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Christ in Isaiah 
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INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
When Isaiah saw Christ in this chapter he saw Him in His Second Advent glory. Peter, in the Spirit, wrote of how the Prophets foretold the sufferings of Christ, and the glory which should follow. 

In this 2d chapter, Isaiah is given a foregleam of that wonderful hour which yet awaits the earth. He speaks of Christ upon the earth, but not upon the earth to suffer and to die, but the rather to rule and to reign. 

Let us examine some of the things which Isaiah saw: 1. He saw the mountain of the Lord's House established on top of the mountain and exalted above the hills. This is a marvelous symbolical language. We remember in the Book of Daniel, of a stone that was cut out from the mountain side, without hands. Daniel saw until that stone fell upon the great image of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, and smote the image on its feet, and brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the silver, and the gold. 

Isaiah saw a similar vision. In Isaiah 2:12 , Isaiah 2:14-15 he explains the meaning of what he saw. All of this is in line with many other visions in the Scriptures relative to Christ's Return. In the Book of Revelation, chapter 6, we read much the same as in Isaiah 2:19 . Here are the words in Isaiah, "And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His Majesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth." 

2. He saw all nations flow unto the mountain of the Lord's House. In explanation of this part of the vision we read, "And many people shall go up and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the House of the God of Jacob." There is much in Isaiah relative to the Gentiles going up to Jerusalem. 

Before Isaiah's vision closes we are told, "The Gentiles shall come to Thy light, and kings to the brightness of Thy rising." Again, we read, "For the nation and kingdom that will not serve Thee shall perish." 

Isaiah also said, "The Gentiles shall see Thy righteousness, and all kings Thy glory." 

3. He saw the Lord ruling among the nations. This is the third step of his vision. "Out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people." 

4. He saw the earth at peace. Thus he spake. "They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more." 

Thus have we set before you a great theocracy with Jesus Christ, King of kings, and Lord of lords. The Lord is to be crowned with all authority and with all power, as He reigns on David's throne. 

I. SEEING CHRIST IN BIRTH (Isaiah 7:14 ) 
In another sermon we spoke upon this Scripture and upon other Scriptures in Isaiah, relative to the birth of Christ, Just now we wish to emphasize this one thing: Isaiah saw in the birth of Jesus Christ, God incarnate. He announced that the Babe, should be called "Immanuel." He also said in Isaiah 9:6 that His Name should be "The Everlasting Father," and, "The Mighty God." 

In a manger on the hay, 

There, incarnate God, once lay: 

From the Father's throne He came 

To a world all sunk in shame. 

"God with us." Were ever words more expressive of the deeper meaning of the birth of Christ. God incarnate! God manifested in the flesh! God with us! In John's Gospel we read, "(And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father)." It seems almost beyond human conceptions that the eternal Son; the Word which was forever with God and was God, should be found in fashion as a man, and should become obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. 

How great is the magnificat of a multitude of angels as they ascribe praise unto the God-child saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men!" 

II. SEEING CHRIST AS GOD (Isaiah 43:3 ) 
We have just seen how Isaiah in the Spirit saw Christ the Babe, as God. We now wish to turn our attention to a further wonderful thing Isaiah prophesied that Israel would, one day, acknowledge Christ as God. 

In the chapter in which we find our key verse, the Lord is saying unto Israel: "Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the East, and gather thee from the West; I will say to the North, Give up; and to the South, Keep not back: bring My sons from far, and My daughters from the ends of the earth." At that time the Lord will say to Israel, "Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, and My servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me." 

We bless God in the anticipation of the day when Israel shall acknowledge the Deity of Jesus Christ. Not only will they acknowledge it, but the sure Word says, "Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God." 

We can almost see the Prophet Isaiah filled with the Holy Ghost, as, in Christ's stead, he calls to Israel saying, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else." 

Would that the Church of today were faithful in acclaiming the Deity of Jesus Christ. How we bow our heads in shame as we hear men blaspheming the Holy Name of God the Son, and Son of God. For our part, we worship Him, and crown Him the Lord of All. 

III. SEEING THE DEATH OF CHRIST (Isaiah 53:3 ) 
The 53d chapter of Isaiah carries God's report of the rejected incarnate God. He is called the "Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief." Isaiah, therefore, saw not only a vision of God in the flesh but of God taking upon Him a body in order that He might die and suffer the Just for the unjust. 

Isaiah's vision of the death of Christ, is the vision of a substitutionary sacrifice. Eleven times in this 53d chapter of Isaiah we read the word "our" and "us" and expressions linking His anguish, as an anguish in our stead. 

"He was wounded for our transgressions." "With His stripes we are healed." He made "His soul an offering for sin." "The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." These are among the words in which God revealed to Isaiah the Saviour's death for His people. We need to remember His suffering and as we see Him on the Cross. We should also remember that in His sighs our songs were born; in His death we have our life. 

We think of Him there, our sins He did bear, 

He suffered in anguish alone; 

He bowed down His head, expired in our stead, 

He died to claim us as His own, 

The Cross will ever stand before us as a substitutionary sacrifice. Isaiah 53:1-12 , will ever remain the great Old Testament Calvary chapter. We ponder its message; we bend the knee; we bow the head; we are standing on holy ground! 

IV. SEEING THE SALVATION OF CHRIST (Isaiah 45:22 ) 
Some may be surprised to find a message of the how of salvation in the Book of Isaiah. Sinners, however, needed salvation then, even as now. Our key text says: "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth: for I am God." We are reminded of how Peter said in connection with the healing of the lame man, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other Name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

When the crowd left Christ, because of His redemptive message on the bread of life, He turned to His disciples and said: "Will ye also go away?" Peter answered, "To whom shall we go? Thou hast the Words of eternal life." 

Thus, we stand with Isaiah and his testimony. We hear Him say, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved." Once more the Prophet sounds forth the salvation note when he says: "With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation" (Isaiah 12:3 ). 

Our minds now go to the Lord Jesus as He speaks to the woman of Samaria. He said: "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up. into everlasting life." 

Once more the Prophet Isaiah says: "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions" (Isaiah 44:22 ). This again is in line with the New Testament statement, "The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Believers do not need to worry about their sins for the Lord has blotted them out. They are forever gone. 

V. SEEING CHRIST'S FAITHFULNESS (Isaiah 49:15 ) 
The story before us is that of a mother. The Prophet says: "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?" The Prophet also suggests that the maid may forget her ornaments, the bride may forget her attire, but there is One who never forgets, and who never forsakes, that One is God. 

Our Lord carries our names engraven upon the palms of His hands. In the New Testament we read: "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son." 

The Book of Isaiah does not fail to record God's faithfulness to a rebellious people. Isaiah tells us that for a little while, He seems to have forsaken them, but in loving kindness will He finally gather them. When He comes adown the sky, His Name will be called, "Faithful and True." He will be faithful to every promise He has made. Isaiah says, "He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of His people shall He take away from off all the earth." All day long has the Lord held forth His hands to a disobedient people. Yet, He has kept them during all the years as the apple of His eye. 

VI. SEEING THE BLESSED HOPE OF CHRIST'S RETURN (Isaiah 59:19-20 ) 
The Prophet Isaiah sees the dark days that shall mark the end time. He describes the enemy as coming in like a flood. However, the Spirit does not leave the Prophet in doubt as to Israel's final destiny. He says: "When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him. And the Redeemer shall come to Zion." 

Isaiah, the seer cried: "Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?" The watchman said: "The morning cometh, and also the night." These are the words of Isaiah, as he catches the vision of God's new day. 

In the Prophet's earlier days he saw the king Uzziah who had reigned so long and so successfully fall under the wrath of God. It was in the same year that King Uzziah died, that Isaiah "saw also the Lord * * high and lifted up." 

Sometimes, we grow weary with our watching and our waiting for Christ's Return. The world seems hopelessly engulfed in sorrow. Depression is on every hand. Men's hearts are trembling with fear at the possibility of earth's tomorrow. The Jewish people are still nationally scattered among the nations. We cry, therefore, Oh, Lord, how long! how long! We can almost catch the answer, "Behold, I come quickly." 

VII. SEEING CHRIST ON DAVID'S THRONE (Isaiah 9:6-7 ) 
The Book of Isaiah, along with the other Prophets, gives a very definite testimony to the reestablishment of the throne of David, and to the restitution of the twelve tribes under one king. 

There are some who would deny that Christ will sit upon David's throne and rule over the House of Jacob. To deny this is to deny the Word of the Lord by the Prophet. Jesus said concerning His first coming and His death, "That all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me." The Apostle Paul said: "Believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets." 

Shall we then step aside from the faith of Christ, and of Paul, and reject Isaiah's prophecy? Let those who do reject it remember how it is written: "And they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew Him not, nor yet the voices of the Prophets which were read every Sabbath Day, they have fulfilled them in condemning Him." 

When Isaiah speaks of the Christ being born, and of the Son being given, He quickly adds, "And the government shall be upon His shoulder." Then he asserts, "Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon His Kingdom to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever." Then the Spirit, through the Prophet, adds: "The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this." 

How wonderful to consider the names which the Spirit in our text announced that Jesus should bear, as He takes the government. "His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
How marvelously does Isaiah peal forth the glories of Christ. A poor Italian youth, ambitious to make a set of bells unequalled in the world for beauty, labored hard and long in his own country to bring them to perfection. They were hung in a monastery in Italy, and the whole countryside was charmed by their sweet melody. The successful artist purchased a house in the district and for years spent his evenings listening to the sweet music of his bells. War came; the bells were stolen and carried away, he knew not where. Old and poor, he bade good-bye to his native Italy, and set forth in search of the music he loved so well. His tired feet touched the shores of many lands; at last he came to Ireland. 

One evening, just as the sun was going down, he was sailing up the river that runs close by Limerick, when, borne on the evening's zephyr, there came stealing into his ears the sweet chimes of melodious bells. He sat enraptured; he knew that he was not mistaken, and that the entrancing melody was the music of his own long lost and cherished bells. He set his face, now wet with tears, toward the tower whence the enchanting strains were coming; and as the vessel sailed into port, his wanderings were over. The light had faded from his eyes, his fingers had loosened their hold, and his soul was wafted away to the sweet music of his own bells. 

Oh, child of God, have you lost the music that once delighted your soul? Has the world stolen from you the joy bells of your old-time faith and devotion? You need not wander the world about nor wait till death to find the music. The bells are in your soul, and Jesus is able to touch them into "music so sweet the angels will stoop to listen." If those bells have ceased to ring, there is a reason, which God knows and you know. Let the Son of God forgive you and restore the music to your soul. W. E. Biederwolf. 
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Verses 1-13
The Lord High and Lifted Up 
Isaiah 6:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There is a twofold vision suggested in the first verse of our study. "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne." That which concerns us is the little word, "also." It definitely suggests that Isaiah had two visions: the one was the death of Uzziah; the other was the life of the Living Lord. The one was a dark picture; the other was a picture radiant with glory. 

Let us consider this twofold viewpoint lest we become despondent over the dark hues which lie around us. This is a very necessary thing, particularly in the study of prophecy. If we look only at the dark side we would become, more or less, gloomy, therefore we need to see the brighter visions of the Lord's Return. 

1. The dark side of our picture. This related to the death of Uzziah. King Uzziah had been one of Israel's greatest kings surpassed perhaps only by David, Solomon, and Hezekiah. Uzziah reigned sixty-two years in Jerusalem. He erected great towers, built up strong defenses, and accomplished notable things. However, he became proud and sought to be more than king for he went into the house of the Lord to offer up incense. The priest rushed in and rebuked him. He answered roughly. Then it was that God smote him with leprosy. The effect of the death of Uzziah was very depressing upon the young Prophet Isaiah. No doubt, when he saw Uzziah in death, he saw the breaking down of the kingdom. 

To us King Uzziah stands as a type of the antichrist. In him was pride, as well as prowess. He sought to be a king-priest even as the antichrist who will seek to have religious honors, and to lift himself up above God, and to sit in the temple of God. The dark side of the present hour picture seems much the same as it was in that day. Sin was overwhelming, and kingdoms were tottering. 

2. The bright side of the picture. Isaiah saw also the Lord high and lifted up. No matter how dark the horizon of the present hour may be, the Morning Star is about to burst forth, and the sun will soon be rising in its glory. 

(1) The upgoing is a part of the bright side of our picture. At any moment we are expecting the sound of the trumpet at which time the dead in Christ will rise, and the living in Christ will be caught up. 

(2) The Marriage Supper is the bright side for it will be a wonderful hour. The Lord said, "Blessed are they which are called unto the Marriage Supper of the Lamb." 

(3) The downcoming. The descent from Heaven with Christ and with the angels will be a time never to be forgotten. 

(4) The reign with Christ. Here is a picture of such hues that our heart rejoices as we consider the glory of His reign and the joy of our being with Him. 

If Christians are tempted to become gloomy and grouchy as they see the dark side of this present hour landscape, let them turn their eyes beyond the present moment to the next great event. There the sun is shining and beyond the shadows is that other day of gladness and joy forever. 

I. THE THRONE (Isaiah 6:1 ) 
Our verse describes King Uzziah's death. Then the Prophet says, "I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the Temple." There are many marvelous pictures of thrones in the Word of God. 

1. There is the present throne-sitting of Christ. When our Lord left the earth He ascended on high and sat down at the right hand of God on the Father's throne. There He sits at this moment against that time when His enemies will be made His footstool. He sits a victor over death and hell. He sits the conqueror of Satan for He ascended through principalities and powers, and sat down above them. He sits at the right hand of the Father as the Head of the Church, thus we see just a little of the present glory of the Throne of our Lord. 

2. There is the throne which will be placed in the Heavens. It is described in Daniel 7:1-28 , and also in Revelation 4:1-11 and Revelation 5:1-14 . Daniel speaks of it as "cast down" because, it is brought down to be set up. On this throne the Father sits with the sealed book in His hands. The Son stands by and takes the Book, Around the throne are the four living ones, the four and twenty elders, and an innumerable company of angelic beings. This throne presents glory and dazzling brightness. It is past all human description. 

3. There is the Millennial Throne. This is the throne of David, and of David's greater Son, On this throne Jesus Christ will sit and reign as King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

4. There is a fourth throne, and that is the Eternal Throne, the Throne of God and of the Lamb. As we think of these Thrones we feel like joining with the seraphim as they give their praise. 

II. THE SERAPHIM (Isaiah 6:2-3 ) 
"Each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly." It seems that these angelic beings stand before the Lord in all humility. They hide themselves in order that they may magnify their Lord, They are ready always to do His bidding. They cried one to another and said, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory." 

The seraphim were speaking of that wonderful hour when Christ will come and the earth will indeed be filled with the knowledge and the glory of the Lord. The same words, "Holy, holy, holy," are used in Revelation 4:1-11 as the tribulation throne is prepared for judgment. The repetition of the words (three times) seems to suggest to us that the Father is holy, the Son is holy, and the Spirit is holy. The triune God is thus adored. The ministry of angels stands before us in one striking way, and that is their worship of God. 

Angels are also ministering spirits sent forth from God to wait upon His saints. They delight to do all the will of God, and to worship Him. They announced the birth of Christ. They succored Him in the Garden of Gethsemane. They stood at His empty tomb. In His ascension they accompanied Him to the glory, and in His return they will come back with Him to the Mount of Olives. 

III. THE CRY OF UNCLEANNESS (Isaiah 6:5 ) 
When Isaiah saw this wonderful vision, it had a very striking effect upon him. Our Scripture says that Isaiah cried, "Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts." 

1. A sense of sin always overwhelms us as we stand in the presence of the Holy One. How can we profess any holiness or righteousness of our own? The flesh is corrupt and it never appears more corrupt than it does by comparison with His holiness. 

2. The basis of the Prophet's vision. He said, "Woe is me!" He said, "I am undone." Then he added, "Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips." Isaiah was confessing his sin inasmuch as he felt that the sin of his people was upon him. The sin of Israel, and particularly of the two tribes, has ever been the sin of their lips. Following the days of Christ Paul wrote, Their "mouth is full of cursing." He also said that the name of the Lord was blasphemed continually because of them. Enoch anticipated (Judges 1:14-15 ) the last days as they are at this moment when he prophesied about ungodly speeches which are against Christ. He called them "hard speeches." 

Let us beware lest any of us should have a tongue speaking evil, but above all, lest we have tongues speaking evil against the Lord of Glory. 

IV. THE CLEANSING (Isaiah 6:6-7 ) 
"Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged." 

1. The live coal. This stands before us as the symbol of God's judgment against unclean lips. Sin had been acknowledged by Isaiah. He had confessed humbly, therefore it was that God was going to judge the sin and take it away. When the Lord Jesus Christ comes, He will sit as the Refiner and the Purifier of silver. 

2. The live coal from off the altar. There seems to be here a passing of judgment from the people to the Saviour, He suffered. He took the punishment of our sins in order that we might go free. There is no other way by which we can be cleansed, than with the live coal from off the altar. It is the sacrifice of the Son of God that gives us cleansing. 

3. A cleansed people. When the Prophet uttered the words, "Thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged," he spoke prophetically. There is a time coming when the Children of Israel will see the Lord "high and lifted up." In that day Israel will mourn and weep as one who weeps for an only son. They will confess their sins, and God will purge them. A nation will be born in a day. 

V. A CALL TO SERVICE (Isaiah 6:8-9 ) 
After the cleansing had taken place Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then Isaiah quickly answered and said, "Here am I; send me." 

1. The inquiry: "Whom shall I send?" Following the day of Israel's rejection God sent for His church. Christ said, "As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you." The Lord called His twelve disciples "Apostles" because they were "sent ones." We are sent of God "into all the world" to preach the Gospel to every creature. 

The Church, however, will soon be caught up to be with the Lord. Then Israel will once more be called into service. Remember, that before Israel serves she must be made clean. The sin of her lips must be taken away. This is also true with us. God never calls anyone to service until he has been cleansed. 

2. The answer, "Here am I; send me." Isaiah certainly spoke for himself, but he did more. In speaking for himself he set forth Israel's response to the Lord's call when He shall have returned. 

Saul of Tarsus was another example of Israel's redemption and mission. Saul was saved by the forth shining of a Light, a light similar to the one set forth in our chapter. He immediately confessed His sins, and was purged. Then it was that he heard the voice saying that he was chosen to bear the Name of the Lord before the Gentiles. 

Thus, both Isaiah and Saul set before us the story of Israel's future salvation and cleansing. They also proclaim the hour when Israel will be God's ambassadors to the four quarters of the earth when the Gentiles shall hear the message from the lips of the Jews and shall be saved. 

VI. THE PRESENT BLINDNESS (Isaiah 6:10 ) 
The Holy Spirit in speaking to Isaiah utters a tremendous prophecy relative to the Children of Israel. It covers the period of time which elapses between the days of the Prophet, and the days of Israel's ultimate regeneration. The Scripture reads: "Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed." 

1. Israel's blindness is temporary. The Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul in Romans 11:1-36 speaks these words, "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." Thus it is that Israel's blindness is a judicial blindness, but it is also a temporary blindness. 

2. A wonderful redemption. The time is coming when Israel's eyes will be opened. The Bible tells us they shall look upon Him whom they have pierced. That is in the Old Testament, In the last Book of the New Testament in speaking of Christ we read, "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him." This is not only a physical sight; it is also a spiritual vision. They saw Christ physically when He came the first time. They did not see Him spiritually. They knew Him not. They fulfilled everything that had been spoken concerning Him, although they knew it not. 

When Christ comes again His chosen people will have eyes that see and hearts that believe. 

VII. THE TIME SETTING (Isaiah 6:11-13 ) 
1. The curse pronounced. As the Holy Spirit concluded His testimony Isaiah cried, "Lord, how long?" The answer was, "Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, and the Lord have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land." 

Everything spoken in these words has been fulfilled. Israel's cities were wasted. Many of them were left without an inhabitant. Their land also was left unfilled; it was utterly desolate. God's people, the Jews, were removed far away. There was a great forsaking in the midst of the land. There are those who assert that Israel will never be brought back again, but that they will be obliterated, or, perhaps, amalgamated by the nations. This is impossible. God's Word never fails. 

2. The promise made. God answered the "How long?" with an "until." That is a wonderful word. It has already scoped the years since Christ "until" this hour. "Until" is a wonderful word because it carries with it the promise that Israel cannot be forsaken forever. 

Do we remember how the Lord Jesus said, "Your house is left unto you desolate? * * Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord"? No man can read such words without knowing that Christ is returning, and that Israel will receive Him and see Him, saying, "Blessed be the Name of the Lord." 

Do we not remember how Christ said concerning His people, "They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled"? 

When that "until" shall have run its course, then they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with power and great glory. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"There is in a little churchyard in Switzerland a simple inscription on the tomb of one who perished in an Alpine accident which has always appealed to me with singular force: 'He died climbing.' He had heard the call of the mountains and had lost his life in endeavoring to respond. We have heard the call of the Risen Christ, but unlike the climber, we gain our lives in our sustained attempt to respond worthily. 'Seek those things which are above,' is a call to enjoy the highest possible life for the very struggle develops latent possibilities and capacities, and each step upward is into fuller liberty and more perfect manhood." J. Stuart Holden. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 5-14
The Birth of Christ in Isaiah 
Isaiah 7:5-14 ; Isaiah 9:6-7 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Book of Revelation opens thus: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ." "We see no reason why the whole Bible is not a "revelation of Jesus Christ." We see no reason why the Book of Isaiah is not a "revelation of Jesus Christ." We know that Isaiah, the same as other Old Testament Books, carries much by way of history, and yet we contend that the history of the Bible is there because of its particular relationship to the Lord Jesus. 

In the 7th chapter of Isaiah there is a very striking historical message. The days are those of Ahaz, king of Judah. During his reign, Rezin, the king of Syria; accompanied with Pekah, the king of Israel, joined affinity and went up toward Jerusalem to war against Judah, but could not prevail against it. 

Ahaz, however, was greatly troubled. Then it was that Isaiah met Ahaz and said: "Fear not, neither be fainthearted, for the two tails of these smoking firebrands." The purpose of the king of Syria and Ephraim was to make a breach against Judah, to overthrow Ahaz, and to make Tabeal king in the stead of Ahaz. The Lord God said: "It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass." 

Then the Word of the Lord came to Ahaz, saying: "Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God." Ahaz, however, would not ask. Then the Lord replied, "Hear ye now, O House of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel." 

1. The birth of Jesus Christ is God's sign that Judah shall not cease to be a nation before the Lord. When this sign was given, some five hundred years before Christ was born, Satan was using every strategy and every power in his command to utterly destroy the kingdom of Judah. The time became more and more troublesome. It was not long until the ten tribes were broken and ceased to be a people, nationally. Later on, Judah's last king was carried captive to Babylon and her people became a vassal nation dwelling in captivity. 

God, however, did not permit His people to be wiped off of the face of the earth. He raised such men as Ezra and Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem and restore her walls. 

As the years rolled by, an angel came to Mary, a virgin, saying, "Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and shalt call His Name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His Father David: and He shall reign over the House of Jacob for ever; and of His Kingdom there shall be no end." 

Thus it was that the sign of Israel's integrity and security was realized and fulfilled. The wonderful day when Christ was born was the fulfillment of God's promise in the Book of Isaiah that no hand raised against His chosen race would prosper. 

The throne of David belongs to Jesus Christ, whose lineage after the flesh gives Him the legal right to the throne of David, and whose authority under the command of God gives Him the spiritual right. The Lord Jesus Christ shall yet rule and reign over the House of Jacob. No hand lifted against Him can prosper. 

I. THE MESSAGE OF SIMEON CONCERNING THE INFANT CHRIST (Luke 2:34-35 ) 
When the child Jesus was brought up to the Temple to do for Him after the custom of the Law, there was a man named Simeon, who was a just man and devout, and waiting for the consolation of Israel. The Holy Ghost was upon Him and it had been revealed unto Him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Thus it was that he came by the Spirit into the Temple, and when he saw Joseph and Mary and the child Jesus, he took Jesus up in his arms and blessed God and said: 

"Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy Word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel." 

While Joseph and Mary, the mother of Jesus, marveled at what Simeon had spoken, he blessed them, and he said unto Mary, Christ's mother, "Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; (yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." 

1. In the words of Simeon, we have the acknowledged fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy. The Child whom he took in his arms was indeed the Babe who was to be born as the sign of God's redemption of His own people. In those days this man Simeon was waiting for the consolation. The Lord God revealed by the Holy Ghost to Simeon that Christ Jesus was that consolation. 

The fact that Christ came settled for all time the fact that Israel should never cease to be a nation before the face of God. 

2. In the words of Simeon we have the fact that the sign of a virgin conceiving was to be a sign that should be spoken against. Mary's own heart was truly pierced as with a sword. The fact of her virginity was a necessity to God's purpose in the birth of her Son. Otherwise, her Son could never have been the Son of God and God the Son, neither could He have been called Jesus our Saviour. Remember at Christmastide that the Old Testament sign that a virgin shall bring forth a Son is until this hour a sign that is spoken against. 

II. THE PROMISE OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST ENLARGED (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
"For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given." 

1. Unto us a Child is born. In the Book of Galatians we read: "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law." In the Book of Hebrews we read: "A body hast Thou prepared for Me." 

The Child that was born had a body made like unto our body, because when God created Adam and Eve, He created them physically in the image of the body which Christ was destined to wear and to bear when He was born of a virgin. 

In 1 Corinthians 15:1-58 we have, "As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the Heavenly." We know that when He comes the second time, these vile bodies of ours shall be changed and made like unto His glorious body, thus shall we bear the image of the Heavenly. 

2. Unto us a Son is given. Jesus Christ in body was a child born, in Spirit He was a Son given. The Lord God sent an angel to Mary to say, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." 

Great is the mystery of godliness. God manifest in the flesh. So far as the records go, Jesus Christ always spoke of His coming forth from the Father, and of His coming into the world. He said: "As the Father hath sent Me." He said: "I came forth from the Father." 

He said again: "Ye are from beneath; I am from above." Only once did Christ speak of being born. That was when He said: "To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world." 

III. THE STATEMENT THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
1. Here is the anticipated fulfillment of the sign. We remember the previous consideration of how the Son born of the virgin was the sign that the kingdom of Judah should never be destroyed. Isaiah 9:6 is indissolubly linked to Isaiah 7:14 . In Isaiah 7:1-25 the Lord definitely stated: "The land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings." God knew and knowing He foretold the disintegration of Israel's kingly thrones. The two tribes as well as the ten were to be carried into captivity and to lose their place among the nations. They were never, however, to lose their place in the purposes of God. The Lord said, "Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn it: and it shall be no more, until He come whose right it is; and I will give it Him" (Ezekiel 21:26-27 ). 

Thank God, the government is to be upon the shoulder of Christ when He returns to reign! 

2. Here is the anticipated increase and peace of His government. This is set forth in Isaiah 7:7 , "Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end." When the government is on His shoulders, the earth will be filled with peace. 

Thank God, the Lord is Coming Again. When He comes His government of peace will increase. His preachers of righteousness will girdle the world with salvation. There will not only be national peace, but there will be heart peace. Even now we can hear Him saying, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God." 

IV. THE NAMES OF THE KING (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
The names of the Lord Jesus are many, and none are without their significance. Our friend, Dr. Horton, wrote a book of meditations, and for every day in the year, he used a distinctive name given unto our Lord. 

Of all the names, there is no more marvelous grouping than the ones in our key verse. Let us look at them briefly one at a time. 

1. "His Name shall be called Wonderful." The very word "Wonderful" carries with it the thought of the miraculous, the marvelous. It stands for that which is superhuman, beyond the reach of mortal man. He will be Wonderful in His Person, Wonderful in His works, Wonderful in His Word, Wonderful in His city, Wonderful in His grace and graciousness. No matter from what angle He is viewed, He will be known over the world as the "Wonderful Son of God." 

2. "His Name shall be called * * Counsellor." His commands will be wise and just and true. His advice will be recognized as authoritative, as full of wisdom and of equity. He will rule with righteousness, reprove with justness. Upon Him will rest the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 

He shall be of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. It is for this cause that His Name will be heralded from sea to sea as the "Counsellor." 

3. "His Name shall be called * * The Mighty God." In that day there will be no modernists, no atheists to defame the Son of God. He will not be debased and humanized on the one hand, white men are glorified and deified on the other hand. Jesus Christ when He was born was called "Immanuel" which is being interpreted, God with us, but He was God rejected and despised. He was God but He was God on a cradle of hay. 

When He comes again and the government is placed upon His shoulder, He will be recognized as The Mighty God. There will be none to defame Him, or to deny and reject Him. The knowledge of our God will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. The glad tidings of salvation will sound forth, saying unto Zion, "Thy God reigneth." 

V. THE NAMES OF THE KING CONTINUED (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
1. "His Name shall be called * * The Everlasting Father." It seems, perhaps, to some peculiar that Christ should be called The Mighty God. It now appears more peculiar that He should be called the Everlasting Father. When we think of the Trinity, we think of God the Father, God the Son, and of God the Holy Ghost. 

However, in considering the Triune God, we remember the statement in Deuteronomy, "The Lord our God is one Lord." Three persons, and yet three in one. They are three in one because of the unity of their action. The Father created the heavens and the earth. However, it is also written: "His Son, by whom and for whom were all things created." It is also written, "Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, and they are created." We may not be able to comprehend but we are abundantly able to accept the unity of the Godhead. Jesus Christ said: "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work." Of those works, however, He also said: "The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do, for what things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise." 

We, therefore state that Jesus Christ is the Everlasting Father because of His oneness with the Father. He said that all men should honor the Son even as they honor the Father. Again, He said: "As the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself." 

To Philip, Jesus said: "If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also," then He added: "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father." A little later Christ said: "I am in the Father, and the Father in Me." Thus we may well comprehend why it was that our Lord Jesus will be known in the days of His Kingdom as the Everlasting Father. 

VI. THE NAMES OF THE KING CONTINUED (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
"His Name shall be called * * The Prince of Peace." 

1. This age is not the age of the Prince of Peace. We might as easily and as truly write, this age is not the age when Christ is known among men as the Wonderful, the Counselor, The Mighty God, and The Everlasting Father. All of the Names of Isaiah 9:6 are His Names when the government shall be upon His shoulder. 

(1) This is the age of personal peace. To the individual Christ said: "Come unto me, * * and I will give you rest." To the disciples Christ said: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you." 

The angel at the birth of Christ announced, "On earth peace, good will toward men." He did not mean that peace would dominate the world. He did mean that peace would be given to men of good will, to men who opened their hearts to the Son of God. 

The Lord plainly said: "Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword." This, therefore, is not the age of peace in any national sense or international sense. 

(2) This is the age of wars and rumors of wars. With what folly have some well intending saints said: "Universal peace and freedom from war has come." Some proclaim Andrew Carnegie a prince of peace; Woodrow Wilson, and William Jennings Bryan both made strenuous efforts to establish peace among men. When at last the World War broke out, it was heralded as a war to end war. All this was utmost folly. The Word of God forewarned us that unto the end wars are determined. 

2. The age of the Prince of Peace will come when the Prince comes. Under the reign of Christ, the nations of the earth will learn war no more. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end. 

Why say ye not a word about bringing back the King? 

VII. THE THRONE OF CHRIST WILL BE THE THRONE OF DAVID (Isaiah 9:7 ) 
1. The throne of David is not in the heavens. We know the methods of certain men who endeavor to make the throne of David in Jerusalem and the Throne of God in the heavens as one throne. 

To us this is no more than the negation of Scripture. In the Book of Revelation it is written: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My Throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His Throne." 

Thus the throne of David is one throne and the throne of the Father is another throne. 

2. The throne of David is a literal earth throne. It is upon this throne that Jesus Christ is to sit. This may be positively established according to Scripture. 

(1) Our key text says: "Of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon His Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it." Certainly, the Throne of the Father in the heavens does not need to be ordered nor established, it has never been broken down and does not need to be set up. 

(2) The angel said to Mary: "The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over the House of Jacob for ever, and of His Kingdom there shall be no end." The throne of David was not only an earthly throne but the House of Jacob consisting of the twelve tribes formed by Jacob's twelve sons was an earthly house. 

(3) Peter preaching at Pentecost said: David "being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, He would raise up Christ to sit upon his throne." There is no way to make the throne of David, or the Throne of Christ upon David's throne a Heavenly throne, other than by distorting the plain sense of the Word of God. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
We have read that near the North Pole, the night lasting for months and months, when the people expect the day is about to dawn, some messengers go up to the highest point to watch; and when they see the first streak of day they put on their brightest possible apparel, and embrace each other and cry, "Behold the sun!" and the cry goes around all the land, "Behold the sun!" The world was in darkness. Long centuries had the people lain in ignorance and in sin. The cry of Zacharias was the joyful one: "Behold the Sun! Behold the Sun of righteousness is rising with healing in His wings I The Day-spring from on high hath visited us!" 

These words well express the purpose of Christ's coming. It was to give light. What the sun is in the material world that Christ is to us in the spiritual world. 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 6-7
The Birth of Christ in Isaiah 
Isaiah 7:5-14 ; Isaiah 9:6-7 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Book of Revelation opens thus: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ." "We see no reason why the whole Bible is not a "revelation of Jesus Christ." We see no reason why the Book of Isaiah is not a "revelation of Jesus Christ." We know that Isaiah, the same as other Old Testament Books, carries much by way of history, and yet we contend that the history of the Bible is there because of its particular relationship to the Lord Jesus. 

In the 7th chapter of Isaiah there is a very striking historical message. The days are those of Ahaz, king of Judah. During his reign, Rezin, the king of Syria; accompanied with Pekah, the king of Israel, joined affinity and went up toward Jerusalem to war against Judah, but could not prevail against it. 

Ahaz, however, was greatly troubled. Then it was that Isaiah met Ahaz and said: "Fear not, neither be fainthearted, for the two tails of these smoking firebrands." The purpose of the king of Syria and Ephraim was to make a breach against Judah, to overthrow Ahaz, and to make Tabeal king in the stead of Ahaz. The Lord God said: "It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass." 

Then the Word of the Lord came to Ahaz, saying: "Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God." Ahaz, however, would not ask. Then the Lord replied, "Hear ye now, O House of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel." 

1. The birth of Jesus Christ is God's sign that Judah shall not cease to be a nation before the Lord. When this sign was given, some five hundred years before Christ was born, Satan was using every strategy and every power in his command to utterly destroy the kingdom of Judah. The time became more and more troublesome. It was not long until the ten tribes were broken and ceased to be a people, nationally. Later on, Judah's last king was carried captive to Babylon and her people became a vassal nation dwelling in captivity. 

God, however, did not permit His people to be wiped off of the face of the earth. He raised such men as Ezra and Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem and restore her walls. 

As the years rolled by, an angel came to Mary, a virgin, saying, "Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and shalt call His Name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His Father David: and He shall reign over the House of Jacob for ever; and of His Kingdom there shall be no end." 

Thus it was that the sign of Israel's integrity and security was realized and fulfilled. The wonderful day when Christ was born was the fulfillment of God's promise in the Book of Isaiah that no hand raised against His chosen race would prosper. 

The throne of David belongs to Jesus Christ, whose lineage after the flesh gives Him the legal right to the throne of David, and whose authority under the command of God gives Him the spiritual right. The Lord Jesus Christ shall yet rule and reign over the House of Jacob. No hand lifted against Him can prosper. 

I. THE MESSAGE OF SIMEON CONCERNING THE INFANT CHRIST (Luke 2:34-35 ) 
When the child Jesus was brought up to the Temple to do for Him after the custom of the Law, there was a man named Simeon, who was a just man and devout, and waiting for the consolation of Israel. The Holy Ghost was upon Him and it had been revealed unto Him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Thus it was that he came by the Spirit into the Temple, and when he saw Joseph and Mary and the child Jesus, he took Jesus up in his arms and blessed God and said: 

"Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy Word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel." 

While Joseph and Mary, the mother of Jesus, marveled at what Simeon had spoken, he blessed them, and he said unto Mary, Christ's mother, "Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; (yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." 

1. In the words of Simeon, we have the acknowledged fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy. The Child whom he took in his arms was indeed the Babe who was to be born as the sign of God's redemption of His own people. In those days this man Simeon was waiting for the consolation. The Lord God revealed by the Holy Ghost to Simeon that Christ Jesus was that consolation. 

The fact that Christ came settled for all time the fact that Israel should never cease to be a nation before the face of God. 

2. In the words of Simeon we have the fact that the sign of a virgin conceiving was to be a sign that should be spoken against. Mary's own heart was truly pierced as with a sword. The fact of her virginity was a necessity to God's purpose in the birth of her Son. Otherwise, her Son could never have been the Son of God and God the Son, neither could He have been called Jesus our Saviour. Remember at Christmastide that the Old Testament sign that a virgin shall bring forth a Son is until this hour a sign that is spoken against. 

II. THE PROMISE OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST ENLARGED (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
"For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given." 

1. Unto us a Child is born. In the Book of Galatians we read: "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law." In the Book of Hebrews we read: "A body hast Thou prepared for Me." 

The Child that was born had a body made like unto our body, because when God created Adam and Eve, He created them physically in the image of the body which Christ was destined to wear and to bear when He was born of a virgin. 

In 1 Corinthians 15:1-58 we have, "As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the Heavenly." We know that when He comes the second time, these vile bodies of ours shall be changed and made like unto His glorious body, thus shall we bear the image of the Heavenly. 

2. Unto us a Son is given. Jesus Christ in body was a child born, in Spirit He was a Son given. The Lord God sent an angel to Mary to say, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." 

Great is the mystery of godliness. God manifest in the flesh. So far as the records go, Jesus Christ always spoke of His coming forth from the Father, and of His coming into the world. He said: "As the Father hath sent Me." He said: "I came forth from the Father." 

He said again: "Ye are from beneath; I am from above." Only once did Christ speak of being born. That was when He said: "To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world." 

III. THE STATEMENT THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
1. Here is the anticipated fulfillment of the sign. We remember the previous consideration of how the Son born of the virgin was the sign that the kingdom of Judah should never be destroyed. Isaiah 9:6 is indissolubly linked to Isaiah 7:14 . In Isaiah 7:1-25 the Lord definitely stated: "The land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings." God knew and knowing He foretold the disintegration of Israel's kingly thrones. The two tribes as well as the ten were to be carried into captivity and to lose their place among the nations. They were never, however, to lose their place in the purposes of God. The Lord said, "Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn it: and it shall be no more, until He come whose right it is; and I will give it Him" (Ezekiel 21:26-27 ). 

Thank God, the government is to be upon the shoulder of Christ when He returns to reign! 

2. Here is the anticipated increase and peace of His government. This is set forth in Isaiah 7:7 , "Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end." When the government is on His shoulders, the earth will be filled with peace. 

Thank God, the Lord is Coming Again. When He comes His government of peace will increase. His preachers of righteousness will girdle the world with salvation. There will not only be national peace, but there will be heart peace. Even now we can hear Him saying, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God." 

IV. THE NAMES OF THE KING (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
The names of the Lord Jesus are many, and none are without their significance. Our friend, Dr. Horton, wrote a book of meditations, and for every day in the year, he used a distinctive name given unto our Lord. 

Of all the names, there is no more marvelous grouping than the ones in our key verse. Let us look at them briefly one at a time. 

1. "His Name shall be called Wonderful." The very word "Wonderful" carries with it the thought of the miraculous, the marvelous. It stands for that which is superhuman, beyond the reach of mortal man. He will be Wonderful in His Person, Wonderful in His works, Wonderful in His Word, Wonderful in His city, Wonderful in His grace and graciousness. No matter from what angle He is viewed, He will be known over the world as the "Wonderful Son of God." 

2. "His Name shall be called * * Counsellor." His commands will be wise and just and true. His advice will be recognized as authoritative, as full of wisdom and of equity. He will rule with righteousness, reprove with justness. Upon Him will rest the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 

He shall be of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. It is for this cause that His Name will be heralded from sea to sea as the "Counsellor." 

3. "His Name shall be called * * The Mighty God." In that day there will be no modernists, no atheists to defame the Son of God. He will not be debased and humanized on the one hand, white men are glorified and deified on the other hand. Jesus Christ when He was born was called "Immanuel" which is being interpreted, God with us, but He was God rejected and despised. He was God but He was God on a cradle of hay. 

When He comes again and the government is placed upon His shoulder, He will be recognized as The Mighty God. There will be none to defame Him, or to deny and reject Him. The knowledge of our God will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. The glad tidings of salvation will sound forth, saying unto Zion, "Thy God reigneth." 

V. THE NAMES OF THE KING CONTINUED (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
1. "His Name shall be called * * The Everlasting Father." It seems, perhaps, to some peculiar that Christ should be called The Mighty God. It now appears more peculiar that He should be called the Everlasting Father. When we think of the Trinity, we think of God the Father, God the Son, and of God the Holy Ghost. 

However, in considering the Triune God, we remember the statement in Deuteronomy, "The Lord our God is one Lord." Three persons, and yet three in one. They are three in one because of the unity of their action. The Father created the heavens and the earth. However, it is also written: "His Son, by whom and for whom were all things created." It is also written, "Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, and they are created." We may not be able to comprehend but we are abundantly able to accept the unity of the Godhead. Jesus Christ said: "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work." Of those works, however, He also said: "The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do, for what things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise." 

We, therefore state that Jesus Christ is the Everlasting Father because of His oneness with the Father. He said that all men should honor the Son even as they honor the Father. Again, He said: "As the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself." 

To Philip, Jesus said: "If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also," then He added: "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father." A little later Christ said: "I am in the Father, and the Father in Me." Thus we may well comprehend why it was that our Lord Jesus will be known in the days of His Kingdom as the Everlasting Father. 

VI. THE NAMES OF THE KING CONTINUED (Isaiah 9:6 ) 
"His Name shall be called * * The Prince of Peace." 

1. This age is not the age of the Prince of Peace. We might as easily and as truly write, this age is not the age when Christ is known among men as the Wonderful, the Counselor, The Mighty God, and The Everlasting Father. All of the Names of Isaiah 9:6 are His Names when the government shall be upon His shoulder. 

(1) This is the age of personal peace. To the individual Christ said: "Come unto me, * * and I will give you rest." To the disciples Christ said: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you." 

The angel at the birth of Christ announced, "On earth peace, good will toward men." He did not mean that peace would dominate the world. He did mean that peace would be given to men of good will, to men who opened their hearts to the Son of God. 

The Lord plainly said: "Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword." This, therefore, is not the age of peace in any national sense or international sense. 

(2) This is the age of wars and rumors of wars. With what folly have some well intending saints said: "Universal peace and freedom from war has come." Some proclaim Andrew Carnegie a prince of peace; Woodrow Wilson, and William Jennings Bryan both made strenuous efforts to establish peace among men. When at last the World War broke out, it was heralded as a war to end war. All this was utmost folly. The Word of God forewarned us that unto the end wars are determined. 

2. The age of the Prince of Peace will come when the Prince comes. Under the reign of Christ, the nations of the earth will learn war no more. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end. 

Why say ye not a word about bringing back the King? 

VII. THE THRONE OF CHRIST WILL BE THE THRONE OF DAVID (Isaiah 9:7 ) 
1. The throne of David is not in the heavens. We know the methods of certain men who endeavor to make the throne of David in Jerusalem and the Throne of God in the heavens as one throne. 

To us this is no more than the negation of Scripture. In the Book of Revelation it is written: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My Throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His Throne." 

Thus the throne of David is one throne and the throne of the Father is another throne. 

2. The throne of David is a literal earth throne. It is upon this throne that Jesus Christ is to sit. This may be positively established according to Scripture. 

(1) Our key text says: "Of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon His Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it." Certainly, the Throne of the Father in the heavens does not need to be ordered nor established, it has never been broken down and does not need to be set up. 

(2) The angel said to Mary: "The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over the House of Jacob for ever, and of His Kingdom there shall be no end." The throne of David was not only an earthly throne but the House of Jacob consisting of the twelve tribes formed by Jacob's twelve sons was an earthly house. 

(3) Peter preaching at Pentecost said: David "being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, He would raise up Christ to sit upon his throne." There is no way to make the throne of David, or the Throne of Christ upon David's throne a Heavenly throne, other than by distorting the plain sense of the Word of God. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
We have read that near the North Pole, the night lasting for months and months, when the people expect the day is about to dawn, some messengers go up to the highest point to watch; and when they see the first streak of day they put on their brightest possible apparel, and embrace each other and cry, "Behold the sun!" and the cry goes around all the land, "Behold the sun!" The world was in darkness. Long centuries had the people lain in ignorance and in sin. The cry of Zacharias was the joyful one: "Behold the Sun! Behold the Sun of righteousness is rising with healing in His wings I The Day-spring from on high hath visited us!" 

These words well express the purpose of Christ's coming. It was to give light. What the sun is in the material world that Christ is to us in the spiritual world. 

10 Chapter 10 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-10
From the Cradle to the Cross 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Holy Spirit in various parts of the Old Testament gave us all that we need to know beforehand about the birth, the life, the death, and the resurrection of our Lord. The Second Coming and the Reign of Christ was also given by the Spirit in the Old Testament writings, in a detailed way. 

We will just now confine ourselves to this: "From the cradle to the Cross." We will use only such Scriptures as are given us by the Prophet Isaiah. We are not dealing with the birth of Christ inasmuch as that part of the theme was presented in another study. 

1. Our Scripture says: "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse." As we think of this statement, we must remember that David was the stem of Jesse, and that Christ was the stem of David. The lineage covering each distinctive son from Jesse to Christ is given us in the Book of Matthew. This lineage comes down to us by the way of Solomon and presents the kingly line concluding with Joseph, the legal but not actual father of Christ. Had Joseph been the actual father of Christ, the Lord Jesus could never sit on the throne of David and prosper. This is established by a verse of Scripture found in Jeremiah 22:30 , where the following words are spoken concerning Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah. "Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his day: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David and ruling any more in Judah." 

A second genealogy is given in the Gospel of Luke in which Jesus Christ is traced back to David and beyond, through Nathan, David's son. This genealogy starts with Heli, the father of Mary, and does not cover the kingly line. Jesus, therefore, is the stem of Jesse and of David through Nathan and Heli and Mary without being the son of Joseph. His right, judicially, to the throne of David is therefore doubly his. He has that right as a son of David, through Nathan. He also has it as the legal son of David, through Solomon, inasmuch as by Joseph's marriage to Mary, Christ became the legal heir to the throne. 

2. Our Scripture suggests that the watchful eye of God, the Father, was upon God the Son as He grew up before Him as a Branch out of Jesse's roots. When we think that the Word of God, is forever settled in Heaven, and that it was given unto men by the Spirit; we cannot but also think of how the Father has watched over the written Word, through many translations. Through the centuries which have intervened since the Bible was written it has been Divinely kept from mutilation. We believe that we have the Bible, today, without any doctrine or vital message marred by reason of the years or of translations. 

When we think of Jesus Christ, the Logos made flesh, and dwelling among us; we cannot but remember how the eye of God also watched over Him in the days of His infancy. Both the written Word, and Christ, the Living Word, were kept sacredly secure from harm in the hand of God. Both were hated and yet preserved; both have been maligned, thrust by human sword, and yet both still live, and are alive forevermore. 

That Jesus grew up before the Father, and under the Father's watching eye, is established by the word of the angel commanding Joseph to flee into Egypt, when Herod sought the young Child to slay Him. The hidden years from the cradle to the twelfth year, and from the twelfth year to the baptism may be hidden to men, and to history; but they were never hidden to God. There was not a moment that God was not watching over His Son. 

This is all certified by the words which were spoken by the Father at the baptism, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

I. THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIST (Isaiah 40:3 ) 
"The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." 

Following the birth of Christ, we are brought by God, through the Prophet Isaiah, to the hour preceding His baptism and public ministry. 

1. We have before us the preaching of John the Baptist. We remember the story of how Zecharias, the father of John, had his lips opened, as he, filled with the Holy Ghost, prophesied at the circumcision of his infant child John, who afterward became known as John the Baptist. 

Zecharias said, "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David." Then turning to his child, and quoting from Isaiah 40:3 , our key text, he said: "And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways." 

2. We have before us a prophecy that proclaimed Jesus Christ as Lord and God. Men of today may hesitate to ascribe unto Jesus Christ the dignity of Deity, but the Prophets of old never so hesitated. Nor did the angel who made announcement to Mary of Christ's birth, so hesitate; nor did the Father, Himself, so hesitate. 

Isaiah, the Prophet, time and again ascribed Deity to Christ. In this same 40th chapter of Isaiah, we read in Isaiah 40:9 a command concerning Christ: "Lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!" The next verse continues, " Behold, the Lord God will come." 
II. THE SPIRIT'S ANOINTING (Isaiah 11:1-3 ) 
During the years in Nazareth Christ was known in no large way, because God was seeking to hold back the further annunciation of His Sonship, until the hour came for His public ministry. Thus, after thirty years of almost unrecognized and unknown experiences, Jesus Christ was suddenly thrust upon the conscience of the Jewish people by His Baptism. 

1. The journey to the Jordan. It was at least sixty miles that Christ pressed along His way, perhaps afoot; to the place where John was baptizing in the river Jordan. John had already announced that there was One coming after him, who was preferred before him, because He was before him. In this statement John acknowledged the Deity and eternity of Christ, the Son of God, inasmuch as Christ was not before John in any physical sense; John being six months older than Jesus. Jesus was, therefore, before John only, in the sense that He was the Eternal Son, without beginning and without end. 

2. The baptism in the Jordan. When Jesus came to John, John hesitated, saying: "I have need to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me?" Jesus immediately replied: "Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness." Then, John suffered Him. 

3. The coming of the Spirit. As Jesus stood in the waters, following His baptism, we read in the Bible that He prayed. As He prayed, the heavens were opened and the Spirit descended in bodily form, as a dove, and lighted upon Him. All of this was done that it might be fulfilled, which was written by the Spirit, through the Prophet Isaiah: "The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him." The Spirit, also, had written through the Prophet in Isaiah 42:1 , "Behold My servant whom I uphold; Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him." 

The Lord evidently stopped at the water's edge after His baptism, and claimed the promise of the coming of the Spirit as set forth in the references above. 

The glory of this anointing of the Spirit, is set forth in our key text: "The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord." May God grant to each one of us, that we may have a like anointing; and the Spirit resting upon us. 

III. THE THREE YEARS OF MINISTRY OUTLINED (Isaiah 61:1-3 ) 
Our key verses proclaim to us, a resume of the three years which Christ spent among men, the years between His baptism and His ascension. If you want to sum up the Life of Christ, you will find it, here, in an epitomized form. The words in Isaiah, are quoted in the 4th chapter of Luke, and, afterward, we read, "And He began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears." Let us note some of the things which Isaiah foretold of Christ: 

1. Christ was to be anointed to preach good tidings unto the meek. The word "good tidings" is suggestive of "good news." The word "Gospel" covers the meaning of the word "good tidings." This is what Christ preached, and this same good news, is what He has given us to preach. 

2. Christ was to be sent to bind up broken hearts. The Gospel is a balm to weary, bruised, and broken hearts. Wherever our Lord went, He went about doing good. He knew how to say: "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

3. Christ was to come to set the captives at liberty. Here is a message to men and women, taken captives by the devil, and bound by the chains of sin. Jesus came to set them free. He actually did this thing, in many instances; noticeably, among them, may be mentioned the deliverance of Gadarene, and of Mary Magdalene, both of whom had been possessed of demons. 

4. Christ was to come to give beauty for ashes; the oil of joy for mourning; the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. In other words, He came to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and to comfort all that mourn. People of today may imagine that being a Christian, robs one of his joy. The opposite is true. At His right hand, there are pleasures forevermore; and in His presence, there is fullness of joy. 

IV. THE DAY OF GOD'S GRACE (Isaiah 42:2-4 ) 
There was a remarkable thing that happened in Nazareth. When Jesus entered the Temple there was given Him the roll of the Prophet Isaiah. He turned to that portion, known in our Bible, as Isaiah 61:1-3 , He read that portion of the Scripture in Isaiah which closed with the words: "The acceptable year of the Lord." He omitted to read the words: "The day of vengeance of our God." 

There is another remarkable passage in Matthew 12:1-50 , beginning with Matthew 12:17 . Matthew, by the Spirit, told of certain things concerning Christ, and then said that those things happened "That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the Prophet, saying, Behold My servant, whom I have chosen; My beloved, in whom My soul is well pleased: I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall shew judgment to the Gentiles." Then Matthew recorded how Christ quoted the remarkable words in Matthew 12:20 : "A bruised reed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall He not quench, till He send forth judgment unto victory." Thus both Isaiah 42:1-25 , and Isaiah 61:1-11 , show us that the earthly life of our Lord was a life of mercy and of grace. 

1. The day of Grace began with the Coming of Christ, and continues during this age. Frequently in the Book of Hebrews we read: "To day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." The expression "to day" covers this wonderful age of opportunity, and privilege to unbelievers. God pity the man or the woman who is not saved today, but remains an unbeliever in spite of the love of God, in spite of the open Bible, in spite of the call of the Holy Spirit This is the day in which the Angel of God's mercy, pleads with men to be saved, and to flee from the wrath to come. 

2. Our key text carries with it the thought that a day of judgment will follow the Day of Grace. Isaiah 42:3 says: "A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall He not quench: He shall bring forth judgment unto truth." In Matthew it says: "Till He send forth judgment unto victory." 
There is a time coming, therefore, when Christ will leave the Father's right hand, descend from Heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance upon those who know not God. Let us all get into the covert, the Rock of Ages cleft for us, before the storm of God's wrath falls, and before the judgments which are destined to follow this day of Grace, are upon the earth. 

V. THE RUGGED CROSS OF CALVARY (Isaiah 52:14 ) 
Do we not become more and more amazed, that the Spirit of God should, through the Prophet Isaiah, have written, beforehand, so much of the details of the Birth, the Life, the Ministry and the Death of our Lord? 

Let us study Isaiah's comments: 

1. His visage was so marred marred more than any man's. Those who saw Jesus Christ in His hour of anguish and passion, were astonished as they beheld Him, How differently He looked, as He hung there for us, than He looked in the days when He went among men, teaching, preaching, healing the sick, and raising the dead. On the Cross His visage was marred more than any man's. We can remember how, under the orders of Pilate, the back of our Lord had been beaten with those terrible stripes; we can remember how the rough and rugged Cross had been thrown across His shoulders, and how He had gone down under its weight; we can also remember how the crown of thorns had been pressed upon His brow, After all of this, they laid the Cross upon the ground and stretched Him upon it: 

"Hark, I hear the dull blow of a hammer swung low. 

They are nailing my Lord to the Tree." 

Thus it was that Jesus was crucified, nailed to the tree. Then the Cross fell down into the hole which had been dug for it. Now, we think of those wounds; of those strained nerves; of His visage marred by the blood-clotted hair, as it fell over the bloodstained face. 

2. His form was marred more than the sons of men. Christ's body seemed past recognition. It was this that startled the people. When we think of how Jesus Christ suffered for us, how little it makes all of our suffering for Him appear. 

In the next chapter of Isaiah (53) we read of how Christ was despised and rejected of men. We behold Him as the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. We catch the vision of His being wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquity. We are told the chastisement of our peace was upon Him. Yet, whatever happened to Him in that awful day when man's judgment was a travesty, and man's voracity a tragedy, we say all was done in accordance with the purpose of the Father, for: "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief." It was God who made the soul of our Saviour, an offering for sin. 

VI. THE PRAYER FOR HIS RETURN (Isaiah 64:1 ) 
The Holy Spirit through the Prophet Isaiah did not only pre-write the Birth, the Earthly Life, the Ministry and the Death of our Lord, he also wrote the story of the Resurrection and of the Return of Christ. We now carry you to the story of His Return. 

1. The deeper meaning of Isaiah 53:1-12 . We cannot but feel, as we study this wonderful Calvary chapter, that the very words of this chapter breathe the prayer which the Children of Israel will utter when they see Christ coming in the clouds of Heaven. 

We know according to Zechariah they will take notice of the wound marks in His hands. 

It is then that Israel will say: "He is despised and rejected of men; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from Him." 

It is then that the Children of Israel will say: "Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted." 

It is at that time, when Christ comes again, and according to Revelation when "every eye shall see Him" that Israel will cry: "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed." So we could go on through the chapter, but it is not necessary. 

2. The astonished cry of Isaiah 63:1-3 . As Christ comes down, Israel cries out: "Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His strength?" (This is Israel's cry.) Then comes the Lord's response: "I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save." Once more the Children of Israel ask: "Wherefore art Thou red in Thine apparel, and Thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat?" The Lord's reply: "I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with Me." 

3. Isaiah, in our key verse, gives us next the cry of Israel as, looking forward unto the skies, they plead for Christ's Return. Hear the words (Isaiah 64:1-2 ). Did you ever hear more tender, pleading words than these? The Lord shall hear this cry of His people and He will come down to deliver them. The City of Zion has long been as a wilderness, Jerusalem has long been as a desolation, but God is coming and Israel shall rejoice. 

VII. THE AFTERMATH OF CHRIST'S RETURN (Isaiah 60:1-3 ) 
Isaiah now gives, in these verses, a resume of those events which shall follow hard upon the Return of Christ to Israel, and to the earth. Of course, all students of prophecy know that Christ will restore the twelve tribes into one kingdom. They know, also, that the man who is called the Branch, will arise and build the temple. They all know that the nation of Israel will be saved in one day. Then what happens? These stirring events: 

1. Israel's glory will burst forth. Our first verse says: "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." It will be a glorious day for Israel. Twenty-three hundred years have gone since Judah was carried into captivity in Babylon. The Jews have been trodden down under the feet of the Gentiles. We know there are some of the Gentiles who speak harshly of the Jews. We should remember, however, that God is going to take the stony hearts away from Israel and He will give her a heart of flesh. In that Day Israel will arise and shine. In that Day her light will have come and the glory of the Lord will have risen upon her. 
2. Israel's light will shine unto the Gentiles. At present, darkness covers the earth, gross darkness hovers over the people. That darkness will deepen as the days pass, unto the end. Evil men and seducers will become worse and worse; there will be wars and pestilences; however, the Lord will come and in coming, He will dispel the darkness. 

It is then that we read: "The Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising." 

The whole world, therefore, will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. The Gentile nations will come to Jerusalem to worship the Lord. The nation and the kingdom that will not serve Him, shall perish and be utterly wasted. 

Those who, of yore, afflicted Israel will bend their knees unto Israel and Israel's God. In that Day Jerusalem will be called the City of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. God's people will be righteous, and will inherit the land forever. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"On the head of Christ are many crowns. He wears the crown of victory; He wears the crown of sovereignty; He wears the crown of creation; He wears the crown of providence; He wears the crown of grace; He wears the crown of glory for every one of His glorified people owes his honor, happiness and blessedness to Him." 

I remember at one of our testimony meetings a man got up and said he had got a great blessing at Keswick. They asked him, "What can you say about it?" "Well," he replied, "I can say this: I was a Christian before I came to Keswick. Christ was my King, but I am afraid He was a constitutional sovereign and I was prime minister, Now He is absolute Lord, and that has made the difference in my life and brought a blessing." Aye, that makes all the difference in the world, "Make Jesus King." "Crown Him Lord of all," and you will know the liberty of the glory of the sons of the Kingdom. Rev. W. E. Moore. 
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Verses 1-11
The Deity of Christ in Isaiah 
Isaiah 40:1-11 , Isaiah 40:25-28 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We suggest a threefold vision of the Deity of Christ as an introduction to the sermon proper. 

1. The Deity of Christ as seen in the Gospels. The Gospels abound in proofs that Jesus Christ was God. John tells us, in the Spirit, that Christ was the Word, and that the Word was God, and that the Word was made flesh. 

The angels announced to the shepherds that the One born in Bethlehem was Christ the Lord. John the Baptist gave testimony that Jesus was the Son of God, and, the Lamb of God. He even said that Christ was preferred before him, because He was before him; thus proclaiming Christ's eternity. When Jesus Himself began to teach, He bore witness to Himself, that He had come forth from the Father. He said that no one came to the Father, except through Him. He taught that He spoke the words of the Father, did the works of the Father, and fulfilled the will of the Father. He made every claim to Deity, stating that He was the Resurrection and the Life; that He was the Light of the world; and, the "Way, the Truth, and the Life." 

The Gospels also give the Father's testimony to Christ's sovereignty. First they record God's words at His baptism when He said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Words similar were spoken at the transfiguration, and even stronger words were given on the occasion of the visit of the Greeks. 

2. The Deity of Christ as seen in the Epistles. We ask you to notice the little Book of Titus. There, three times, the Lord Jesus is acclaimed as God. In Titus 1:3 we read the words, "God our Saviour." In Titus 1:4 we read the words, "The Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour." Thus, putting the two verses together the Lord Jesus Christ is acclaimed God. 

In Titus 2:10 we read again the words, "God our Saviour," and in Titus 2:13 we read, "God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" In these verses Jesus Christ is proclaimed Saviour, and the Saviour is proclaimed God. 

In the third chapter of Titus, Titus 3:4 and Titus 3:6 , once more Jesus Christ is pronounced Saviour, and the Saviour is pronounced God. Therefore, God is Christ and Christ is God. 

In Hebrews 1:8 the Father says unto the Son, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever." Once more Christ's sovereignty stands forth. 

In 1 John 5:20 we read these words: "His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life." 

The Book of Jude proclaims, in Judges 1:25 , that the only wise God is our Saviour, This is the message of all of the Epistles. The Holy Spirit in Philippians, in speaking of Christ Jesus, says: "Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God." 

3. The sovereignty and sufferings of Christ as set forth in Isaiah. When the birth of Christ was announced by the Holy Spirit through the Prophets it was stated, "Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel, (God with us)" (Isaiah 7:14 ). 

In Isaiah 9:6 the Child born, and the Son given, is called, "The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 

In Isaiah 25:9 the prophecy is given of Christ swallowing up death in victory, and then we read, "It shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God." 

In Isaiah 40:1-3 , God is telling of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, and He says, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." 

When Isaiah speaks of Christ's coming (as described in Revelation 22:12 ) he says, "Say unto the cities of Judah Behold your God," then he adds, "Behold, the Lord God will come with a strong hand * * His reward is with Him." 

Thus the story of Isaiah continues through many chapters proclaiming the sovereignty of Christ. 

I. ISAIAH'S PROPHECY OF CHRIST'S DEITY AS TOLD BY FORERUNNER (Isaiah 40:3 ) 
We have before us one of the marvelous statements of the Bible. We cannot see how any one could fail to see the inspiration of Scripture in such verses as the one before us. Here is God proclaiming, through Isaiah, centuries before John was born, the fact that he was to be the voice of one that cried in the wilderness, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." 

1. Zacharias, the father of John, recognized the Deity of Christ. When Zacharias gave his magnificat at the birth of his son John, he said, "And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways." 

Does it not strike you as very wonderful that this priest, who was father to John the Baptist, should have gone back to Isaiah and have quoted the very verse which is now before us? Not only, however, did he quote this verse, but he spoke of Christ as "The Highest," and as "The Lord." Thus positively declaring the Deity of the One whom John was to proclaim. 

2. John the Baptist announced the Deity of Christ thirty years after Zacharias. John affirmed, "I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the Prophet Esaias." 

John went even further than his father had gone. Zacharias quoted from Isaiah, but John referred to Isaiah. 

The Prophet Isaiah had declared that the forerunner of Christ would make straight in the desert a highway for "our God." John plainly stated that Jesus was God. He did this as follows: 

"He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me: * * for He was before me." 
"Behold the Lamb of God." 
"I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God." 
Whatever others may think, John corroborated the testimony of Isaiah and proclaimed Christ as God. 

II. ISAIAH'S PROPHECY CONCERNING CHRIST'S DEITY AT HIS SECOND COMING (Isaiah 40:9-10 ) 
We have passed from the third verse of Isaiah forty, to the ninth and tenth verses of the same chapter. These verses cover but a short space on the Bible record, yet they carry us from the First Coming of Christ to the Second Coming, in Bible chronology. 

1. In verses nine and ten the Second Coming is plainly before us. This is seen in verse ten, which reads: "Behold, the Lord God will come with strong" hand, and His arm shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him." 

The Bible student cannot read these words without immediately remembering that last and wonderful threefold promise which Christ made in the Book of Revelation, the last chapter. 

"Behold, I come quickly" (Revelation 22:7 ). 

"Behold, I come quickly" (Revelation 22:12 ). 

"Surely I come quickly" (Revelation 22:20 ). 

It is in connection with the second of these promises, which the risen Christ made of His Second Coming, that He said, "Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me." 
Thus, we have seen that the Prophet Isaiah was referring to the Second Advent a period that lay at least eighteen hundred years beyond the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3 ; and the Prophet declared that the Coming Christ was God. 

2. In the verses before us we have Christ definitely proclaimed as God. The cry is made from Heaven, "Say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!" 
During the centuries following the times of Isaiah, the Jews anticipated the coming of a Redeemer and Deliverer. When He came, however, they "knew Him not." They crucified Him upon the Tree, in utter repudiation of His Deity. 

Since Christ's ascension to the Father the Chosen People have rejected Christ as God. When He comes, however, and they behold the One with the nail-pierced hands, and when they hear the cry of God's second forerunner, saying, "Behold your God"; then, they will mourn for. Him as an only son, and receive Him as God. 

III. ISAIAH'S PROPHECY OF CHRIST THE EVERLASTING GOD (Isaiah 40:28 ) 
The casual reading of these words may at first cause the reader to think of the Father, and not of the Son. A more careful reading, however, will connect verse twenty-eight with verses one, nine, and ten. It is the same God in each case, and the same Lord. 

1. Jesus Christ is the EVERLASTING GOD. This is plainly set forth in the Gospel of John which reads: 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 
That the expression, "The Everlasting God" refers to Christ is not new in Isaiah, for he, through the Spirit, had already said, "Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; * * and His Name shall be called * * The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father." 
The Lord Jesus personally spoke of His coming forth from the Father, and of going back to the Father. He even said, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." Jesus Christ, therefore, was God in the eternities past. 

2. Jesus Christ was the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth. The Father bore testimony to the Son that all things were created by Him, and for Him; and that in Him all things "consist," are "held together." 

In Hebrews God particularly bore testimony that His Son had made the world. That in the beginning He had laid the foundation of the earth, and that the heavens were the works of His hands. 

IV. ISAIAH PROCLAIMS THE SOLIDARITY OF CHRIST'S DEITY (Isaiah 42:8 ) 
1. It is remarkable the way Isaiah forty-two opens: 

"Behold My servant, whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in whom My soul delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him." 

(1) We know that these words refer to Christ. This is settled in the Epistle to the Hebrews. "Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience" as a servant. This, as we see it, was the key-word in Christ's "Kenosis"; that is, this was the essence of His "emptying Himself." He was God, yet He became a Man, taking upon Himself the form of a servant, and becoming obedient unto death. 

(2) He was not merely a servant, whose ears were "bored" in abject obedience to the Father, but He was also the Father's Elect. Now our minds immediately go to the thrice-blessed recognition of the Father's approval of the Son. 

(a) At the baptism, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

(b) At the Transfiguration, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him." 

(c) At the visit of the Greeks, "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." 

(3) He was not only a Servant, approved of God, and Elect: He was also anointed of the Spirit. After the baptism of Christ, the Spirit of God descended like a dove and rested upon Christ. 

2. It is striking how Isaiah forty-two continues in verse five. 
"Thus saith God the Lord, He that created the heavens, and * * the earth * * I the Lord have called Thee in righteousness * * for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison." 

We have quoted only enough of this wonderful paragraph to show that the Father is still speaking of Christ the very Christ who moved among men, to open the prison bars, and to be a light to the Gentiles. 

3. It is worthy of note how Isaiah now says, 
"I am the Lord: that is My Name: and My glory will I not give to another." 

Following these words the Prophet says, "Sing unto the Lord a new song." Afterward he cries, "Let them give glory unto the Lord." The Deity of Christ is plainly set forth in all of this. Our God would not give His glory to another, nor His praise to graven images. He, did, however, give His glory to Christ; and when He dwelt among men we "beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." 

In all of this God proclaimed, through His Prophet, that Jesus Christ His Servant, His Elect, was approved of Him and was equal with God. God never would have raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at His own right hand, if Christ, according to His oft-repeated claim, had not been very God of very God. 

V. ISAIAH ATTESTS THE DEITY OF CHRIST WHEN HE ANNOUNCES THAT THE LORD, ISRAEL'S GOD, IS HER SAVIOUR (Isaiah 43:10-12 ) 
There can be no doubt that the Prophet is now speaking of Christ for the following reasons: 

1. He is speaking of the Saviour of Israel. He says, "I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is no Saviour." 

We remember how, when Christ was born, He was called Jesus because He would save His people from their sins. Peter did not hesitate to say, "There is none other name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

2. He is speaking of the great I Am. Verse thirteen says, "Yea, before the day was I am He." This title, "I am He," is the Jehovah title. It is the peculiar claim of Christ during His earth life. He said, "Before Abraham was, I am." Isaiah said of Him, "Before the day was I Am." The Lord said again, "If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins." It is of this great I Am that we read in our key text. 

"I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me. I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is no Saviour." 

After these words, just quoted, the Prophet cries as he speaks to his people Israel, "Therefore ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God." 

Israel may not now acknowledge Him God, but when verse fifteen is fulfilled, she will do so. The verse reads: 

"I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King." 

How wonderful that the God of Israel, the great I Am, the Lord Jesus Christ, is seen in our Scripture as the only Saviour of His people Israel. He says: "I have declared, and have saved." The day is coming when a nation will be born in a day. 

VI. ISAIAH MAGNIFIES THE DEITY OF CHRIST IN HIS REDEEMERSHIP (Isaiah 44:6 ) 
1. The Prophet is now describing the Lord, the King of Israel; and the Lord, the Redeemer. These words must refer to the Lord Jesus because He alone is both Israel's destined King and Redeemer. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the seed of David David's greater Son. To him God has sworn, and will not repent: "Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion." The heathen may rage, and the people imagine a vain thing; the kings of the earth may set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against God's Anointed; yet, in spite of all their ravings Christ Jesus shall some day take the throne. 

The promise is plainly written in the Word, "Unto us a Christ is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder * * upon the throne of David, and upon His Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it." 

Thank God, "the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this" in spite of every human or satanic opposition. 

The angel positively told Mary that the Lord God would give unto her Son (who was to be begotten of the Holy Ghost) the throne of His father David. The angel also said that He would rule over the House of Jacob, and that of His Kingdom there would be no end. We know that this is true, because when God hath spoken no man can disannul it. 

2. The Prophet is beyond doubt describing Christ, because the words he next uses refer to the Lord Jesus when quoted in the Book of Revelation. Let us observe the last clause of our key-text. 

"I am the First, and I am the Last; and beside Me there is no God." 
The One who is "God," is He who is also "the First" and "the Last." Who is "the First" and "the Last"? We reply, He is God. Who is God? In order to answer this second query we quote from Revelation 1:17 ,Revelation 1:18 . 

"And He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the First and the Last : I am He that liveth, and was dead ; and, behold, I am alive for evermore." 

There is no doubt now but that these words refer to Christ, inasmuch as Christ died and rose again; therefore, Christ is God. 
VII. ISAIAH ASSERTS THE DEITY OF CHRIST, IN ASSERTING THAT EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL SWEAR UNTO HIM (Isaiah 45:21-23 ) 
1. In the opening statement of these verses, Isaiah declares that there is no God beside our God. That He is a just God, and a Saviour. 

Some young people may inquire: "If Christ is God, and the Father also is God, how then can the Lord our God be one Lord?" We reply, that the triune God is one: but that the one God is manifested in three Persons the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Do you not remember how in David the Holy Spirit said, "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, until I make Thy foes Thy footstool"? 

Here both the Father and the Son are spoken of as "Lord." The Father who said to the Son; that is, the Lord said unto the Lord, "Sit Thou on My right hand." That the Father is addressing the Son is plain, because He is addressing One, described as a Priest forever after the order of Melchisedec Thus in our key-verse the Lord is God, because He is a Saviour! and no other one could be a Saviour except God the Son. 

2. In the second statement Christ is proclaimed God, because of the universality of salvation's call. Isaiah continues to say: 

"Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God." 

None other than God could say such words; and yet, Christ said words of similar import. 

"Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

Christ also said, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink." 

3. In the closing statement of our key-text the Deity of Christ is established in that Christ is accorded Divine worship. Verse twenty-three concludes with the words: 

"That unto Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear." 

The quotation above is again found in Philippians, where it is ascribed to Jesus Christ. Its enlarged form magnifies its force. 

"That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in Heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 

With this before us we dare hold no further doubt that Christ is God, and that the Prophet Isaiah proclaimed Him so. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
You sit with your hands upon the ivory keys of life, which God made for music. Some there are, who bang the keys with jazz, and verily they make much sound. Others moan out a funeral dirge. Then there are those who play with precise exactitude, keeping all the rules, faultily faultless, icily, puritanically regular, never doing anything "wrong." Yet none of it is music, not even the product of perfect propriety never a strain of real and soulful music! 

Said the great musician to his young pupil: "I have taught you all I can. Your technique is perfect. But you'll never be a musician until you fall in love." One day, as she played, he turned to her: "Who is it?" and she blushed in confusion because of the new and wonderful thing that had come to her. 

I could imagine Moses saying: "I have taught you all I can. I have given you the technique of proper living, advising you what to avoid. There is nothing to be added except this: "The secret of great music comes only as you fall in love with something higher than I can give." 

Then, one day, there steps into the soul, One whose face is radiant as the light-blessed skies of Galilee, whose lips speak melody as soft and deep and stirring as the waves of the Galilean lake, and in that hallowed hour the soul awakens to its Eternal Mate. It realizes the fragmentariness and inconsequence which life has hitherto had; but its completeness and purpose at last have come. It never knew before that the tones of Christ could thrill like this, never suspected the scope and power of the truths He tells. It has fallen in love with Christ. It bends over the keys with fresh zest and begins to sweep from them symphonies which fill life and mount to Heaven and prove what multitudes have found: that the spirit of truest amusement, finally, is found only in trueness of life. Selected. 

Verses 25-28
The Deity of Christ in Isaiah 
Isaiah 40:1-11 , Isaiah 40:25-28 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We suggest a threefold vision of the Deity of Christ as an introduction to the sermon proper. 

1. The Deity of Christ as seen in the Gospels. The Gospels abound in proofs that Jesus Christ was God. John tells us, in the Spirit, that Christ was the Word, and that the Word was God, and that the Word was made flesh. 

The angels announced to the shepherds that the One born in Bethlehem was Christ the Lord. John the Baptist gave testimony that Jesus was the Son of God, and, the Lamb of God. He even said that Christ was preferred before him, because He was before him; thus proclaiming Christ's eternity. When Jesus Himself began to teach, He bore witness to Himself, that He had come forth from the Father. He said that no one came to the Father, except through Him. He taught that He spoke the words of the Father, did the works of the Father, and fulfilled the will of the Father. He made every claim to Deity, stating that He was the Resurrection and the Life; that He was the Light of the world; and, the "Way, the Truth, and the Life." 

The Gospels also give the Father's testimony to Christ's sovereignty. First they record God's words at His baptism when He said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Words similar were spoken at the transfiguration, and even stronger words were given on the occasion of the visit of the Greeks. 

2. The Deity of Christ as seen in the Epistles. We ask you to notice the little Book of Titus. There, three times, the Lord Jesus is acclaimed as God. In Titus 1:3 we read the words, "God our Saviour." In Titus 1:4 we read the words, "The Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour." Thus, putting the two verses together the Lord Jesus Christ is acclaimed God. 

In Titus 2:10 we read again the words, "God our Saviour," and in Titus 2:13 we read, "God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" In these verses Jesus Christ is proclaimed Saviour, and the Saviour is proclaimed God. 

In the third chapter of Titus, Titus 3:4 and Titus 3:6 , once more Jesus Christ is pronounced Saviour, and the Saviour is pronounced God. Therefore, God is Christ and Christ is God. 

In Hebrews 1:8 the Father says unto the Son, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever." Once more Christ's sovereignty stands forth. 

In 1 John 5:20 we read these words: "His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life." 

The Book of Jude proclaims, in Judges 1:25 , that the only wise God is our Saviour, This is the message of all of the Epistles. The Holy Spirit in Philippians, in speaking of Christ Jesus, says: "Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God." 

3. The sovereignty and sufferings of Christ as set forth in Isaiah. When the birth of Christ was announced by the Holy Spirit through the Prophets it was stated, "Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel, (God with us)" (Isaiah 7:14 ). 

In Isaiah 9:6 the Child born, and the Son given, is called, "The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 

In Isaiah 25:9 the prophecy is given of Christ swallowing up death in victory, and then we read, "It shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God." 

In Isaiah 40:1-3 , God is telling of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, and He says, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." 

When Isaiah speaks of Christ's coming (as described in Revelation 22:12 ) he says, "Say unto the cities of Judah Behold your God," then he adds, "Behold, the Lord God will come with a strong hand * * His reward is with Him." 

Thus the story of Isaiah continues through many chapters proclaiming the sovereignty of Christ. 

I. ISAIAH'S PROPHECY OF CHRIST'S DEITY AS TOLD BY FORERUNNER (Isaiah 40:3 ) 
We have before us one of the marvelous statements of the Bible. We cannot see how any one could fail to see the inspiration of Scripture in such verses as the one before us. Here is God proclaiming, through Isaiah, centuries before John was born, the fact that he was to be the voice of one that cried in the wilderness, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." 

1. Zacharias, the father of John, recognized the Deity of Christ. When Zacharias gave his magnificat at the birth of his son John, he said, "And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways." 

Does it not strike you as very wonderful that this priest, who was father to John the Baptist, should have gone back to Isaiah and have quoted the very verse which is now before us? Not only, however, did he quote this verse, but he spoke of Christ as "The Highest," and as "The Lord." Thus positively declaring the Deity of the One whom John was to proclaim. 

2. John the Baptist announced the Deity of Christ thirty years after Zacharias. John affirmed, "I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the Prophet Esaias." 

John went even further than his father had gone. Zacharias quoted from Isaiah, but John referred to Isaiah. 

The Prophet Isaiah had declared that the forerunner of Christ would make straight in the desert a highway for "our God." John plainly stated that Jesus was God. He did this as follows: 

"He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me: * * for He was before me." 
"Behold the Lamb of God." 
"I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God." 
Whatever others may think, John corroborated the testimony of Isaiah and proclaimed Christ as God. 

II. ISAIAH'S PROPHECY CONCERNING CHRIST'S DEITY AT HIS SECOND COMING (Isaiah 40:9-10 ) 
We have passed from the third verse of Isaiah forty, to the ninth and tenth verses of the same chapter. These verses cover but a short space on the Bible record, yet they carry us from the First Coming of Christ to the Second Coming, in Bible chronology. 

1. In verses nine and ten the Second Coming is plainly before us. This is seen in verse ten, which reads: "Behold, the Lord God will come with strong" hand, and His arm shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him." 

The Bible student cannot read these words without immediately remembering that last and wonderful threefold promise which Christ made in the Book of Revelation, the last chapter. 

"Behold, I come quickly" (Revelation 22:7 ). 

"Behold, I come quickly" (Revelation 22:12 ). 

"Surely I come quickly" (Revelation 22:20 ). 

It is in connection with the second of these promises, which the risen Christ made of His Second Coming, that He said, "Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me." 
Thus, we have seen that the Prophet Isaiah was referring to the Second Advent a period that lay at least eighteen hundred years beyond the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3 ; and the Prophet declared that the Coming Christ was God. 

2. In the verses before us we have Christ definitely proclaimed as God. The cry is made from Heaven, "Say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!" 
During the centuries following the times of Isaiah, the Jews anticipated the coming of a Redeemer and Deliverer. When He came, however, they "knew Him not." They crucified Him upon the Tree, in utter repudiation of His Deity. 

Since Christ's ascension to the Father the Chosen People have rejected Christ as God. When He comes, however, and they behold the One with the nail-pierced hands, and when they hear the cry of God's second forerunner, saying, "Behold your God"; then, they will mourn for. Him as an only son, and receive Him as God. 

III. ISAIAH'S PROPHECY OF CHRIST THE EVERLASTING GOD (Isaiah 40:28 ) 
The casual reading of these words may at first cause the reader to think of the Father, and not of the Son. A more careful reading, however, will connect verse twenty-eight with verses one, nine, and ten. It is the same God in each case, and the same Lord. 

1. Jesus Christ is the EVERLASTING GOD. This is plainly set forth in the Gospel of John which reads: 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 
That the expression, "The Everlasting God" refers to Christ is not new in Isaiah, for he, through the Spirit, had already said, "Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; * * and His Name shall be called * * The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father." 
The Lord Jesus personally spoke of His coming forth from the Father, and of going back to the Father. He even said, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." Jesus Christ, therefore, was God in the eternities past. 

2. Jesus Christ was the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth. The Father bore testimony to the Son that all things were created by Him, and for Him; and that in Him all things "consist," are "held together." 

In Hebrews God particularly bore testimony that His Son had made the world. That in the beginning He had laid the foundation of the earth, and that the heavens were the works of His hands. 

IV. ISAIAH PROCLAIMS THE SOLIDARITY OF CHRIST'S DEITY (Isaiah 42:8 ) 
1. It is remarkable the way Isaiah forty-two opens: 

"Behold My servant, whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in whom My soul delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him." 

(1) We know that these words refer to Christ. This is settled in the Epistle to the Hebrews. "Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience" as a servant. This, as we see it, was the key-word in Christ's "Kenosis"; that is, this was the essence of His "emptying Himself." He was God, yet He became a Man, taking upon Himself the form of a servant, and becoming obedient unto death. 

(2) He was not merely a servant, whose ears were "bored" in abject obedience to the Father, but He was also the Father's Elect. Now our minds immediately go to the thrice-blessed recognition of the Father's approval of the Son. 

(a) At the baptism, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

(b) At the Transfiguration, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him." 

(c) At the visit of the Greeks, "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." 

(3) He was not only a Servant, approved of God, and Elect: He was also anointed of the Spirit. After the baptism of Christ, the Spirit of God descended like a dove and rested upon Christ. 

2. It is striking how Isaiah forty-two continues in verse five. 
"Thus saith God the Lord, He that created the heavens, and * * the earth * * I the Lord have called Thee in righteousness * * for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison." 

We have quoted only enough of this wonderful paragraph to show that the Father is still speaking of Christ the very Christ who moved among men, to open the prison bars, and to be a light to the Gentiles. 

3. It is worthy of note how Isaiah now says, 
"I am the Lord: that is My Name: and My glory will I not give to another." 

Following these words the Prophet says, "Sing unto the Lord a new song." Afterward he cries, "Let them give glory unto the Lord." The Deity of Christ is plainly set forth in all of this. Our God would not give His glory to another, nor His praise to graven images. He, did, however, give His glory to Christ; and when He dwelt among men we "beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." 

In all of this God proclaimed, through His Prophet, that Jesus Christ His Servant, His Elect, was approved of Him and was equal with God. God never would have raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at His own right hand, if Christ, according to His oft-repeated claim, had not been very God of very God. 

V. ISAIAH ATTESTS THE DEITY OF CHRIST WHEN HE ANNOUNCES THAT THE LORD, ISRAEL'S GOD, IS HER SAVIOUR (Isaiah 43:10-12 ) 
There can be no doubt that the Prophet is now speaking of Christ for the following reasons: 

1. He is speaking of the Saviour of Israel. He says, "I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is no Saviour." 

We remember how, when Christ was born, He was called Jesus because He would save His people from their sins. Peter did not hesitate to say, "There is none other name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

2. He is speaking of the great I Am. Verse thirteen says, "Yea, before the day was I am He." This title, "I am He," is the Jehovah title. It is the peculiar claim of Christ during His earth life. He said, "Before Abraham was, I am." Isaiah said of Him, "Before the day was I Am." The Lord said again, "If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins." It is of this great I Am that we read in our key text. 

"I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me. I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is no Saviour." 

After these words, just quoted, the Prophet cries as he speaks to his people Israel, "Therefore ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God." 

Israel may not now acknowledge Him God, but when verse fifteen is fulfilled, she will do so. The verse reads: 

"I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King." 

How wonderful that the God of Israel, the great I Am, the Lord Jesus Christ, is seen in our Scripture as the only Saviour of His people Israel. He says: "I have declared, and have saved." The day is coming when a nation will be born in a day. 

VI. ISAIAH MAGNIFIES THE DEITY OF CHRIST IN HIS REDEEMERSHIP (Isaiah 44:6 ) 
1. The Prophet is now describing the Lord, the King of Israel; and the Lord, the Redeemer. These words must refer to the Lord Jesus because He alone is both Israel's destined King and Redeemer. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the seed of David David's greater Son. To him God has sworn, and will not repent: "Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion." The heathen may rage, and the people imagine a vain thing; the kings of the earth may set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against God's Anointed; yet, in spite of all their ravings Christ Jesus shall some day take the throne. 

The promise is plainly written in the Word, "Unto us a Christ is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder * * upon the throne of David, and upon His Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it." 

Thank God, "the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this" in spite of every human or satanic opposition. 

The angel positively told Mary that the Lord God would give unto her Son (who was to be begotten of the Holy Ghost) the throne of His father David. The angel also said that He would rule over the House of Jacob, and that of His Kingdom there would be no end. We know that this is true, because when God hath spoken no man can disannul it. 

2. The Prophet is beyond doubt describing Christ, because the words he next uses refer to the Lord Jesus when quoted in the Book of Revelation. Let us observe the last clause of our key-text. 

"I am the First, and I am the Last; and beside Me there is no God." 
The One who is "God," is He who is also "the First" and "the Last." Who is "the First" and "the Last"? We reply, He is God. Who is God? In order to answer this second query we quote from Revelation 1:17 ,Revelation 1:18 . 

"And He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the First and the Last : I am He that liveth, and was dead ; and, behold, I am alive for evermore." 

There is no doubt now but that these words refer to Christ, inasmuch as Christ died and rose again; therefore, Christ is God. 
VII. ISAIAH ASSERTS THE DEITY OF CHRIST, IN ASSERTING THAT EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL SWEAR UNTO HIM (Isaiah 45:21-23 ) 
1. In the opening statement of these verses, Isaiah declares that there is no God beside our God. That He is a just God, and a Saviour. 

Some young people may inquire: "If Christ is God, and the Father also is God, how then can the Lord our God be one Lord?" We reply, that the triune God is one: but that the one God is manifested in three Persons the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Do you not remember how in David the Holy Spirit said, "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, until I make Thy foes Thy footstool"? 

Here both the Father and the Son are spoken of as "Lord." The Father who said to the Son; that is, the Lord said unto the Lord, "Sit Thou on My right hand." That the Father is addressing the Son is plain, because He is addressing One, described as a Priest forever after the order of Melchisedec Thus in our key-verse the Lord is God, because He is a Saviour! and no other one could be a Saviour except God the Son. 

2. In the second statement Christ is proclaimed God, because of the universality of salvation's call. Isaiah continues to say: 

"Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God." 

None other than God could say such words; and yet, Christ said words of similar import. 

"Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

Christ also said, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink." 

3. In the closing statement of our key-text the Deity of Christ is established in that Christ is accorded Divine worship. Verse twenty-three concludes with the words: 

"That unto Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear." 

The quotation above is again found in Philippians, where it is ascribed to Jesus Christ. Its enlarged form magnifies its force. 

"That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in Heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 

With this before us we dare hold no further doubt that Christ is God, and that the Prophet Isaiah proclaimed Him so. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
You sit with your hands upon the ivory keys of life, which God made for music. Some there are, who bang the keys with jazz, and verily they make much sound. Others moan out a funeral dirge. Then there are those who play with precise exactitude, keeping all the rules, faultily faultless, icily, puritanically regular, never doing anything "wrong." Yet none of it is music, not even the product of perfect propriety never a strain of real and soulful music! 

Said the great musician to his young pupil: "I have taught you all I can. Your technique is perfect. But you'll never be a musician until you fall in love." One day, as she played, he turned to her: "Who is it?" and she blushed in confusion because of the new and wonderful thing that had come to her. 

I could imagine Moses saying: "I have taught you all I can. I have given you the technique of proper living, advising you what to avoid. There is nothing to be added except this: "The secret of great music comes only as you fall in love with something higher than I can give." 

Then, one day, there steps into the soul, One whose face is radiant as the light-blessed skies of Galilee, whose lips speak melody as soft and deep and stirring as the waves of the Galilean lake, and in that hallowed hour the soul awakens to its Eternal Mate. It realizes the fragmentariness and inconsequence which life has hitherto had; but its completeness and purpose at last have come. It never knew before that the tones of Christ could thrill like this, never suspected the scope and power of the truths He tells. It has fallen in love with Christ. It bends over the keys with fresh zest and begins to sweep from them symphonies which fill life and mount to Heaven and prove what multitudes have found: that the spirit of truest amusement, finally, is found only in trueness of life. Selected. 

41 Chapter 41 

Verses 8-15
The God of All Help 
Isaiah 41:8-15 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Book of Isaiah is one that lives with us in every daily task and conflict. Sometimes we think that the Old Testament Scriptures are far separated from our needs, and that they have very little in common with twentieth century life. This, however, is altogether erroneous. People of all ages and all climes meet the same needs, have more or less the same environments, and have the same task from God. 

Isaiah 41:1-29 displays God as a Friend of His people. Isaiah 41:8 says, "But thou, Israel, art My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham, My friend." God first speaks of Abraham as His friend, and then He shows Himself to be a friend. We believe it. was Robert L. Stevenson who said, "Oh, my friend, teach me to be thine." Thus it is that we look into the face of our Heavenly Father and of our Lord and Saviour, and say, "Teach me to be Thy friend." 

To Israel God says, "Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee." But God was no more with Israel in the days past than He is with us. Even now we can hear our Lord say unto us, "I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." He said unto Israel, "Be not dismayed; for I am thy God * * I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness." 

So also does He say unto us, "All power is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth." With this He gave us the promise of His presence unto the end of the age. Israel is described in Isaiah 41:11 as having her enemies those who were incensed against her, but God says that these same enemies would be ashamed, confounded, and as nothing. 

To Israel God now says, "I will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee." Then He says, "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel." 

How wonderful it must have been to Joshua when the Lord came to him and said unto him, "Only * * be strong and of a good courage * *: for the Lord thy God. is with thee whithersoever thou goest." 

How encouraging it was unto the Prophet, Jeremiah, when God said unto him, "Be not afraid of their faces * * for behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land." 

These promises of old, however, are made real to us today. When Peter and Paul as the two outstanding witnesses to Jew and Gentile went forth with the Word of God, they were invincible. Every foe that rose up against them was put to nought, until God's testimony through them was fully delivered. 

Peter shook the whole Jewish nation, and of Paul and Silas it was said, "These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also." 

The Church of Jesus Christ needs to strengthen her feeble knees. She should gird up her loins. We are not a defeated, nor a depleted people. We are old in the train of a triumphant Lord. We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

I. GOD HELPS US WITH HIS HANDS (Isaiah 41:10-13 ) 
In each verse before us we have the expression, "I will help thee." In each we have the expression, "I will hold thy right hand," or, "I will hold thee with the right hand of My righteousness." The ministry of the hand should always be the ministry of helpfulness. 

1. He took him by the hand. In Acts 3:1-6 we read of how Peter and John approached the Temple at the hour of prayer. Without the Temple gate there was a beggar who was lame; he was asking alms. When Peter saw him he said, "Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." Then Acts 3:7 says, that he took him by the right hand and lifted him up. Peter encouraged the faith of the lame man by the touch of His hand; and the man entered into the Temple to praise God, There are scores of people today who need the touch of our right hand. 

2. He led him with his hand. Mark 8:1-38 tells the story of a blind man at Bethsaida upon whom the Lord Jesus Christ put His hand. Christ put His hands upon him, and made him look up, then He sent him away. The man, who had hitherto been led by others, now saw every man clearly. Instead of being helped, he could now help, and lead others by his hands. 

3. He stretched forth His hand. In this instance recorded in Matthew 14:31 , we have the story of Peter endeavoring to walk on the water. When he saw the storm, he was afraid and began to sink. He cried, "Lord, save me!" The Lord stretched forth His hand, saying, "O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" How often it is that we have felt the touch of the Lord's hand! It is the touch of encouragement and cheer. We felt ourselves sinking beneath some billow of sorrow, some testing, but the Lord touched us, and it seemed that new strength entered into us. 

II. HE UNDERGIRDS US WITH HIS ARMS (Deuteronomy 33:27 ) 
1. The arm of His strength. In Isaiah 51:1-23 is a pitiful cry from a broken and depleted nation. Here is what Israel says, "Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord." Israel seemed to have felt that God was asleep, because He had not been helping, as of yore. Israel remembered the ancient days when God helped Rahab, when He dried up the sea, and led His people with a mighty outstretched arm. Israel now is crying unto the Lord. 

In Isaiah 52:1 we have God's answer: "Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city." She who asked the Lord to awake was, in turn, asked by the Lord to awake. Then the promise was made of Israel's full and complete restoration, and Isaiah 52:10 says, "The Lord hath made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God." Thus will God stretch forth His arm in behalf of His people. 

2. The arm of His salvation. In Isaiah 53:1-12 the question is made: "To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" Following this query, the chapter outlines the story of Christ's first coming, His rejection of men, His being bruised and crushed. The whole message of this chapter is, as we see it, the answer to the query. In other words, the arm of the Lord's strength is His Calvary substitutionary work for His people. It was through His Cross that He sent forth His strength to redeem Israel and to redeem us. 

3. The arm of His glory. In Isaiah 63:1-19 comes that remarkable statement of how God led Moses by His right hand, and with His glorious arm. He divided the water before them, and He made Himself an everlasting Name. Thank God that He leads us through with the arm of His strength. 

III. HE GUIDES US WITH HIS EYE (Psalms 32:8 ) 
1. His eyes are all-seeing. 2 Chronicles 16:9 tells us that "the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him." The Lord is looking not only to discover the wicked and to bring them to nought, but He is looking to discover the righteous. He is strong in behalf of those whose heart is perfect toward Him. 

2. His eyes behold the righteous. Sometimes we marvel when we remember that there is not a word but that He knoweth it altogether. He knoweth our ways, and He hears our cry. There is not anything that befalls us that He does not see it. 

3. His eyes ponder our goings. It may seem strange to some of us that our God would be so interested in such poor worms of the dust as are we, and yet He is interested. There is not a hair of our heads that He has not numbered. There is not a condition in which we find ourselves that He is not there. 

IV. HE HAS US IN HIS HEART (Exodus 28:28-29 ) 
He who holds us with His hands, undergirds us with His arm, guides us with His eye, likewise has us in His heart. It is a beautiful picture that is described in our key-text. Israel's high priest wore a breastplate. Upon that breastplate he bore the names of the Children of Israel upon his heart. Wherever he went he carried them. All of this is a picture of the heart of the Lord Jesus toward us. 

1. His heart is a heart of pity. Psalms 103:13 tells us that "like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust." 

2. His heart yearns. In Matthew 23:37 we see our Lord standing before His beloved Jerusalem, as He cried, "How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." 

Did ever anyone love people as the Lord loved the nation which despised Him? In the Book of Hosea, we have the description of Ephraim and his disobedience. Then it is that the Lord says, "How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?" The Lord truly loves His people, and He yearns after them with all the yearning of a patient, tender, affectionate heart. 

3. His heart of love never fails (John 13:1 ). As our Lord approached the Cross, He loved His own unto the end. There was nothing that could stop Him. For those who nailed Him to the Tree. He had a tender word. The men who wagged their heads against Him were the objects of His grace. The man who pierced His side had a part and a portion in the blessing of the blood that flowed from the wounds. 

V. HE BEARS US ON HIS SHOULDERS (Luke 15:5 ) 
1. We dwell beneath His wings. In Deuteronomy 32:1-52 the Children of Israel are likened unto the eaglets whose nest is stirred up. Here a wonderful statement is found. In a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness, God led them about, He instructed them, He kept them as the apple of His eye. Then we read, "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the Lord alone did lead him." We can almost see the mother eagle as she begins to stir up the nest. Her young, who thus far have never flown, look pityingly at her; but the nest is rent. As the eaglets begin to fall, they try to fly. Time and again she catches them. And so with us. Sometimes it may have seemed that everything had gone, and then we found that underneath us were His wings. 

2. The government is on His shoulder (Isaiah 9:6 ). We now have the picture of a mighty "Man" holding on His shoulder a tremendous burden. He is none other than our adorable Lord and Saviour, and the burden is the government of the earth. He who was born the Son of David, and heir to David's throne, will come again as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

3. We dwell between His shoulders. We now turn from the government of nations to the government of an individual tribe. Moses is blessing the tribe of Benjamin, and he said, "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between His shoulders." How comforting it is to know that He who is able to bear the burden of the governments of the world upon His shoulders of strength, is also interested in the beloved saint who trusts Him! 

VI. HE INSTRUCTS US WITH HIS WORDS (Acts 20:35 ) 
The Apostle is speaking of how he coveted no man's silver, gold, or apparel, and how he labored with his own hands. Then he calls upon the saints to support the weak and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, who said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." To His words we should give our heed, and our perfect obedience. 

1. His Words are a sure foundation. Matthew 7:24-27 gives us the story of a man building a house upon the sand. He is described as a foolish man. The rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew so that his house fell. Another man, however, is described as a wise man, who built his house upon a rock. The rock withstood the madness of the storm. He who builds upon the sands, is he who hears the Word of God and does it not. He who builds upon the rock, is he who hears the Word and accepts it as authoritative and final. As the Rock on which he builds can never be shaken, neither can he. Heaven and earth may pass away, but not His Words. 

2. His Words are Truth (John 17:17 ). Christ here says, "Sanctify them through Thy Truth; Thy Word is Truth." He who, with the spirit of Zedekiah, penknifes the Word of God, will find himself penknifing God, because the Word of God, is God: Christ is called the Word. The Word is forever settled in Heaven, and was given to man by the Holy Spirit through Prophets moved by Him. His Word is an inerrant Word. 

VII. HE HEARS US WITH HIS EARS (Psalms 18:6 ) 
During the course of the sermon we have thought of God, His hands, His arms, His eyes, His heart, His shoulders, His lips, and now we close the study with the most wonderful consideration: His ears. 

1. He hears us to deliver us. Psalms 34:1-22 describes the prayer of David, and how God delivered him from all his fears. He hears more than the sound of our voice; He hears the yearnings which the words carry. Do you remember when Peter was sinking, how he cried unto the Lord? Paul was in distress on a storm-tossed sea in a ship that had been driven about for fourteen days and nights; the Lord heard his cry and delivered him. In Judges we read that Israel cried unto the Lord seven times, and seven times the Lord heard and delivered her. 

2. He hears the cry of the humble. Psalms 10:1-18 tells us how the humble cry unto the Lord and are heard. The proud, God will cast down; the humble He will exalt. God not only hears our cry, but He marks the spirit in which we speak to Him. God looks upon the heart. It was not so much the prayer of the prodigal which appealed to God as it was his mien, the spirit of humility in which he prayed. 

3. He hears the prayer of faith. The Bible says, if any man doubt, "let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord." When we pray we must believe that we shall receive the things for which we ask. There is one thing God demands of those who seek Him, and that is a perfect and an abiding confidence in His Word, His promises, and His power. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"THE GOD OF ALL HELP" 

"How God Gives Help. At one of the Bible classes held for women at a mission station in. Korea, a bright, clean, earnest woman with a baby on her back, walked from her home to the meeting, a distance of one hundred miles. When she told of her journey and saw the astonishment in the face of the missionary, the devoted woman said, 'It was not difficult; God helped me along.' 

"This simple and sincere expression of one recently brought from heathen darkness to gospel light has in it a great lesson for the Christian worker. Any hard service becomes exceedingly difficult when we attempt it in our own strength. How bright are the days and how cheering the reward when we can say of the most difficult undertakings that God helps us. 

"Happy is the Christian worker, especially the missionary in the foreign field, whose burdens of service are always heavy, who has complied with the command of the Psalmist to cast his burdens on the Lord. The promise which follows this command, assuring us that He will sustain us, enables us to overcome the difficulties with a courageous spirit and to bear our burdens with a light heart." 
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Verses 1-12
The Substitution of the Saviour 
A Study of Isaiah 53:1-12 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is called the Great Calvary Chapter. The chapter, however, goes back of Calvary describing both the childhood and ministry of Christ. Then in the conclusion of its message, Isaiah fifty-three passes beyond Calvary, setting forth the wonderful future when Christ's soul shall be satisfied. 

1. The query of the opening verse. Before the Prophet leads to the discussion of the Cross itself, he cries out, "Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" Here are two questions: 

(1) The first question. When the Prophet says, "Who hath believed our report," the Holy Spirit is suggesting that the Lord Jesus would not be received and accepted of men. 

It does seem that a report backed, as was the report concerning the Lord Jesus would have been believed. However, such was not the case. 

(2) The second question. When the Prophet asked, "To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" he made plain that the power of the Lord would be circumscribed by the unbelief of the people. In Isaiah 51:9 , we read, "Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days." The Lord answered Israel's plea by saying, "Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city. * * Shake thyself from the dust; * * loose thyself from the bands of thy neck." 

The truth is, that the Lord's arm is not shortened that it cannot save. He is strong and able to deliver. It was Israel's sin, which made it impossible for Christ to work. 

2. The doctrine of substitution. We can scan with our eye the chapter as a whole. In Isaiah 53:4 there are two words, "our griefs," "our sorrows." In Isaiah 53:5 we will find, "our transgressions," "our iniquities," "our peace." Each of these expressions carries with it the thought of substitution either in life or in death. He hath borne our griefs; carried our sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions; bruised for our iniquities, and the chastisement of our peace was upon Him. 

In Isaiah 53:6 , "The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." In Isaiah 53:8 , "For the transgression of My people was He stricken." In Isaiah 53:10 , His soul was made "an offering for sin." In Isaiah 53:11 , we read, "He shall bear their iniquities." In Isaiah 53:12 , "He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors." 
I. THE CHILDHOOD OF CHRIST (Isaiah 53:2 ) 
The verse before us suggests several things: 

1. That Christ sprang a root out of dry ground. We know that Jesus was the root and offspring of David. He is also called, the Stem of Jesse. It was Nathanael who said, "Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?" The Prophet goes Nathanael one better, and seems to say, Can any good thing come out of a nation which has gone from God? Israel in her shame and unbelief was no fit ground from which such marvelous fruit as the Son of God should spring. Israel was "a dry ground." And yet, Christ after the flesh sprang from that nation. 

2. That Christ grew up before the Father as a tender plant. The Lord Jesus, when an infant in His mother's arms, needed to be succored and protected against the wiles of the enemy. Satan stood ready to devour Him as soon as He was born. The decree of Caesar is sufficient proof that the enemy sought the life of the infant Christ. The massacre of the infants is described by God, as Rachel weeping for her children, and could not be comforted, because they were not. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the helpless Babe, was to God a "tender plant." Joseph was warned in a dream by an angel, saying, "Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word." 

3. That Christ had no form nor comeliness, and no beauty. There are some who place this Scripture exclusively at the Cross saying that it was in the hour of His death, that He was without form and comeliness. This is partly upheld by Isaiah 52:14 , which reads, "As many were astonied at Thee; His visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men." 

We are sure that Christ in His dying agony upon the Cross lost all beauty and comeliness of form. We are not sure, however, that He was beautiful and comely as a child, or a youth, or a man. In Jesus Christ there seemed to be nothing in which the world, humanly, boasts. Men boast the great city in which they were born, Jesus was born in Bethlehem and brought up in Nazareth. The world boasts in learning and letters, of Christ it was asked, "How knoweth this Man letters having never learned?" Men dote upon being born in homes of the great and the noble, Christ was born into the home of a carpenter. Men delight in affluence and wealth, of Christ we read, He "had not where to lay His head." Men are considered great who make great political strides, and become leaders in the affairs of state, Jesus Christ never touched that realm whatsoever: He was not great as a philanthropist, as a statesman, as a poet, as a writer, as a musician, as a warrior, nor as anything else in common with the usually estimated greatness of men. For this cause we read, "When we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him." 

II. THE MANHOOD OF CHRIST (Isaiah 53:3 ) 
The Holy Spirit, in the Prophet, leads us from the rejection that greeted Christ as the Babe when there was no room in the inn, to the sorrows that surrounded Him in life. If the truth were known, we believe that Christ was more or less despised and rejected in the days of His boyhood and youth. There is a verse in the Psalms that seems to suggest this. The verse reads: "I am become a stranger unto My brethren, and an alien unto My mother's children" (Psalms 69:8 ). No wonder that shame covered His face, as He bore these reproaches. 

As Christ entered His ministry He seemed to become suddenly popular, owing to the miracles that He wrought, and the benefits that He brought to the common people. His popularity was not for long however; soon the high priest and his colleagues became filled with envy. They began to sow seeds of hatred among the people. The people began to hide their faces from Christ. The very ones who had eaten of His loaves and fishes; the very ones who had been recipients of the blessings of His miracles, began to join the rabble against Him, "He was despised, and [they] esteemed Him not." 

Surely the way of Christ, from the cradle to the tomb, was paved with ungrateful rejection, until, in death, He was covered with shame and spitting. 

III. CHRIST BEARING THE GRIEFS AND SORROWS OF OTHERS (Isaiah 53:4 ) 
There are those who carry this verse into the agonies of the Calvary experience, and urge that on the Cross Christ bore our sicknesses and our pains, and therefore we should never be sick. We do not deny that Christ's Calvary work included redemption from the whole sweep and sway of sin. The whole entail of Satan's work is destined to be undone by the virtue of the Cross. We do know that we see not yet all of the blessings of Calvary realized, even where faith brings salvation to the heart and life. It is not until the New Jerusalem comes down from God out of Heaven that we read, "There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away." 

Thus, in this life, we are subjects of those things which pass away only when the full fruition of Christ's Calvary work is brought in. However, we may rejoice in this at least, that if sickness or pain face us now, we have the promise of healing in answer to the "prayer of faith." 

IV. CHRIST'S CALVARY WORK (Isaiah 53:5 ) 
How wonderful it all is: "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed." Matthew did not include this portion in his statement of Christ's casting out of demons and healing during His earth life. The words, to us, lead on to Christ's Calvary work. We see Him now as God's substitutionary sacrifice, dying upon the Cross, the Just for the unjust. God is laying upon Him our sins; God is giving to our substitute the stripes that are due to us. 

What matchless grace! What wondrous love! Christ bearing our sins; receiving our stripes; and we going free, healed! When Christ said that He came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance, He used the same simile, saying, "They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick." 

In Jeremiah 8:20 we read: "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved." Then in Jeremiah 8:22 , we read: "Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of My people recovered?" Here again is healing used as a simile. 

Thus we take it, that this is the healing from sin. Christ died, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. 

V. SUBSTITUTION SUGGESTED BY THE SIMILE OF THE "SHEEP" (Isaiah 53:6-7 ) 
1. Observe in Isaiah 53:6 , the picture of the sinner under the simile of a sheep: " All we like sheep have gone astray." The sheep is the most careless of creatures in wandering away. It passes from green turf to turf, heedless of the way it is going. When lost it is seemingly senseless of its whereabouts, and moves hither and thither without any knowledge of its direction or destiny. 

Not only that a sheep likewise takes its own way. It is willful in its wanderings. Never did animal need a shepherd and leader more than a sheep needs one. 

2. Observe now, in Isaiah 53:7 , that Christ "is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth." The sinner is likened to a sheep in its wanderings; the Saviour is likened unto a lamb in His being brought to the slaughter, and to a sheep in His being shorn of His glory and power as He was stripped for death. 

Christ was oppressed and afflicted; He was led before Caiaphas and Annas; He was carried before Pilate and Herod. He was struck, spitten upon, and rebuffed. He was delivered to the smiters; He was goaded along the way by the weight of His Cross; He was nailed to the Cross with dull blows; He was numbered with the transgressors and malefactors as He died. Yet like a lamb and like a sheep He suffered on in meek submission to the madness of His despisers. 

VI. CHRIST'S DEATH AND BURIAL (Isaiah 53:8-9 ) 
As Christ died, He commended His spirit to the Father. He had fathomed the depths of sin's woe, and paid, to its last farthing, sin's penalty. Then, the Father seemed to say, "Hands off." He took His Son away from man's prison and judgment by which man had taken Him away and cut Him off from the living. 

In the hour of Christ's seeming defeat God cries out, "For the transgression of My people was He stricken." God is defending the reason for the Calvary anguish of His Son, and establishing the fact that His death was substitutionary and not forced by the madness of man. 

Man seemed intent upon leaving Christ's body to rot on the hill of Golgotha, as the bodies of malefactors were left. But once more God seemed to say, "'Hands off," and with the rich was His entombment: for Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus took down the body of the Lord and laid it in Joseph's tomb. In the midst of His death how blessed to hear God say, "Because He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth." Our Christ once more is God's Lamb, and this time He is a Lamb without blemish, without spot. The holy One of God; the sinless Son. 

VII. THE OBJECTIVE OF CHRIST'S DELIVERANCE TO DEATH (Isaiah 53:10 ) 
God bruised the Lord Jesus. God put Him to grief. God made His soul an offering for sin. Let us read it this way: God was pleased to bruise Him and put Him to grief, because in so doing God made His soul an offering for sin. 

Away forever with the thought that Christ died as a helpless victim to man's over-powering wrath, and super-abounding strength. Away with the thought that Christ died under pressure of persecution, and under the sway of Satan's tyranny. Jesus Christ could have baffled His enemies at any moment of His march along the via dolorosa. He could have spoken one word and have slain every foe. The same Jesus, who went like a lamb to the slaughter, will, when He comes again, destroy the antichrist with the brightness of His coming and with the breath of His lips. 

Jesus died because He was God's offering for sin. He died that God through His death might be just, and yet the justifier of those who believe. He died that God might put "righteousness" into our salvation, and be Himself "righteous" in doing so. 

VIII. CHRIST'S RESURRECTION AND REWARD (Isaiah 53:10 , l.c., and 11, 12) 
The Prophet proclaimed that Christ would see His seed, and prolong His days. The Prophet, seeing Christ taken away, had cried, "And who shall declare His generation?" Now the Lord answers his cry "He shall see His seed." 

It was in dying that the childless Christ travailed in pain and brought to birth countless children through His grace. It was in being cut off from the land of the living, that Christ brought salvation and life for evermore in the land where there shall be no cutting off, no death. 

Isaiah 53:11 describes the suffering Saviour as He becomes the singing and satisfied Saviour. "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied." Sometimes we grieve that so few are saved. Sometimes we mourn because so few are willing to accept the Giver of life and light. However, the Lord will be satisfied. When He comes down the skies He will come with a shout. In the eternal ages, countless millions of saints, with the ranking of sons, will rejoice Him as they praise the Lamb who died. 

Isaiah 53:12 is most marvelous. It proclaims that Christ will share His joy and the victories of His Calvary work with His saints. "He shall divide the spoil with the strong; because He hath poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors." 

This gives an enlarged view of His sufferings. He died, and in dying, He spoiled principalities and powers. He died, and in dying and bearing the sins of many, He brought to life the many. He lives and lives a victor, a conqueror over death and hell, with the keys of both in His hands. He lives a victor and as a victor He divides the spoils of victory with His own. Every obtainment of the Cross which is His, is ours. He leads us in the train of His triumph. He makes us, in Him, more than conquerors. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
This message would not be complete without we made an appeal to the sinner to trust the finished work of Christ. We do this in our illustration. 

The Bible speaks of the "wrath of God," as well as the "love of God" (Matthew 3:7 ). The Lord Jesus used the expression (John 3:36 ). We cannot tell all that it means, but Christ assures us that all unbelievers shall experience it. Let me urge my readers, if you are not delivered from the wrath to come, to flee from it at once, by faith in the Saviour's Atonement. There is only one place of safety, and that is in Christ. As when the prairie is on fire, the traveler's safety is to fire the grass in front of him and then stand where the fire has been, so that when the fire comes up it has nothing upon which to feed, and the traveler is safe because he stands where the fire has done its work; so the soul that rests on Christ's finished work, and hides in Him, stands where the fire of God's judgment against sin has fed, and is saved and knows that "there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." 

54 Chapter 54 

55 Chapter 55 

Verses 1-13
The Great Invitation 
Isaiah 55:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Isaiah 55:1-13 is a marvelous appendix to the fifty-second and fifty-third chapters. In discussing the fifty-third chapter we saw the marvelous story of redemption. The fifty-fourth chapter follows with God's appeal to Israel to sing because of the promise of her marvelous enlargement. God tells her she will break forth on the right hand, and on the left hand, that her seed will inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate city to be inhabited. The assurance is given to Israel that God, who is her Maker, is her Husband; He is also her Redeemer. In His wrath He hid His face from her, but in loving-kindness He will yet have mercy. 

Isaiah 55:1-13 is the call of the Prophet for Israel to return to her Lord. She is asked why she is turned aside to strangers, and why she is spending her money for that which is not bread, and her labor for that which satisfieth not. God has promised to do wonderful things for His people, Israel, and yet there are some things which they must do. They must seek the Lord. They must forsake their ways and thoughts, and return to God. Then the promise is given that they shall go forth with joy. At that time the thorns shall be supplanted by fir trees, and instead of the briars there shall come up the myrtle trees. 

In a previous study we failed to give any dispensational teaching. For our part we are satisfied that the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah definitely sets forth the very prayer and heart throbs of Israel toward the Lord Jesus Christ in the day of our Lord's coming to the Mount of Olives. It is then that the expression in the fifty-second chapter, "Thy God reigneth" will also be realized. It is then that He will make bare His holy arm in the eyes of all nations, and all will see the salvation of Israel's God. It is then that Israel, in the language of Isaiah 53:1-12 , will, in the anguish of her soul, cry for mercy. 

When Christ was despised and rejected of men Israel hid, as it were, their faces from Him, and esteemed Him not. In the hour of Christ's Return she will cry, "Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem Him smitten, stricken of God, and afflicted." The prophecy of these wonderful verses in chapter fifty-three will be fulfilled. 

Chapter fifty-five presents God's call to Israel to return. The fifty-fifth chapter was written of the day of Israel's return, yet it has a very potent message to each lost sinner, and to each saved sinner of every age. 

One of the marvels of the Bible is the fact that it gives a twofold message at one and the same time. First, a message distinctive to a certain class and race; and yet a message definitely delivered for all. This is set forth by the Spirit through Timothy where we read, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." The Word of God may have a dispensational meaning, and yet at the same time a general message. In other words, the same thing written to Israel, conveys a marvelous instruction to the Church. God's dealings with the Gentiles are along the same lines as His dealings with the Jews, for there is no difference, for "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God," and all must be saved by the same Lord, and the same sacrifice. 

I. THE UNIVERSALITY OF GOD'S CALL (Isaiah 55:1 ) 
1. God's great WHOSOEVER. "Ho, every one that thirsteth." This "every one" makes us think of John 3:16 : "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." We read of one dear man who thought it would be so wonderful to have his name in the Bible, so he had a printer put his name in this verse instead of "whosoever." When it was done, he became alarmed, "Because," said he, "there may be a hundred men who bear my name, and I might not be the one to whom God referred." Thus he decided to leave the words as God wrote them. 

2. God's great "if any man." In John 10:9 we read, "By Me if any man [shall] enter in." Whosoever includes everybody. It means me, or you, or anyone else. However, in the expression "any man" there is a significance that had an appeal to some who have imagined that they were too deep in sin. They may have felt themselves not included even in whosoever, which takes on, perhaps, too general a meaning. God, therefore, narrowed it down and out of the multiplied millions of men invited, He addressed each individual personally and said, "If any man." 

3. God's great "not willing that any should perish." These words are found in 2 Peter 3:9 . Here is something that shows more than God's willingness to save; it shows God's unwillingness that men should be lost. God might have put a "whosoever may come" knowing that whosoever could not come, therefore God, not willing that any man should perish, provided a way for every man and any man by which he might approach God and be saved. That way was the Cross. God's "every one," "whosoever," and "any man," in order to be saved, must come to the Waters. He must drink if he would have his thirst assuaged; he must eat if he will have his hunger relieved. The last chapter of the Bible says, "Whosoever will, let him take the Water of Life freely." Do not forget this: while God is willing, the sinner must also be willing. 

II. A STARTLING QUESTION (Isaiah 50:2 ) 
As God looks at the sinner He asks him, "Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not?" We have often wondered to ourselves why a sinner would live for the things that die, that fade, and pass away. Why should he build his house upon the sand? Let us suggest three other great questions: 

1. Where art thou? God asked this of Adam, as He came, walking in the garden of Eden. It is the first great question of the Old Testament Let each unsaved young man or young woman of our day hear God asking this same question. Let each consider what his response will be. Are they hiding, or running away from His call? God is still saying, "Where art thou?" 

2. What hast thou done? This is the second great question of Genesis 3:1-24 . It was asked in the garden, as God laid before the woman the wide scope, and result of her disobedience. Every sinner should face this same query. When we live in sin, let us stop to consider the wreckage which our life is causing, not to others alone, but to ourselves as well. The earth is filled with heartaches and groanings, sorrows and sighings all the result of sin. 

3. The third question is the first question of the New Testament. God says, in Genesis: "Where art thou?" and, "What hast thou done?" The sinner as he struggles under the answer which must be given to God, cries out, "Where is He that is born King of the Jews?" He is now seeking a Saviour, a refuge, a shelter from his sins. After all, the greatest question that every sinner must face, is, "What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?" 

III. A STRIKING ADMONITION (Isaiah 55:3-4 ) 
There are three things which God says to us. 

1. Incline your ear. There are some people who are like the people stoning Stephen. They have their fingers in their ears. They refuse to listen to God's queries, or to pay attention to His warnings. They shut Him out of their lives. Every one will grant that God is calling, calling, calling, but man is refusing to hear. Christ said, "Having ears, ye hear not." Let us then "incline" our ears. 

2. Come unto Me. This is the second admonition. The verse continues: "Come unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live." You can almost see the Master as He stood among the weary and worn people and said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." You can almost see Him on the great day, that last day of the feast, as He cried, saying, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me." Our Lord still calls. He is a Refuge from the storm, a Shadow of a great rock in a weary land; He is the "Rock that is higher than I." He is the Ark of our redemption, and He is saying, "Come unto Me." 

3. Seek ye the Lord. This is the third appeal. First, it was "Incline," then "Come," and now it is "Seek." We remember the promise, Then shall ye "find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart." We remember, also, how Jesus said, "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." We have a seeking Saviour, for we read, "The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." If there is also a seeking sinner, we are sure that it will not take long for the two to come together. 

IV. CONDITIONS OF BLESSING (Isaiah 55:7 ) 
The Lord is leading us, step by step. First of all He gave His great call to every one that thirsted. Secondly, He gave His startling query, "Wherefore?" This was to arouse the people to a sense of their need, and to the fact of their wasted lives. Thirdly, He gave His admonition calling upon them to incline their ears, to come unto Him, and to seek Him. Now, in Isaiah 55:7 , He is giving the conditions under which they may find Him, and be blessed. These conditions are threefold. 

1. "Let the wicked forsake his way." In Isaiah 53:1-12 , two chapters before this study, we find a verse which reads, "We have turned every one to his own way." This expression carries with it the very essence of sin. Sin is the transgression of the Law. Transgression is taking our way, and our will, against the way and will of our Lord. Salvation is bringing us back into His will and way. In order to walk with Him, we must forsake our own path. Sin is rebellion against the Almighty, a star disorbed out of its circuit, unhelmed, wandering in its mad way. To such a sinner is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. It is for this cause the Lord says, "Let the wicked forsake his way." 
2. Let the unrighteous forsake his thoughts. Our thoughts are not His thoughts any more than our ways are His ways. There is a span between the two that is as far as the heavens are separated from the earth. The thoughts of the sinful heart is only evil continually. Not only that, but sinful thoughts are self-centered, and not God-centered. It is necessary, therefore, for the unrighteous to forsake his thoughts. 

3. Let them return unto the Lord. The suggestion here is that Israel once knew the Lord. However, the sinner may return unto the Lord. Even if he has never known Him personally, his progenitors knew Him. And even the ungodly of today have known much about the Lord. Yet he has been wandering from God every day, farther and farther away. Now he must turn about, retrace his steps, and follow the Master. 

V. WHAT GOD WILL DO (Isaiah 55:7 ) 
Linked with the conditions of blessing are given the promises of blessing. Three things are stated. 

1. God will have mercy. When Moses wanted to see God, God said, "I will cause my [mercy] to pass before you." Mercy is as much the character of God, as is His love or His justice. Mercy is God's spirit of forgiveness toward an enemy. The ark of the covenant, which Moses, under God's directions built, was covered with a mercy seat. It was over this mercy seat that the cherubims were placed, looking downward. It was there the blood was sprinkled. The mercy of God is not contrary to His justice. God could not be merciful to a criminal so long as his sins were upon him. God's mercy is made possible through the Blood of the Cross. 

In First John we read that Christ is the propitiation for our sins. Propitiation bears the thought of the mercy seat, and might well read, "He is the mercy seat for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world." The mercy seat where the blood of atonement was sprinkled, was the basis of God's mercy upon those who return unto Him. 

2. God will abundantly pardon. He not only forgives the sinner, but He forgives abundantly, in large measure. Pardon is based upon mercy, and mercy is based upon the Blood of the Cross. God does not pardon because He is sorry for the sinner, but because in His mercy, Jesus Christ was made an offering for sin. We are not forcing a New Testament message into an Old Testament statement. The promise of Isaiah 55:1-13 , that God will abundantly pardon, is based upon the fact of Christ bearing our sins as our Substitute, as expressed in Isaiah 53:1-12 . 

3. God will give life. We go back to Isaiah 55:3 to read, "And your soul shall live." In Ezekiel we read of Israel, polluted in her sins, and cast out to the loathing of her person. Then God said, "Live, live!" How wonderful is the story of a new life, of redemption, and regeneration. We are not only saved, but pardoned, and the life of God is richly given to us. 

VI. THE CERTAINTY OF GOD'S PROMISES (Isaiah 55:10-11 ) 
1. The fruitfulness of His Word. The Word which cometh forth from the mouth of the Lord is likened here unto the rain and the snow from heaven, watering the earth, and making it to bring forth and bud. This very thing is stated again and again in the Bible. The Word of God is described as a life-giving Word. 

The Epistle of Peter says, "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." In Titus we read, "According to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost." This washing of regeneration is the washing of the Word. Praise God that the seed which is sown is the Word of God, and the new life which is begotten in the believer is begotten through the Divine quickening of that seed. 

2. The refreshingness of His Word. The rain and the snow, which water the earth, turns a dry, barren waste into a budding, fruitful field. So is the Word which cometh forth from His mouth. The first Psalm speaks of the blessed man whose delight is in the Law of the Lord. It also describes that blessed man under the figure of a tree which bringeth forth his fruit in his season, whose leaf shall not wither. This is realized because the blessed Man is planted by the rivers of water the Law of the Lord, in which the blessed man delights. 

Joshua was admonished to meditate day and night in the Word of the Lord, and he was promised prosperity and success. Who has ever failed to observe in nature the new life, after a wonderful rain has soaked the earth? 

3. The effectiveness of His Word. Isaiah 55:11 tells us this Word will not return void. It is a Word which brings things to pass, and prospers in the thing whereto it is sent. If we who are ministers, and personal workers would realize more of the power of His Word we would preach His Word instead of our own ideas. In fact, we are admonished to preach the Word. 

VII. THE CLIMACTIC RESULTS (Isaiah 55:12-13 ) 
Some one has said that the middle verses of this remarkable chapter are a wicket gate through which the sinner may pass from the thirst, the hunger, and the waste of the first two verses, into the joy, peace, and singing of the last two verses. To us this is very suggestive. The chapter opens with, "Ho, every one that thirsteth!" with the call, "Come and eat," and with the query, "Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not?" 

These verses plainly depict an unsatisfied heart and a life weary and worn. The last two verses are filled with exaltation. There is a going out with joy. The very mountains and hills are breaking forth into singing, the trees are clapping their hands. The fir trees and the myrtle trees are in full sway. This is a graphic picture, and how did it all happen? The sinner passed through the wicket gate of Isaiah 55:7 and Isaiah 55:8 . Let us pause to consider these climactic results: 

1. Ye shall go out with joy. 

2. Ye shall be led forth with peace. 

3. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree. 

We have grouped these marvelous statements together because of our lack of room, to enlarge upon them. We know by experience that this threefold statement is true. We came to the Lord through the wicket gate. We left our sorrows and sighings behind us; and went forth with joy, and with sweet peace flooding our souls. The sense of our sin was gone. We knew it was laid upon Christ. We experienced the peace of God which passeth understanding. We now have fruitfulness, where once there were thorns and thistles, when the harvest of our evil ways was upon us. We now grow myrtle trees and fir trees, and our lives are fruitful unto every good work and word. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"THE GREAT INVITATION" 

"Good News of Salvation. Frank Anderson was a 'bell hop' in a Toledo, Ohio, hotel. One day while the boy was in his room two Indianapolis attorneys knocked at his door. Without trying to find out who his visitors were he ordered them to 'git away from that door.' However, they did not 'git' until they had informed the lad that a deceased aunt of his had left him $25,000 in her will. 

"Christ is seeking entrance into every life, not only to impart the 'good news' of salvation, but to take up His abiding place in the heart. 

"Isn't it strange that men will not welcome Him in?" 
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