neither was there any among them that lacked; that lacked a supply of their wants, though many were far from home, and had not with them the means of support. 

Verse 35
As he had need; for the supply of his present necessities. Union to Christ by believing in him, produces union among his people. and leads them to delight in doing good, as they have opportunity, to all, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10. 

Verse 36
Cyprus; an island in the north-eastern part of the Mediterranean. Acts 13:4; Acts 15:39. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 2
His wife-being privy to it; secretly knowing and concurring in the design of keeping back a part of the price for which they sold the land, while they professed to bring the whole. 

Verse 3
The Holy Ghost; who was present with the apostles, and under whose direction they acted. Lying is a great sin. Those who practise it are influenced by Satan, and imitate his example. 

Verse 4
While it remained; before he sold it. 

In thine own power; at his disposal. It was optional with him to give it to the apostles or not, as he chose. There was no constraint or compulsion in this matter, but it was entirely voluntary. 

Unto God; by lying to the Holy Ghost, who was with the apostles, they lied unto God; for he was God. 

Verse 5
Give up the ghost; instantly died. 

Verse 6
Wound him up; in cloths, as was then the custom for burial. 

Verse 8
Answered; said. 

So much; the sum that Ananias had brought, as if it were the whole price of the land. 

Verse 9
Tempt the Spirit of the Lord; by trying to deceive him. 

Carry thee out; bury thee, as they did thy husband. 

Verse 10
Sometimes known, deliberate wickedness is visited upon the sinner by immediate divine judgments; and no person, when he commits known iniquity, can be sure that it will not be so visited on him; and if it should not be, no impenitent transgressor will ultimately escape. Proverbs 11:21; Proverbs 19:5. 

Verse 13
Of the rest; of those outside of the Christian body. 

Durst no man join himself; that is, according to some, in a hypocritical way, like Ananias and Sapphira. But perhaps the meaning is, that the multitude without the church were so overwrought by the death of these two persons, that, for the present, no one dared openly to connect himself with the Christian body under the charge of the apostles. This may have been no permanent hinderance to the increase of the church, but only a salutary check promotive of its purity, while the work of conversion went on among the people. 

Magnified them; regarded and spoke of them with great respect. 

Verse 14
The more; greater numbers in consequence received the gospel, being persuaded that it was from God. The Holy Spirit may make the destruction of some the occasion of the salvation of others. When it is seen that the wicked do not live out half their days, and that the wages of sin is death, many may be led to forsake sin and live. Psalms 55:23; Romans 6:23. 

Verse 15
Beds and couches; beds were used by the rich, and couches by the poor. 

Verse 17
They that were with him; who agreed with him, especially the Sadducees, who denied the possibility of a resurrection. If Christ was indeed risen, as the apostles affirmed, it proved their doctrine false; and hence the bitterness of their opposition. 

Verse 20
The words of this life; the way of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. Rulers sometimes forbid what God commands, and thus make it the duty of men to disobey them in order to obey him. 

Verse 21
The senate of the children of Israel; men of age and influence, called elsewhere elders of the Jews, and the estate of the elders. Chap Acts 4:5; Acts 22:5; Acts 25:15. 

Verse 24
The chief priests; these were the heads of the twenty-four courses into which the priests were divided. 1 Chronicles 24:1-31; 2 Chronicles 8:14; Luke 1:5. 

Whereunto this would grow; what would be the effects of it. 

Verse 26
They; the officers. 

The people; those who favored the apostles. 

Verse 28
This name; the name of Jesus. 

Bring this man’s blood upon us; prove us guilty of murdering him. Men often shrink from taking the responsibility of their own actions, and are filled with indignation at the statement of the truth concerning them. 

Verse 29
Obey God; he commanded them to preach; the rulers forbade it. 

Verse 30
On a tree; the cross. Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24. 

Verse 31
To give repentance; by sending down the Holy Spirit, convincing men of sin, and leading them to hate and forsake it. 

Verse 32
These things; the resurrection of Christ, his ascension to heaven, and his giving repentance and pardon. 

The Holy Ghost; by his miraculous powers and his sanctifying effects. 

Verse 33
Cut to the heart; enraged, filled with wrath. Chap Acts 7:54. When the exhibition of truth torments men, it is evident that they must experience a great change, or their torment will be eternal; for Jehovah is a God of truth, and the progress of his government will be developing and illustrating the truth for ever. 

Verse 34
A doctor of the law; an interpreter and teacher of the divine law. Chap Acts 22:3. 

Verse 36
Somebody; a person of eminence and distinction, a leader of the people. 

Verse 37
Days of the taxing; the taxing of the Jews by the Roman government. 

Drew away much people; he contended that the taxing of Jews by a heathen government was unlawful, and many followed him. 

Verse 38
This counsel or this work; the work in which the apostles were engaged. 

Verse 40
They agreed; so far as not further to pursue measures for putting them to death, though they scourged them, and again commanded them not to preach. 

Verse 41
Counted worthy; to be treated somewhat as Christ was, on account of their attachment to him and zeal in his cause. This was an evidence of their likeness and devotion to him. Like him, they despised the shame, and rejoiced in the prospect of coming glory. It is not in the power of the wicked to destroy the happiness of the righteous. They can destroy themselves, but cannot prevent a single individual who loves and trusts in Jesus Christ, from for ever shouting with the heavenly host, "Alleluia; for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." Revelation 19:6. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Grecians; in the original Hellenists, that is, Jews, whether by descent or conversion to the Jewish religion, who used the Greek language. 

Daily ministration; daily distribution to the poor. 

Verse 2
The twelve; the twelve apostles, Matthias having been elected after the death of Judas. 

Not reason; not reasonable or proper. It is not proper that ministers of the gospel should be drawn off from their appropriate work to attend to secular concerns. The more exclusively they are devoted to the preaching of the gospel and the discharge of religious duties, the more they will promote their own best interests, and those of their fellowmen. 1 Timothy 4:15. 

Verse 3
Honest report; men of integrity and good reputation. 

Verse 4
Prayer-ministry of the word; the appropriate duties of their office. 

Verse 5
Multitude; the multitude of believers who were collected on the occasion. 

Proselyte of Antioch; a Gentile of that city, who had embraced the Jewish, and afterwards the Christian religion. 

Verse 6
Laid their hands on them; in token of seeking for them the divine blessing, and consecrating them to their work. 

Verse 7
The word of God increased; was preached, and embraced by greater numbers. When ministers of the gospel are wholly and earnestly devoted to their appropriate duties, and are assisted by brethren in the church who are pious, wise, able, and active in doing good, religion will generally prosper; and not only many of the common people, but of the educated, intelligent, and influential, may be expected to embrace it. 

Verse 9
Libertines; libertines were properly persons, or the children of persons who had been enslaved, and were afterwards made free. In the present case Jewish libertines are meant, of whom there were great numbers, the descendants of those who had been carried as captives to Rome, and afterwards set free. The various classes of persons mentioned had each in Jerusalem a synagogue or place of worship. Matthew 6:5. 

Disputing with Stephen; about the truth of what he declared. 

Verse 10
Not able; he, being assisted by the Holy Ghost, was superior to them, and they were not able to answer his arguments. Matthew 10:19-20; Luke 21:15. No array of numbers, learning, or talents, can fairly meet or refute the arguments which prove the Christian religion to be from God. Its truth is demonstrated by evidence which, if it be rightly apprehended, and the heart is sincere, will carry universal conviction. No one can reject it without showing that he is either ignorant or wicked. 

Verse 11
Suborned men; got them to testify falsely. 

Verse 12
Men who reject the Christian religion, and have power, are apt to oppose those who embrace it, especially if they are zealous and successful in its propagation. They sometimes contend that the interests of the state require this; and ecclesiastics, clothed with secular authority, and destitute of the spirit of Christ, and often among the most fierce and malignant of persecutors. 

Verse 14
The customs; the Jewish ceremonies. 

Verse 15
The face of an angel; benignant, calm, dignified, and resplendent. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
So; as his accusers had said. 

Verse 2
Mesopotamia; this word means between two rivers; it was the country which lay between the Tigris and the Euphrates. In this region was Ur of the Chaldees, where lived Terah, the father of Abraham. 

Charran; called in the Old Testament Haran. Genesis 11:31. This was also in Mesopotamia. Opposers of religion who make inquiries about it, should be treated with courtesy and kindness. In answering their questions, we should endeavor to enlighten their minds with regard to Jesus Christ, that we may lead them to believe in him. 1 Timothy 2:2-5. 

Verse 5
He; God. 

Promised that he would give it to him; Genesis 12:7; Genesis 13:14-18. 

Verse 6
Sojourn in a strange land; Egypt. Genesis 15:13-16. 

Verse 14
Threescore and fifteen; seventy-five. The number stated in Genesis as coming with Jacob into Egypt is sixty-six. Jacob, with Joseph and his two sons who were already there, and the five grandsons of Joseph mentioned in 1 Chronicles 7:14-23, are supposed to make the seventy-five. See note to Genesis 46:27. 

Verse 16
Were carried; the fathers were carried: Joseph and others were carried and buried in Sychem, called in the Old Testament Shechem, which was near to Samaria, in a piece of ground bought by Jacob of the sons of Emmor, called in the Old Testament Hamor. Genesis 33:18-19; Joshua 24:32. Jacob was buried in the field of Machpelah, which was purchased by Abraham of the sons of Heth. Genesis 23:4-20; Genesis 49:29-30; Genesis 50:13. In what way the name of Abraham became connected with the purchase at Sychem is not known. 

Verse 17
The time of the promise; the time for its fulfilment Genesis 12:7; Genesis 15:14-16; Genesis 22:17. 

The people grew; Exodus 1:7-9. God’s promises and threatenings all have a set time for their accomplishment; and when that time approaches, his providences will be so ordered as to secure their exact and perfect fulfilment. Habakkuk 2:3; Matthew 24:35. 

Verse 27
Persons who are most evidently in the wrong are generally the most forward and earnest in opposing those who would set them right; and the best endeavors to persuade men to live in peace are often met with insolence, reproach, and contempt. 

Verse 30
An angel of the Lord; who was Jehovah himself. He is spoken of in Exodus 23:20-21, as one in whom is God’s name, and who has power to pardon sin. He is, therefore, with reason supposed to be the same as "the Word" that "was in the beginning with God," and "was God." 

Verse 35
In obscurity and retirement God often prepares men for the discharge of great and momentous public duties; and when the proper time arrives, he so orders events that they cannot, without rebelling against him, refuse to leave their retirement and enter upon the responsibilities and toils of public life. 

Verse 38
He; Moses. Exodus 19:3-25. 

Verse 42
Gave them up; Psalms 81:12. 

It is written; Amos 5:25-27. 

Have ye offered to me; that is, to me alone. The answer is, No; ye mingled with my worship that of your idols. See note to Amos 5:26. 

Verse 43
Moloch-Remphan; idol gods. Stephen does not quote the exact words of the prophet, but following the Septuagint, gives the sense, as in verses Acts 7:48-49, and in other places. 

Verse 44
The tabernacle; a sacred tent, or movable structure, used before the erection of the temple for religious services, at the door of which God made communications to the people. Exodus 29:42-43; Exodus 25:8-9; Exodus 25:40; Hebrews 8:5. 

Verse 45
Jesus; Joshua. Jesus in Greek is the same as Joshua in Hebrew. Joshua 1:1-2; Hebrews 4:8; Joshua 11:23. 

Verse 46
Tabernacle; this is a different word from that which is translated tabernacle in verse Acts 7:44, and here means a permanent structure, or fixed habitation. 2 Samuel 7:2-7; 1 Chronicles 22:7-19. 

Verse 49
Men may so idolize a time, a place, or an outward form of worship, as entirely to unfit them to worship him who is a Spirit "in spirit and in truth," and lead them violently to oppose and bitterly to persecute those who maintain that none but spiritual worshippers can at any time or in any place or form be accepted of him. 

Verse 51
Stiff-necked; unwilling to bow to the authority or regard the voice of God. 

Resist the Holy Ghost; by refusing to follow his directions. 

As your fathers did, so do ye; he comes now to the application of his narrative, in which he has made prominent the disobedience of the people to Moses, and their attachment to idolatry in the wilderness, verses Acts 7:35; Acts 7:39-43; as much as to say, As your fathers treated Moses, so do you treat that Prophet like unto Moses, of whom he prophesied. The manner in which the Holy Ghost and those who have been under his influence have in all ages been treated, shows a deep-rooted enmity in the human heart against God. Hence the necessity taught by Jesus Christ in John 3:3, and the duty inculcated in Job 22:21, Ezekiel 18:31; Acts 3:19; 2 Corinthians 5:20. 

Verse 52
The Just One; Jesus Christ. Acts 3:14; 2 Chronicles 36:16; Matthew 26:66; Matthew 27:20-26; John 19:12-18. 

Verse 53
The disposition; the ministration. Deuteronomy 33:2; Galatians 3:19; Hebrews 2:2. 

Verse 54
Cut to the heart; exceedingly enraged. 

Verse 57
Stopped their ears; as if unwilling to hear words which they affected to regard as blasphemous. 

Verse 58
The witnesses laid down their clothes; the false witnesses mentioned in chap Acts 6:13. They, according to the law, were to cast the first stones; and they laid aside their upper garments, that they might do this with greater effect. Leviticus 24:14-16; Deuteronomy 17:7. 

Saul; this is the first mention of him who was afterwards the great apostle of the Gentiles. Men may be very scrupulous in some respects in the observance of forms of law, while in others they grossly violate both its letter and its spirit; and forms of law, as well as professions of religion, may be prostituted to the commission of flagrant injustice and atrocious crimes. 

Verse 59
Calling upon-and saying, Lord Jesus; the word God is not in the original, as its being printed in italics shows. The prayer was offered to Jesus Christ, and it was the custom of the Christians in the days of the apostles to pray to him. Luke 23:42-43; Acts 9:21; Acts 22:16; 1 Corinthians 1:2. The Holy Spirit leads those who are under his influence to pray to Jesus Christ, and ask of him the richest blessings, not only for themselves and their friends, but also for their fellow-men. In thus honoring him as they honor the Father, they glorify him on earth, and prepare to dwell with him in heaven. 

Verse 60
This sin; the sin of murdering him on account of his friendship to Christ. Matthew 5:44; Luke 23:34. 

Fell asleep; peacefully died, and was received to glory by Jesus Christ, to whom he prayed. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
Was consenting; concurred in putting Stephen to death. 

Verse 3
Made havoc; furiously assaulted and laid waste. 

Hailing; or hauling, dragging by force. 

Verse 4
The efforts of wicked men to stop the progress of the gospel are often overruled for its advancement; and yet their wickedness is as great, and without repentance their punishment will be as dreadful, as if their actions had not been overruled for good. 

Verse 5
Philip; one of the seven first deacons. Chap Acts 6:5. 

Verse 9
Sorcery; deceptive arts, pretending to foretell future events. 

Bewitched; amazed them, filled them with astonishment. It is the word which in verse Acts 8:13 is translated wondered. 

Verse 10
The great power of God; endowed with supernatural power. 

Verse 12
When the gospel is faithfully preached, and accompanied by the influences of the Holy Spirit, men of all classes embrace it. They may have followed artful deceivers, and been sunk in spiritual darkness and death; yet when they believe and follow Him who is the light of the world, they forsake their blind guides, and walk no longer in darkness, but have the light of life. 

Verse 13
Believed; the miracles which he witnessed seem to have convinced him of the reality of the divine power that accompanied the gospel, though he had very false ideas respecting it, and soon showed that he did not love God nor his truth. 

Verse 15
The Holy Ghost; his miraculous influences, so that they might work miracles. 

Verse 19
This power; he supposed that, should he receive it, he might enrich or exalt himself. 

Verse 20
Thy money perish; a strong expression of abhorrence of his selfishness, criminality, and danger. 

Verse 21
In this matter; in the blessings of the gospel, and the work in which Peter and John were engaged. 

Verse 22
Men may greatly displease God in their thoughts, as well as in their words and actions. Each one should therefore keep his heart with all diligence, and pray, "Cleanse thou me from secret faults," as well as, "Keep me back from presumptuous sins"; that not only the words of his mouth, but the meditations of his heart may be acceptable in the sight of God our strength and Redeemer. 

Verse 23
The gall of bitterness-the bond of iniquity; in the most loathsome bondage to sin. Men whose great object is self-exaltation have very erroneous views of the nature of true religion, and of the character of those who possess it; when many profess religion, such men sometimes unite with them, but afterwards by their conduct show that their professions were false, and that they have no love to the gospel, and no part in its blessings. 

Verse 24
None of these things; the punishments threatened. 

Verse 25
Many villages; through which they passed on their way to Jerusalem. 

Verse 26
Gaza; a city about sixty miles south-west of Jerusalem, towards Egypt. 

Which is desert; these words are supposed by some to refer to the city as having been recently laid waste. But they more probably point out the road which Philip was to take, as that one, of two or more, which ran through a desert region. 

Verse 27
Ethiopia; a country south of Egypt. 

To worship; this showed that he was either a Jew or a proselyte to the Jewish religion. 

Verse 29
The Spirit; the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 32
The scripture which he read; Isaiah 53:7-8. 

Verse 33
In his humiliation; this quotation is from the Septuagint, or Greek version of the Old Testament, which was probably the one that he used. 

Judgment; justice was denied him, and he was unrighteously put to death. Yet he lives in glory, and innumerable multitudes will eternally adore him. 

Who shall declare his generation? see note to Isaiah 53:8. 

Verse 35
Preached unto him Jesus; showed him that it was Jesus of whom the prophet spoke, and pointed out the way of salvation through him. When persons wish to know the will of God for the purpose of doing it, and in order to this are in the habit of searching the Scriptures, God, in his providence, will enlighten them; and the knowledge of Christ which he communicates to a single individual may, in its influence, be felt through kingdoms and to future ages. 

Verse 37
With all thy heart; if you are heartily convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, and trust in him for salvation. 

I believe; I receive him as my Saviour. 

Verse 40
Azotus; a city called in the Old Testament Ashdod, about thirty miles north of Gaza. 1 Samuel 5:1. 

Cesarea; a city on the Mediterranean, about sixty miles north-west of Jerusalem. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
High-priest; he was president of the Sanhedrim or great Jewish council, and signed letters in their name and with their authority. Men of great talents, superior religious advantages, and extensive learning, may be so opposed to Jesus Christ as to wish to destroy all, both men and women, who believe in him. Acts 22:4-5; Acts 26:9-11. 

Verse 2
Damascus; a city of Syria, about a hundred and twenty miles north-east of Jerusalem. 

To the synagogues; to the elders or rulers of the synagogues in Damascus, giving him full power to act in the matter, and requiring their cooperation. 

Any of this way; the way of the Lord-any of his disciples. 

Might bring them bound unto Jerusalem; to be tried by the Jewish council and punished. This would require the cooperation not only of the synagogues in Damascus, but of the civil authorities also, which was often granted upon solicitation. 

Verse 4
Wicked men in persecuting Christians are persecuting Christ. But he can reveal himself to them in such a manner as to fill them with deep consternation, and lead them without reserve to give up themselves and all their interests to his guidance and disposal. Acts 22:6-7; Acts 26:12-20. 

Verse 5
The Lord; the Lord Jesus Christ. Ver Acts 9:17; Acts 9:27; 1 Corinthians 9:1; 1 Corinthians 15:8. 

Hard; painful and useless. 

Pricks; sharp irons or points at the end of a staff or goad with which they drove cattle. It was a proverbial expression, to denote that a person’s efforts against others would only injure himself. In persecuting Christians, men injure not only others, but also themselves; and the further they proceed, the more they find that the way of transgressors is hard. 

Verse 7
Stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man; by comparing the present account with chap Acts 22:9, we learn that Saul’s companions heard a voice and saw a light; but that they neither understood what was said to Saul, nor saw the person of Jesus. 

Verse 8
He saw no man; being blinded by the glory of that light. Chap Acts 22:11. 

Verse 9
Three days; this meant till the third day, or one whole day and a part of two others. Matthew 12:40; Matthew 16:21. 

Verse 11
Tarsus; the capital of Cilicia, a province of Asia Minor. 

He prayeth; this indicated the change he had experienced. When men offer from the heart supplications to God, he is ready to visit them in mercy; and to those who understand his character and ways, it is always encouraging to learn concerning any one, that he prays. 

Verse 12
A vision; designed to prepare Saul for his interview with Ananias. 

Verse 14
Call on thy name; the name of the Lord Jesus. Christians in the days of the apostles were distinguished by this. 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Timothy 2:22. 

Verse 15
A chosen vessel-to bear my name; I have selected him to make me and my salvation known to Jews and Gentiles. Galatians 1:15-17. 

Verse 16
He must suffer; 2 Corinthians 11:23-28. 

Verse 17
That appeared unto thee in the way; that Saul saw the person of the Lord Jesus is implied in what is said of his companions, that they saw no man; and is affirmed by Ananias here and in chap. Acts 22:14. Paul, moreover, mentions it as a necessary qualification of an apostle. 1 Corinthians 9:1. 

Verse 20
The Son of God; the Messiah foretold by the prophets. No man knows, when he starts on a journey, what will take place before he returns. He may be called to pass through scenes and to discharge duties totally different from what he expected. A man’s heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps. Proverbs 16:9. Persecutors may become preachers, and those who went out to murder, return to save. 

Verse 21
This name; the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 22
Very Christ; the true Messiah. 

Verse 23
Many days; a part of this time he spent in Arabia, a country south and east of Judea. Galatians 1:15-18. Wicked men are often disposed to use violence against those who differ from them in religion. They will favor a man who is openly hostile to Christ; but if he believes on him, they are ready to put him to death. 

Verse 26
Assayed; attempted. 

Verse 27
Barnabas; chap Acts 4:36. 

Verse 29
Grecians; Jews and proselytes who spoke the Greek language. Chap Acts 6:1. 

Verse 30
Cesarea; chap Acts 8:40. 

Tarsus; his native city. Verse Acts 9:11. 

Verse 31
Judea and Galilee and Samaria; the three divisions into which Palestine, or the Holy Land, was divided. 

Edified; strengthened and advanced in knowledge and piety. 

Verse 32
Lydda; a town in Judea a few miles south-east of Joppa. 

Verse 34
Maketh thee whole; cureth thee. Peter was careful to show that this miracle was wrought not by his power, but by the power of Christ. 

Verse 35
Saron; a fruitful region between Joppa and mount Carmel, called in the Old Testament Sharon. 1 Chronicles 5:16; 1 Chronicles 27:29; Isaiah 33:9; Isaiah 35:2; Isaiah 65:10. 

Verse 36
Joppa; a town on the Mediterranean about forty-five miles north-west of Jerusalem. 

Tabitha; a Syriac word, meaning the same as the Greek word Dorcas. Both were applied originally to the gazelle, an animal of great beauty. 

Verse 39
Persons who are very benevolent and useful in life, will be affectionately remembered, and greatly lamented in death; and all their works performed from love to God and to men, will meet a gracious and abundant reward. 

Verse 42
Believed in the Lord; the Lord Jesus, whom Peter preached, and by whose power he wrought this miracle. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
Cesarea; chap Acts 8:40. 

Centurion; captain of a hundred men. He was a Gentile and uncircumcised, chap, Acts 11:3, but a sincere worshipper of God. 

Italian band; a band of Roman soldiers from Italy. 

Verse 3
Ninth hour; three o’clock in the afternoon; one of the hours of daily prayer. 

Verse 4
For a memorial; remembered, noticed with approbation. A beneficent disposition is greatly increased by the habit of daily prayer. Both united, and springing from love to God and to men, form an offering which, through grace, is peculiarly acceptable to God. 

Verse 5
Joppa; chap Acts 9:36. 

Verse 6
What thou oughtest to do; Cornelius had true faith in God according to the present measure of his light, and his prayers were answered in the reception of fuller light. Matthew 13:12. 

Verse 9
House-top; the tops of the houses were flat, and pious people often resorted to them for meditation and prayer. 

Sixth hour; twelve o’clock; with many, one of the stated hours of prayer. Psalms 55:17; Daniel 6:10. When God is about to call his people to the discharge of special duties, he often in a special manner prepared them; and though at the time they may not see the reasons, or understand the meaning of his dealings, the subsequent dispensations of his providence may clearly reveal them. 

Verse 10
Trance; a state in which he became insensible to external objects, and absorbed in what was presented to his mind. 

Verse 11
Knit; fastened together. 

Let down to the earth; from heaven, to signify that the offer is made to the apostle by God himself. 

Verse 12
All manner of four-footed beasts-and fowls of the air; clean and unclean alike. 

Verse 13
Kill, and eat; he rightly understands the words to mean, kill and eat any one of the animals contained in the collection, without distinction of clean and unclean. 

Verse 14
Common; not set apart as pure. The reference is, of course, to the Jewish distinction of clean and unclean animals. 

Verse 15
Hath cleansed; declared no longer unclean for food. Under this symbol of the abolition of the Jewish distinction of clean and unclean animals, is signified the breaking down of "the middle wall of partition" between Jews and Gentiles, and the admission of the latter to common privileges with Israelites. 

Verse 16
Thrice; three times, in order to make a deeper impression on Peter’s mind, and prepare him to preach the gospel to Jews and Gentiles alike. 

Verse 19
The Spirit; the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 20
Doubting nothing; not doubting the lawfulness of going to Cornelius, though he was a Gentile. 

Verse 22
Words; words of instruction. 

Verse 24
Kinsmen; relatives. 

Verse 25
Worshipped; prostrated himself before him. 

Verse 26
A man; only a man. As Peter was only man, he would not receive any homage or respect, except what was proper for other men. Those who claim more, on account, as they say, of being his successors, manifest a spirit totally different from his. 

Verse 28
Unlawful; viewed by the Jews as improper. 

God hath showed me; in the vision which he had seen. 

Verse 29
Gainsaying; making objection. 

Verse 33
When people are assembled with a real desire to hear from ministers of the gospel all which God has commanded them to preach, it is an evidence that he is about abundantly to bless them. While the minister is preaching, the Holy Ghost often so influences their minds as to lead them to glorify God. 

Verse 34
No respecter of persons; he accepts and blesses all pious persons, whatever their nation or condition. 

Verse 36
The word; the gospel or way of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

Verse 37
That word-ye know; they had some general knowledge of the life and works of Christ. 

Verse 38
Anointed Jesus; set him apart, and furnished him to be the Saviour of men. 

Verse 39
A tree; the cross. 

Verse 42
Quick; the living. 

Verse 44
Fell on all them; endowed them with miraculous powers, and enabled them to speak in languages which they had never learned. Matthew 3:11; chap Acts 2:2-4. 

Verse 45
They of the circumcision; the brethren that accompanied him from Joppa, verse Acts 10:23. 

Verse 48
In the name of the Lord, in public acknowledgment of their receiving him as their Saviour, and becoming his disciples. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
The Gentiles; those to whom Peter preached at the house of Cornelius. 

Verse 2
They-of the circumcision; the believing Jews. 

Contended with him; found fault with him for associating with, and preaching the gospel to Gentiles, called, in verse Acts 11:3, the uncircumcised. They had not yet apprehended the great truth communicated to Peter in the vision at Joppa, that the gospel of Christ knows no distinction between Jews and Gentiles. The church at Jerusalem claimed and exercised the right of private judgment in matters of religion. They had no idea of being satisfied with the conduct of Peter, unless he would give them good reasons for it; and he had no idea that they ought to be satisfied in any other way. He therefore candidly and fully stated the reasons which had satisfied his own mind, and these through the divine blessing, satisfied theirs. Hence, it is evident that he did not claim, and that they did not believe him to be pope, or to possess those prerogatives which have been assumed by his pretended successors. 

Verse 12
Six brethren; the believing Jews who went with Peter from Cesarea to Joppa. Chap Acts 10:23; Acts 10:45. 

Verse 14
All thy house; all his family. 

Verse 16
The Lord; the Lord Jesus, chap Acts 1:5. 

Verse 17
Withstand God; resist the clear indications of his will. 

Verse 18
They held their peace; being convinced that Peter did right. 

Repentance unto life; that which, through the grace of God, secures eternal life. Though it is the duty of men to repent, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, yet all are so wicked that none will repent unless led to do it by the Holy Spirit. In this sense repentance, when exercised, is the gift of God. 

Verse 19
Phenice; or Phoenicia, a province on the coast north of Palestine, the chief cities of which were Tyre and Sidon. 

Cyprus; an island in the north-east part of the Mediterranean sea. 

Antioch; a city of Syria, about three hundred miles north of Jerusalem, on the river Orontes, not far from the Mediterranean. 

Verse 20
Cyrene; a province and city in the north part of Africa. 

Grecians; Jews speaking the Greek language. But another reading of the original is Greeks; that is, Gentile Greeks. This latter is to be preferred. 

Verse 21
The hand of the Lord was with them; he accompanied their preaching with divine power. When the Lord accompanies the preaching of the gospel with his divine power, multitudes will believe it and turn from their sins. Hence, his presence and power should always be sought by preachers and all who desire the success of the gospel. 

Verse 22
Sent forth Barnabas; for the purpose of assisting the brethren in preaching the gospel. 

Verse 23
The grace of God; the great success God had given the preaching of the gospel in the conversion of sinners. 

With purpose of heart; that with a steady, heartfelt purpose they would continue to obey Christ. 

Verse 24
Though it is the power of God which makes the gospel the means of salvation, yet goodness, faith, and fidelity are no less needful in ministers, than if they were to be the sole cause of their success. 

Verse 25
Tarsus; Paul’s native city. Chap Acts 9:11. 

Verse 26
Assembled themselves; for public worship. 

With the church; the disciples of Christ. 

Verse 27
Prophets; a class of inspired teachers in the primitive church. 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 14:1-40; Ephesians 4:11-12. They unfolded the doctrines of the gospel under the illumination of the Holy Ghost, and sometimes foretold future events. Compare chap Acts 21:10-11. 

Verse 28
Signified by the Spirit; made known, under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 

Dearth; famine. 

Claudius Caesar; he was the fifth Roman emperor, and reigned from A.D. 41 to 54. This famine took place as predicted, and is particularly noticed by Josephus, the Jewish historian. Antiq, chap. 2 sec 5. 

Verse 29
An experimental reception of the gospel produces a benevolent disposition, a desire to do good to all, especially to the friends of Christ. The proper measure of contributions and efforts is the ability which God gives. 

Verse 30
Elders; leading men in the churches. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
Herod; Herod Agrippa, grandson of Herod the Great, mentioned in Matthew 2:1. 

Vex; trouble, persecute. 

Verse 2
James; one of the sons of Zebedee, Matthew 4:21, called James the greater, or senior, to distinguish him from James the less, or younger, who was the son of Alpheus. Matthew 10:3; Mark 15:40. No degree of piety or usefulness can always save Christians from persecution, or from sudden and violent death. Yet the wicked, while they thus seek to destroy the people of God, are often made instrumental in delivering them from all trouble, and putting them into immediate possession of the joys of heaven. 

Verse 3
The days of unleavened bread; the passover. Exodus 12:12-17; Luke 22:1. 

Verse 4
Four quaternions; four companies of four soldiers each; making, in all, sixteen. One company guarded him three hours, and was then relieved by another. 

Easter; the passover. Easter is supposed to have been originally the name of a heathen feast, which occurred in the month of April. It was afterwards applied to the Jewish feast of the passover, which occurred about the same time. Tyndal, in his translation of the Bible into English in 1526, used this word instead of passover, and our English translators in 1611 retained it in their version. But there was no Christian feast called Easter in the days of Peter. And the word Pascha which is here translated Easter, means passover, and should have been so translated. 

Bring him forth; for trial and condemnation. 

Verse 5
In all seasons of trial the people of God have an unfailing support. To him they may apply, with full assurance that he deeply sympathizes in their trials, and in the best time and way will grant them all needed aid. 

Verse 6
Would have brought him; was about to bring him. 

Same night; the night before the day of his intended execution. 

Between two soldiers, bound with two chains; each wrist was chained, after the Roman manner, to the wrist of the adjacent soldier. 

Verse 7
His chains fell; in a miraculous way. 

Verse 8
Gird thyself; it was then customary to put a girdle around the body when about to walk. 

Sandals; these covered the soles of the feet, and were fastened by strings or straps. 

Thy garment; the mantle, or outer garment. 

Verse 9
Wist not; knew not. 

That it was true; that it was a real event, as distinguished from a vision. 

Verse 10
Ward; this word generally means a prison, but here it means the first and second guard, who seem to have been prevented in a supernatural way from seeing him. 

Iron gate; which led out of the prison to the city. 

Of his own accord; of itself, without human aid. 

Verse 11
Was come to himself; became conscious that what had happened was a reality and no vision. 

Verse 12
John-Mark; the writer of "The Gospel according to Mark," and the companion of Paul and Barnabas. Verse Acts 12:25. 

Verse 15
Art mad; deranged, or bereft of reason. 

His angel; his guardian angel, who they thought had attended him, and come in his form, to make known something concerning him. It is sometimes difficult for Christians to believe the answers of their own prayers, though God has said that he is more ready to give blessings to those who ask him, than earthly parents are to give food to their children. Yet when he actually gives them, they are so speedy and abundant, that his people are astonished, and tempted to ascribe his mercies to almost any thing, rather than his gracious interposition in answer to their prayers. 

Verse 17
Unto James; not James the son of Zebedee, who had been slain. Verse Acts 12:2. He is the same James that is mentioned in Acts 15:13; Acts 21:18; and is generally regarded to have been James the less, the son of Alpheus. In Galatians, Paul names among the apostles seen by him on his first visit to Jerusalem, "James the Lord’s brother." Chap Galatians 1:19. Afterwards he names, chapter Galatians 2:9, "James, Cephas, and John," as "pillars" of the church in Jerusalem. Whether one and the same person is mentioned in these two passages, is a question about which learned men are not agreed. 

Went into another place; to avoid the rage of Herod. 

Verse 19
The keepers; those to whose care Peter had been committed. 

Cesarea; chap Acts 8:40. 

Verse 20
Tyre and Sidon; two cities of Phoenicia, on the Mediterranean, north of Cesarea. 

The king’s chamberlain; the officer who had the care of his bedchamber. 

Was nourished; supplied with grain and other provisions. 

Verse 22
Gave a shout; flattered him with boisterous applause, as if he were more than human. Noisy flattering applause of public speakers is adapted to injure them. It tends to feed their pride, lead them to forget their dependence on God, and prevent them from giving glory to him. 

Verse 23
Gave not God the glory; he did not rebuke their impious flattery, but was glad to be called a god, and receive divine honors. Jehovah is a jealous God. Those who claim or consent to receive honors due only to him, or to assume any of his prerogatives, he views with peculiar abhorrence. Yet Jesus Christ received divine honors, and pronounces those blessed who bestow them. In him the Father is well pleased, and he commands all the angels in heaven to worship him. Of course he must be God. John 1:1; Hebrews 1:8; 1 John 5:20. 

Verse 24
Grew and multiplied; the gospel was more successful, and the number of believers greatly increased. 

Verse 25
Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem; they returned to Antioch. 

Their ministry; the service for which they were sent. Chap Acts 11:30. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
Cyrene; chapter Acts 11:20. 

Herod; not the Herod spoken of in the preceding chapter, but his uncle, Herod Antipas, who is mentioned in Luke 3:1; Luke 3:19. 

Verse 2
Ministered to the Lord; were engaged in divine worship. 

Separate; set apart. 

The work; the work of missionaries to the places afterwards mentioned. True ministers of Christ are prepared for, and called to their work by the Holy Ghost. This, however, does not supersede the necessity, or lessen the propriety, in order to their greatest usefulness, of their being set apart with prayer and the laying on of hands. 

Verse 3
Laid their hands on them; the mode of setting them apart to their work. 

Verse 4
Seleucia; a seaport at the mouth of the river Orontes, about fifteen miles from Antioch. 

Verse 5
Salamis; a city in the south-east part of Cyprus. 

John to their minister; John whose surname was Mark, as their assistant. 

Verse 6
Paphos; a city on the west side of Cyprus. 

Sorcerer; a magician, or fortune-teller; one who pretended to foretell future events. 

Bar-jesus; meaning, son of a man named Jesus, or Joshua. 

Verse 7
Deputy; that is, the proconsul; the title borne by those governors of provinces that were appointed by the Roman senate. 

Prudent; intelligent, wise, candid. 

Verse 8
Elymas; apparently an Arabic word meaning wise of learned, that is, in the arts of sorcery. 

Turn away the deputy; prevent his embracing the gospel. Teachers of falsehood and pretenders to superior power are always afraid of the faithful preaching of the gospel. So far as it is embraced and followed, their influence will be gone; they therefore misrepresent and oppose it, slander those who preach it, and in various ways seek to prevent men from receiving it. 

Verse 9
Paul; his Hebrew name was Saul. This is the first time he is called Paul; but after this, he is always called by this name. 

Verse 10
Child of the devil; like him in temper and conduct. 

Pervert; misrepresent, and turn men away from the truth. 

Verse 11
The hand of the Lord; he will visit thee in judgment. 

Verse 12
Doctrine of the Lord; not merely the doctrine, but the divine power accompanying it. Compare Mark 1:27. 

Verse 13
Loosed; set sail, departed. 

Perga in Pamphylia; Pamphylia was a province in the south part of Asia Minor, and Perga was its capital. 

John departing from them; an act which Paul strongly disapproved. Chap Acts 15:38. 

Verse 14
Antioch in Pisidia; so called, to distinguish it from Anitoch in Syria. Pisidia was a province north of Pamphylia, on the borders of which was Antioch. 

Verse 15
Law and the prophets; portions of both which were read in the synagogue on the Sabbath. 

Verse 16
Give audience; hearken. A correct and extensive knowledge of history, especially the history of the church, is of great importance to ministers of the gospel. To show what God has done in his providence, as well as what he has said in his word, is a means of communicating to men a knowledge of his character and will, and presenting the motives to love and obey him. 

Verse 17
With a high arm; with great power, and in a wonderful manner. 

Verse 18
Suffered he their manners; bore with their provocations and sustained their lives; or according to another reading, bore or fed them as a nurse a child, as it is in the margin. 

Verse 19
Seven nations; Joshua 3:10; Joshua 11:8. 

Verse 21
Cis; in Greek, is the same as Kish in Hebrew. 1 Samuel 9:1; 1 Samuel 10:1. 

Verse 22
Gave testimony; 1 Samuel 13:14; 1 Samuel 16:1-12; Psalms 89:20. 

Verse 25
His course; course of service, his ministry. 

Not he; not the Messiah. John 1:20; Matthew 3:11. 

Verse 26
The word of this salvation; the offer of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 27
Because they knew him not; did not know him to be the Messiah. 

The voices of the prophets; they did not understand the true meaning of the prophecies. 

They have fulfilled them; by crucifying Christ, they did what the prophets had foretold. Men who do not understand the meaning of the Bible, and who malignantly persecute those who obey it, may nevertheless, in their opposition, be fulfilling its predictions, and thus adding to the evidences of its divine origin, and of the truth of its declarations. 

Verse 28
No cause of death; no crime. 

Verse 31
Them which came up; his apostles and others. 

Verse 32
The promise which was made unto the fathers; of the Messiah and his salvation. 

Verse 33
This day have I begotten thee; the resurrection of Christ from the dead was the great public manifestation of him as the Son of God; the act by which he was "declared to be the Son of God with power." Romans 1:4. 

Verse 34
The sure mercies of David; the sure mercies promised to David, Isaiah 55:3; namely, that God would never remove his mercy from him, but that his throne should be established for ever. 2 Samuel 7:12-17. This promise is fulfilled in the resurrection of Jesus Christ the Son of David, and his exaltation to universal dominion. 

Verse 35
Another psalm; Psalms 16:10. 

Verse 39
Could not be justified; Romans 3:20; Hebrews 9:8-28. By believing in Christ, men may be accepted and treated as righteous; but they are so wicked, that none will believe, unless God by his Spirit lead them to do it. 

Verse 40
Which is spoken of in the prophets; Habakkuk 1:5. The apostle follows the Greek version of the Seventy, which agrees for substance with the Hebrew. 

Verse 41
A work; a work of desolating judgment; namely, the overthrow of the land by foreign enemies. 

Verse 43
Religious proselytes; Gentiles who had embraced the Jewish religion. 

In the grace of God; in the profession and practice of the gospel. 

Verse 46
Necessary; in order to obey the command and fulfill the appointment of God. Luke 24:47. 

Judge yourselves unworthy; show yourselves unfit longer to receive even the offer of salvation. 

We turn to the Gentiles; we devote ourselves to the work of preaching the gospel to the heathen. 

Verse 47
Saying; Isaiah 49:6. 

Be for salvation; be a Saviour. 

Unto the ends of the earth; to all people. 

Verse 48
Ordained to eternal life; Romans 8:28-30; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2. When any believe in Christ, it shows that they were from the beginning "chosen to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth"; the glory therefore of every thing good in them, and of all the good done or enjoyed by them, belongs to God. 

Verse 50
Devout; devout in the observance of the Jewish law. 

Verse 51
Shook off the dust; in token of abhorrence of their wickedness. Mark 6:11. 

Iconium; a city of Lycaonia, a province north-east of Pisidia. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
In preaching, the manner, as well as the matter, is important; and it should be the earnest desire, the fervent prayer, and the diligent effort of every minister of the gospel, so to speak that multitudes of all classes shall, through the grace of God, be led to believe. 

Verse 3
Gave testimony; proved the truth of what they taught, by enabling them in his name to work miracles. 

Verse 4
When great numbers embrace the gospel, those who continue to reject it are often filled with wrath against those who preach it. The community is divided. A part join the friends, and a part the enemies of Christ, and great commotions follow. These results wicked men attribute to the gospel; but they spring from opposition to it and the opposers, not the faithful preachers of the gospel, are responsible for the evils thus occasioned. 

Verse 6
Lystra and Derbe; cities of Lycaonia, a province of Asia Minor. 

Verse 9
Faith to be healed; confidence in the power of Christ, by means of Paul, to heal him. 

Verse 11
Speech of Lycaonia; the language of that province. 

Verse 12
Jupiter; considered by the Greeks and Romans as the greatest of their gods. 

Mercurius; regarded as the god of eloquence. 

Verse 13
Before their city; in front of their city was a temple dedicated to Jupiter. 

Garlands; wreaths of flowers, with which they decorated the victims to be offered in sacrifice. 

Verse 14
Rent their clothes; in token of their abhorrence of such sacrifices. 

Verse 15
Men of like passions; frail, sinful, dying men. 

These vanities; the worship of false and imaginary gods. Faithful ministers of the gospel will be careful to let none think of them as any thing more than men, of like infirmities with other men; and if they are instrumental of good, they will inculcate upon all that the glory belongs wholly to God. 

Verse 16
All nations; the gentile world. 

Their own ways; ways of idolatry and wickedness, without a written revelation. 

Verse 17
Witness; evidences of his existence, power, and goodness. 

Verse 19
Persuaded the people; persuaded them that Paul and Barnabas were bad men, and deceivers. 

Verse 22
Confirming the souls; instructing and establishing them in the faith and practice of the gospel. 

Verse 23
Ordained them elders; set apart persons to take the care, oversight, and instruction of the churches. Churches need officers to take the oversight of them, to instruct them, and labor for their spiritual good; and it is proper that they should be set apart to this work, that the influences of the Holy Spirit should be sought for them, and they be particularly commended to his gracious guidance and care. 

Verse 24
Pamphylia; on their way back towards Antioch in Syria, from which they went. Chap Acts 13:1. 

Verse 25
Attalia; a seaport in Pamphylia from which they could sail to Antioch. 

Verse 26
The work which they fulfilled; the missionary work to which they had been appointed, chap Acts 13:2-3. 

Verse 27
The church; the disciples at Antioch. 

Opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles; prepared the way to preach to them the gospel, and led them to embrace it. Correct accounts of the manner in which God has delivered his people from trials, and crowned their labors with his blessing, are very useful. They lead Christians to put greater confidence in him, to pray more earnestly for spiritual blessings, and with increased fidelity use the means which are needful to obtain them. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
Certain men; Jews who had become Christians. 

The brethren; the Christians at Antioch. 

The manner of Moses; as taught by him. 

Verse 5
The Pharisees; though converted to Christianity, they still retained their attachment to many rites and ceremonies of the Jewish dispensation. The errors of men are not all at once removed by their conversion: they need further instruction, observation, and experience, as well as the continued teaching of the Holy Spirit. But if they are really born of God, and use proper means, he will enlighten them; and as they see their errors they will renounce them, and become more and more conformed in faith and practice to his revealed will. 

Verse 7
By my mouth should hear the word of the gospel; Peter was the first who preached the gospel to the Gentiles, and thus opened the way for their admission into the Christian church. Acts 10:34-48. 

Verse 8
Bare them witness; testified to their acceptance. 

Verse 9
By faith; by believing in Christ. 

Verse 10
Tempt ye God; by acting against the manifestations of his will. 

A yoke; the burdensome rites and ceremonies of the Jewish religion. 

Verse 11
Even as they; Jews as well as Gentiles must be saved, not by works, or the observance of rites and ceremonies, but through grace, by faith in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 13
James; see note to chap Acts 12:17. 

Verse 14
Simeon; the Hebrew mode of spelling Simon, meaning Simon Peter. Verse Acts 15:7. 

Verse 15
The prophets; they had foretold that the gospel should be preached to the Gentiles as well as Jews. Isaiah 2:2-4; Isaiah 49:6; Amos 9:11-12. The better Christians understand and obey the Bible, the more clearly they will see that they should receive and love one another as brethren, even as Christ receives and loves them. 

Verse 16
I-will build again the tabernacle of David; here representing David’s royal family, which, after the Babylonish captivity, fell into obscurity. It was rebuilt in the person of Christ, the son of David according to the flesh, and the true heir to David’s throne. Luke 1:32-33. The apostle in this quotation follows the Greek translation of the Seventy. 

Verse 17
Upon whom my name is called; who are called Jehovah’s people. 

Verse 18
Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world; as much as to say, The calling of the Gentiles into the church is in accordance with God’s purpose from the beginning. Why then throw hinderances in their way? 

Verse 19
Sentence; opinion, or judgment. 

That we trouble not them; by imposing upon them Jewish ceremonies. In the primitive church, Peter had no preeminence above James and the other apostles. He alone did not send out a letter to the brethren in Antioch, nor did James, or any, or all the apostles do it. They consulted with the elders and brethren, and sent out the epistle in the name of all united. This course seemed good not only to them, but also to the Holy Ghost. Verse Acts 15:28. 

Verse 20
Pollutions of idols; from using meats offered in sacrifice to idols, or in any way conniving at idolatry. 

Fornication; a sin which was exceedingly common among the Gentiles, and against which they needed a special warning. 

Things strangled; animals killed by strangling without the shedding of their blood. The eating of blood was forbidden by the ancient law. Genesis 9:4-6; Leviticus 17:10-14. From the reading of the law in the synagogue on the Sabbath, verse Acts 15:21, this was known to the Jews; and should Christians use blood, it would unnecessarily prejudice the Jews against the gospel. 

Verse 24
Troubled you with words, subverting your souls; compare the manner in which Paul speaks of these men in Galatians 2:4. They had subverted their souls by inculcating error, and turning them from the truth. 

The law; the ritual law of Moses. 

Verse 28
Seemed good to the Holy Ghost; the apostles, elders, and brethren, in their consultations on this subject, were under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and by him were led to a right result. 

Verse 31
They rejoiced for the consolation; which the letter contained. A right understanding of the will of God and a disposition to follow it, give great joy to his people. It is a powerful means of extending his kingdom, increasing the number of his subjects, and hastening the time when all shall know him from the least to the greatest. 

Verse 32
Prophets; chap Acts 11:27. 

Verse 36
Every city; in which they had preached in their missionary tour. Chap Acts 13:1-52; Acts 14:1-28. 

Verse 37
John-Mark; his mother was a sister of Barnabas. Colossians 4:10. 

Verse 38
Who departed; chap Acts 13:13. 

Verse 39
Cyprus; the native place of Barnabas. Chap Acts 4:36. Contentions among ministers and Christians, while they often show their weakness and wickedness, and are exceedingly injurious to the cause of Christ, are sometimes manifestly overruled to the furtherance of the gospel, and the wider and more rapid extension of his kingdom. 

Verse 41
Confirming the churches; strengthening and establishing them in the faith and practice of the gospel. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
Derbe and Lystra; chap Acts 14:6. 

Verse 3
Circumcised him; this Paul did, not because it was needful to salvation, but to prevent the Jews from being prejudiced against Timothy as a preacher of the gospel. Christian wisdom will lead men to do, in some circumstances, what it will lead them to refuse to do under others. It is not enough that a thing is not forbidden: to be justified in doing it, we must also have reason to believe that it will be useful-that it is not only lawful, but also expedient. 1 Corinthians 6:12; 1 Corinthians 10:23. 

Verse 4
The decrees; the decision to which the apostles and brethren at Jerusalem had come. Chap Acts 15:29. 

Verse 6
Phrygia; this was the central and largest province in Asia Minor. 

Galatia; a province east of Phrygia. 

Asia; this word here, and in other places in the New Testament, refers to proconsular Asia, of which Ephesus was the capital. 

Verse 7
Mysia; north-west of Phrygia. 

Assayed; attempted. 

Bithynia; a province east of Mysia, and north of Phrygia. 

The Spirit; the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 8
Troas; a city near the site of ancient Troy, on the north part of the Aegean sea, which separates Asia Minor from Europe. 

Verse 9
Macedonia; a country in the south-east of Europe. 

Verse 10
We; from this it appears that Luke, the writer of this book, accompanied Paul. Compare chap Acts 20:5, etc. 

Assuredly gathering; being convinced. 

Verse 11
Samothracia; an island in the north part of the Aegean sea. 

Neapolis; a seaport of Macedonia. 

Verse 12
Philippi-a colony; inhabited by Roman citizens, and enjoying special privileges. This was the first introduction of the gospel into Europe. 

Verse 14
Thyatira; a city of Lydia, a province in Asia Minor. 

Worshipped God; was a proselyte to the Jewish religion. 

Whose heart the Lord opened; inclined to believe what Paul preached. Whenever men believe on Jesus Christ, and are disposed to obey him, it is evidence that the Lord has renewed their hearts by his Spirit. To him, therefore, not to them, or those who have preached the gospel, belongs the glory. 

Verse 16
To prayer; the place of prayer. 

Spirit of divination; an evil spirit, under the influence of which she professed to divine, that is to reveal things beyond the reach of human knowledge. 

Soothsaying; professing to foretell future events. Men are often more anxious to know their fortunes than their duty. They more earnestly seek, and more liberally pay for specious delusions and lying vanities, than for substantial realities and momentous truth. 

Verse 18
Being grieved; at her debased and wretched condition, and the evil she might occasion. 

In the name of Jesus Christ; this showed that the author of this miracle was not Paul, but Christ. 

Verse 19
Hope of their gains; the hope of making any more money in that wicked way. Under the influence of Satan, persons may pretend to foretell future events, and to exercise supernatural power; but when Christ delivers them from the snares of Satan, such pretensions will cease. 

Verse 20
Many are greatly troubled when Satan is prevented from helping them to make money; and earnestly contend that the prosecution of their wicked employment is essential to the public good. 

Verse 21
Customs-not lawful; a new religion contrary to the Roman law. 

Verse 24
The inner prison; from which it would be most difficult to escape. 

Stocks; wooden frames in which their feet were fastened. 

Verse 25
It is not in the power of the wicked to make the righteous unhappy, or prevent their rejoicing with exceeding joy. 

Verse 26
Bands; chains, cords, or fetters by which they were confined. 

Verse 27
Would have killed himself; to avoid the punishment of death, to which those were liable who allowed prisoners to escape. Compare chap Acts 12:19. 

Verse 30
To be saved; from sin, and the wrath of a justly offended God. To a convicted sinner, the most important of all things is salvation from sin and hell. To obtain it, he must do something; and the business of a minister is, to show him what he must do, set before him the motives, and look to the Holy Ghost to lead him to do it. 

Verse 31
Thy house; thy family. 

Verse 35
Sergeants; the lictors who attended on the magistrates, and executed their commands. 

Verse 37
Being Romans; having a right to the privileges of Roman citizens, whom it was unlawful thus to scourge and imprison. 

Let them come; this would be a public acknowledgment by the magistrates that they had done wrong. It is sometimes right and wise to claim the protection of civil law; to appeal from the judgment of inferior magistrates to higher tribunals, and let all know that the rights and privileges of citizens are not to be trampled on with impunity. Government is unfaithful to itself, to its subjects, and to God, if it fails to be a terror to evil-doers, and a praise and protection to those that do well. 

Verse 39
Besought them; to overlook the injustice which had been done them, and to depart. 

Verse 40
Comforted them; by recounting the goodness of God, and encouraging them to love and trust in him. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verse 1
Amphipolis; the chief city of the first or eastern division of Macedonia. 

Thessalonica; the capital of the second division of Macedonia. 

Verse 2
The scriptures; the Old Testament. The sermons of ministers should not be mere exhortations, or addresses to the passions and imaginations of men, but should contain sound argument and conclusive reasoning-not merely asserting, but proving the great doctrines and duties of the gospel, and enforcing them upon the consciences and hearts of men. 

Verse 3
Must needs have suffered; the Scriptures foretold that the Messiah would suffer. His death was needful in order to their fulfilment, and to the salvation of men. 

Verse 4
Consorted with Paul and Silas; joined them. 

Devout Greeks; gentile Greeks who had become acquainted with the true religion as revealed in the Old Testament, and were worshippers of Jehovah. The women also appear to have been of the same class. So also in verse Acts 17:12. 

Verse 5
Moved with envy; at the success of Paul and Silas. 

Jason; a relation of Paul, at whose house he and Silas stayed. Romans 16:21. Rejecters of truth and violators of morality are apt to unite in opposing the gospel, and in doing this, the openly vicious of the basest sort can plead earnestly for the constitution and laws of the country, and express great fears lest these should be violated, and the public receive detriment. 

Verse 7
Do contrary to the decrees of Caesar; are guilty of rebelling against him. 

Verse 9
Taken security of Jason; exacted a bond of him, by which he was made responsible that no disturbance should be caused by the presence of Paul and Silas. In accordance with this they were immediately sent away. 

Verse 10
Berea; a city of Macedonia south-west of Thessalonica. 

Verse 11
More noble; more noble-minded-candid inquirers after truth. 

Whether those things were so; whether the things taught by Paul and Silas were true, in accordance with the Scriptures. Readiness of mind to hear the gospel, and daily to search the Scriptures for the purpose of understanding and obeying them, is evidence of true nobleness of spirit, and the means of increasing it, and of leading many to believe in Christ the Saviour of their souls. 

Verse 13
The uneasiness which men feel when others receive the blessings which they themselves reject, is evidence of deep wickedness of heart. In refusing to enter the kingdom of heaven, and in trying to hinder others, they manifest the spirit of the great destroyer, and are hastening towards the place prepared for him and his angels. 

Verse 15
Athens; the most distinguished city in Greece, and the seat of literature, philosophy, and the fine arts. 

Verse 16
Men may be renowned for human learning, and greatly attached to rites and forms of devotion, and yet be ignorant of the only proper object and way of religious worship, and be sunk in deep degradation and wickedness. 

Verse 17
Disputed; reasoned with them concerning the Messiahship of Jesus Christ, the worship of the one living and true God, and the retributions of eternity. 

Verse 18
Epicureans; from Epicurus their founder, who taught that pleasure is the chief good. 

Stoics; from stoa, a Greek word meaning a porch; because, in a structure so named, Zeno the founder of this sect taught his doctrines. Among these the two following were prominent: that all things are fixed by necessity, and that the chief good of man lies in raising himself to a state of indifference to all earthly things. 

Verse 19
Areopagus; that is, as the word means, Mars-hill; a rocky height in Athens, opposite the western end of the Acropolis, where the highest Athenian court was held. 

Verse 22
Too superstitious; rather, very religiously inclined, very much disposed to honor the gods. 

Verse 23
Passed by; passed through the city, and beheld the sacred places and objects. 

To the unknown God; or, as the inscription may also be rendered, To an unknown God. They not only worshipped all the gods that were known, but had an altar to one that was unknown. However this might have arisen, it showed the truth of what Paul said, that they were much inclined to honor the gods; and it furnished him with an admirable occasion of preaching to them the true God, who was to them "the unknown God." 

Verse 24
Dwelleth not in temples, according to the heathen idea of a local and limited presence. He is not confined to any place, but fills all places. 

Verse 26
Hath made of one blood; caused all men to spring from one family. 

Times-bounds; the countries where they should live, and the periods during which they should occupy them. As all the human race are the offspring, and are under the government of one common Father, they are all brethren of one family, and are bound to treat one another as such. Each has rights given him by his heavenly Father, of which no man or body of men can deprive him, without deep injustice against a brother, and flagrant rebellion against God. 

Verse 27
Seek the Lord; the object of God in creation and providence is, that men may know, worship, and enjoy him. This they may do, for he is everywhere present, sustaining, upholding, and governing all things. 

Verse 28
Your own poets; Aratus of Cilicia, a Greek poet who lived more than three hundred years before, and Cleanthes, who lived about the same time, and was successor of Zeno the founder of the Stoics, both expressed the sentiment referred to; and Aratus expressed it in the very words which Paul quotes. 

Verse 29
We ought not to think; that Jehovah is like material objects of any kind. 

Verse 30
Winked at; suffered, bore with, and did not give them a written expression of his condemnation of these sins, or come out in judgment against them. 

To repent; of their idolatry and wickedness, and turn to the worship and service of the one only living and true God. 

Verse 31
That man; Jesus Christ. 

Ordained; appointed for this purpose. 

Assurance; conclusive evidence. A day of searching and righteous judgment is coming, when each and all must stand before an omniscient and almighty Judge, who will render to all according to their works. Romans 2:6-11; Revelation 14:11. 

Verse 32
Some mocked; they considered a resurrection impossible and absurd. 

Verse 34
Clave unto him; believed his doctrines, and followed him as their teacher. 

The Areopagite; a member of the Areopagus, or Athenian court. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verse 1

Corinth; the capital of Achaia, a province of Greece. 

Verse 2

Pontus; the north-eastern province of Asia Minor. 

Claudius; the Roman emperor, who reigned from A.D. 41 to 54. 

Verse 3

Craft; trade, or occupation. 

They were tent-makers; it was the custom of the Jews to have their sons taught some mechanical art; that they might thus, in any emergency, be able to provide for themselves. A knowledge of useful business is important to all, especially to ministers who are called to preach the gospel and establish churches in heathen lands; and diligence in the discharge of appropriate duties is honorable, and highly conducive to usefulness and enjoyment. 

Verse 4

Persuaded the Jews; that Jesus was the Christ. 

Verse 5

Pressed in the spirit; distressed in view of the condition of the Jews, and powerfully moved to preach to them the gospel. 

Verse 6

Opposed themselves; set themselves against him and his preaching. 

Shook his raiment; in token of deep abhorrence of their sins. 

Your blood; the guilt of your destruction. 

I am clean; free from blame. 

Verse 7

One that worshipped God; a proselyte to the Jewish religion. 

Verse 9

Ministers of the gospel are at times liable to great fear and depression of spirits. But God is able to encourage and protect them. He would have them remember, that among their opposers may be many who will be their warmest friends; and that by perseverance and fidelity in preaching the gospel, they may be instrumental in preparing them for an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

Verse 10

Much people in this city; many who shall receive the gospel and be saved. 

Verse 12

Gallio; the Roman governor of the province of Achaia, and brother of the philosopher Seneca. 

Made insurrection; assaulted and apprehended Paul. 

Verse 13

Contrary to the law; the law of Moses. 

Verse 14

Paul was now about to open his mouth; to speak in his own defence. 

Wrong or wicked lewdness; injustice, or any crime. 

Reason would that I should bear with you; it would be reasonable to hear the complaint and try the cause. 

Verse 15

A question of words and names; merely about their religion. 

Verse 17

Then all the Greeks; the Gentiles present, who sympathized with Gallio in his abhorrence of Jewish bigotry. 

Sosthenes; probably at that time a leader of the persecution against Paul. 

Cared for none of those things; troubled not himself about the treatment that Sosthenes received from the Greeks, being willing that he should suffer the indignation of the people. 

Verse 18

Shorn his head; cut off his hair, as was the custom in fulfilment of a vow, or promise to the Lord. 

Cenchrea; the seaport of Corinth, about eight miles east of the city. 

Verse 19

Ephesus; a city of Ionia in Asia Minor, about forty miles south of Smyrna. 

Verse 21

This feast; the feast of the passover. A pious man with right views, in forming his plans, will not lose sight of his dependence on God, or forget that, if the Lord will, he shall live and do this or that; and he will honor Him by the suitable expression, at proper times, of this momentous truth. 

Verse 22

Cesarea; a seaport on the western coast of Palestine. 

Gone up; to Jerusalem. 

Antioch; in Syria, the place from which he went out on his late tour. 

Verse 23

Galatia and Phrygia; provinces which he had before visited. 

Strengthening all the disciples; confirming their faith in the gospel and encouraging them to persevere in holy living. 

Verse 24

Alexandria; a city in the north part of Egypt, founded by Alexander the Great, about three hundred years before Christ. 

Verse 25

This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; so far as it was revealed in the Old Testament, and made known by the preaching of John the Baptist. 

Verse 26

Expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly; they showed him what had taken place since the preaching of John with regard to the Messiah, and pointed out more clearly the way of salvation through him. Great zeal and eloquence, united with love to Christ and the souls of men, are not enough to make a minister of the gospel most useful. He must also be acquainted with the word and the providence of God, and be able to show how one is a fulfilment and illustration of the other. 

Verse 27

Achaia; a part of Greece, of which Corinth was the capital, where Aquila and Priscilla had lived. 

The brethren wrote; the Christians at Ephesus wrote letters, recommending Apollos to the Christians in Achaia. 

Helped them much; by his zeal, eloquence, and piety, he greatly assisted those who, through grace, had believed in Jesus Christ. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verse 1
The upper coasts; Phrygia and Galatia, which lay east at a distance from the sea on higher ground than Ephesus. 

Verse 2
Received the Holy Ghost; his miraculous powers. 

Not so much as heard; that the Holy Spirit had been given, in his special manifestations, as at the day of Pentecost. Acts 2:17-18. 

Verse 6
The Holy Ghost came on them; with his miraculous power, as he had done on other disciples. 

Verse 9
Divers were hardened; by resisting and rejecting the truth. 

That way; the way of salvation which Paul preached. 

The school; the room or place where Tyrannus taught. When the preaching of the gospel only hardens men, and leads them more bitterly to oppose the truth, it is sometimes best for ministers to leave them, and go where there is a greater prospect of success. The rejection of the gospel by some is thus made the occasion of salvation to others. 

Verse 10
Asia; Ionia, or proconsular Asia, of which Ephesus was the capital. 

Verse 13
Vagabond; wandering about from city to city in the exercise of their juggling arts. 

Exorcists; those who pretended, by repeating the name of God, and performing certain ceremonies, to heal diseases and expel evil spirits. 

We adjure you; charge you, by an oath in the name of Jesus, whom Paul preacheth, to come out. 

Verse 15
Jesus I know, and Paul; their power to expel us we acknowledge, but not yours. 

Verse 17
Magnified; he was increasingly honored. The efforts of wicked men to exalt themselves result in their deeper abasement; and attempts to dishonor Christ are overruled for the promotion of his glory, and the advancement of his cause. 

Verse 18
Confessed; their former wicked deeds. 

Verse 19
Curious arts; cunning, adroit practices of jugglery and deception. 

Books; those which taught the way to practise these arts. When men are truly converted to God and obey his will, they will forsake their former wicked practices, however popular or gainful; and all that property which cannot be made useful to mankind they will destroy. 

Verse 21
Macedonia and Achaia; provinces in Greece which he had before visited. Chapter Acts 16:10; Acts 17:15; Acts 18:12. 

Verse 22
Erastus; he had been chamberlain, or treasurer of Corinth. Romans 16:23. 

Asia; verse Acts 19:10. 

Verse 23
That way; the way of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

Verse 24
Shrines for Diana; Diana was a celebrated heathen goddess, to whom a splendid temple was erected at Ephesus. The shrines were small silver temples, in imitation of that of Diana, which were bought by multitudes, and kept as precious memorials. 

Craftsmen; the silversmiths who made these shrines. 

Verse 25
Craft; trade. 

Verse 26
Turned away much people; turned many from the worship of idols. The gospel, in proportion as it prevails, will render profitless all those trades and employments which demoralize and injure mankind. It will also render the conviction universal, that men have no right to prosecute or encourage any business which is not beneficial to their fellow-men. 

Verse 31
Theatre; which was customarily used as a place for the public assembling of the citizens. 

Verse 33
Putting him forward; for the purpose of giving him opportunity to address the assembly. 

Verse 34
Cried out; to prevent Alexander from being heard. When, by the prevalence of truth and love, wicked men are prevented from making money by wrong-doing, they are often filled with wrath; they sometimes excite a tumult, and by senseless clamor try to drown the voice of reason, and to sweep away all that hinders them by the whirlwind of passion. 

Verse 35
Town-clerk; a city magistrate, who presided in the senate, recorded the laws, and read in public what was to be communicated to the people. 

Appeased the people; quieted them, so that he could be heard. 

The image; the image of Diana which was kept in the temple, and which they said was given by Jupiter the chief of the gods. 

Verse 36
Cannot be spoken against; cannot be denied; must be admitted as true. 

Verse 37
Churches; temples. 

Verse 38
A matter; just cause of complaint. 

Deptuies; proconsuls, who presided over the administration of justice. 

Implead one another; argue their cases in court. Sometimes men of standing and influence are found with rabble in a riot. Not unfrequently designing individuals, who live on the vices of the people, and whose pecuniary interests are affected by the increase of light, are the instigators of lawless outbreaks against liberty and life; such ought, for the safety of the public, to be visited with exemplary punishment. 

Verse 39
Other matters; things which concern not individuals merely, but the public. 

Lawful assembly; one not got up by tumult, but regularly called. 

Verse 40
Called in question for this day’s uproar; accused to the Roman government and punished. Riotous assemblies were forbidden by Roman law, and the penalty for instigating them was death. The Ephesians therefore, especially Demetrius and his associates, were in no small danger; and when they came to consider, they were very willing to disperse, as is often the case with rioters under an efficient government. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verse 4
Asia; Asia Minor, or proconsular Asia. Chap Acts 19:10.s The persons here mentioned were Christian brethren. 

Verse 5
For us; this language shows that Luke, the author of this book, was one of the company. 

Troas; chap Acts 16:8. 

Verse 6
Unleavened bread; the passover. 

Verse 7
First day of the week; the Lord’s day, or Christian Sabbath. 

To break bread; celebrate the Lord’s supper. The first day of the week was observed by the apostles and those who were under the special guidance of the Holy Ghost, as the Lord’s day or the Christian Sabbath, a day for hearing the gospel and public worship. It has been so observed by pious men and by the church of God in all subsequent ages, and it will continue to be so observed to the end of time. 

Verse 13
Assos; a maritime city near Troas, on the Aegean sea. 

Verse 14
Mitylene; the capital of the island of Lesbos. 

Verse 15
Chios; an island in the Aegean sea, now called Scio. 

Samos; an island near the province of Lydia. 

Trogyllium; a town on the coast opposite Samos. 

Miletus; a maritime town south of Ephesus. 

Verse 16
Sail by Ephesus; pass it without stopping. 

Verse 17
The elders of the church; pastors and teachers. It has ever been the will of God that Christian churches should be supplied with pastors, who should preach to them the gospel, set them holy examples, superintend their religious concerns, and devote themselves to the promotion of their spiritual good. It has also ever been the will of God, that some of his ministers should be evangelists or missionaries; should visit and gather churches among the destitute in Christian and Pagan lands, and do what they can to preach the gospel to every creature. 

Verse 20
Kept back nothing; refrained from teaching no doctrines or duties that would benefit the people. 

Verse 22
Bound in the Spirit; influenced by the Holy Ghost and a strong conviction of duty. 

Verse 26
Pure from the blood; am not guilty, through unfaithfulness, of the destruction of any. Ministers, to be free from the guilt of being accessory to the ruin of men, must declare to them, as far as they understand it, the divine will; and especially must they show them the author, nature, necessity, and evidences of repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and set before them the motives which God has revealed, and which are suited to lead them to exercise these spiritual graces; and in doing this, they must depend upon and earnestly seek the influences of the Holy Ghost. 

Verse 28
Overseers; in the original, bishops, who in verse Acts 20:17 are called elders, and who had the oversight of the church. 

God; Jesus Christ. 

Verse 29
Grievous wolves; teachers of false and destructive doctrines. 

The flock; the church of God. 

Verse 31
Warn every one; of their danger, and point out the way to escape it. 

Verse 34
Ministered unto my necessities; wrought for the supply of my wants. 

Verse 35
Support the weak; supply the wants of the feeble and destitute. 

The words of the Lord Jesus; a saying of our Lord not recorded in the gospels, though the truth which it contains was taught abundantly by Jesus Christ on many occasions. 

More blessed to give than to receive; to be instrumental in communicating blessings, than in merely receiving them. If a minister of the gospel is not supported by others, it is no dishonor and no dereliction of duty for him to labor, working with his own hands, that he may supply his necessities; and in proportion as he resembles his Lord, he will find that the excellence, usefulness, and happiness of communicating blessings are greater than of merely receiving them. The soul is so made, that if it would be good, it must do good; and if it would be happy, it must delight in making others happy. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verse 1
Them; the Ephesian elders at Miletus. 

Coos; a small island near the south-west corner of Asia Minor. 

Rhodes; an island not far from Coos. 

Patara; a seaport in the province of Lycia. 

Verse 2
Phenicia; a country on the north-west border of Canaan, of which Tyre and Sidon were principal cities. Chap Acts 11:19. 

Verse 3
Cyprus; an island in the north-east part of the Mediterranean sea. Chap Acts 13:4. 

Verse 4
Said to Paul through the Spirit; the Holy Spirit made known to them the dangers to which Paul would be exposed, and led them to express to him their strong desire that he should not go up to Jerusalem. But he did not communicate by them to Paul, who himself went up to Jerusalem "bound in the Spirit," any authoritative command to desist from his purpose. It is delightful to Christians when travelling to find disciples of Christ in places which they visit, and to tarry with them, when convenient. The more they love Christ and are like him, the more they will love one another. But their stay together on earth must be short, and when called to part, it is a great privilege to commend one another to God, and beseech him, that if they meet not again on earth, they may meet, to part no more, in heaven. 

Verse 7
Ptolemais; a city south of Tyre, and near mount Carmel. 

Verse 8
Cesarea; a city still farther south, about sixty miles from Jerusalem. 

Evangelist; a preacher of the gospel and founder of churches, but not a settled pastor. 

The seven; Acts 6:1-9. 

Verse 9
Did prophesy; see note to chap Acts 11:27. 

Verse 10
Agabus; chap Acts 11:27-28. 

Verse 11
Gentiles; the Romans, who then governed Judea. 

Verse 12
We and they; Paul’s companions and the disciples at Cesarea. 

Verse 13
Affection for friends should not be so manifested or indulged as to unfit us or them for the performance of duty. 

Verse 15
Carriages; not vehicles to carry them, but things which they carried, their baggage. 

Verse 16
Mnason of Cyprus; formerly of Cyprus, but now living in Jerusalem, with whom Paul and his companions lodged. 

Verse 18
James; see note to chapter Acts 12:17. 

Verse 20
Zealous of the law; though they believed in Christ, they still observed the ceremonial law. 

Verse 21
The Jews which are among the Gentiles; who lived in heathen countries. 

Moses; the ceremonial law which he enjoined. 

The customs; the religious practices of the Jews. To excite opposition to the gospel, its enemies often misrepresent it. They slander those who preach it, and in various ways show themselves to be followers of him who, from the beginning, abode not in the truth, but was a liar, and the father of it. John 8:44. 

Verse 22
What is it; what is to be done? 

Verse 24
Purify thyself with them; perform the ceremonies required for purification in the Mosaic law. Numbers 6:1-20. 

Be at charges; by bearing the expense of the offerings made in such cases. 

Shave their heads; cut their hair, which during the continuance of their vow had been suffered to grow; and which, when cut, showed that they were released. Chap Acts 18:18. 

Are nothing; are not as they have been represented. 

Verse 25
Touching the Gentiles which believe; chap Acts 15:19-29. 

Verse 26
Entered into the temple; to make known to the priest when the vow would end, and thus prepare the way for the customary sacrifices to be offered. Some things are in themselves indifferent; if we do them we are not the better, and if we neglect them we are not the worse: if our doing them would tend to injure others, we should not do them; if it would tend to benefit others, we should not neglect them; but we should not do wrong to conciliate bad men, or for any other purpose. 

Verse 27
Seven days; the time the vow was to last. 

Verse 28
Greeks; Gentiles, who were considered as unclean, and were forbidden to enter that part of the temple appropriated to the Jews, lest they should defile it. 

Verse 29
Trophimus; he had come with Paul from Ephesus. Acts 20:4. 

They supposed; they inferred this from having seen him in the city with Paul. 

Verse 31
Chief captain; the Roman officer in command of the military forces at Jerusalem. 

Verse 33
Bound with two chains; a fulfilment of the prophecy, Acts 21:11. 

Verse 34
The castle; the fortress of Antonia, where the soldiers were stationed. 

Verse 35
The stairs; which led from the temple to the castle. 

Verse 36
The course which good men take to remove the prejudices and to conciliate the favor of the wicked, is sometimes the occasion of increased hostility, and more violent and deadly opposition. 

Verse 38
That Egyptian; this Egyptian is mentioned by Josephus, Antiq B 20, chap 8, sec 6; and Jewish Wars, B 2, chap 13, sec 5. 

Verse 39
Tarsus; Paul’s native city. Chap Acts 9:11. 

No mean city; Augustus the Roman emperor made it a free city, which released the citizens from tribute, and permitted them to be governed by their own laws. Josephus says it was the metropolis, and most renowned city of Cilicia, Antiq B 1, chap 6, sec 6; and Xenophon calls it a great and flourishing city. 

Verse 40
The Hebrew tongue; the dialect of the Hebrew then spoken in Palestine. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verse 1
The best defence which a man can make of himself and his conduct often is to give a plain statement of the providences of God of the reasons which satisfied his own mind, and which, in his view, ought to satisfy the minds of others. 

Verse 3
Tarsus; chap Acts 21:39. 

This city; Jerusalem. 

Gamaliel; a celebrated Jewish teacher. 

Verse 4
This way; the christian cause. 

Verse 5
High-priest; chap Acts 9:1-2. 

Estate of the elders; the Sanhedrin, or national council of the Jews. 

Verses 6-13
The conversion of Paul. Chap Acts 9:3-18. 

Verse 9
Heard not; see note to chap Acts 9:7. 

Verse 14
Shouldest-see that Just One; Jesus Christ. Chap Acts 3:14; Acts 7:52. See also note to chap Acts 9:17. Persecutors of Christ and his cause are sometimes made his cordial friends, and eminently instrumental in extending the triumphs of his kingdom, having been chosen to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2:13. 

Verse 16
Wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord; be cleansed by the Holy Spirit, through faith in Christ and obedience to his commands. 

Verse 18
Him; the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Verse 19
They know that I imprisoned; he thought that the knowledge which the men of Jerusalem had of his former treatment of the Christians would convince them of his sincerity, and dispose them to listen to his arguments. But the Saviour, who better knew their hearts, saw that it would not. 

Verse 20
Stephen; chap Acts 7:58; Acts 8:1. 

Verse 21
Christ not only calls his ministers, but assigns them the places and conditions in which they are to labor. These may be very different from what they, if left to themselves, would select; yet he orders them in wisdom, and if his servants follow his directions, he will render them as useful as will best promote his glory, and the highest good of his kingdom. 

Verse 22
Unto this word; that God would send him to the Gentiles. That the Gentiles should be admitted to equal privileges with the Jews in the Messiah’s kingdom, was that doctrine which above all others gave offence to them. 

Verse 23
Threw dust; expressive of their abhorrence. 

Verse 24
Castle; chap Acts 21:34. 

Scourging; whipping-a Roman mode of torturing men, to make them confess their crimes. 

That he might know; his ignorance of the Hebrew tongue, used by both Paul and his enemies, probably prevented him from understanding the nature of the charge made against the apostle. 

Verse 25
Thongs; cords or straps. 

A Roman; a Roman citizen. As civil government is an ordinance of God, it is sometimes proper, when assailed, to avail ourselves of its protection. True religion inculcates submission under trials, and the use of all suitable means to avoid and remove them. 

Verse 28
This freedom; of Roman citizenship. This was sometimes conferred as a reward for distinguished services, sometimes inherited, and sometimes bought with money. 

Verse 29
The chief captain-was afraid; to bind a Roman citizen, uncondemned, for the purpose of scourging him, was contrary to the Roman law, and exposed him who did it to severe punishment. 

Verse 30
Have known the certainty; the crime of which he was accused. 

Them; the Jewish council. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verse 1
Lived in all good conscience; done what I thought to be right. 

Verse 2
Smite him on the mouth; by this he would indicate that Paul had uttered a falsehood. 

Verse 3
Smite thee; visit in judgment. 

Whited wall; hypocrite. 

Verse 5
Wist not; knew not. At this time the occupancy of the high-priesthood had become very irregular. If Ananias actually was then the high-priest, it is probable that Paul either did not know the fact, or at the moment did not advert to it. 

It is written; Exodus 22:28. 

Verse 6
I am a Pharisee; Paul agreed with the Pharisees in believing that the soul lives after the death of the body, and that there will be a resurrection-points on which they differed from the Sadducees. 

Resurrection of the dead; he contended that Jesus Christ had actually risen. This showed that He was the Messiah, that the doctrine of a resurrection was true, and that all men would be raised. 1 Corinthians 15:12-23. 

Verse 7
There is no bond of permanent union among persecutors of Christians. They may, for selfish purposes, unite for a time in opposing the truth; but they are easily divided; and God, through their divisions, may deliver his people from their power. 

Verse 8
Neither angel, nor spirit; no such thing as created spirits existing, separate from bodies. 

Confess both; receive both doctrines as true. 

Verse 9
A spirit or an angel; chap Acts 22:6-8; Acts 22:17-21. 

Verse 11
The Lord; the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus Christ is able, at any time, and in any place, to manifest himself to his people, to fill them with joy, and make their enemies the occasion of accomplishing what is most earnestly to be desired. 

Verse 12
A curse; a solemn oath, imprecating divine vengeance on themselves should they eat or drink before they had killed Paul. 

Verse 21
Looking for a promise from thee; that he would bring Paul down. Bigoted and hypocritical professors of religion, who have adopted wrong principles, and been corrupted by wicked practices, are often among the most deceitful, hardened, and cruel of mankind, and the most malignant opposers of divine truth. 

Verse 23
Third hour of the night; nine o’clock. 

Verse 24
Felix; he had been a slave of Antonia, the mother of Claudius the Roman emperor, but was freed and became governor of Judea. 

Verse 27
An army; a band of soldiers. 

A Roman; a Roman citizen. 

Verse 29
The persecution of peaceable citizens on account of their religion, of their reading the Bible, and judging of its meaning, is such an outrage as to be condemned even by heathen. When practised, it has ever been, and ever will be, a foul disgrace not only to the Christian, but to the civilized world. 

Verse 31
Antipatris; a town about forty miles from Jerusalem, on the way to Cesarea. 

Verse 35
Herod’s judgment-hall, literally, Herod’s praetorium; this was the palace built by Herod the Great at Cesarea, and now occupied by the Roman governor Felix. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verse 1
Tertullus; a lawyer employed to plead against Paul. 

Verse 5
Pestilent fellow; literally, a pest. Eloquence may be employed in propagating falsehood and promoting wickedness. It then becomes a world of iniquity, setting on fire the course of nature, being set on fire of hell. James 3:5-10. 

Verse 6
Profane the temple; chap Acts 21:27-30. 

Verse 7
Lysias; chap Acts 21:31-40; Acts 23:26-30. 

Verse 10
Christians rejoice to state facts and proclaim truth before those who are capable of judging. They are friends of free discussion, knowing that from it truth has nothing to fear. Though falsehood may be specious, and when set off with the trappings of oratory, may for a time prevail, truth stated in its native simplicity, and shining with its own brightness, will ultimately triumph. 

Verse 14
The way; in the Acts of the Apostles the Christian religion is commonly called "the way," chap Acts 9:2; Acts 19:9. etc. 

Heresy; the original word signifies rather, sect, that is, schismatic party. So the Jews falsely and reproachfully called the Christians. 

Verse 15
Have hope; of a resurrection. An abiding conviction of the certainty of a resurrection, and of a future retribution according to the deeds done in the body, tends powerfully to keep the conscience awake, and to lead men habitually to do right; while the disbelief of those truths removes a powerful restraint against doing wrong. 

Verse 16
I exercise myself; habitually strive. 

A conscience void of offence; one that shall accuse me of no departure from duty towards God or man. 

Verse 18
Purified; according to the ceremonies of the Mosaic law. Chap Acts 21:26-28. 

Verse 20
Council; chap Acts 23:1-10. 

Verse 22
That way; the Christian way. See note to verse Acts 24:14. 

Deferred; put off the further hearing of the case till Lysias should arrive. Whether Felix was sincere in this delay appears doubtful from his conduct as recorded in verses Acts 24:26-27. 

Verse 24
Drusilla; she was daughter of the first Herod Agrippa; was married to Azizus king of Emesa, but afterwards left him, and became the wife of Felix. 

Verse 25
Righteousness; doing right towards God and man. 

Temperance; the proper regulation of the appetites and passions. 

Judgment to come; the future general judgment, when all will receive from Christ according to their works. Chap Acts 17:31; Matthew 25:31-46. 

Felix trembled; in view of his sins, and his prospects at the coming judgment. 

A convenient season; such a season does not seem ever to have arrived. When conviction of sin produces fearful forebodings of coming wrath, different persons take opposite courses. One inquires, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" The Lord shows him, leads him to do it, and he is saved. Chap Acts 9:6. Another dismisses the subject, continues in known sin, and goes down to perdition. "To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." "He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." Hebrews 3:7-8; Proverbs 29:1. 

Verse 26
Money-given; as a bribe, to induce him to release Paul. Worldly minded and covetous men may seek to make even the preaching of the gospel a means of adding to their unrighteous gain. Such place themselves in a position where there is little hope that even the plainest and most faithful exhibitions of the truth can profit them. 

Verse 27
Came into Felix’s room; succeeded him in office. 

Willing to show the Jews a pleasure; Felix knew that they had just grounds of accusing himself as governor to the Roman emperor, and he took this unrighteous way of conciliating their good will. 

Left Paul bound; detained him as a prisoner, though justice required his release. One unrighteous deed on the part of a ruler places him in the power of the wicked, who will compel him to buy their favor by further acts of injustice. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verse 3
Desired favor; desired that Festus would favor them by sending for Paul, so that they might kill him. 

Verse 5
Any wickedness; if he has committed any crime. 

Verse 7
Persecutors of Christians, though high in ecclesiastical or political office, will often make statements which they cannot prove, which are not true, and the falsehood and malignity of which are so manifest, that they may be seen and condemned even by enlightened heathen. 

Verse 10
Caesar’s judgment-seat; the Roman tribunal, before which he then was. Of course there was no good reason why he should go to Jerusalem. 

Verse 11
I appeal unto Caesar; I will go to Rome and be tried before the emperor. To this, as a Roman citizen, he had a right. When men destitute of the spirit of Christ, at the head of ecclesiastical affairs, deny the right of private judgment, and are disposed to persecute those who exercise it, good men sometimes have more to fear from them, than from the most absolute civil despot. 

Verse 12
The council; his own council, with whom he was accustomed to advise in the administration of justice. The original Greek has a different word here from that applied to the Jewish council, or Sanhedrin. 

Verse 13
Agrippa; Herod Agrippa, son of the Herod mentioned in chapter Acts 12:1, and great-grandson of Herod the Great, under whose reign Christ was born. 

Bernice; Agrippa’s sister. She first married her uncle the king of Chalcis, and then Polemon king of Chilicia, whom she deserted to live with her brother Felix Agrippa. 

To salute Festus; to congratulate him upon his accession to office. 

Verse 16
To condemn a man unheard, without his being informed of the nature, extent, and grounds of his accusation, or being permitted to meet and examine his accusers face to face, is the essence of tyranny; and must be condemned by the judgment and common-sense of the whole world. 

Verse 19
Worldly politicians, high in office and clothed with great pomp and power, often think and speak very lightly of events into which angels desire to look, which fill heaven with rapture, and will be the theme of grateful and adoring praises from multitudes which no man can number, for ever and ever. 

Verse 20
Doubted of such manner of questions; how such questions should be disposed of, or what course he should take with them. 

Verse 21
Augustus; Augustus and Caesar were used as terms of office: each meant the Roman emperor. At that time, this emperor was Nero. 

Verse 24
Have dealt with me; accused before me, and wished me to condemn. 

Verse 26
No certain thing; no crime to allege, or accusation to specify. 

Somewhat; something definite. 

Verse 27
Signify; point out, specify. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verse 2
It is pleasant to proclaim the gospel to intelligent hearers, especially such as are well acquainted with the Bible. True religion does not fear, but courts investigation. It accords with the word, and is proved to be true by the providence of God. The more it is examined in the light of the Scriptures and of facts, the deeper will be the conviction that it is from God; and the more intelligent men are, the more guilty they will be, if they do not embrace it. 

Verse 3
Expert in all customs and questions-among the Jews; Agrippa was of Idumaean descent. But from the days of John Hyrcanus, the Idumaeans south of Palestine, to whom his family belonged, had adopted the Jewish religion, and were reckoned as Jews. 

Verse 4
At the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem; though born in Tarsus, Paul was early sent to Jerusalem for his education. Chapter Acts 22:3. 

Verse 6
The promise; of the Messiah. 

Verse 7
Hope to come; hope to experience the fulfilment of the promise. 

Hope’s sake; for having believed in Christ as the Messiah, and expecting a resurrection through him to endless life. 

Verse 8
Incredible; not to be believed; absurd, or wanting evidence. 

Verse 9
I verily thought with myself; in persecuting Christ, Paul was sincere in his error; but this did not make him guiltless, for his belief had its foundation in a wrong state of heart. Had he been humble, candid, and teachable, the evidence which Jesus gave of his Messiahship would have carried full conviction to his mind. 

Contrary to the name; in opposition to the teachings and to the followers of Christ. Conscience is not always a safe guide. It must be enlightened by the word and Spirit of God, and accompanied with a pious heart. All should feel this, and so acknowledge God, that he may direct their paths, guide them in judgment, and teach them his way-that way of pleasantness, that path of peace. Proverbs 3:6; Psalms 25:9. 

Verse 10
Authority; chap Acts 9:14; Acts 22:4-5. 

Verse 11
Compelled them; that is, used violent means to induce them. It does not follow that his efforts were successful. 

Blaspheme; the name of Jesus, by denying him to be the Messiah. 

Strange cities; cities in foreign lands. 

Verse 12
Whereupon; while engaged in this persecution. Chap Acts 9:1-6. 

Verse 17
From the people; that is of the Jews. 

Send thee; chap Acts 22:21. 

Verse 18
Open their eyes; enlighten their minds. 

Darkness to light; the ignorance of heathenism to the saving knowledge of the gospel. 

Power of Satan; from his service to the service of God. Men naturally are ignorant of spiritual things, yield themselves the willing slaves of Satan, and walk in darkness. They need the gospel of Christ, accompanied by the enlightening and purifying influences of his Spirit, to turn them from supreme love of self and sin to supreme love of God and holiness. This gospel must be carried and preached to them, by men whom God raises up and sends forth for this purpose; and these should be aided by the prayers and contributions of all, till the gospel is preached to every creature. Mark 16:15. 

Verse 20
Damascus; chap Acts 9:19-23. 

Meet for repentance; such as true repentance produces. 

Verse 22
Small and great; all classes of people. 

None other things; except those which were foretold in the Old Testament. Isaiah 53:3-9; Psalms 16:10; Acts 2:31; Acts 13:35-37; Isaiah 9:1-2. 

Verse 24
When a man treats the truths of the Bible as realities, and speaks and acts as if he expected to see their fulfilment, those who regard these truths as fables often think and speak of him as deranged. But the more fully a person obeys the word of God, and lives as if he expected its fulfilment, the greater evidence he gives of being in his right mind; and all men who, like the prodigal son, come to their right mind, will view and treat the Bible in the same way. 

Verse 27
Believest thou the prophets? he appeals to Agrippa as a Jew, who professed to receive the scriptures of the Old Testament as the word of God. 

Verse 28
Persuadest me; by the evidence exhibited that the prophecies of the Old Testament concerning the Messiah were fulfilled in Christ. 

Verse 29
I would to God; I earnestly desire. 

As I am; real Christians. 

These bonds; the chains with which he was bound. However wickedly true Christians may be treated by others, they do not wish, so far as they are right, to render evil for evil; but in all suitable ways, to promote the highest temporal and eternal good even of their worst enemies. 

Verse 32
Set at liberty; he is an innocent man, guilty of no crime. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verse 1
We; Luke, Paul, and others. 

Italy; a country in the south part of Europe, between the Adriatic and Mediterranean seas. 

Verse 2
Adramyttium; a seaport of Mysia in the north-western part of Asia Minor. It lay opposite to the isle of Lesbos. 

Aristarchus; chap Acts 19:29; Acts 20:4. 

Verse 3
Sidon; north of Cesarea, from which Paul sailed. Verse Acts 27:2; chap Acts 25:4; Acts 25:13; Acts 25:21. When a man’s ways please the Lord, he can make not only his enemies, but strangers, and even heathen, not merely to be at peace with him, but to aid and assist him. Proverbs 16:7. 

Verse 4
Under Cyprus; along its northern coast, between the island and the main land, to shield themselves from the violence of the wind. 

Winds were contrary; they were the westerly or north-westerly winds which prevail there at that season. 

Verse 5
The sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia; the sea along the coast of those provinces of Asia Minor. Cilicia lay on the south coast of Asia Minor opposite Cyprus, and Pamphylia was the next province west. 

Lycia; next west of Pamphylia. 

Verse 6
Alexandria; a city of Egypt. 

Verse 7
Scarce; with difficulty. 

Cnidus; a town in the province of Caria next west of Lycia. It is in the south-western angle of Asia Minor, and has the isle of Rhodes opposite to it. 

Under Crete; near that island. 

Salmone; the eastern extremity of Crete. 

Verse 8
Hardly passing it; coasting along it with difficulty. 

Fair Havens; on the southern side of Crete, about midway between its eastern and western extremities. 

Verse 9
Much time was spent; on account of the contrary winds. 

The fast; connected with the great day of atonement. Leviticus 16:29-30. This occurred about the twentieth of September, after which sailing was dangerous. 

Verse 10
Much damage-our lives; these words of Paul seem to express not a revelation from God, but rather his own sound judgment. With regard to his own life, he had received from the Lord the assurance that he should see Rome, chap Acts 23:11; but he had not yet received any promise that the lives of all in the ship should be saved. see verses Acts 27:23-24. 

Verse 12
Not commodious to winter in; being open to the wind and sea on the south. 

Phenice; a place in the south-west part of Crete. The majority are often in the wrong, and it is not always wise or safe to follow them. The great question should not be, on which side are the greatest numbers, but on which are truth and duty; and a truly pious man, in seasons of danger and difficulty, may say and do things which it would be unwise to attempt at other times. 

Verse 13
The south wind blew softly; which would be favorable to their purpose, as the coast a few miles beyond the Fair Havens turn to the north of west. 

Close by; near the shore. 

Verse 14
Euroclydon; these winds, now called Levanters, blow from nearly east-north-east. 

Verse 15
Caught; suddenly met by the wind. 

Could not bear up; sail against it. 

Let her drive; before the wind. 

Verse 16
Claudia; a small island a little south of west from the Fair Havens, at the distance of some forty or fifty miles. Melita, the next place where we find them, is a small island south of Sicily, not quite five hundred miles to the west of Clauda. 

To come by the boat; to secure it, by taking it on board. Verse Acts 27:17. 

Verse 17
Taken up; taken into the ship, to prevent the boat being broken or lost. 

Used helps, undergirding; putting chains or ropes around the vessel, to strengthen it and keep it together. 

Quicksands; on the coast of Africa, south-west of them. 

Strake sail; these words do not seem to mean that they took in all sail, which would have left them drifting towards the quicksands at the mercy of the wind and waves; but rather, that they reduced their sail very low. This would enable them, while driven before the wind, to keep the ship’s head in a measure towards the north-west, and thus avoid the African coast and the quicksands. 

Verse 18
Lightened the ship; threw overboard some of her cargo. 

Verse 19
Tackling; whatever belonged to the ship which could be spared. 

Verse 20
Neither sun nor stars; the mariner’s compass was not then known. When sailors could not see the heavenly bodies or the land, they did not know their course. God in his providence often shows men, especially those who traverse the ocean, that they are dependent on him; that all their efforts to deliver themselves are utterly insufficient, and that he must save them, or they must perish. 

Verse 21
Long abstinence; from food, on account of the severity of the storm and the greatness of their danger. 

Verse 24
God hath given thee all; for thy sake, and in answer to thy prayers, they shall be preserved. 

Verse 27
Fourteenth night; after the commencement of the storm. 

Adria: in the wider sense, including not only the Adriatic gulf, but the Ionian sea south of it. 

Deemed; thought, judged. 

Verse 28
Sounded; let down a lead and line to ascertain the depth of the water. 

Twenty fathoms; one hundred and twenty feet. 

Fifteen fathoms; ninety feet. 

Verse 29
Four anchors; to hold the ship where she was. 

Stern; the hinder part of the ship. 

For the day; for daylight, that they might see where they were. 

Verse 30
Shipmen; sailors. 

To flee; escape to the shore, and leave the others to take care of themselves or perish. 

Under color; under the pretence. 

Verse 31
Paul; who saw what they intended. 

These; the sailors. 

Ye cannot be saved; their agency was necessary to manage the vessel. Though God had given Paul the lives of all in the ship, they were yet to be saved by the use of the appropriate means. A future event may be certain because God has determined and revealed it, and it may also be true that unless men use the proper means it will never take place. It was certain that all the two hundred and seventy-five who were with Paul in the ship would get to land, and it was also certain that unless the sailors should stay and manage the ship they would not get to land. So that the use of proper means is just as necessary to accomplish an event which is beforehand certain, as it would be if it were not certain, and its accomplishment depended solely on those means. 

Verse 32
Cut off the ropes; to let the boat fall into the sea and float away, so that the sailors could not escape. 

Verse 33
Taken nothing; no regular meals, or very little. 

Verse 35
The goodness of God should be felt and acknowledged in all our blessings; and when about to partake of the bounties of Providence, we should thank him for them, and ask him to make them the means of our good. 

Verse 38
Cast out the wheat; to lighten the ship, and get it as near the shore as possible. 

Verse 39
Creek; bay, as the original word means. 

Shore; one where they could land. 

Verse 40
Taken up; slipped or cut the ropes which fastened the anchors to the ship, so that the wind might drive her into the bay, now called St. Paul’s bay. 

Loosed the rudder-bands; the rudder had been made fast during the storm. Now it was loosed, that they might again use it to steer the vessel. 

Verse 41
Two seas met; and formed a sand-bar or bank, stretching out into the sea. 

Stuck-fast; in the sand, so that they could get no nearer to the shore. 

Verse 42
To kill the prisoners; those whom they were taking to Rome for trial, lest the soldiers to whose care they had been committed should be punished for letting them go. Soldiers, accustomed to killing men, are apt to think little of the value and sacredness of human life. Fighting is adapted to harden men’s hearts, and to nourish and strengthen those feelings which, if continued, will shut them for ever out of heaven. 

Verse 43
The centurion; Julius. Verses Acts 27:1; Acts 27:3. 

Willing; wishing to save Paul. Thus was Paul made the means of again saving the prisoners from death. Verses Acts 27:24; Acts 27:31. It is often a great blessing to wicked men to have a Christian among them. For his sake they may be saved from death, and also in answer to his prayers, through the abounding grace of God, from endless perdition. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verse 1
Melita; an island about sixty miles south of Sicily, now called Malta. It is a little north of west from the island of Clauda. See note to chap Acts 27:16. 

Verse 2
The barbarous people; a term applied to the islanders as not speaking the Greek language. Compare Romans 1:14. 

Verse 3
A viper; a poisonous serpent. Matthew 3:7. 

Verse 4
Vengeance suffereth not to live; that divine vengeance which even heathen persons believe to follow evil-doers. The sentiment that murderers deserve themselves to die, and that justice requires them to be put to death, is not only a dictate of revelation, but seems to be graven upon the hearts of all men. 

Verse 6
Swollen; from the effect of poison. 

Verse 11
Whose sign was Castor and Pollux; having on its prow painted or carved figures of Castor and Pollux, two heathen divinities, who were supposed to watch over sailors. 

Verse 12
Syracuse; a city in the south-eastern part of Sicily. It lay on the way from Malta to Rome. 

Verse 13
Fetched a compass; sailed in a winding course; either because they followed the irregularities of the coast, or because they were compelled to beat against a head wind. 

Rhegium; a city near the south-west extremity of Italy, in the present kingdom of Naples. 

The south wind blew; which was a favorable wind, as they were sailing north. 

Puteoli; north of Rhegium, towards Rome. It was about eight miles from the modern city of Naples. 

Verse 15
The brethren; Christians at Rome. 

Appii-forum; a town about forty-three miles south of Rome. 

The Three Taverns; ten miles further towards Rome. 

Whom; the brethren from Rome, a part of whom met Paul at Appii-forum, and a part at The Three Taverns. The presence of Christian friends, especially in time of trouble, is delightful. Their countenance and support afford encouragement in duty, and the blessings which come through them should awaken new gratitude, and cause the offering of new thanksgiving to God. 

Verse 16
With a soldier; to whom he is supposed to have been chained. 

Verse 19
Against it; against Paul’s being set at liberty. 

I was constrained; induced by a suitable regard to his safety, knowing that the Jews intended to kill him. Chap Acts 23:16; Acts 25:11. 

Verse 20
The hope of Israel; the Messiah. All proper efforts should be made to communicate to men correct information, and prevent their becoming so prejudiced as to hinder them from candidly hearing the truth and cordially embracing it. 

Verse 22
This sect; Christians. The fact that some persons are very unpopular, and that many speak against them, is no certain evidence that they are wrong. This opposition may arise from the fact, that the prevalence of their doctrines and practices would interfere with the selfishness, pride, indolence, covetousness, and other vices of their opposers. 

Verse 23
Expounded and testified; explained to them the meaning of the predictions of the Messiah, in the Old Testament, and showed that they were filled in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 24
The same divine truths, presented by the same speaker, are treated by different men in a totally different manner. Some receive and treat them as truths; others reject, and treat them as errors. It is not enough, therefore, that men hear these truths, and the evidences which support them; they must also, by the Holy Spirit, be led to believe, or they will reject them. Hence ministers, while they preach to men, should also pray to God that his truth may be attended with his power, and be not only heard and understood, but also believed and obeyed, and thus be the means of eternal life. 

Verse 25
Well spake the Holy Ghost; he spoke the truth. 

Esaias; Isaiah 6:9-10; Matthew 13:14; John 12:39-40. 

Verse 28
The salvation of God; the gospel, which makes known his salvation and the way to obtain it. Chap Acts 13:46. 

Verse 29
Great reasoning; about what Paul had said to them. 

Verse 30
Two whole years; during that time he was kept as a prisoner, preaching the gospel to such as visited him, and writing it as he had opportunity to others. 

Verse 31
Preaching the kingdom of God; making known the gospel, and urging men to embrace it. We are very incompetent judges as to the time, place, and condition in which we may be most useful. If Paul, during the two years of his confinement as a prisoner at Rome, not only preached the gospel to all who came to him, but as has been supposed, also wrote the epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, to Timothy and Philemon, and to the Hebrews, he may thus already have done more good than he could have done by being at liberty, and preaching the gospel to all who would hear him during his whole life. 

