《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Isaiah》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

We know comparatively little of the personal life of Isaiah. He was the son of Amoz (Isaiah 1:1) and from his influence at court it has been inferred that he was of royal blood, a rabbinic tradition making him nephew to king Amaziah. He was married and had at least two sons to whom were given symbolic names, embodying the substance of his teaching (Isaiah 7:8, Isaiah 8:3, Isaiah 8:18). Isaiah lived in Jerusalem, and there, in close connexion with the king and court and in the centre of the national life, he exercised his ministry. He received his call to be a prophet in the last year of Uzziah (740 b.c.), and his latest prophecies which can be dated with certainty are connected with Sennacherib's invasion of Judah (701 b.c.), so that his ministry extended over a period of at least 40 years. How long Isaiah survived the crisis of Sennacherib's invasion we know not, but according to a Jewish tradition, alluded to by Justin Martyr about 150 a.d. ('Dial. Trypho,' cap. cxx), he suffered martyrdom by being sawn asunder during the persecution of the true servants of Jehovah under king Manasseh. It is thought that the traditional manner of Isaiah's death may also be alluded to in Hebrews 11:37.

The Historical setting of Isaiah's Prophecies
Reign of Uzziah. In the last year of this king Isaiah received his call (740 b.c.), Isaiah 6.

Reign of Jotham (740-736). It would seem that Isaiah's ministry was not immediately exercised, for no utterances have come down to us which can with certainty be assigned to this reign.

Reign of Ahaz (736-728). About 736 the prophet becomes a more prominent figure. Isaiah 2-5 form a summary of his teaching at this period, and throw much light upon the internal condition of Judah during the reign of Jotham, and at the time of Ahaz's accession, while they exhibit Isaiah as an ardent religious and social reformer. The period of the prophet's youth had been an age of prosperity and material progress for Judah under Uzziah and Jotham. The relations of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah were on the whole harmonious, and both were free from aggression from without. Uzziah conducted successful campaigns against the tribes bordering on Palestine, reducing the Edomites and Ammonites to vassalage. He greatly strengthened the fortifications of Jerusalem and reorganised the army. He also did much to develop the resources of the country and to encourage commerce, the port of Elath (on the Red Sea) being rebuilt in his reign. Under Jotham a like policy was pursued, and the country enjoyed prosperity and peace. But though outwardly prosperous Judah was, at the time of Ahaz's accession, inwardly corrupt. The development of national wealth brought with it social evils; the accumulation of large estates in the hands of a few holders (Isaiah 5:8), oppression of the poor (Isaiah 3:14, Isaiah 3:16), perversion of justice (Isaiah 5:7, Isaiah 5:23), luxury and wrongful indulgence (Isaiah 2:7; Isaiah 3:16; Isaiah 5:11-12, Isaiah 5:22). In religion there was a corresponding decay; the land was full of idols (Isaiah 2:8, Isaiah 2:20), and the people, having lost their faith, were given to superstitions, magic and necromancy (Isaiah 2:6; Isaiah 3:8), or had become callous, indifferent and sceptical (Isaiah 5:19). Isaiah's teaching in view of this condition of affairs is outlined in the vision wherein he received his call. Jehovah is the all-Holy (Isaiah 6:3), and as the Holy One of Israel (a characteristic title in this book) cannot let these things go unpunished, but is bound to vindicate His holiness (Isaiah 6:11; Isaiah 2:9); this He will do by a searching judgment (Isaiah 6:11-12; Isaiah 2:10-22; Isaiah 3:24 to Isaiah 4:1; Isaiah 5:26-30), which will not, however, destroy the nation, but a faithful remnant shall be left (Isaiah 6:13; Isaiah 4:2-6) through which Israel will attain its glorious destiny.

The Syro-Ephraimite invasion. It is in connexion with this crisis in the history of Judah that Isaiah first comes forward as a statesman. Tiglath-pileser, the Assyrian monarch, had inaugurated a new epoch for that Empire by forming a great scheme of conquest which should unite all W. Asia under his sway. The smaller states naturally took alarm and sought by combination to keep off the common enemy. Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel, thus made an alliance, and further endeavoured to compel Judah to throw in its lot with them. Towards the end of Jotham's reign they first assailed Judah (2 Kings 15:37), and before Ahaz had long been on the throne they made a determined attack with the object of overthrowing the Davidic dynasty, and setting on the throne of Ahaz a nominee of their own, probably a Syrian, who would follow their line of policy (Isaiah 7:6). The invasion caused a panic in Judah, and Ahaz suffered serious losses. The passages bearing on the crisis are Isaiah 7:1 to Isaiah 9:4; Isaiah 9:8 to Isaiah 10:4; Isaiah 17:1-11 (the last two being more especially concerned with the kingdom of Israel): cp. 2 Kings 16:5-9; 2 Chronicles 28:5. Ahaz formed the project of calling in the aid of Tiglathpileser (2 Kings 16:7; 2 Chronicles 28:16), a course which Isaiah strongly opposed, foreseeing that it would bring calamity upon Judah (Isaiah 7:17-20); he urged that Judah had really nothing to fear from Rezin and Pekah, whose power was doomed to speedy overthrow (Isaiah 7:4; Isaiah 8:4; Isaiah 17:1, Isaiah 17:3), and urged reliance in faith upon Jehovah (Isaiah 7:9) as the only Way to secure the safety and prosperity of the kingdom. Ahaz, however, persisted in his policy of buying the support of Assyria, with the result that Judah became a dependency of that Empire, and was further committed to religious apostasy (2 Kings 16:7-8, 2 Kings 16:10-18). While the seeds of future trouble and disaster were thus sown, as Isaiah foresaw, Judah was saved from the danger of the moment, for the Assyrians overran Syria, captured Damascus (732 b.c.), slew Rezin, and deported the people (2 Kings 16:9); the kingdom of Israel was also at the same time reduced to a dependent condition and the people of its N. tribes taken captive to Assyria (2 Kings 15:29).

Reign of Hezekiah (727-699). This reign forms the third period of Isaiah's prophetic activity. Hezekiah was guided by the true prophets of Jehovah, and with the support of Isaiah and Micah (Jeremiah 26:18-19) carried out a great reformation in religion, so that Isaiah's ministry was exercised under more favourable conditions than before. About the time of Hezekiah's accession, Tiglath-pileser was succeeded on the throne of Assyria by Shalmaneser IV. Egypt at this time was ruled by Shebek (Sabaco, or So) of the Æthiopian dynasty. Efforts were apparently made in the early years of Hezekiah's reign to unite the smaller states with Egypt in order to oppose the Assyrian advance westward. Hoshea, king of Israel, actually allied himself with So (2 Kings 17:4), and a strong party in Judah favoured a like course. This line of policy Isaiah consistently opposed. Earlier he had endeavoured to dissuade Ahaz from committing himself to Assyria and from entangling Judah politically, urging him to 'take heed and be quiet' (Isaiah 7:4). Now that Judah had become tributary to Assyria, he discouraged the project of attempting, in combination with neighbouring states and relying on Egyptian aid, to throw off allegiance, for he saw that prosperity for the future lay in accepting the situation, and that restless plotting against Assyria would involve disaster; 'in returning and rest shall ye be saved, in quietness and confidence shall be your strength' was the burden of his advice (Isaiah 30:15). Most especially were his utterances directed against the politicians who looked upon Egypt for support against Assyria, exposing their scepticism, mistrust in Jehovah, and misplaced confidence in material power which could not avail them in the time of need (Isaiah 28-31). Shalmaneser led an army to Palestine to subdue the disaffected states; and, after a siege of three years, Samaria was captured (722 b.c.) by his successor Sargon, the Israelites were taken into exile, and the northern kingdom came to an end. Sargon then advanced against the Egyptians whom he completely overthrew in battle at Raphia (720 b.c.), thus justifying Isaiah's warnings as to the futility of trusting in the power of Egypt. Sargon was again in Palestine in 711 b.c., quelling revolts of some of the smaller states. To this period belong Isaiah 19, 20 (and perhaps Isaiah 22:1-14), and at this time were probably delivered the utterances concerning the fate of some of the neighbouring nations and tribes in view of the Assyrian advance westward (15, 16, 18, Isaiah 21:11-17; Isaiah 23). Sargon was succeeded by Sennacherib in 705 b.c. Again attempts were made to stir up revolt against Assyria on a large scale with the support of the Æthiopian Tirhakah, now king of Egypt (704 b.c.); in the negotiations a leading part was taken by Merodach-Baladan, king of Babylon (Isaiah 39). Hezekiah at this time refused to be guided by Isaiah's counsel of submission to the suzerainty of Sennacherib and joined the rebellion. Sennacherib promptly set out to put down his vassals; Babylon was captured (Isaiah 21:1-10); Hezekiah was reduced to submission and made to pay a heavy fine (2 Kings 18:13-16), and the Assyrians advanced against Egypt. A little later, seeing the un-wisdom of leaving so strong a fortress as Jerusalem intact in his rear, Sennacherib sent an embassy to demand its surrender, contemptuously defying Jehovah's power to defend it. The history of the crisis is told in Isaiah 36, 37, and the prophecies bearing on this great invasion of Sennacherib (701 b.c.) are contained in chapters 10:5-12:6; Isaiah 14:24-27; Isaiah 17:12-14; Isaiah 33; Isaiah 37:6-7, Isaiah 37:21-35. The prophet taught that Jehovah is supreme over all, the Assyrian invader was but His instrument appointed to chastise His people for their sins; he could not therefore defy Jehovah with impunity; but when his work was finished would be punished for his arrogance; a sudden disaster should overtake the Assyrians, and Jehovah would preserve Jerusalem inviolate, a prophecy which received a remarkable fulfilment (Isaiah 37:36). This was the culminating point of Isaiah's ministry, and no prophecies of a later date which may be with certainty assigned to him have come down to us.

The Work of Isaiah as a Prophet
It was the work of a prophet, in the first place, as a preacher of righteousness, to speak in the Name of Jehovah, and it is in this capacity that Isaiah appears about the time of Ahaz's accession, rebuking the idolatry, superstition and oppression that were rife in the nation, announcing the approaching divine judgment for these things, yet holding out hope of a golden age in the future, for a faithful remnant would be preserved to be the nucleus of a new people, true to its divine calling. This doctrine of the remnant is specially characteristic of Isaiah'; for, while we meet with it in other prophets (Amos, Zephaniah, Habakkuk), it forms the keynote of his teaching and is an essential and persistent element in it. The idea takes shape in his call to be a prophet (Isaiah 6:13), it is embodied in the name of one of his sons (Isaiah 7:3), and is referred to again and again in his discourses (Isaiah 4:3; Isaiah 10:21; Isaiah 30:18.). But Isaiah's position and influence at court gave a wide scope to his genius, so that he comes before us as a statesman, and adviser of kings; both under Ahaz and under Hezekiah it was his work to endeavour to guide the counsels of the nation in accordance with the principles of true religion, and with the will of Jehovah as revealed to himself. Thus he attempted to dissuade Ahaz from buying Assyrian aid in the crisis of the Syro-Ephraimite invasion, and in Hezekiah's reign was the consistent opponent of the policy of alliance with Egypt. But it was also the characteristic function of a prophet to foretell the future, and in connexion with his work as a statesman Isaiah uttered some remarkable predictions which received speedy and striking fulfilment. During the panic caused by the invasion of Rezin and Pekah, Isaiah supported his exhortations to equanimity by foretelling the speedy ruin of the hostile kingdoms (Isaiah 7:16; Isaiah 8:4), and the event proved him right. Again during the Assyrian invasions in Hezekiah's reign Isaiah consistently taught the inviolability of Jerusalem and repeatedly predicted sudden and unlooked-for disaster to the Assyrians in the moment of their apparent triumph (Isaiah 10:16, Isaiah 10:33; Isaiah 14:25; Isaiah 17:12-14; Isaiah 37:6-7, Isaiah 37:21-35),; prophecies which received a remarkable fulfilment in the mysterious mortality in Sennacherib's army which obliged that monarch to abandon his designs against Jerusalem. These forecasts must have been quite beyond the range of a politician's calculation, and can only be adequately accounted for by the possession of prophetic insight. The future of Judah is, in Isaiah's view, bound up with the fortunes of the royal house, whose continuance he affirms (Isaiah 9:7), though he anticipates for it dark days and apparent overthrow (Isaiah 10:11) in the near future. The deliverer of God's people from its foes, and from the Assyrian in particular, is to be a king of David's line whose reign is to introduce a golden age for the whole world, being marked by righteousness and universal peace. While earlier prophets (Amos and Hosea) had merely foretold the permanence of David's line, Isaiah goes further, fixing his attention on an individual Messianic King, whose character and work he outlines (Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 11:1-9). He is the agent of Jehovah, but He is more than this, for Isaiah calls Him by the Divine Name (Isaiah 9:6) and pictures the spirit of Jehovah as resting upon Him in all its fulness (Isaiah 11:2-3). Thus, according to Isaiah, Jehovah was to be fully present in the person of the Messianic King, who was to be His perfect manifestation as Ruler of His people. It is true that Isaiah connects the appearance of this glorious monarch with the defeat of the Assyrians, the last enemy of Judah on his horizon, his view of future times being foreshortened, and it may be doubted how far he understood the true import of the words that he spoke concerning the person and work of the King, seized as he was by overmastering inspiration and carried quite beyond himself; but Christians can read his utterances in a larger, fuller light, and see how wonderfully they were fulfilled in the Person and work of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Chronological Table
	b.c.
	

	745
	Tiglath-pileser. king of Assyria

	740
	Call of Isaiah

	735
	Ahaz, king of Judah

	734
	Pekah, king of Israel, defeated and slain by the Assyrians

	732
	Rezin, king of Syria, slain, and Damascus taken by the Assyrians

	727
	Shalmaneser, king of Assyria

	726
	Hezekiah, king of Judah

	722
	Sargon, king of Assyria. Fall of Samaria and end of kingdom of Israel

	711
	Siege of Ashdod by the Assyrians

	710
	Defeat of Merodach-Baladan and capture of Babylon by Sargon

	705
	Sennacherib, king of Assyria

	701
	Great invasion of Judah by Sennacherib

	607
	Nineveh taken by the Babylonians. Rise of the Babylonian Empire under Nebuchadnezzar

	586
	Jerusalem taken by Nebuchadnezzar. End of kingdom of Judah

	549
	Beginning of Cyrus' victorious career

	538
	Capture of Babylon by Cyrus, followed by decree for the return of the Jewishexiles


Non-Isaianic Sections
A careful study of the internal evidence (the contents, allusions, implied historical setting and literary style) has led the majority of modern scholars to the conclusion that some portions of this book as we now have it are not the work of Isaiah the son of Amoz, but were added to his prophecies at a later period, much in the same way as psalms by later writers were added to the original collection ascribed to David, and as prophecies of various dates by unknown authors were appended to the written works of Zechariah. The most considerable sections which have thus been separated by critical study from the works of Isaiah are:—

(1) Isaiah 40-66, now assigned by quite a general consensus of opinion to an author (or possibly authors) who lived towards the close of the Babylonian exile.

(2) Isaiah 13 - Isaiah 14:23 (see notes).

(3) Isaiah 24-27 (see notes).

(4) Isaiah 34, 35 (see notes).

(5) Isaiah 36-39, parallel, and in the main identical, with 2 Kings 18:13 to 2 Kings 20:19. An historical appendix added because of its bearing on Isaiah's prophetic activity in the reign of Hezekiah.

The reasons for separating Isaiah 40-66 from the acknowledged prophecies of Isaiah are:—(a) The standpoint of the writer is that of the Babylonian exile, more than a century after Isaiah's death: he is living amongst, and speaking to, the Jews in exile. See e.g. Isaiah 42:22; Isaiah 43:28; Isaiah 47:6; Isaiah 52:5. Jerusalem is no longer inviolate as in 1-39, but has been for some time deserted and in ruins (Isaiah 44:26; Isaiah 58:12; Isaiah 61:4; Isaiah 63:18; Isaiah 64:10-11), and the return of the captives to their own land is anticipated in the immediate future (Isaiah 46:13; Isaiah 48:20). In Isaiah's time Assyria under Shalmaneser, Sargon, and Sennacherib was the dominant world power. But in 40-66 the Babylonian Empire, which under Nebuchadnezzar had succeeded to the power of Assyria, is tottering to its fall, and destined' to be overthrown by Cyrus who has embarked on his victorious career. Isaiah's name and personality, again, so prominent in 1-39, are never alluded to in 40-66. Now, however far an OT. prophet may project his vision into the future, the standpoint from which he does so is always that of his own time, and his words are for the warning or encouragement of those of his own age. But on the supposition that Isaiah is the author of these chapters not only does he project his vision into the future, but first projects himself to a standpoint in the future, and, though living while the kingdom of Judah was still in existence and Jerusalem outwardly flourishing, addresses himself to the encouragement of the Jews of a future age, when they should be in exile, and their city and Temple a heap of ruins. But this would be a case without parallel in OT. prophecy, and it is therefore much more likely that these chapters are the work of one who actually lived towards the close of the exile.

(b) The argument in Isaiah 41, 45 seems to depend on the fact that Cyrus, the Persian conqueror, has begun his victorious career. The action of Cyrus is appealed to as a proof that Jehovah has not forgotten His people and will perform His promises-. The passages concerning Cyrus are not prophecies of his coming (as is sometimes said), but rather triumphant appeals to the fact that he has come. His career is followed with anxious interest, and his successes are regarded as accumulating evidences of Jehovah's care for His people, and of the working out of His will in the course of human history. This points to a date shortly after the middle of the 6th century b.c.: for Cyrus, whom the Jews rightly anticipated as their deliverer, first appeared about 550 b.c., overthrew the Median empire in 549, and after other achievements captured Babylon in 538, and gave permission for the return of the captive Jews to their own country.

(c) When we look into Isaiah 40-66 we find that they differ considerably from the earlier part of the book both in language and style. This by itself is not a conclusive argument, because a man's style may alter a great deal at different periods in his life, being liable to modification from varying circumstances, age, or change of subject matter; nevertheless it materially strengthens the case when taken in connexion with the other arguments noticed. Some of the more striking differences of style observable are:—

(1) Some words or expressions characteristic of 1-39 are absent from 40-66, such as: the title 'the Lord Jehovah of hosts' (Isaiah 1:24; Isaiah 3:1; Isaiah 10:16, Isaiah 10:33; Isaiah 19:4). the word used for 'idols' (Isaiah 2:8, Isaiah 2:18, Isaiah 2:20; Isaiah 10:11; Isaiah 19:1, Isaiah 19:3; Isaiah 31:7); the use of the figure of Jehovah 'arising' or 'being exalted' (e.g. Isaiah 2:11, Isaiah 2:19; Isaiah 5:16; Isaiah 28:21; Isaiah 30:18); the expression 'glory' of a nation (e.g. Isaiah 5:13; Isaiah 8:7; Isaiah 10:16, Isaiah 10:8); the figure of Jehovah's 'hand stretched out' in judgment (e.g. Isaiah 5:25; Isaiah 9:12, Isaiah 9:17, Isaiah 9:21; Isaiah 10:4; Isaiah 14:26-27; Isaiah 23:11; Isaiah 31:3); a peculiar word for the 'blinding' of the eyes, variously rendered in AV 'shut' (Isaiah 6:10),' closed' (Isaiah 29:10), 'dim' (Isaiah 32:3); a striking word 'stir up' (Isaiah 9:11), 'set up,' 'set' (Isaiah 19:2); the expression, 'head and tail, palm branch and rush,' figuratively used (Isaiah 9:14; Isaiah 19:15); the term 'fruitful field' (Isaiah 10:18; Isaiah 29:17 and other places); the very characteristic word 'remnant' (in the name Shear-jashub, Isaiah 7:3; Isaiah 10:20-21; Isaiah 11:11 and elsewhere); an unusual word for 'many' (Isaiah 16:14; Isaiah 17:12; Isaiah 28:2).

(2) On the other hand, noticeable words or expressions recur in 40-66, which are absent from undoubted prophecies of Isaiah, such as: 'all flesh' (Isaiah 40:5-6; Isaiah 49:26; Isaiah 66:16, Isaiah 66:23-24). the expression 'as nothing' (Isaiah 40:17; Isaiah 41:11-12); the exhortation to 'lift up the eyes' (Isaiah 40:26; Isaiah 49:18; Isaiah 51:6; Isaiah 60:4); the verb 'choose 'in connexion with Jehovah's choice of His people (Isaiah 41:8-9; Isaiah 43:10, Isaiah 43:20 and frequently); the verb 'praise' and cognate noun (Isaiah 42:8, Isaiah 42:10, Isaiah 42:12; Isaiah 43:21 and often); a rare expression for 'things to come' (Isaiah 41:23; Isaiah 44:7; Isaiah 45:11); the verb rendered 'spring up' or 'spring forth' (e.g. Isaiah 42:9; Isaiah 44:4; Isaiah 45:8); an uncommon word for 'bow down '(Isaiah 44:15, Isaiah 44:17, Isaiah 44:19; Isaiah 46:6) and unusual word meaning to 'break forth' into singing (Isaiah 44:23; Isaiah 49:13 and other places); the title 'Holy City' (Isaiah 48:2; Isaiah 52:1); references to the 'mirage '(Isaiah 49:18, also Isaiah 35:7; [non-Isaianic]); the phrase 'to clothe oneself,' or, 'be clothed with,' used figuratively (Isaiah 49:18; Isaiah 50:3 and elsewhere); frequent reference to the 'sons of Zion' (Isaiah 49:17, Isaiah 49:22, Isaiah 49:25; Isaiah 51:20 and often); utterances of Jehovah beginning with the words 'I am' (Isaiah 45:5-6, Isaiah 45:18 and very frequently).

Some of the most striking differences in phraseology have been noted by way of example, but much longer lists might be given. It is true that those who argue for unity of authorship are able to point to certain resemblances, such as the use of the characteristic title 'Holy One of Israel' and the recurrence of Tohu (chaos,' Genesis 1:2); but the undoubted affinities between the two parts of the book may be explained, it is thought, by the influence of the prophecies of Isaiah upon the author of 40-66.

(d) As there is considerable divergence in phraseology between the two main divisions of the book, so the underlying ideas and doctrines are in some respects widely different, e.g.:

(1) The conception of the faithful remnant so characteristic of Isaiah 1-39, though it may be implied in a few places (Isaiah 59:20; Isaiah 65:8-9), has no important position in 40-66, and Isaiah's word 'remnant' (Shear) does not occur.

(2) The conception of Jehovah in Isaiah 40-66 shows an advance on that of the acknowledged prophecies of Isaiah. It is broader and fuller, bringing into prominence, not the transcendent greatness and holiness of God, but His infinite wisdom, knowledge, and power, as seen in the creation, sustaining, and government of the world.

(3) Isaiah 40-66 are marked by the introduction of subjects that are new. The most remarkable of these is the wonderful conception of 'the servant of Jehovah.'

(4) Again, subjects that are not new in themselves receive in Isaiah 40-66 quite different treatment. Jerusalem in 1-39 is the capital and sanctuary, threatened yet secure in Jehovah's protection. In 40-66 the city is already ruined (Isaiah 61:4), but destined to be gloriously restored, and the delineation of the glories of the new Jerusalem, with intimation of the part that the nations of the world shall take in its restoration, forms a remarkable feature of the later chapters of the book (see especially Isaiah 60).

(5) Very remarkable is the change which comes over Messianic prophecy when we pass to Isaiah 40-66. In the utterances of Isaiah the hopes for the realisation of the ideal future are centred in a Scion of the House of David (Isaiah 9:7; Isaiah 11:1); but the promises so imperfectly realised during the period of the kingdom are in 40-66 transferred from the Messianic king to the nation as Jehovah's chosen servant; not, however, to the people considered in themselves, but in dependence on an individual, a personal representative of Jehovah, in whom as a perfect servant are summed up the ideal qualities of Israel.

Taking together the arguments thus briefly summarised, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that Isaiah 40-66 are not the work of Isaiah, but of a prophet who exercised his ministry towards the end of the period of the Jewish exile in Babylon. There is no reason why the student of Holy Scripture should be disquieted by such a conclusion, for it does not follow that the trustworthiness and inspiration of Isaiah 40-66 must be given up. The author of these chapters does not claim to be Isaiah, and the name of that prophet is not even mentioned in them. Belief in the inspiration and divine authority of the OT. cannot fairly be held to bind us to a particular theory or to human traditions, as to the literary structure of the several books. This has to be investigated by the ordinary methods of literary research, because God's revelation has come down to us embodied in a literature which has not been exempted from the ordinary conditions of literary composition and transmission.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-31

Jehovah's Arraignment of His People
This chapter is general in character, and much of it (e.g. Isaiah 1:10-17) might refer to almost any period. This general character of the prophecy renders it especially suitable as an introduction, and may account for its position at the beginning of the book. It gives us a picture of the internal condition of Judah in Isaiah's age, and not only brings out his characteristic teaching, but more than any other OT. passage indicates the general line of prophetic doctrine. Owing to the corrupt state of the nation Jehovah will avenge Himself by a judgment, through which, while it proves the destruction of sinners, the people will be purified, and its ideal character realised by the remnant that shall be left (Isaiah 1:24-26 : cp. Isaiah 1:9). Some indication of date is afforded by Isaiah 1:7-9, where the prophet states that the land is wasted by foreign invaders and the capital cut off from outside help. The prophecy might accordingly be assigned to (1) the invasion by Rezin and Pekah in the reign of Ahaz (Isaiah 7:1), 735 b.c.; (2) an invasion by Sargon (Isaiah 20:1), 711 b.c.; or (3) the invasion by Sennacherib (Isaiah 36, 37) in Hezekiah's reign, 701 b.c. It is in favour of (1) that the prophecy occurs in connexion with others belonging to the reign of Ahaz (Isaiah 2-5), and perhaps the rebuke of formal worship suits this period best; the 'strangers' of Isaiah 1:7 would then be Pekah's Syrian allies. Most recent commentators, however, assign the prophecy to date (3). There is a similar rebuke of formal religion in Isaiah 29:13 (same period), though the tone of this chapter is unlike that of those prophecies which undoubtedly refer to Sennacherib's invasion (e.g. Isaiah 29, 30).

2-9. Judah's unnatural conduct and its consequences. 

10-17. Sedulous worship of Jehovah is no defence, because a merely formal service is displeasing to Him. 

18-23. Jehovah offers reconciliation on condition of amendment. 

24-31. The gracious offer being refused, sentence is passed.

1. See Intro.

2. Children] Jehovah claimed Israel as His son at the exodus (Exodus 4:22). 

3. The unnaturalness of Israel's conduct is similarly contrasted with the behaviour of the animal creation, in Jeremiah 8:7. 

4. Seed of evildoers] i.e. consisting of evildoers (Isaiah 14:20). Are corrupters] RV 'deal corruptly.' The Holy One of Israel] The use of this title is characteristic of Isaiah, and traceable to the impression made by the vision wherein he received his call and heard the seraphic 'Ter-Sanctus.' See Intro.

5. RV 'Why will ye be still stricken, that ye revolt?' etc. Why expose yourselves to further punishment? Read, 'Every head.. every heart.' The noblest parts of the body stand for the rulers and counsellors of the body politic.

7. As overthrown by strangers] lit. 'as an overthrow of strangers,' i.e. (a) as an overthrow wrought by strangers, or (b) as when strangers (whom God cares not for) are overthrown.

8. Cottage.. lodge] solitary huts where watchmen lived: cp. Lamentations 2:6 RV. The figures express isolation. Owing to the occupation and devastation of the country by invaders the city is left helpless.

9. The cities of the plain had perished through lack of a righteous remnant (Genesis 18:24-32). The possession of such a remnant had proved the salvation of Judah.

10. The rulers of Jerusalem are addressed as rulers of Sodom, and the nation as people of Gomorrah. Thus are emphasised both their wickedness and their peril: cp. Ezekiel 16:48-50.

The law of our God] referring not to the written law, but to the divine teaching which follows, delivered through the prophet: see Isaiah 2:3; Isaiah 8:16.

11. I delight not] cp. Psalms 40:6; Psalms 51:16; Amos 5:21-22; Micah 6:7. 

12. Tread] RV trample'; like beasts without understanding. The worship was merely formal. 

13. Vain oblations] Not the offerings in themselves, but their hypocritical character is reprobated. Iniquity] lit. 'nothingness,' 'worthlessness.'

14. New moons] referring to the monthly festivals (Numbers 28:11; 1 Samuel 20:5).

15. Your hands, etc.] The hands, uplifted in prayer, are stained with blood.

16. 17. Condition of acceptance with God.

17. Judgment] i.e. justice. Relieve the oppressed] RM 'set right the oppressor.'

18. Let us reason] i.e. that the right may appear. Forgiveness will follow obedience and repentance.

21. An harlot] figuratively expressing the faithlessness, through its idolatry, of the nation which had been betrothed to God: cp. Exodus 34:15; Deuteronomy 31:16. Judgment] i.e. justice, as in Isaiah 1:17.

22. Mixed] read, 'weakened.' The images describe the degeneracy of the rulers; the best have become debased. 

23. Companions of thieves] i.e. conniving at miscarriage of justice: cp. Micah 7:3.

24. Mine adversaries] the evildoers in Jerusalem. God will purge the city of them.

25. Purely purge, etc.] RM 'purge away thy dross as with lye,' lye, or potash, being used as a flux in purifying metals. Tin] i.e. alloy. 

27. With judgment.. with righteousness] i.e. (a) through the manifestation of God's justice and righteousness, or (b) through the justice and righteousness which the regenerate people exhibit. Her converts] i.e. those of her who return (to Jehovah).

29. They shall be ashamed.. ye have desired] The subject in each clause is the same in thought, though the person of the verb is changed. Such abrupt change of person is not uncommon in Hebrew, especially in the prophets, e.g. Micah 7:19; Malachi 2:15.

29. The oaks] mentioned as connected with idolatrous worship: cp. 2 Kings 16:4; 2 Kings 17:10. Sacred trees were supposed to be inhabited by a deity, to whom the worship was offered. The prophet indicates that such nature-worship will disappoint its votaries. The gardens] referred to as the scene of heathen rites: cp. Isaiah 65:3. 

30. The fate of the wicked described in imagery suggested by Isaiah 1:29. 

31. Read, 'And the strong' (i.e. the wealthy and powerful man) 'shall be as tow, and his work' (i.e. the idolatrous image) 'as a spark.' The meaning is that his sin will be the cause of his ruin.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-22
2-4. occur also with a few slight variations in Micah 4:1-4. The passage appears to be borrowed in Isaiah, because (a) it suits its context better in Micah, and (b) it is more complete in Micah, Micah 4:4 being a part of it. If Isaiah is quoting from Micah, the latter prophet must have spoken the words before the occasion referred to in Jeremiah 26:18. Both prophets may be quoting from some ancient and well-known prediction regarding the future of Zion.

2. In the last days] RV 'in the latter days.' The phrase has the general meaning of 'future time' (Genesis 49:1; Deuteronomy 4:30; Jeremiah 23:20). Its use in the prophetic books makes the expression practically equivalent to 'Messianic times,' and the Apostles in NT. use the corresponding Gk. in the sense of 'the Christian dispensation' (Acts 2:17; 1 Peter 1:20; 1 John 2:18; Hebrews 1:1-2). In the top of] RM 'at the head of.' Under the figure of a physical change is set forth the supremacy of Israel's religion: Zion will be recognised as the spiritual capital of the world.

3. People] RV 'peoples.' The law] RM 'teaching' or 'instruction,' such as was given by prophets and priests: see Isaiah 8:16. 

4. Among] RV 'between.' The nations will submit their disputes to the arbitration of Israel's God. The conviction of the universality of the religion of Israel is here plainly shown.

5. The prophet urges the people to repent, that they may fulfil their destiny.

6. Therefore] RV 'For.' Replenished from the east] alluding to the influx of settlers and foreign customs from that quarter. Soothsayers, etc.] Soothsayers are forbidden amongst the Israelites in Deuteronomy 18:10. We find an Israelite king sending to consult at the Philistine town of Ekron (2 Kings 1:2). Please themselves in] RV 'strike hands with': i.e. 'make compacts with' born heathen. The reference is to bargains and commercial undertakings (2 Kings 14:22; 2 Kings 16:6).

7. The increase of wealth and military organisation here referred to were features of Uzziah's reign (2 Chronicles 26:1-15). 

9. Boweth down.. humbleth himself] i.e. before the idols.

12. The day of the Lord of hosts shall be] RM 'the Lord of hosts hath a day.' 'Day' might mean (a) day of battle or victory, cp. Amos 5:18-20, the earliest mention of the Day of the Lord, or (b) day of judgment. This became the usual meaning; so regularly in NT. Cp. 1 Corinthians 4:3-5. The proud will be humbled by the destruction of the things that minister to their pride. 

15. Alluding to the works and fortifications of Uzziah and Jotham (2 Chronicles 26:9-10; 2 Chronicles 27:3-4).

16. Ships of Tarshish] i.e. deep-sea ships used for foreign trade. Tarshish is supposed to have been in S. Spain, at the furthest limit of Phœnician commerce. Judah at this time possessed a mercantile fleet, the station of which was at Elath, on the Red Sea (2 Kings 16:6).

Pleasant pictures] The word rendered 'pictures' means something figured or with imagery upon it. A cognate word is used of idolatrous imagery (Numbers 33:52) and of idolatrous images painted on walls (Ezekiel 8:12). Since the word here occurs in close connexion with ships, the reference may be to the sails, which were often embroidered with figures in ancient times. Some prefer the meaning 'watch-towers,' the root having in Aramaic the sense 'to look out.'

20. Cast his idols] in disgust at their inability to help. 

21. Men will try to hide from God in terror. 

22. Wanting in LXX, and perhaps a gloss.

Verses 1-30

Isaiah's Preaching early in the Reign of Ahaz
Isaiah 2-4 are closely connected, and Isaiah 5 is generally thought to belong to the same period, though it probably represents discourses delivered rather later. There are two points which serve as indications of date: (a) The influx of foreign fashions, both in religion (Isaiah 2:6, Isaiah 2:8) and in common life (Isaiah 3:16-23, where the difficulty of explaining the names for the various articles of female attire from the Hebrew suggests that the articles, like the names, were of foreign importation). (b) The weak and capricious character of the king and his advisers (Isaiah 3:12). These features point to the reign of Ahaz, who was an innovator in religion (2 Kings 16:2-4, 2 Kings 16:10), but in that case these chapters must be placed quite early in his reign, because we should gather from the mention of deep-sea ships (Isaiah 2:16) that Elath, the one seaport of the kingdom, was still in the possession of Judah, while we read in 2 Kings 16:6 that the Syrians captured it during the invasion by Rezin and Pekah.

Isaiah 2:2-4. Isaiah quotes a prophecy that the nations shall resort to Zion, and there learn true religion, with the result of universal peace. 

5-9. Before this future can be realised, God's own people must trust in Him and forsake their idolatry. 

10-22. The retributive judgment that is coming on the nation is described in detail.

Isaiah 3:1-15. The ruin of social order in Judah, traceable to the misconduct of the rulers, who shall be punished.

16-C. Isaiah 4:1. The sin and punishment of the ladies of Jerusalem. 

2-6. The day of the Lord, though a day of judgment for the wicked, will prove a day of salvation for the faithful remnant.

Isaiah 5:1-7. Judah compared in a parable to an unfruitful vineyard. 

8-24. The charge of bringing forth evil fruit is proved in detail.

[25-30. The coming invasion and dark prospect.]

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-26
1. Stay and the staff] A prophecy of famine: cp. Isaiah 3:7, as the clause following explains. But if the latter clause is a gloss then 'stay and staff' would refer to the classes upon which the stability of the life of the community depends. 'Staff' in the Heb. is the fern, form of 'stay.'

2. The prudent] RV 'the diviner,' at this time in high estimation (Isaiah 2:6). The ancient] RM 'the elder,' who held offices in villages and towns (Ruth 4:2, Ruth 4:4; 2 Kings 10:1). 

3. Artificer] cp. Jeremiah 24:1 but RM 'charmer.' Eloquent orator] 'skilful enchanter.'

4. Children.. babes] in character rather than in years.

6, 7. The meaning is, the state of society shall be such that a man who apparently has the bare necessaries of life shall be invited to be dictator, but in vain.

9. The shew of their countenance] i.e. their expression; the meaning being that their character may be read in their face. But RM has, 'Their respecting of persons doth witness,' etc. 

12. Cp. Isaiah 3:4. They which lead thee] lit. 'they that set thee right,' i.e. they that should set thee aright. The reference is to king Ahaz and his counsellors, amongst whom the queen-mother was prominent. 

13. People] RV 'peoples.'

14. Ancients] see Isaiah 3:2. For ye] the pronoun is emphatic: RV 'It is ye that have eaten up.' 

16f. A protest against prevalent luxury as evidenced in the extravagant toilette of the ladies of Jerusalem.

16. Tinkling] caused by silver bells on the ankles. 

18. Cauls] RM 'networks.' Round tires like the moon] RV 'crescents'; mentioned as Midianitish ornaments (Judges 8:21, Judges 8:26).

19. Chains] RV 'pendants,' or 'eardrops'; mentioned as Midianitish ornaments (Judges 8:26).

20. Bonnets] RV 'headtires.' The same word is used of a bridegroom's headdress (Isaiah 61:10).

Ornaments of the legs] RV 'ankle-chains.'

Headbands] RV 'sashes,' such as were worn by brides (Isaiah 49:18; Jeremiah 2:32). Tablets] RV 'perfume boxes.' Earrings] RV 'amulets.'

21. Nose jewels] fastened to the nostril: see Genesis 24:22. 

22. Changeable suits of apparel] RV 'festival robes.' Wimples] RV 'shawls.' Crisping pins] RV 'satchels.'

23. Glasses] RV 'hand mirrors.' Hoods] RV 'turbans.'

24. Instead of, etc.] RV 'instead of sweet spices there shall be rottenness.' Rent] RV 'rope,' i.e. binding the captive. Burning] RV 'branding.' i.e. of a slave.

25. 26. Thy, her] the pronouns refer to. Zion. 

26. Sit upon the ground] a posture of mourning: cp. Lamentations 1:1.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-6
1. The women do not claim to be kept as the man's wives, but only pray that he will remove from them the reproach of being childless (cp. Genesis 30:23), so depopulated has the land become. The v. belongs to Isaiah 3.

In that day] i.e. when the Day of God's judgment (Isaiah 2:12; Isaiah 3:18) is over.

2. Branch] not here a title of Messiah (the word is not the same in Isaiah 11:1) but referring to the verdure of the land. Fertility of the soil is often a feature of the ideal future in the prophets (Isaiah 30:23; Amos 9:13; Zechariah 9:16-17). For the expression 'branch of Jehovah' cp. 'cedars of God,' Psalms 80:10; 'trees of Jehovah,' Psalms 104:16.

Escaped] referring to the godly remnant (Isaiah 61:3). 

3. Shall be called holy] i.e: as actually being so: cp. Isaiah 1:26. Written] i.e. enrolled as a citizen. 

4. Spirit] RM 'blast.'

5. Upon every dwelling place] RV 'over the whole habitation.' A cloud, etc.] the sign of God's protecting presence; the imagery is from the exodus (Exodus 13:21-22; Exodus 14:19-20). Upon all, etc.] 'over all the glory shall be spread a canopy,' i.e. for shadow and refuge, as explained in the next v. 

6. Tabernacle] RV 'pavilion.'

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-30
1-24. Judah, God's unfruitful vineyard, and the judgment upon it.

1. I] i.e. Isaiah. To my] rather, 'for my,' or 'of my.' The beloved, as appears later, is Jehovah: cp. our Lord's parable (Matthew 21:33). The allegory is rhythmical in form: cp. Song of Solomon 8:11-14. 

2. Tower] watch-tower: see on Isaiah 1:8.

3f. God speaks.

7. Judgment] i.e. justice. Oppression] perhaps better, 'bloodshed.' A cry] i.e. of the oppressed.

8-10. Unjust seizure of land resulting in barrenness and want of population. 

8. Place] RV 'room.'

10. Bath] about 8 gallons. And the seed, etc.] RV 'and a homer of seed shall yield but an ephah.' An ephah is the tenth part of a homer, which was 10 or 12 bushels (Ezekiel 45:11).

11. That continue until night] RV 'that tarry late into the night.'

12. Regard not, etc.] i.e. have no regard for the working of the Lord's will in the events of history. 

13. Are gone into captivity] an example of the 'prophetic perfect.' The future is regarded as so certain that it is described as past. 

14. Hell] Heb. Sheol, i.e. the place of departed spirits, RM 'the grave': cp. Genesis 37:35. 

15. Cp. Isaiah 2:9, Isaiah 2:17.

17. After their manner] RV 'as in their pasture.' So desolate will the cities be.

Strangers] RM 'wanderers.' The meaning is that nomad tribes wander over the land at pleasure.

18. The people have chained themselves to sin like beasts of burden. 

19. They scoff at the declared judgments of God. 

20. The perverting of all moral distinctions. 

23. Bribery and injustice.

25-30. The position of these vv. is doubtful. Very probably they should be connected with the prophecy, Isaiah 9:8 to Isaiah 10:4. In that section the closing words of Isaiah 5:25 occur four times as a sort of refrain.

26. Lift up an ensign] i.e. as a signal to muster them: cp. Isaiah 11:10; Isaiah 18:3; Isaiah 49:22; Isaiah 62:10. Nations] i.e. those under the dominion of the Assyrian king and serving in his army. Hiss] The metaphor is from collecting a swarm of bees (Isaiah 7:18). 

30. They shall roar against them] i.e. the enemies against God's people.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-13

The Prophet's Call
This c., which recounts the prophet's call and commission, would stand first in a chronological arrangement of the book. The opening words remind us of the vision of Micaiah (1 Kings 22:19), and we should compare the visions of Jeremiah and Ezekiel which inaugurated their prophetic activity. In St. John's vision (Revelation 4) the same anthem, 'Holy, holy, holy,' is sung by the six-winged living creatures round about the throne. Isaiah's vision foreshadows such leading elements of his thought as, (1) the majesty of God, (2) the uncleanness of the people, (3) his conviction that he had a divine message for them, (4) their stubbornness and heedlessness, (5) the necessity of judgment, (6) the idea of the remnant.

1-4. Isaiah's vision of Jehovah enthroned and the worship of heaven. 5-7. He confesses his sin and is absolved. 8-13. He receives his prophetic commission.

1. The year that king Uzziah died] 740 b.c. See Intro. The prophet, when meditating perhaps on the condition of the nation and its gloomy prospects, is favoured with a vision of the glory of God. Train] i.e. the skirts (RM) of his royal robes.

2. Above it] RV 'above him.' The seraphims] here only in OT. the word denotes supernatural beings, It is derived from the verb 'to burn,' and may simply indicate the fiery or glowing appearance of Jehovah's attendant angels (Ezekiel 1:13-14). Elsewhere, however, the same word stands for venomous serpents (Numbers 21:6; Isaiah 14:29; Isaiah 30:6) and it may here be intended to convey the meaning that the guardians of Jehovah's throne are of serpentine form. This is scarcely borne out by the context (Isaiah 6:6-7), though in Ezekiel's vision of heaven animal forms are introduced (Ezekiel 1:10.)

Covered his face] in reverence.

3. Holy, holy, holy] The threefold repetition denotes emphasis or intensity (Jeremiah 7:4). It is significant that the title of Jehovah most characteristic of Isaiah's prophecies is 'the Holy One of Israel.' In the light of later revelation Christians have not unnaturally seen here a foreshadowing of the Holy Trinity: cp. Revelation 4:8. 

4. The posts of the door moved] RV 'the foundations of the thresholds were moved.' Smoke] a symbol of the divine presence, as in Exodus 19:9, Exodus 19:18; 1 Kings 8:10, 1 Kings 8:11.

5. Lips] the pure praises of the seraphim made Isaiah think by contrast of his own sins of the lips. For mine eyes have seen, etc.] No man could see God and live (Exodus 33:20). 

6. Live coal] Fire is the symbol of purification: cp. Malachi 3:2; Matthew 3:11. 

8. For us] the plural in the mouth of God as in Genesis 1:26; Genesis 3:22; Genesis 11:7. Jehovah consults with the angels around His throne; similarly in Micaiah's vision (1 Kings 22:19-20 : cp. Psalms 89:7).

10. The result of the prophet's preaching described as though it were the purpose. Most of his hearers will stubbornly reject his message, with the result that they will become dead to all impressions. The heart] regarded by the Hebrews as the seat of the understanding: cp. Hosea 7:11. Convert] RV 'turn again.'

11, 12. Isaiah feels that such a state of things cannot be allowed to continue, and is assured that Jehovah will interpose with a terrible judgment of war and exile. 

12. There he a great forsaking] RV 'the forsaken places be many.'

13. RV 'And if there be yet a tenth in it, it shall again be eaten up: as a terebinth, and as an oak, whose stock remaineth, when they are felled; so the holy seed is the stock thereof.' The meaning is that the coming judgment is not a single one but a series. Yet as when an evergreen tree is cut down the stump remains from which new shoots may grow, so there will be a faithful remnant of Israel left, to be the germ of a renewed people. This doctrine of the remnant is characteristic of Isaiah: cp. Isaiah 4:3; Isaiah 7:3; Isaiah 10:20, Isaiah 10:21.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-7

The Syro-Ephraimite Invasion
The group of prophecies contained in this section belongs to the reign of Ahaz, when Judah was threatened by the allied forces of Syria and Israel (Isaiah 7:1; 2 Kings 15:37; 2 Kings 16:5-9; 2 Chronicles 28:5-15). With the reign of Tiglath-pileser, the Assyrian empire entered on a new epoch, that monarch aiming at bringing the whole of W. Asia under his sway. With a view to resisting the Assyrian advance and preserving their independence, Rezin, of Syria, and Pekah, of Israel, formed an alliance, and their war against Ahaz was apparently undertaken in order to force Judah to join the coalition, the immediate object of the invaders being to dethrone Ahaz and set over the kingdom one who would be willing to favour their projects (Isaiah 7:6). Isaiah foresaw that Syria and Israel were doomed to fall before the Assyrian power, and, therefore, exhorts to calmness, and confidence in Jehovah (Isaiah 7:4, Isaiah 7:8, Isaiah 7:16; Isaiah 8:4). Ahaz, on the other hand, was set upon seeking aid from Tiglath-pileser, a policy which Isaiah reprobated as indicating want of trust in Jehovah, and as certain to lay Judah also open to disaster from Assyrian inroads (Isaiah 7:17-25).

Isaiah 7:1-2. The occasion of the prophecies following. 

3-9. In view of the panic caused by the Syro-Israelite invasion, Isaiah is sent to the king with a message of encouragement (10-16), which is confirmed by the sign of Immanuel. 

17-25. The disastrous consequences of the policy of seeking aid from Assyria foretold.

Isaiah 8:1-4. The speedy ruin of Syria and Israel foretold by the sign of Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 

5-8. The Syrian invasion of Judah foretold. 

9-15. The nations' fear in the present crisis contrasted with the assurance that should spring from trust in Jehovah. 

16-20. Isaiah's own confidence in his message. 21-Isaiah 9:7. The coming calamity and the bright future that lies beyond. Those parts of the land which first suffered from the Assyrian shall be correspondingly glorified, for the Messiah shall appear and the kingdom of David shall be established on an indestructible foundation.

Verses 1-25
1-16. Isaiah assures Ahaz by a sign that Judah will be delivered from Syria and Israel.

1. See prefatory note to the section.

2. Ephraim] the popular name for the northern kingdom (Isaiah 9:8-9). His heart was moved] i.e. the heart of king Ahaz, because of the formidable confederacy against him. Serious reverses suffered by Judah at this time are recorded in 2 Chronicles 28:5-15.

3. Shear-jashub] i.e. 'a remnant shall return.' Already in the reign of Ahaz the prophet had summed up the characteristic feature of his teaching (see on Isaiah 6:13) in a symbolic name given to his son. Similarly he called another son Maher-shalal-hash-baz ('spoil speedeth, prey hasteth') that he might impressively indicate the speedy spoliation of Syria and Israel (Isaiah 8:3-4). Thus the prophet and his family were for signs to the people (Isaiah 8:18). There is a special significance in the presence of Shear-jashub at this meeting of Isaiah with king Ahaz. The prophet has to foretell invasion and spoliation of Judah by the Assyrians (Isaiah 7:20), but the presence of Shear-jashub gives assurance that a remnant shall return. The conduit] The king's object doubtless was to stop the waters outside the walls of the city (2 Chronicles 32:3), so that the enemy, in the siege that was imminent, might be without supply of water. Upper pool] probably the same as the upper watercourse of Gihon on the W. of Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 32:30). A lower pool is mentioned in Isaiah 22:9.

4. Neither be fainthearted, etc.] RV 'let not thine heart be faint because of these two tails of smoking firebrands.' The prophet regards them as no more than expiring torches.

6. Tabeal] the name is Syrian, not Hebrew: see prefatory note.

8. Within threescore, etc.] We should probably regard this prophecy as fulfilled when the power of the northern kingdom was finally broken by the importation of foreigners under Esarhaddon (Ezra 4:2). On account of the manner in which this prediction interrupts the parallelism, some modern scholars regard it as an addition by a later editor.

9. The need of faith is emphasised; without it there is no security.

11. Ask thee a sign] to prove that he may trust in Jehovah's promise. Ahaz's choice should be unlimited, he might ask a sign in heaven or from the nether world.

12. Neither will I tempt, etc.] Ahaz gives utterance to a sound principle (Deuteronomy 6:16). But Jehovah had offered a sign, and to refuse it showed distrust of God. Ahaz had already made up his mind to the Assyrian alliance and cloaks his self-will with the language of faith.

13. The prophet's indignation.

14. A virgin] The Hebrew word is not the distinctive one for virginity, but denotes rather one of maturing and marriageable age: cp. e.g. Genesis 24:43; Exodus 2:8. In the first place, this prophecy must have been intended by Isaiah as a sign of encouragement to Ahaz—before a child, shortly to be born, could arrive at years of observation the enemies of Judah would be brought to nought. At the same time, it is evident that the child is no ordinary one, from the way in which the prophet refers to him as Lord of the land (Isaiah 8:8), and from the titles given to him in Isaiah 9:6. The child is, in fact, the Messiah, whose advent Isaiah seems to have expected in the near future in connexion with the Assyrian invasion (Isaiah 9:1-7; Isaiah 11:1-9). The prophet's anticipations were realised, but in a manner far surpassing his expectations, in the birth of our Lord.

Immanuel] i.e. 'God is with us' (Isaiah 8:10). The child whom the prophet has in mind received this symbolic name as being a pledge of God's presence with His people. Christ, the true Son of David, is in the highest conceivable sense Immanuel. The sign given by Isaiah is not concerned with the manner of the child's birth, but rather connected with his name Immanuel. Accordingly in Matthew 1:23 the emphasis is upon the name.

15. Butter (RM 'curds') and honey] i.e. simple pastoral products, not bread and meat, because the land has gone out of cultivation: the 'honey' was probably wild honey. That privation is implied is clear from the context (Isaiah 7:20-22). That he may know] so some ancient versions, but better, 'when he knoweth' (RV), or 'till he know.'

16. Though the child about to be born must in his early years endure privation, yet before he comes to years of discretion Judah's present enemies shall be brought to nought. The land, etc.] RV 'the land whose two kings thou abhorrest' (i.e. 'fearest horribly) 'shall be forsaken.'

17-25. The disastrous consequences of any alliance between Judah and Assyria foretold.

17-19. Isaiah foresees that Judah will be involved in the struggle between Egypt and Assyria and will be invaded by both powers, their armies penetrating everywhere like swarms of insects.

17. Ephraim departed] alluding to the disruption of the kingdom in Rehoboam's reign. Since Ephraim was the most powerful of the seceding tribes the northern kingdom was called by its name (Isaiah 7:2; Isaiah 9:8-9).

18. Hiss] see Isaiah 5:28.

19. Desolate] RV 'rugged.' Bushes] RV 'pastures.'

20. A razor that is hired] The reference is to Ahaz's policy of calling in the aid of Tiglath-pileser. Retribution would come through that very power on which Ahaz relied, and the land would be laid bare.

21-25. A pastoral life will be the only possible one, because the land is laid waste, and where vineyards once flourished men will hunt wild beasts in the thickets, or seek pasturage for their cattle.

22. The v. means there will be curds and wild honey, and nothing else.

23. Every place, etc.] RV 'every place, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, shall even be for briers and thorns.' Silverlings] i.e. pieces of silver, shekels; 1,000 shekels would be an average price.

25. RV 'And all the hills that were digged with the mattock, thou shalt not come thither for fear of briers and thorns.' Vines were usually grown on terraces on the hills of Palestine. Lesser cattle] RV 'sheep.'

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-22
1. Take, etc.] read 'Take thee a great tablet, and write upon it with the pen of a man, Maher-shalal-hash-baz.' A man's pen] i.e. such as a common man would use for writing in large characters that all might, undertsand the words. Maher-shalal-hash-baz] i.e. 'The spoil speedeth, the prey hasteth.' The inscription intimated the speedy spoliation of Syria and Israel (Isaiah 8:4).

2. And I took] RV 'And I will take,' the speaker being Jehovah as in Isaiah 8:1. Witnesses] who would be able when the fulfilment came to testify that the prophecy had been delivered.

3. The prophetess] i.e. the prophet's wife. Call his name] see on Isaiah 7:3. 

4. This prophecy was fulfilled, Damascus being captured by the Assyrians in 732 b.c., and Samaria ten years later: cp. Isaiah 10:9.

6. This people] i.e. the Ten Tribes (ref erred to as 'this people' again in Isaiah 9:16), who refused the mild rule of the House of David, and, having set up their own king, have allied themselves with Rezin. The waters of Shiloah] The gently-flowing stream that issued from Zion near the sanctuary (Psalms 46:4) symbolises the divinely-appointed government of the House of David, and is contrasted in the next v. with the wide flood of Euphrates, symbolising the devastating power of Assyria, which within a short period overthrew the kingdoms of Israel and Syria (2 Kings 16:9; 2 Kings 18:9-10), as Isaiah repeatedly foretold: cp. Isaiah 7:8, Isaiah 7:16.

7. The river] i.e. as elsewhere, the Euphrates (Joshua 24:2); denoted in RV by a capital R.

8. Pass through] RV 'sweep onward into.' To the neck] The head, therefore, will escape. So Isaiah regularly indicates the preservation of a remnant in the judgments that are coming upon the nation. The stretching out, etc.] The image is suddenly changed from that of a devastating flood to that of a bird of prey swooping with wings outspread.

O Immanuel] The country thus threatened is the land to which the divine pledge has been given and embodied in the child Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14-16). At the thought the prophet is filled with confidence in the protection of Jehovah; hence the triumphant strain of defiance in which he addresses the invaders in the w. that follow.

9, 10. Alliances formed against God's people must end in disaster and hostile purposes must fail, for 'God is with us.'

9. People] RV 'peoples.' Gird yourselves] i.e. for warfare.

10. God is with us] alluding to the significance of the name Immanuel (Isaiah 8:8, cp. Isaiah 7:14).

11, 12. The prophet has been divinely warned not to show the unreasoning fear of the Syro-Ephraimite alliance which the men of Judah exhibit.

11. With a strong hand] In Heb. phraseology the coming of prophetic inspiration is spoken of anthropomorphically as seizure by the hand of Jehovah (2 Kings 3:15; Ezekiel 1:3; Ezekiel 3:22; Ezekiel 8:1; Ezekiel 37:1).

12. A confederacy] alluding to the alliance between Israel and Syria, which caused so much fear in Judah (Isaiah 7:2). The same word is, however, elsewhere rendered 'conspiracy' or 'treason' (2 Kings 17:4; 2 Chronicles 23:13): so RV 'conspiracy' here. In that case the allusion would be to the cry of 'Conspiracy!' which, as some suppose, was raised against Isaiah and his followers by those in Judah who opposed the line of policy he advocated, and favoured Ahaz's project of alliance with Assyria. Similarly, the political opponents of Jeremiah attempted to discredit his teaching by accusing him of treachery against his country (Jeremiah 37:13).

13. The meaning is, 'recognise Jehovah in His true character as the all-holy One' (so He had revealed Himself to the prophet, Isaiah 6:3), 'and stand in awe of Him accordingly.'

14. Sanctuary] The secondary meaning of 'refuge' is here the prominent one (1 Kings 1:50; 1 Kings 2:28).

Both the houses] i.e. the two kingdoms of Judah and Israel. Every revelation of God puts men on their trial and sifts them: to those who accept it in faith and turn to Him it means deliverance, but those who reject it bring judgment on themselves. This was seen in God's revelation of Himself in Christ; to those who accepted Him He gave power to become sons of God (John 1:12). He came to save the world (John 12:47); yet it may also be said that for judgment He came into the world (John 9:39), because those who received Him not brought judgment on themselves, and found Him to be a rock of offence. Thus Isaiah's words are quoted in NT. with a Christian application (Matthew 21:44; Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:7-8).

15. Many among them shall stumble] RV 'many shall stumble thereon.'

16. Bind up] i.e. tie up the parchment roll on which the prophet's teaching has been written, and lay it aside to be consulted later.

The testimony] i.e. the inspired admonition which the prophet has just delivered. The law] not referring to the written law of God, but used in the wide sense of 'instruction' or 'teaching' (RM): the inspired teaching given by the prophet himself (cp. Isaiah 1:10; Isaiah 5:24; Isaiah 30:9), which he commits to writing and delivers to his disciples.

18. The ground of the confidence just expressed. The prophet and his children are by their names Isaiah (salvation of Jehovah), Shear-jashub (a remnant shall return, Isaiah 7:3), and Maher-shalal-hash-baz (Isaiah 8:3), pledges of a brighter future in fulfilment of the prophet's words. Wonders] i.e. omens: cp. Ezekiel 12:6, Ezekiel 12:11; Ezekiel 24:24, Ezekiel 24:27; Zechariah 3:8. This v. is quoted in NT., Hebrews 2:13, without regard to its original context, but the writer simply uses it there that he may express in scriptural terms the truth of the community of nature between Christ and His people.

19. Seek unto] i.e. with a view of consulting as an oracle, despairing of other help. Familiar spirits] The forms of necromancy referred to are forbidden in Deuteronomy 18:11, and the nature of the practices reprobated is well illustrated by the famous example of the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:7.) Peep] i.e. 'chirp' (RV) as a bird (Isaiah 10:14); referring to the thin and feeble voice of ghosts from Sheol (Isaiah 29:4). For the living to the dead] RV 'on behalf of the living should they seek unto the dead?'

20. The law.. the testimony] i.e. Isaiah's own teaching, which, by his direction, had been written down and carefully preserved (Isaiah 8:16).

If they speak not, etc.] The meaning seems to be, 'If they speak not according to this word' (viz. 'to the law and to the testimony') 'surely there is no morning for them' (RV): i.e. the only hope of a brighter dawn lies in being guided by Isaiah's teaching. But another rendering is possible, 'Surely according to this word shall they speak for whom there is no morning' (RM), i.e. they will recognise too late the value of the principles inculcated by Isaiah.

21. Curse their king, etc.] RV 'curse by their king and by their God.' The expression is the same as in 1 Samuel 17:43. 

22. Dimness, etc.] RV 'gloom of anguish; and into thick darkness they shall be driven away.' Note the close connexion with Isaiah 9, where a brighter future is predicted.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-7
1. RV 'But there shall be no gloom to her that was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time hath he made it glorious, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the nations.' By the contempt brought upon the land of Zebulun and Naphtali the prophet signifies the spoiling of the country and deportation of the inhabitants by Tiglath-pileser (narrated 2 Kings 15:29). Galilee of the nations] lit. 'the circuit,' or 'district of the nations.' The region indicated lay in the extreme N. of Naphtali and received its name, probably, from the intermixture in that locality of Israelites with the former inhabitants. The term Galil later became the proper name Galilee.

2. Walked in darkness] as described in Isaiah 8:21, Isaiah 8:22. Have seen] The light of the new age to which the prophet looked forward was of course in the future, but to his vision it is so assured that he describes it as having already dawned. Such use of the past tense (prophetic perfect) is frequent in the prophetic writings. Dwell] RV 'dwelt': the tense being parallel to 'walked' in the preceding clause.

Isaiah 9:1-2 are referred to in Matthew 4:15-16 as fulfilled in our Lord's Galilean ministry. We need not suppose that Isaiah had this distinctly in mind. He only speaks in these verses in general terms of the light of the new and glorious age shining upon that district which should be the first to suffer the affliction of conquest and captivity. When Christ, the true Sun of Righteousness, illumined that very same district it was natural that the Evangelist should see the ultimate fulfilment of the prophecy which Isaiah, unconscious of the wonderful fulfilment which awaited his words, had uttered.

3. And not increased the joy] So Heb. written text, ancient Greek versions and Vulg. But Heb. traditional reading, Syr., and LXX give 'increased the joy to it,' RV 'increased their joy'; and this reading is demanded by the context, where figures are multiplied to indicate excessive joy. The past tenses (prophetic perfect, see Isaiah 9:2) are again used to describe what is yet in the future. Before thee] appearing as worshippers before Jehovah in His sanctuary (Deuteronomy 12:12).

4. Staff of his shoulder] i.e. with which he is beaten by the taskmaster. The dominion of Assyria shall be broken. As in the day of Midian] referring to the memorable victory of Gideon (Judges 7, 8).

5. Read, 'For all the armour of the armed man in the tumult, and the garments rolled in blood, shall be for burning, for fuel of fire.' After the great victory over the oppressor the weapons of war are burnt (Ezekiel 39:9) as a prelude to the era of peace which is to follow.

6. From a general description of the future reign of peace the prophet goes on to picture the king upon whom it depends, and whom he apparently identifies with the child of Isaiah 7:14. Then he proceeds to indicate, the features of his rule by a series of majestic titles. Wonderful, Counsellor] RM 'Wonderful Counsellor,' or 'Wonder-Counsellor.' The title implies that the future king's rule shall be guided by a divinely-inspired wisdom (Isaiah 11:2-4) which shall command the awe with which men regard the counsel of God. The word 'wonderful' (with its cognates) is constantly used of the divine action (Exodus 15:11; Judges 13:19; Psalms 118:23), and is applied to the divine name (Judges 13:18). The mighty God] The word 'God' has been explained by some in the sense of 'ruler' or 'king.' The plural of the same word is sometimes so employed (Exodus 21:6; Psalms 82:1, Psalms 82:6). Isaiah, however, here uses the singular, and directly applies the very same title to Jehovah elsewhere (Isaiah 10:21 cp. Deuteronomy 10:17; Jeremiah 32:18). It should be noted also, (1) that the significance of the word 'God' (El)"as a title of Jehovah was at this time in the prophet's thoughts in the name Immanuel; and (2) the titles that precede and follow this one seem to have a mysterious divine significance. For such direct ascription of a divine title to the Messianic King the nearest parallel is Psalms 45:6 : cp. Zechariah 12:8; 1 Chronicles 29:23. The everlasting Father] Father because of the protecting care exercised by him over his people. Everlasting because his kingdom is to be for ever (Isaiah 9:7). Prince of Peace] peace being regarded as a prominent feature of that great future (Isaiah 2:2-4) which the Messiah is to inaugurate (Micah 5:5; Zechariah 9:10).

7. David] The mention of David implies that the ideal king is to be of the lineage of David. The v. might be explained as a promise that the dynasty of the great king whom the prophet has in mind should reign in undisputed possession of the kingdom, and should not fail. The prophecy would in that case be parallel to those earlier ones which promise a lasting dominion to the House of David (2 Samuel 7:12-16; Hosea 3:5; Amos 9:11); but the title, 'Everlasting Father,' which has just preceded, makes it more likely that the promise is one of personal sovereignty to the individual king of whom the prophet is thinking. To order it, and to establish it] RV 'to establish it, and to uphold it.'

Justice] RV 'righteousness.' The zeal, etc.] the jealous love of God for His people is a guarantee of this.

Verses 1-21
(continued)
8. Jacob.. Israel] Both names here stand for the northern kingdom, as is made clear by what follows in the next v. 

9. Shall know] i.e. shall be taught by experience (Numbers 14:34).

10. If the language is to be understood literally, the allusion is to the way in which the people set themselves to repair, and more than make up for, the devastation caused by invasion. But it is more likely that the prophet refers in a figure to the frequent changes of dynasty in the N. kingdom; no sooner is one dynasty overthrown than another rises up to take its place in vain self-confidence. This interpretation is suggested by the word 'we will change,' which literally signifies, 'we will make cedars to succeed.' The Arabic Caliph, meaning successor (of the prophet Mohammed), is from the same Semitic root.

11. The adversaries of Rezin] Perhaps we should read (with some Heb. MSS) 'the princes of Rezin'; the meaning would then be that the Syrian allies of Israel (Isaiah 7:1-2) will turn against it. This suits the context, for we read in the next v. the Syrians before. Join his enemies together] RV 'stir up his enemies.'

12. Before] EM 'on the east.' Behind] EM 'on the west.' The point is that Israel is attacked on all hands.

14. Branch] EV 'palm branch': 'palm-branch and rush'—a proverbial expression signifying high and low (Isaiah 19:15).

15. Explanatory of the metaphorical language in Isaiah 9:14 : cp. Isaiah 9:20, Isaiah 9:21.

18. Briers and thorns] figuratively put for evil men (2 Samuel 23:6). 

19. Darkened] RV 'burnt up.'

20. He shall] RV 'one shall': not to be taken literally as indicating the approach of famine, but a figurative prophecy of the ruin of the nation through anarchy and civil strife, as is made clear by the first part of Isaiah 9:21.

Isaiah 10:1. And that write, etc.] RV 'and to the writers that write perverseness,' referring to the registering of unjust and oppressive legal decisions by the scribes. There is thus a double reference (a) to unjust legislation, and (b) to unjust administrations of the law. 

3. Glory] i.e. wealth and possessions, in which the people take pride. See the same word in the same sense Genesis 31:1.

4. Without me they shall bow down] rather, RV 'except they bow down,' or 'they shall only bow down.' Ironical—men's only safety will be with the wretched train of captives, or beneath the corpses on the battle-field.

Verse 8

Divine Judgments on the Kingdom of Israel
This section relates throughout to the kingdom of Israel. It belongs to the same period as the chapters immediately preceding, and treats of the ruin which Isaiah foresaw would shortly overtake the kingdom of the Ten Tribes: cp. Isaiah 7:16; Isaiah 8:4. The prophet traces the fall of Israel to the moral and social condition of its people. His prophecy was speedily fulfilled in the conquest of Syria and Israel by the Assyrian armies. The prophecy falls into four parts, each closing with the refrain, 'For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.' As the same phrase occurs in Isaiah 5:25, many commentators are of opinion that the short section Isaiah 5:25-30 is connected in date and subject with this prophecy.

Isaiah 9:8-21. Because of its pride and self-confidence foes are stirred up against Israel on all hands, and sudden calamity shall overtake it, followed by internal anarchy.

Isaiah 10:1-4. The kingdom being hopelessly corrupt cannot stand when attacked.

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 5-6

The Assyrian Invasion and its Sequel
This is one of the finest of Isaiah's prophecies. The subject is the advance against Jerusalem of the arrogant Assyrian conqueror, who meets with a sudden check and is foiled when his triumph is apparently secure. Then with Jehovah's interposition for the deliverance of Zion is connected a forecast of the reign of the Messianic king (Isaiah 11:1-10). The occasion to which the prophecy probably refers is Sennacherib's famous invasion in the reign of Hezekiah, 701 b.c. (36, 37; 2 Kings 18:13 to 2 Kings 19:36), but some scholars place it earlier, in the time of the preceding Assyrian king, Sargon. The cities referred to in Isaiah 10:9 were captured between 740 and 717 b.c., so that the Assyrian king's boast must at least be later than 717 b.c. It may be true that the line of march which Sennacherib followed was not identical with that which the prophet represents the invader as taking in Isaiah 10:28-32 but Isaiah speaks before the event, and naturally thinks of the Assyrians as approaching Jerusalem by the usual route from the N.; he is drawing a vivid imaginative picture of the threatening danger, and expresses his confident expectation of a wonderful deliverance through a sudden discomfiture of the foe (Isaiah 10:16-19; Isaiah 33, 34). The same remarkable anticipation is a feature of Isaiah's other utterances at this crisis (Isaiah 14:25; Isaiah 17:13-14; Isaiah 33, Isaiah 37:6-7, Isaiah 37:29-35) and it received a startling fulfilment (Isaiah 37:36-37).

Isaiah 10:5-11. The Assyrian, though proud of his conquests, is but the instrument of divine punishment.

12-19. and when God's purposes have been accomplished through him he shall be punished for his pride.

20-27. The faithful remnant of God's people, therefore, need not fear. 

28-34. Though his advance towards Jerusalem seems irresistible, the Assyrian will meet with a sudden discomfiture.

Isaiah 11:1-10. The future king of David's line and the nature of his kingdom.

11-16. God's people shall be restored to their own land and reunited.

Isaiah 12. Two hymns of the redeemed. 

1-3. A hymn of joy in the deliverance Jehovah has wrought. 

4-6. A hymn of praise for God's mighty deeds, which have manifested His glory to all the world.

Verses 5-34
5. And the staff in their hand] RV 'the staff in whose hand': Jehovah speaks, declaring the Assyrian the minister of His wrath.

6. Hypocritical] RV 'profane.' Nation.. people] not merely referring to Judah, but to be understood generally: the Assyrian has been commissioned in the divine providence to punish godless nations. Similarly in later history Christians recognised Attila as 'the scourge of God.'

7-11. The spirit of the Assyrian is represented; he has no idea of his mission, but is fired by ambition and pride of conquest.

8. Altogether] RV 'all of them.'

9. The places named were all captured by the Assyrians under Tiglath-pileser, Shalmaneser, or Sargon; Calno (a Chaldean city, cp. Genesis 10:10) in 738 b.c., Carchemish (on the W. bank of the Euphrates) in 717; Hamath (on the Orontes, in early times the Hivite capital) in 720; Arpad (near Hamath, with which it is always coupled in OT.) in 740; Samaria (capital of Israel) in 722; Damascus (capital of Syria) in 732. The mention of the last two cities amongst the Assyrian conquests shows that at this time Isaiah's prophecy in Isaiah 8:4 had been fulfilled.

10, 11 The Assyrian's argument is—how can Jerusalem, with fewer gods to protect it, hope to hold out successfully?

12. Work] i.e. of judgment, or punishment.

13. People] RV 'peoples.' I have put down] RV 'I have brought down as a valiant man them that sit on thrones.'
14. The helplessness of the world before the Assyrians is vividly imaged. Left] RV 'forsaken.' Peeped] RV 'chirped': cp. Isaiah 8:19.

15. The prophet now speaks in indignant retort to the vainglorious boasting of the Assyrian; how can he, being but an instrument of providence, exalt himself against Jehovah?

As if the rod, etc.] RV 'as if a rod should shake them that lift it up, or as if a staff should lift up him that is not wood.'

16. The two figures of famine and fire are used to express the destruction of the Assyrian host. 

17. The light of Israel] i.e. Jehovah, who, while He gives light to His own people, at the same time consumes their enemies (Isaiah 29:6-7; Isaiah 30:27; Isaiah 33:14). In one day] Isaiah anticipates a sudden catastrophe for the Assyrians (Isaiah 10:32-34).

18. A standardbearer fainteth] RV 'a sick man pineth away.'

19. Rest] RV 'remnant' (of the Assyrian armies).

20-23. The divine judgment will have a purifying effect on Judah; a remnant shall escape (Isaiah 1:9; Isaiah 6:13) who shall be truly devoted to Jehovah.

20. Upon him that smote them] i.e. the Assyrian, on whose help Ahaz relied (Isaiah 7:20).

21. Characteristic teaching of Isaiah, which he had embodied in the symbolic name Shear-jashub ('a remnant shall return'), given to his son (Isaiah 7:3). It is noteworthy that in this same verse there occurs also the divine title 'Mighty God,' which the prophet had ascribed to the Messianic king (Isaiah 9:6). 

22. Yet a remnant] RV 'only a remnant.' The consumption, etc.] RV 'a consumption' (i.e. judgment) 'is determined, overflowing with righteousness.'

24. He shall smite, etc.] RV 'though he smite,' etc. After the manner, etc.] alluding to the oppressive cruelty of Pharaoh.

25. Cease] RV 'be accomplished.' God's indignation against His people will be appeased after their punishment, and His anger will then turn to the destruction of their enemies.

26. Scourge for him] i.e. for the Assyrian. According to] RV 'as in.' The slaughter of Midian is also referred to as a typical deliverance in Isaiah 9:4. His rod] i.e. Jehovah's, contrasted with the Assyrian oppressor's rod (Isaiah 10:24). As the Egyptian oppression was followed by the exodus, so the Assyrian oppression is to be succeeded by a similarly striking deliverance.

27. Because of the anointing] i.e. because of the anointed king of David's house to which God has promised a lasting kingdom. But RV 'by reason of fatness.' A new metaphor. Judah is compared to a bullock which grows so fat and strong that a yoke can no longer be imposed upon it. A conjectural emendation by Robertson Smith makes the last sentence of this v. read, 'There cometh up from the north the destroyer.'

28-32. The prophet reverts to the present. The Assyrian advance and consequent panic vividly portrayed.

28. The towns mentioned are all to the N. of Jerusalem. Passed to] RV 'passed through.'

Hath laid up, etc.] RV 'layeth up his bag-gage': cp. 1 Samuel 17:20. Carriage is used in AV for 'things carried.'

29. Passage] RV 'pass.'

30. Cause it to be heard, etc.] RV 'hearken, O Laishah,' viz. to the noise of the approaching armies. O poor Anathoth] RM 'Answer her, O Anathoth.'

31. Is removed] RV 'is a fugitive.' Gather themselves to flee] rather, 'save their households by flight': cp. Exodus 9:19.

32-34. Arrived within sight of Jerusalem, and threatening the city, the Assyrian meets with sudden disaster.

32. RV 'This very day shall he halt at Nob, he shaketh his hand at the mount,' etc.

33. Haughty, etc.] RV 'lofty shall be brought low.'

34. The figure is the same as in Isaiah 10:17-19. The Assyrians are to fall like a forest that is hewn down. Note close connexion with Isaiah 11.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-16
1. Rod out of the stem] RV 'shoot out of the stock,' implying that the tree has been cut down. The Assyrians have been compared in the vv. preceding to cedars, which when felled throw out no fresh suckers; now the house of David is likened to an oak whose life remains in it after it has been cut down (Isaiah 6:13). From the royal family of Judah, though it may seem ruined, is to spring the ideal Ruler in the future. It has been already implied (Isaiah 9:7), and is here expressly stated, that the Messiah is to be of the house of David (Micah 5:2).

2. Leaving the figure Isaiah here indicates the character of the future Ruler. The gifts of the divine Spirit bestowed upon Him are arranged in three pairs, the first pair indicating perfection of intellectual endowment, the second pair full possession of a ruler's practical qualities, and the third referring to the religious spirit which is to crown and direct all other gifts.

3. Make him of quick understanding] RV 'his delight shall be in the fear of Jehovah,' i.e. when He sees it in others. Not judge, etc.] i.e. by appearances or hearsay. 

4. The ideal Ruler combines mercy and judgment (Psalms 101:1). With the rod of his mouth] The power ascribed to the word of Messiah is a striking feature (Isaiah 49:2; Zechariah 9:10), and suggests a superhuman personality (Hosea 6:5). 

5. The girdle] stands for readiness for action—He shall be always ready for righteousness and faithfulness.

6. From the person and character of the Ruler Isaiah now passes on to the effects of His rule. Evil having been eradicated from human society, there will be a corresponding regeneration of the rest of creation (Isaiah 65:25; Romans 8:19.). 

8. Cockatrice] RV 'basilisk,' or 'adder' (RM): probably the great yellow viper common in Palestine. 

9. My holy mountain] i.e. Zion wonderfully transformed according to the prophecy in Isaiah 2:2 (Zechariah 14:10-11).

10. RV 'And it shall come to pass in that day, that the root of Jesse, which standeth for an ensign of the people, unto him shall the nations seek.' Root of Jesse] the same as the shoot growing from the root (Isaiah 11:1). The great scion of the house of David is not only to be king of Israel, but the nations of the world shall rally to him. Seek] i.e. resort, a word specially used of resorting for prayer (Isaiah 55:6) or of consulting oracles (Isaiah 8:19; Isaiah 19:3). Rest] i.e. resting-place: referring to Jerusalem, the seat of the royal house.

11. Next the prophet speaks of the restoration of the dispersed Israelites from their exile in the various kingdoms by which Judah was surrounded. The second time] The first time was at the Mosaic exodus. Recover] RM 'purchase': cp. Exodus 15:16. Pathros] upper, or southern, Egypt. Cush] Ethiopia, still further S. (Isaiah 18:1; Isaiah 37:9). Elam] the country at the head of the Persian Gulf. Shinar] i.e. Babylonia.

Hamath] see on Isaiah 10:9. Islands of the sea] a phrase found here only in Isaiah 1-39, but several times in Isaiah 40-66. It denotes the islands of, and lands bordering upon, the Mediterranean Sea, and sometimes stands for distant countries generally.

13. A further feature of Messiah's sign. The bitter feeling between the N. kingdom and Judah (Isaiah 9:21) shall cease. The adversaries of] RV 'they that vex.'

14. The reunited people will be victorious over their old enemies, the tribes immediately surrounding Palestine. Shoulders] 'shoulder,' i.e. side or border, as in Joshua 15:8, Joshua 15:10, Joshua 15:11. Them of the east] lit. 'the children of the east,' i.e. the Bedouin Arabs: Judges 6:8; 2 Chronicles 21:16.

15. 16. Isaiah pictures a miraculous deliverance of the exiles parallel to the former deliverance from Egypt. The tongue, etc.] i.e. the Gulf of Akaba. Tongue is used for an arm of the sea as in Joshua 15:2; Joshua 18:19. The river] i.e. Euphrates. In the seven] RV 'into seven.'

An highway] i.e. a raised road such as Eastern monarchs made for the passage of their armies (Isaiah 19:23; Isaiah 49:11). It was] RV 'there was.'

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-6
1. The thanksgiving that now follows is the counterpart of the hymn of praise sung after the passage of the Red Sea (Exodus 15), and is partly based upon it. Some scholars doubt its Isaianic authorship and date it after the return from exile.

3. Draw water] Under a figure it is indicated that there shall be a continual supply of divine protection and deliverance. Or, if we follow the Talmud, there may be an allusion to the ceremonial of the Feast of Tabernacles, on the last day of which water was drawn from the pool of Siloam by the priests and poured at the altar of burnt-offering (see John 7:37). 

5. He hath done excellent things] from Exodus 15:1, 'triumphed gloriously,' the same word. This is known] RV 'let this be known.'

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-22
1. Burden] The corresponding verb means 'to lift up' (a) a load, (b) the voice (cp. Isaiah 3:7; Isaiah 42:2, Isaiah 42:11), used of Balaam lifting up his voice in oracular utterance (Numbers 24:3, Numbers 24:15, Numbers 24:23). Hence the noun signifies an utterance, or oracle (e.g. 2 Kings 9:25), and is often prefixed, as here, to prophetic utterances (Zechariah 9:1; Zechariah 12:1; Proverbs 31:1). Since it is often applied to threatening utterances, the meaning of 'burden' is also suitable. In Jeremiah 23:33 there is a play on the two meanings of the word.

2. Banner] RV 'ensign,' i.e. a signal for the mustering of distant armies (Isaiah 5:26). High] RV 'bare,' i.e. without trees; upon such a mountain the signal would be clearly seen. Unto them] i.e. the people whom the prophet has in mind, though they have not yet been mentioned.

Shake the hand] the threatening gesture of besiegers (Isaiah 10:32). 

3. Sanctified ones] RV 'consecrated ones,' i.e. warriors. The thought may be that the war is a holy one, Babylon's destroyers being the ministers of Jehovah's vengeance.

4. The prophet hears the noise of the armies assembling at the signal (Isaiah 13:2). Of the battle] RV 'for the battle.'

6. The Almighty] Heb. Shaddai, a name of God frequent in the Pentateuch, and belong-to the pre-Mosaic revelation (Exodus 6:3); it is not often found in the prophets, and when it occurs the severe and awful aspect of the divine nature is the more prominent one (Joel 1:15; Ezekiel 1:24; Ezekiel 10:5).

8. As flames] RV 'faces of flame,' i.e. flushed with agitation.

10. The day of Jehovah is accompanied by signs in the heavens as in Joel 2:10, Joel 2:31; Joel 3:15; Zephaniah 1:14, Zephaniah 1:15. Such language need not be understood literally, but vividly expresses a time of terror and dismay. 

12. Precious] RV 'rare'; the slaughter will be so great that few men will be left (Isaiah 24:6). Golden wedge] RV 'pure gold'; the gold of Ophir was most esteemed.

13. See a similar description Haggai 2:6. The prophets are carried in thought beyond the particular political convulsion in view to the final overthrow of all that is hostile to God.

14. RV 'And it shall come to pass that as,' etc. That no man taketh up] i.e. without a shepherd. They shall.. turn] i.e. the settlers in Babylon, either taken captive from other countries, or resorting thither for trade (Jeremiah 50:16), will, on the overthrow of the city, disperse to their own lands. 

15. The reason for the hurried flight of Isaiah 13:14 the fall of the city will be accompanied by indiscriminate slaughter.

Joined unto them] i.e. by colonisation. But RV 'taken,' not having been able to make good his escape. 

16. The atrocities referred to frequently accompanied the sack of a city (2 Kings 8:12; Hosea 10:14; Hosea 13:16).

17. The invaders of Babylon are here first mentioned by name, though the prophet has had them in mind from Isaiah 13:2. The Medes had settled in the district SW. of the Caspian Sea, and are mentioned in Assyrian annals from Sargon's time onwards (cp. 2 Kings 17:6; 2 Kings 18:11): see intro. to this section. Shall not regard] i.e. they are not to be turned aside by bribes.

18. Bows] The Medes were noted archers (Jeremiah 51:11). 

19. Excellency] RV 'pride.'

20. Make their fold] RV 'make their flocks to lie down.' A more terrible desolation awaits Babylon than that which had been foretold for Judah (Isaiah 7:21, Isaiah 7:25).

21. Doleful creatures] probably owls. Owls] RV 'ostriches.' Satyrs] i.e. uncanny creatures, or demons (so Targum, LXX, and Syr.), such as were thought by the Jews to haunt ruins and desert places: cp. Luke 11:24. But as the other names in the context stand for animals many prefer to render, 'he-goats' (RM, Vulg.).

22. The wild.. houses] RV 'wolves shall cry in their castles.' Dragons] RV 'jackals.' The anticipation of the utter ruin of Babylon has been literally fulfilled. In 538 b.c. it was captured by the Medes and Persians under Cyrus; and, though its glory lingered for a time, it died away before the beginning of the Christian era, and Babylon is now, and has long been, only a heap of ruins.

Verses 1-23

The Judgment of Babylon and its King
This is the first of a series of prophecies dealing mainly with foreign nations. Its subject is Babylon, where the Jews are represented as undergoing exile, from which they are about to be delivered (Isaiah 14:1-3) owing to the capture of Babylon by the Medes (Isaiah 13:17). The historical setting of the prophecy is thus much later than the age of Isaiah, in whose time the Assyrians were the great-enemies of God's people. On this ground most modern scholars regard this section as non-Isaianic, and date it during the Babylonian exile. As the Medes alone (not Cyrus and the Persians) are mentioned as the instruments used by God in the deliverance of His people, the prophecy must be dated before 549 b.c., the year in which Cyrus overthrew the Medes, who afterwards were united with him in the conquest of Babylon (538 b.c)..

Isaiah 13:1. Title prefixed to the section.

2-18. Hostile hosts are mustered to carry out Jehovah's purpose of judgment against Babylon, 

19-22. with the result that it shall be utterly desolate.

Isaiah 14:1-3. The deliverance of captive Israel.

4-20. A song of triumph over the king of Babylon. 1st scene: Hades, where the spirit of the vainglorious monarch is brought low (4-15). 2nd scene: The battle-field, where his dishonoured corpse lies with the slain (16-20). 

21-23. The completeness of Babylon's overthrow.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-32
1. Strangers] The thought of the voluntary adhesion of strangers is prominent in the later chapters of the book (Isaiah 44:5; Isaiah 55:5; Isaiah 60:5).

2. People] RV 'peoples.' Similar anticipations are found in Isaiah 49:22; Isaiah 60:10; Isaiah 61:5 : these were in some measure fulfilled in the time of Ezra: Ezra 1:1-4; Ezra 6:7, Ezra 6:8.

4. Proverb] RV 'parable' (Habakkuk 2:6), or 'taunting-song.' The King] Nabonidus was king of Babylon from 555 till its fall 549 b.c. Golden city] rather, RM, 'exactress,' or 'raging one.'

7. The nations rejoice in the peace which follows the fall of their oppressor.

9. The spirit of the dead king of Babylon is greeted by the shades in Hades. The dead] lit. 'feeble ones'; the word is used in Heb. for disembodied spirits (Psalms 88:10). It hath raised, etc.] In Hades the dead monarchs are conceived as retaining some shadow of their former greatness: cp. Ezekiel 32:21. n. The grave] RV 'hell,' as in Ezekiel 32:9 i.e. Hades.

12. The fall of the mighty king is compared, first, to the fall of the bright star of dawn from the sky, then, by a sudden change of figure, to the felling of a great tree. Lucifer] RV 'day-star.' Weaken] RV 'lay low.'

13. The arrogant self-deification here put into the mouth of the Babylonian king finds a parallel in some of the Assyrian inscriptions.

Mount, etc.] not Zion, as many ancient commentators explain, comparing Psalms 48:2, but the mount in the far N. where the gods are imagined to reside—the Babylonian Olympus: cp. Ezekiel 28:12-14. Sides] RV 'uttermost parts,' and so in Isaiah 14:15.

16. The scene now shifts to the battle-field, where men gaze upon the dishonoured corpse of the dead king. 

18. Lie] RV 'sleep.' In his own house] i.e. in a tomb of his own.

19. An abominable branch] i.e. a blighted branch cut off from a tree and left to rot upon the ground. And as the raiment.. slain] RV 'clothed with the slain.' The king's corpse lies under heaps of the slain on the field of defeat. The stones of the pit] referring to stones flung together in a hastily-made grave on the battle-field.

20. Shalt not be joined, etc.] To be excluded from burial was the extremest disgrace for a king: Jeremiah 22:19; 2 Chronicles 21:20; 2 Chronicles 24:25. with them] i.e. the honourably buried kings (Isaiah 14:18).

Shall.. renowined] RV 'shall not be named for ever'; a similar curse is pronounced on Jehoiachin (Jeremiah 22:30). The taunt-song ends with this verse, and in Isaiah 14:21-23 the prophet speaks in his own person.

21. With cities] as emblems of their dominion. 

22. Nephew] RV 'son's son.'

23. Pools of water] The works of irrigation connected with the Euphrates being destroyed the land would become a morass. This, in fact, happened after the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus.

Verses 24-27

The Destruction of the Power of Assyria
A short section belonging to the same period as Isaiah 10:5 to Isaiah 12:6 (cp. Isaiah 14:25 with Isaiah 10:27); the subject is the overthrow of the Assyrian invader, and the prophecy was literally fulfilled in the destruction of Sennacherib's army.

24-27. It is Jehovah's sworn and unalterable purpose to destroy the Assyrian power, that his burdensome rule over Judah and the nations may cease.

25. Upon my mountains] i.e. the mountains of Judah (Isaiah 49:11; Isaiah 65:9). 26. All the nations] Jehovah's merciful purpose embraces not only His own people, but the nations generally.

Verses 28-32

Warning to the Philistines
This prophecy is assigned, in the title prefixed to it, to the year that king Ahaz died (728 b.c.). The Philistines are represented as exulting over the death of their oppressor, but are warned that their joy is premature, for worse times are in store for them. The oppressor of Philistia referred to may be (1) Ahaz, whose death may have formed the occasion of the utterance, or, more probably, (2) Tiglathpileser, whose ally Ahaz had been; in that case Sargon and Sennacherib are indicated by the cockatrice and fiery serpent (Isaiah 14:29), each one proving more terrible and formidable to the nations of Western Asia than his predecessor.

The joy of Philistia is premature, for, though apparently broken, the Assyrian power will recover and become more formidable than before (Isaiah 14:29). While Judah escapes, Philistia will suffer from famine and sword (30), and the smoke on the horizon already marks the invader's approach (31). Philistine ambassadors arrived in Judah to arrange a defensive alliance; the prophet's answer is an expression of confidence in Jehovah, who has promised safety to Zion (32).

29. Thou, whole Palestina] RV 'O Philistia, all of thee.' Rod of him, etc.] RV 'rod that smote.' The rod symbolises the Assyrian power, as in Isaiah 10:24. Serpent's root, etc.] Each species mentioned is more deadly than the preceding, the fiery serpent being the worst of all (Isaiah 30:6; Numbers 21:6); the serpent also symbolises Assyria in Isaiah 27:1.

30. Firstborn of the poor] i.e. the very poor, those inheriting a double portion (Deuteronomy 21:17) of poverty. The reference is to the people of Judah, who, though afflicted, shall escape, whereas of the Philistines will be left no remnant to return. 

31. Thou.. dissolved] RV 'thou art melted away, O Philistia, all of thee.' The north] the way by which the invader would naturally approach. Shall be alone in] RV 'standeth aloof at.' The meaning is that no soldier is missing from the ranks of the enemy. 

32. Trust] RV 'take refuge.'

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-9
1. Burden] see on Isaiah 13:1. Because.. night] RV 'For in a night.' Ar of Moab] i.e. city of Moab. The capital (Numbers 22:36; Joshua 13:16) is doubtless meant. The places referred to in the chapter are in Moabite territory. Silence] RV 'nought.' Kir] probably Kerak, a fortress on the Dead Sea. 

2. He is gone, etc.] i.e. the Moabite people. Bajith] 'the house,' i.e. the temple of the Moabite deity, Chemosh. Dibon] here the Moabite Stone, with inscription by king Mesha (2 Kings 3:4), was found in 1869. Nebo] not the mountain (Deuteronomy 34:1), but a Moabite city in its vicinity, thought to be called after the deity of the same name. Baldness, etc.] in token of mourning. Heshbon, Elealeh] neighbouring hill-towns of Moab.

4. His life, etc.] RV 'his soul trembleth within him.'

5. Fugitives] RV 'her nobles.' An heifer of three years old] i.e. not broken in: implying that the place was hitherto impregnable. Places are thus sometimes compared to animals (Jeremiah 46:20; Hosea 4:16; Hosea 10:11). Most modern scholars, however, understand the words as a proper name 'to Eglath-shelishiyah '(RV). Mounting up] RV 'ascent': the prophet sees the ascent of Luhith crowded with weeping fugitives.

6. Shall be desolate] because they have been stopped at the source (2 Kings 3:19, 2 Kings 3:25). Hay.. grass] RV 'grass.. tender grass.'

7. The brook of the willows] Evidently mentioned as the boundary of the land and generally identified with the brook Zered (Numbers 21:2; Deuteronomy 2:13). The fugitives are pictured as carrying their possessions to the border for safety. 

8. The cry] i.e. of destruction (Isaiah 15:5). No part of the land escapes. 

9. The waters of Dimon] i.e. the Axnon. Dimon is probably a symbolical variation for Dibon, adopted because the sound of it suggests blood (dam). Lions] perhaps to be understood literally (2 Kings 17:25), or it may stand metaphorically for invading foes: Jeremiah 4:7; Jeremiah 5:6.

Verses 1-14

Moab's Calamity and the Way of Escape
This section consists of two parts: (a) Isaiah 15:1;—Isaiah 16:12, a prophecy announcing that a great disaster is about to fall upon Moab, and (b) Isaiah 16:13-14, a short appendix in which Isaiah affirms the speedy fulfilment of the foregoing prophecy. The first part is not necessarily by Isaiah, and may have been uttered earlier than his time; much of it is also quoted by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 48:1-47). Cp. Isaiah 2:2-4, where there is reason to suppose that an earlier prophecy has been used by both Isaiah and Micah. The Moabites inhabited the elevated land E. of the Dead Sea, and though a people. related by blood to Israel, the mutual relations of the two nations were hostile from the time of Saul onwards. Saul fought against them (1 Samuel 14:47), and David overcame them (2 Samuel 8:2). Ahab oppressed them and exacted tribute (2 Kings 3:4, confirmed by king Mesha of Moab in the inscription known as the Moabite Stone); but after his death the Moabites threw off the Israelite yoke (2 Kings 1:1; 2 Kings 3:5, Moabite Stone), and Jehoram's efforts to maintain his authority over them were ineffectual (2 Kings 3:6-27). The exact date of the prophecy is uncertain, but the enemy who will inflict the coming calamity upon Moab is the Assyrian king, either Sargon or Sennacherib, referred to, perhaps, in Isaiah 15:9 under the figure of a lion.

Isaiah 15:1-9. Calamity is imminent for Moab; the terror and flight of her people.

Isaiah 16:1-5. A condition of safety indicated. Let Moab acknowledge the suzerainty of Judah (Isaiah 15:1-3); Zion will shelter her fugitives (4), for to Zion the promise of the Messianic king has been given (5). 

6-12. Moab's proud spirit prevents her from accepting the condition. Desolation therefore awaits her land. 

13, 14. The above prophecy had been delivered at an earlier period. Isaiah affirms that it shall speedily be fulfilled.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-14
1. RV 'Send ye the lambs for the ruler of the land from Sela which is toward the wilderness,' etc. Mesha, king of Moab, had rendered to Israel tribute of lambs and rams (2 Kings 3:4). The prophet here bids the Moabites send tribute to Judah and thus secure protection by renewing their allegiance to God's people; or perhaps in this v. the Moabite chiefs are pictured as exhorting one another to this step. From Sela] in Edom, where the fugitive Moabites have taken refuge. 

2. Timid and not knowing which way to take, the people are gathered at the Arnon preparatory to migrating.

3. An appeal from the Moabites to Zion that she will interpose and shelter the fugitives. Take counsel] 'bringcounsel,'i.e. give us advice. Execute judgment] 'make a decision,' by interposing between us and our oppressors.

4. The appeal to Zion continued. Read, 'Let mine outcasts dwell with thee (Zion); as for Moab, be thou (Judah) a covert,' etc. The reason follows why safety may be sought at Zion—because of the peace to be enjoyed there under the rule of the Messianic king (Isaiah 16:5), the establishment of whose kingdom is, in the prophet's view, to follow upon the destruction of the Assyrians. 

5. Hasting righteousness] RV 'swift to do righteousness': cp. Isaiah 11:4, Isaiah 11:5.

6. The pride] which prevented Moab from accepting conditions: the same national failing is alluded to Isaiah 25:11 (cp. Zephaniah 2:8). But his lies, etc.] RV 'his boastings are nought.'

7. Foundations] RV 'raisin-cakes': cp. Hosea 3:1. The trade in these would cease through the desolation of the vineyards.

Kirhareseth] named in 2 Kings 3:25 as a strong fortress.

8. The lords, etc.] RM 'her choice plants did break down the lords of nations,' alluding to the strength of the wine of Sibmah.

Principal] RV 'choice.' Are come.. through.. are stretched out, they are gone over] RV 'reached.. into.. were spread abroad, they passed.' The words describe the area over which the cultivation of the vine extended in Moab, but which is now desolate; or perhaps the language used in this v. may be used figuratively to express the wide extent of Moabite influence: cp. Psalms 80:8, etc.

9. With the weeping of Jazer] i.e. with sorrow as genuine as that of the Moabites themselves. For the shouting, etc.] RV 'for upon thy summer fruits and upon thy harvest the battle shout is fallen.'

11. My bowels] regarded as the seat of the emotions (Jeremiah 31:20). The speaker is probably Jehovah, as in Isaiah 16:10 (Isaiah 63:15).

12. RV 'And it shall come to pass, when Moab presenteth himself, when he wearieth himself upon the high place, and shall come to his sanctuary to pray, that he shall not prevail.' The allusion is to the worship of the national deity, Chemosh.

13. Since that time] RV 'in time past.' The expression may denote a previous time in the speaker's life (2 Samuel 15:34), or a more distant past (Isaiah 44:8).

14. The years of an hireling] i.e. definitely reckoned, with no grace allowed. Feeble] RV 'of no account.'

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-11

Judgment on Syeia and Israel
This section is headed,' oracle concerning Damascus,' but its subject is in fact wider; it treats of the impending ruin not only of Syria, but also of Ephraim, i.e. the kingdom of Israel (Isaiah 17:3). This connexion of Ephraim with Syria is best explained by the alliance of the two kingdoms against Judah (Isaiah 7:1-2). Isaiah here teaches (as in Isaiah 7:16; Isaiah 8:4) that they will both be completely overthrown, an anticipation which was literally fulfilled (Isaiah 10:9; 2 Kings 15:29; 2 Kings 16:9). The date of this prophecy would thus be subsequent to the formation of the Syro-Ephraimite alliance (i.e. the reign of Jotham in Judah, 2 Kings 15:37), and some time before the capture of Damascus by the Assyrians (732 b.c.).

1-3. The imminent ruin of Damascus, in which Israel also will be involved. 

4-6. The state to which Israel will be reduced figuratively set forth. 

7, 8. The spiritual effect of the chastisement. 

9-11. The cause of it—desertion of Jehovah for foreign deities, who cannot help in the day of calamity.

1. Burden] see on Isaiah 13:1. 

2. The cities of Aroer] This Aroer is probably the one in Gad (Joshua 13:25), and the reference is to the cities belonging to the kingdom of Israel on the E. of Jordan. Some ancient versions, however, read, 'the cities are forsaken for ever.'

3. And the remnant, etc.] RM 'and the remnant of Syria shall be as,' etc. As the glory] explained in Isaiah 13:4-6, where it is shown that the glory of Israel shall pass away.

4-6. By three separate figures the gloomy prospects of Israel are set forth: (a) that of an emaciated body, Isaiah 17:4; (b) that of a harvest field that is reaped, Isaiah 17:5; (c) that of vines or olives when the fruit is gathered, Isaiah 17:6. The teaching is characteristic of Isaiah, for the figures imply that for Israel, as for Judah (Isaiah 4:3; Isaiah 6:13; Isaiah 7:3) there shall be a remnant. 

5. As he that gathereth] RV 'as when one gleaneth.'

Valley of Rephaim] SW. of Jerusalem (Joshua 15:8).

8. Groves] Heb. Asherim (RV). These were symbols of the Canaanite goddess Asherah. The symbol seems to have been a pole, treetrunk, or carved pillar (Deuteronomy 16:21; 2 Kings 21:7), erected near an altar (Judges 6:25). Images] RV 'sun-images,' pillars dedicated to the sun-god.

9. As a forsaken, etc.] RV 'as the forsaken places in the wood and on the mountain top, which were forsaken from before the children of Israel.' LXX, however, reads, 'forsaken places of the Amorites and the Hivites which were forsaken,' etc. The sense is that Israel shall be punished with a desolation like that which the former inhabitants experienced at the hands of the Israelites. 

10. Rock] a title of Jehovah (Isaiah 30:29; Deuteronomy 32:4). Shalt thou plant.. shalt set] RV 'plantest.. settest.' This is a metaphor of the foreign worships so carefully introduced.

Verses 12-14

Discomfiture of the Assyrians
A short prophecy, in which Isaiah foretells sudden disaster for the Assyrian invaders; it is parallel to Isaiah 14:24-27,; belongs to the same period.

12-13. The Assyrian hosts advance against Judah, but are suddenly dispersed in a single night.

12. Read, 'Ah, the uproar of many peoples, which roar like the roaring of the seas; and the rushing,' etc. Many people] The Assyrian army was recruited from many nations.

13. Rolling thing] RV 'whirling dust': cp. Psalms 83:13. 

14. Specially fulfilled in the destruction of Sennacherib's army (Isaiah 37:36).

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-7

Ethiopia Reassured
Isaiah here addresses the Ethiopians, who, agitated at the advance of the Assyrians west-ward, were sending ambassadors to other states to organise resistance. He foretells the sudden overthrow of the Assyrians, as in Isaiah 10:28-34; Isaiah 14:24-27; Isaiah 17:12-14 and this prophecy should accordingly be grouped with those, as relating to Sennacherib's great invasion in the reign of Hezekiah,701 b.c.

1-3. The Ethiopians need not be anxious, but are bidden, with all nations, to watch.

4-6. For Jehovah will interpose and utterly ruin the Assyrian plans. 

7. On witnessing the deliverance, Ethiopia will render homage to Jehovah.

1. RV 'Ah, the land of the rustling of wings,' probably alluding to the buzzing swarms of flies characteristic of Ethiopia (the land between the Upper Nile and the Red Sea and Arabian Gulf), but some see a reference to the disk with wings, which appears in ancient Egyptian paintings as a symbol of Ethiopian sovereignty.

2. Vessels of bulrushes] i.e. made of papyrus, such as are still in use on the Nile. Omit saying and understand the exhortation Go ye, etc., as addressed by the prophet to the Ethiopian ambassadors, bidding them return home and prepare their nation, not for war, but to be spectators (Isaiah 18:3) of what follows. A nation scattered, etc.] AV implies that the reference is to Judah; but we should doubtless take it as referring to the Ethiopians, and read, 'a nation tall and. smooth.. that meteth out and treadeth down, whose land the rivers divide' (RV). Notice in all these short prophecies the familiarity of Isaiah, not only with the physical features of the different countries, but with their national characteristics: cp. Isaiah 16:6; Isaiah 19.

4. The v. vividly depicts the calmness of Jehovah in contrast to the unrest amongst the nations. Like.. herbs] RM 'when there is clear heat in sunshine.'

5. When the bud.. flower] RV 'when the blossom is over and the flower becometh a ripening grape.' The Assyrian plans are maturing (under apparently favourable conditions, Isaiah 18:4), but just as they become ripe they are suddenly marred. The sudden overthrow of the Assyrians is similarly foretold, Isaiah 10:17; Isaiah 14:25; Isaiah 17:13. Leaving the figure, the prophet refers to the corpses of the slain.

7. A people scattered] Correct the rendering as in Isaiah 18:2.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-25

The Judgment, on Egypt
A prophecy concerning Egypt, probably belonging to the same period as Isaiah 18, and designed to show the speedy collapse of Egypt's power, on which a strong political party in Judah in Hezekiah's reign had placed their hopes (see Intro.). Sargon defeated the Egyptians at Raphia in 720 b.c., and the prophet in Isaiah 19:2-3 may refer to the anarchy and confusion consequent upon that overthrow. At any rate, he shows a remarkable acquaintance both with the country and the people of Egypt.

1-10. The impending calamity of Egypt.

11-15. Its helplessness at the crisis.

16-25. The outcome of the judgment: (a) a state of terror (16, 17); (b) recognition of Jehovah (18-22); (c) followed by a call to share the blessings of God's chosen people (23-25).

1. Burden] see on Isaiah 13:1. Rideth] cp. Psalms 18:9, Psalms 18:10. The strength of Egypt is broken at Jehovah's approach. 

2. Civil war rages between the petty princes of lower Egypt.

4. The Assyrian monarch Sargon may be the cruel lord in the prophet's thoughts; he defeated the Egyptians more than once (720, 711, b.c.).

6. RV 'And the rivers shall stink; the streams of Egypt shall be minished and dried up.'

7. RV 'The meadows by the Nile, by the brink of the Nile,' etc. 

8. With the failure of the river the occupation of the fishermen will be gone. Brooks] RV 'Nile.'

9. Networks] RV 'white cloth.'

10. RV 'And her pillars shall be broken in pieces, all they that work for hire shall be grieved in soul.' Pillars] i.e. the foundations of society (Psalms 11:3), or principal men (Galatians 2:9).

11. Zoan] or Tanis, in the Delta. 

12. The first proof of their folly; they cannot foresee the future. 

13. A. second proof, by ill-judged counsel they have brought about disaster.

Noph] i.e. Memphis, a chief city of Lower Egypt. Stay] RV 'corner stone': cp. Zechariah 10:4. 

15. Branch] RV 'palm branch': cp. Zechariah 9:14 the expressions in the v. are figurative of all classes of society. 

16. In that day] the Day of God's judgment. 

17. Egypt is filled with terror at the mention of Judah, because of Judah's God.

18. Five] a small number. Language of Canaan] Hebrew. Swear] i.e. swear allegiance. Shall be called] as deserving the name (Isaiah 1:26).

City of destruction] i.e. Heliopolis, the city of the sun (Irhacheres), but by a slight change in one letter (Irhaheres), the prophet symbolically indicates its fate—the place where the sun was worshipped will be destroyed. Somewhat similarly Beth-El ('house of God') is written Beth Aven ('house of nought'), Hosea 4:15, and Bosheth ('shame') stands for Baal (Jeremiah 11:13).

19. There will be visible signs of Egypt's allegiance to Jehovah. Pillar] or obelisk, such as were common in Egypt; the mark of a holy place.

20-22. Isaiah loots forward to a time when, instead of Egypt exercising an evil influence over the destiny of Judah, Judah shall be the means of spiritual blessing to Egypt.

23-25. The prophet in rapt vision sees the historic and traditional enemies of his nation joined with it in membership of one holy people of God, where all share equal privilege. A like wonderful catholic and missionary spirit is shown in Psalms 87.

Like Isaiah's other pictures of the ideal future, this prophecy (Isaiah 19:20-25) yet awaits its complete fulfilment. We may, however, trace partial and, as it were, preparatory fulfilments (a) in the influence of the Persian monarchy, which succeeded the Assyrian empire and did much for the spread of monotheism in the world. Cyrus himself, in his proclamations, recognised Jehovah as the God of heaven (Ezra 1:2); (b) the Jewish exiles in Egypt acted as leaven, and under the Ptolemies the Hebrew Scriptures were translated into Greek. Thus, in a wonderful manner was the way prepared for the extension of the gospel of Christ, and the bringing of the nations to the knowledge of the true God.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-6

Egypt's Captivity symbolised
This chapter is assigned in the title to the time when Sargon besieged Ashdod (711 b.c.). The Philistine city was at that time the centre of revolt. Sargon interposed and set up a new king, but the people were dissatisfied and substituted another; the siege and capture of Ashdod by the Assyrians followed. It seems that the Palestinian peoples who revolted against Assyria relied upon the support of Egypt. Isaiah, by putting on captive's garb, and walking the streets of Jerusalem for three years, indicates in a striking manner the vanity of their expectations.

2-6. Isaiah's striking action intended to symbolise the captivity of Egypt and Ethiopia, which would confound those who looked to them for aid.

1. Tartan] rather, 'the Tartan': the official title of the Assyrian commander-in-chief (2 Kings 18:17). Sargon] The only known mention of this monarch until modern times. Inscriptions have now thrown much light on his reign. He followed Shalmaneser (2 Kings 18:9) 722 b.c. and reigned till 705, when he was succeeded by Sennacherib.

2. Sackcloth] such as prophets sometimes wore (2 Kings 1:8; Zechariah 13:4). Naked, etc.] i.e. in the guise of a captive. Not only by word, but by action calculated to arrest attention, Isaiah strove to impress his message. Such symbolic actions were frequently performed by the prophets (1 Kings 11:30; Jeremiah 19:1.; Jeremiah 27:2). 

4. The prophet's strange action explained. 

6. Isle] RV 'coast-land,' referring especially to Philistia, which had been foremost in the revolt against Assyria. Flee] RV 'fled.'

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-10

Vision of Babylon's Fall
The subject of this section is the siege of Babylon, and the dismay with which the prophet receives tidings of its fall. The siege referred to can scarcely be the one at the close of the exile, as is maintained by many scholars, because (a) the prophet is much depressed at the thought of Babylon's fall, which he foresees will involve calamity for Judah (Isaiah 21:2-4, Isaiah 21:10); (b) distance from Babylon is presupposed (Isaiah 21:6-9); and (c) Assyrian researches have revealed three earlier sieges, in 710 by Sargon, and in 703 and 696 by Sennacherib. In 710 and 703 the king of Babylon was Merodach Baladan, who sent an embassy to Hezekiah (Isaiah 39:1), and whose immediate interests were identical with those of Hezekiah with whom he desired an alliance. This would account for the depression in this prophecy; in the capture of Babylon by the Assyrians, Isaiah sees a warning of the fate that may overtake Judah (Isaiah 21:10). The prophecy accordingly may be dated either after 710 or 703.

1-5. The prophet is filled with terror at a vision of the fall of Babylon. 

6-9. To the expectant prophet tidings of its fall is brought by a travelling caravan. 

10. His dismay because of the suffering involved for Judah.

1. Burden] see Isaiah 13:1. Desert of the sea] i.e. Babylonia: sea refers to the Euphrates, the word being used in Hebrew of a large river, as in Isaiah 19:5 of the Nile. South] the technical name for the S. of Judah, a region specially liable to tempests: Jeremiah 4:11-13; Hosea 13:15; Zechariah 9:14.

It cometh] i.e. the tidings conveyed in the prophet's vision. 

2. Treacherous dealer] i.e. the Assyrian (Isaiah 33:1). Go up, etc.] the command of the Assyrian to the tributaries serving in his army. Sighing thereof] i.e. caused by Babylon.

5. Prepare.. drink] read these verbs as present indicative, 'they prepare,' etc.; the Babylonian feast is at its height when the cry to arms is raised. Anoint the shield] Leather shields were greased before going to battle that the weapons of the enemy might glide off.

6. The prophet himself is the watchman.

7. RV 'And when he seeth a troop, horsemen in pairs, a troop of asses, a troop of camels, he shall hearken,' etc. 

8. RV 'cried as a lion.'

9. Just as he groans aloud in impatience, he sees a company approaching, and recognises that they are the bearers of the expected tidings.

10. Referring to Judah which has suffered much from the Assyrian invader already (Isaiah 10:5). The news of this fresh Assyrian victory over Babylon is distasteful, but the prophet must deliver his message.

Verse 11-12

The Fate of Edom
An oracle concerning Edom, here symbolically called Dumah ('silence'), because of the silence and desolation in store for it. The prophecy, like that which follows, refers to a time when the peoples concerned were in danger, probably from the Assyrians; and, as Sargon was waging war in these districts both in 720 and 711 b.c., the two prophecies may be referred to either of these years.

11, 12. To the enquiring Edomites the prophet gives enigmatic answer—while the immediate future looks bright, calamity is impending.

11. Seir] another name for Edom (Genesis 36:8; Deuteronomy 2:12). 

12. If ye will, etc.] suggesting the possibility of there being another answer at another time.

Verses 13-17

Judgment upon Arabia
This section concerns the N. Arabian tribes. For the occasion see prefatory note on Isaiah 21:11, Isaiah 21:12.

13-17. Owing to the incursions of the As Syrians the Dedanite caravans must take to flight, and other Arabian tribes shall share their fate.

13. In the forest, etc.] The trading caravans must turn from their route and hide themselves because of the invasion. Arabia] in OT. denotes the N. part of what we call Arabia.

Dedanim] a tribe dwelling near Edom (Ezekiel 27:15). 

14. The Edomites (inhabitants of.. Tema) succour the fugitives. Prevented, etc.] RV 'did meet the fugitives with their bread.'

16. According to the years, etc.] see Isaiah 16:14. Kedar] a general name for the tribes of N. Arabia (Psalms 120:5).

17. The forecast was fulfilled in the victories over the Arabian tribes by Sargon and Sennacherib, as related in their inscriptions.

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-14

Jerusalem Rebuked
A severe rebuke of the conduct of the people of Jerusalem in a time of calamity. The crisis refered to cannot be certainly identified. The difficulty in assigning the passage to Sennacherib's invasion (701 b.c.) is that other prophecies relating to it are marked by encouragement, not, as here, by a tone of rebuke. Perhaps the present prophecy should be dated 711, the time of Sargon's invasion.

1-7. The unworthy behaviour of the people of Jerusalem when attack is imminent.

8-11. Every measure is taken for defence except to turn to Jehovah. 

12-14. Instead of mourning, they give themselves to reckless revelry. Such conduct must bring destruction as its punishment.

1. Valley of vision] This expression in the title is evidently taken from Isaiah 22:5. It is generally understood to signify Jerusalem.

Housetops] the natural place of concourse (Judges 16:27). The city is apparently en fete (Isaiah 22:13).

2. The joy is the forced gaiety of despair (Isaiah 22:13). Slain] It is implied that they have died through famine. 

3. Which. . far] RV 'they fled afar off.'

4. Daughter] poetical personification of the people (Isaiah 10:32). 

5. By the Lord] RV 'from the Lord.' Valley of vision] Jerusalem may be so designated as being the home of prophetic vision. 

6. Elam.. Kir] peoples who furnished auxiliaries to the Assyrian army. Uncovered] took off its case in preparation for battle. 

7. Shall be.. shall set] RV 'were.. set.'

S. Discovered, etc.] RV 'took away the covering,' which concealed the danger from the people's eyes. Thou didst look] The people of Judah are addressed. Instead of looking to Jehovah for help, they rely wholly on their material resources. House of the forest] i.e. the house of the forest of Lebanon (1 Kings 7:2; 1 Kings 10:17), part of Solomon's palace, used as an armoury. 

9. Seen] i.e. inspected. Isaiah 22:9-10 refer to hasty measures taken for defence.

Gathered together, etc.] to secure a supply during the siege. 

10. Numbered] to see what material could be spared for strengthening the fortifications. 

11. Ditch] RV 'reservoir.'

The old pool] probably the pool of Siloam.

The maker thereof] RV 'him that hath done this,' i.e. God who has brought this trouble upon them.

12. Weeping] the outward tokens of national repentance. 

13. The reckless enjoyment of the despairing people, who urged the shortness of the time that remained to them as an excuse for their excesses. Let us eat, etc.] the argument of men who believed in no hereafter (1 Corinthians 15:32).

Verses 15-25

Denunciation of Shebna
This section contains Isaiah's only invective against an individual. He denounces Shebna, the king's chief minister, who may have been a leader of the party which favoured alliance with Egypt. The prophecy was delivered before Sennacherib's invasion (701 b.c.), because at that time we read that Eliakim held the office Isaiah here promises him, while Shebna occupied a subordinate position (Isaiah 36:3; Isaiah 37:2).

15-25. The deposition of Shebna. The elevation of Eliakim.

15. Over the house] i.e. steward of the royal palace, a very high office sometimes held by a king's son (2 Chronicles 26:21). 

16. What hast] RV 'what doest.' Shebna was apparently a foreigner, who ostentatiously presumed to treat Jerusalem as his native place. A sepulchre] Kings and great men in the East used to prepare their tombs in their life-time.

17. Carry, etc.] RV 'hurl thee away violently as a strong man, yea he will wrap thee up closely.'

18. Large country] i.e. a broad land, where it may roll on and on and not return. There the chariots, etc.] RV 'there shall be the chariots of thy glory, thou shame of thy lord's house.' The chariots are another feature of Shebna's ostentation. 

19. I will.. shall he] Though the person is changed, the subject is the same (viz. Jehovah) in both clauses. Such changes of person are common in Hebrew (Isaiah 1:29; Isaiah 10:12).

22. The key] the symbol of the office. The v. shows the powerful influence exercised by this official. He had the right of admitting to, or excluding from, the king's presence. This is symbolically applied to Christ (Revelation 3:7).

24,23. The office of Eliakim is to be firmly established. His family will rest upon him, and all kinds of dependents cluster round him. Eliakim means 'God establishes.'

25. The burden, etc.] i.e. the vessels hanging upon the nail; figuratively put for the dependents upon a great man.

25. Perhaps the prophet may revert in thought to the fall of Shebna, but the continuation of the figure of the nail seems to point to Eliakim, whose fall, if he abused his power, would involve the ruin of his dependents. Neither the promises nor the denunciations of the prophecy need be considered as absolute, but rather conditional. Eliakim did indeed succeed to Shebna's office (see prefatory note), but we do not know that Shebna suffered the penalty of exile (Isaiah 22:18); this may have been averted by repentance.

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-18

The Doom of Tyre
Tyre was a great mercantile centre of the ancient world, and at the time of the Hebrew monarchy chief state of Phœnicia, the parent of many colonies, and mistress of the Mediterranean. It is uncertain what siege of Tyre is here referred to; but see on Isaiah 23:13.

1-5. The news of the fall of Tyre is spread. 

6-9. Tyre must take refuge in her distant colonies, for her doom is purposed by Jehovah. 

10-14. But even her colonies will afford no refuge, for the power of Phœnicia will be altogether broken. The fate of Chaldea serves as a warning of coming desolation. 

15-18. After seventy years Tyre shall recover her commercial prosperity, but her gains shall be consecrated to Jehovah's service.

1. Homeward-bound ships are greeted at Chittim (Cyprus) with the news that Tyre has fallen. Ships of Tarshish] Tarshish is probably Tartessus, in Spain; the expression denotes deep-sea ships. 

2. Isle] 'coastland,' i.e. of Phœnicia. 

3. Sihor] i.e 'black,' a name for the Nile (Jeremiah 2:18). River] RV 'Nile.' Tyre reaped large revenues from Egypt by carrying her corn. Is.. is] RV 'was.. was.'

4. Strength] stronghold, i.e Tyre. Saying, etc.] The once busy quays are deserted, and the prophet pictures the city as a bereaved mother mourning her children. 

5. RV 'When the report cometh to Egypt they shall be sorely pained.'

6. Tarshish] Tartessus, in Spain. The Tyrians are bidden to seek refuge in their western colonies on the shores of the Mediterranean. Of these Phoenician colonies Carthage was the most famous. 

7. Her own, etc.] RV 'whose feet carried her.'

8. Taken this counsel] RV 'purposed this.' Crowning city] alluding to the many dependent kings in her colonies.

10. A river] RV 'the Nile.' There.. strength] 'There is no girdle about thee any more.' The Tyrian colonies, released from all restraint, throw off allegiance. 

11. Against .. city] RV 'concerning Canaan,' i.e. Phœnicia.

12. Oppressed] or 'defiled.' Tyre was no longer a virgin citadel. Pass over to Chittim] Flight to Cyprus would not secure safety from Assyria.

13. This people, etc.] According to AV rendering, this v. describes the consolidation of the Chaldeans into a nation by the Assyrians. There is, however, no other record of this, and it is better to read, 'This people is no more; the Assyrian hath appointed it for the beasts of the wilderness' (i.e. made it desolate): 'they set up their towers' (siegetowers), 'they overthrew the palaces thereof; he made it a ruin' (RV). The fate of the Chaldeans at the hand of the Assyrians is quoted as a warning for Tyre. Babylon, the Chaldean capital, was taken by the Assyrians in 710 and 703 b.c. (see on Isaiah 21:1-10). The present. prophecy accordingly should be dated between' one or other of those years and Sennacherib's invasion of W. Asia (701). 

14. Strength] RV 'stronghold.'

15. Seventy] perhaps a symbolic number for a long period. According to, etc.] i.e. without revolution or change. 

16. The v. is figurative of Tyre seeking to renew her commerce. 

17. Figurative of her restored traffic.

18. The old occupation will be renewed, but purged of its worldliness.

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-13

The Coming Judgment and Establishment of Jehovah's Kingdom
The subject is the overthrow of a power hostile to God's people, with a description of the deliverance of the Jews and their future glory. The hostile power is not named, and the tone of the whole prophecy is so general that it is impossible to assign it to any occasion. With the anticipated overthrow of the enemy the prophet associates in thought Jehovah's final judgment of the world. Most modern scholars assign this whole section to a date later than the age of Isaiah, urging that (a) Isaiah's time does not afford a suitable occasion, (b) the literary style is unlike Isaiah's, and (c) some of the thoughts are characteristic of a later age, e.g. the conception of guardian spirits of earthly kingdoms (Isaiah 24:21), and the anticipation of a resurrection of God's people from the dead (Isaiah 26:19). In these particulars the section exhibits affinity with the book of Daniel (Daniel 10:13; Daniel 12:1-2). The wide and general expressions used in these chapters make it easier to apply the important spiritual teaching contained in them to God's people in every age.

Isaiah 24:1-12. The imminent judgment caused by man's guilt. 

13-15. The result—the remnant praise Jehovah. 

16-23. The judgments that precede the establishment of Jehovah's kingdom.

Isaiah 25:1-5. The hymn of those delivered when Jehovah's kingdom is set up. 

6-8. The blessings of which Zion shall then be the centre. 

9-12. The thanksgiving of the redeemed for the fall of Moab.

Isaiah 26:1-4. Another hymn of the redeemed. 

5, 6. The ground of this thanks-giving,. the overthrow of the hostile city. 

7-14. Jehovah's judgments teach the world righteousness and destroy oppression. 

15-21. The wonderful revival of God's people.

Isaiah 27:1-6. Jehovah's care for His people. 

7-11. Their sufferings are due to their own sin and folly. 

12, 13. But restoration awaits them.

Verses 1-23
2. All class distinctions are obliterated and confused. 

5. Defiled] i.e. desecrated by bloodshed (Numbers 35:33). Everlasting covenant] The phrase seems to allude to Genesis 9:16, the covenant with Noah and his sons. The bloodshed, upon which the great world-empires were founded, was a violation of this primitive covenant.

7-9. The meaning is that every form of enjoyment has ceased. 

10. Confusion] or, 'chaos' (Genesis 1:2), so called because of the desolation awaiting it. No man, etc.] the entrance being blocked with ruins, 

11. Crying for, etc.] i.e. 'because of wine, the vintage having failed (Joel 1:5).

13. When.. people] RY 'For.. peoples.' Omit 'there shall be.'

14. They] i.e. the escaped remnant, figuratively described in Isaiah 24:13 : cp. Isaiah 17:6. The majesty] as shown in their deliverance. They shall cry.. from the sea] i.e. the dispersed remnant shall raise their cry of praise from the far West. The sea, as usual, denotes the Mediterranean.

15. Fires] RV 'east.' Songs of praise arise both in E. and W. (the isles).

16. Glory, etc.] i.e. splendid is the lot of the righteous. My leanness, etc.] RV 'I pine away, I pine away, woe is me! 'Songs of joy are premature; the barbariair has yet to complete the desolation. 

17f. The desolation yet to come. 

18. Windows, etc.] a judgment like the deluge (Genesis 7:11). 

20. Removed, etc.] RV 'moved to and fro like a hut.'

21. Host, etc.] i.e. the guardian spirits of the nations (Daniel 10:13; Daniel 12:1), who are responsible for their respective nations, and whose fate is bound up with theirs. 

22. Visited] i.e. favourably, and set free. 

23. The prophet has passed in thought to the final convulsion of nature, and the manifestation of Jehovah's kingdom in all its glory.

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-12
1. Thy counsels, etc.] RV 'even counsels of old' (i.e. formed of old) 'in faithfulness and truth.'

2. A city] viz. the one that oppressed God's people (Isaiah 24:10). Strangers] aliens from God's covenant people (Isaiah 1:7). 

3. The hostile power is not utterly destroyed; its remnant acknowledges Jehovah. 

4. Strength] RV 'stronghold.'

5. As the heat] i.e. as heat is assuaged by the shadow of a cloud. Branch] RV 'song'; viz. of triumph.

6. The temporal and spiritual blessings which the rule of Jehovah will bring to mankind. This mountain] i.e. Zion (Isaiah 2:1-2). Fat things] i.e. of flesh, offered in sacrifice. On the lees] left on the lees to heighten the flavour. 

7. Covering] Covering the face was a token of mourning for the dead (2 Samuel 19:4); the taking away of the veil or covering is symbolically put for the destruction of death (Isaiah 25:8). 

8. In victory] so some early Gk. versions and St. Paul in quoting this passage (1 Corinthians 15:54). Heb. text has 'for ever' (RV).

Will wipe, etc.] quoted Revelation 7:17; Revelation 21:4.

Rebuke] RV 'reproach.'

10. Hand] protecting hand. Under him] RV 'in his place,' where he stands. Moab is here mentioned as being a proud (Isaiah 16) and hostile power, a typical enemy. For the dunghill] RV 'in the waters of the dunghill.'

11. He shall spread] i.e. Moab, who vainly endeavours to save himself. He shall bring] i.e. Jehovah. Spoils] RV 'craft.'

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-21
1. Salvation, etc.] the assurance of divine protection takes the place of material bulwarks.

4. Everlasting strength] RM 'a rock of ages.' Rock is applied as a title to God (Isaiah 30:29; Deuteronomy 32:4). 

5. Lofty city] the power hostile to God's people (Isaiah 24:10).

7. Uprightness] 'straightness,' implying freedom from impediment. Weigh] RV 'direct.'

8. In the way of thy judgments] i.e. in the way which God, by His judgments or decrees, set out for His people to walk in. The context (Isaiah 26:7) shows this to be the meaning. Thy name] i.e. the manifestation of thyself. The remembrance of thee] RV 'thy memorial,' a synonym for 'name': Exodus 3:15. 

9. Night] the season of meditation (Psalms 4:4).

10. Carries on the thought of Isaiah 26:9. God's judgments are necessary, because His favour is ineffectual. 

11. But they shall see, etc.] RV 'but they' (the adversaries) 'shall see thy zeal for the people' (Israel: cp. Isaiah 63:15.) 'and be ashamed; yea, fire shall devour thine adversaries.'

12. In us] RV 'for us.'

13. Other lords] the oppressors of Israel. Perhaps the prophet also has in mind the deities in whose name they professed to act. Make mention, etc.] i.e. celebrate Thy name in praise. 

14. They are dead] i.e. the oppressors. 

15. The nation] i.e. Israel. Thou hadst, etc.] RV 'thou hast enlarged all the borders of the land.'

18. The fruitlessness of human effort.

Fallen] i.e. been born.

19. Thy dead.. arise] RV 'Thy dead shall live; my dead bodies shall arise.' The pronouns 'thy' and 'my' both refer to Israel. The passage seems to imply that for God's people, as opposed to the heathen (Isaiah 26:14), the prophet expected a literal resurrection. Some think, however, that a national restoration, surpassing all expectation, is set forth under the figure of resurrection from the dead, as in Hosea 6:2; Ezekiel 37:1-10. Herbs] RM 'light': i.e. morning dew (Psalms 110:3). 

20. Israel may retire and be secure, while the divine judgments pass by. 

21. Disclose her blood] so that it may cry for vengeance (Genesis 4:10-11).

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-13
1. The powers hostile to God's people are here symbolically represented as monsters. Leviathan the piercing (RV 'swift') serpent perhaps stands for Assyria, watered by the rapid Tigris, and 'leviathan the crooked serpent' (RV) for Babylon, whose river was the winding Euphrates. The dragon] crocodile, i.e. Egypt, as in Isaiah 51:9.

2. Sing ye, etc.] RV 'a vineyard of wine, sing ye unto it.' The vineyard is God's people (Isaiah 5); the song begins at Isaiah 27:3. 

4. Who would, etc.] RV 'would that the briers and thorns were against me.' Go through] RV 'march upon.' God's anger against his vineyard has ceased, and He will now turn against their enemies, figuratively represented as briers and thorns (Isaiah 9:18; Isaiah 10:17). 

5. A gracious overture even to God's enemies. 

6. He shall cause] RV 'In days to come shall Jacob take root'; the image of the vineyard continued.

7. Hath Jehovah smitten Israel as he smote their oppressors? Is Israel slain according to the slaughter of those slain by Jehovah? The implied answer is No. 

8. When, etc.] RV 'when thou sendest her away thou dost contend with her; he hath removed her with his rough blast,' etc. Israel has been smitten but only in measure.

9. The sense is that Israel's sin will be purged on condition that it rejects all idolatry. The fruit] RV 'the fruit of taking away': i.e. the result or proof of contrition required as a condition of taking away. Groves and images] RV 'Asherim and sun-images': see Isaiah 17:8. Not stand up] RV 'rise no more.'

10. Defenced city] i.e. of the enemies (as in Isaiah 25:2). Some, however, understand Jerusalem, which must for a season be desolate. 

11. It] i.e. Israel.

12. Beat off] RV 'beat off the fruit' as from oüve trees (Deuteronomy 24:20). The ingathering of exiled Israel compared to a fruit harvest. River] RV 'River,' i.e. Euphrates. Stream of Egypt] the stream dividing Palestine from Egypt (1 Kings 8:65). 

13. Trumpet] summoning the sacred assembly (Numbers 10:1-10).

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-24

Warnings to Judah
These chapters refer to the state of affairs during the reign of Hezekiah, when Palestine was threatened by Assyria, and an influential party in Judah favoured resistance, relying on the support of Egypt; a line of policy consistently opposed by Isaiah.

Verses 1-29
This chapter must be assigned (Isaiah 28:1) to a date prior to the capture of Samaria by the Assyrians (722 b.c.) and fall of the northern kingdom.

1-6. Samaria's luxury and self-indulgence pave the way to ruin. 

7-10. Judah likewise is given up to indulgence and heeds not the prophet's warning, 

11-13. Therefore Jehovah will teach the people by means of foreign invasion and disaster. 

14-22. Judah's safety lies not in faithless diplomacy, but in trust in Jehovah. 

23-29. A parable of Jehovah's way of working, drawn from the action of the husbandman, who conducts his operations in accordance with a wise plan.

1. RV 'Woe to the crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim, and to the fading flower of his glorious beauty which is on the head,' etc. The city of Samaria crowning its fair valley is destined to fade and pass away like the flower-garlands of her revellers. 

2. A mighty.. one] viz. the Assyrian, Jehovah's agent. 

4. Hasty fruit] RV 'first-ripe fig': a delicacy eagerly devoured. 

5. In place of the false glory destined to perish, Jehovah is to be a true glory for the faithful remnant. 

6. True administration of justice within, and strength to repel the invader. Turn, etc.] RV 'turn back the battle at the gate.'

7. They also] the men of Judah. They err in vision, etc.] They are drunk when engaged in the sacred duties of their office; the tables they have just left prove it (Isaiah 28:8).

9. They mock the prophet; his teaching is only fit for babes! 

10. The people's mockery continued. Must be] RV 'is.' Precept.. line] The words in Heb. are monosyllables, such as would be used in teaching little children.

11. Isaiah's retort, Jehovah will teach them through a foreign invader. RV 'Nay, but by men of strange lips and with another tongue,' etc. 

12. This is the rest, etc.] cp. Isaiah 30:15. Jehovah through His prophet had pointed out the way of peace and recovery for the nation that already under Ahaz had suffered much through foreign alliance. But the politicians of Judah were without patient trust in Jehovah, and were preparing further trouble by seeking alliance with Egypt. 

13. RV 'Therefore shall the word of the Lord be unto them,' etc. The teaching they refused will prove a burden and a stumbling block.

15. Made a covenant] they thought that by their policy they had, as it were, bought off death and Hades—made themselves secure.

Lies, etc.] Though the words are put into the mouth of the politicians, the point of view is the prophet's.

16. Zion] as being Jehovah's foundation, shall stand firm. The imagery was suggested by the large stones of the Temple. Shall not make haste] i.e. hasten hither and thither to seek security by alliances (e.g. with Egypt), but may wait confidently on Jehovah. The Apostles saw the ultimate spiritual fulfilment of Isaiah's words in the person of Christ (Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:6-7).

17. RV 'Judgment also will I make the line and righteousness the plummet.' Righteousness is the standard by which Jehovah will try conduct. The sense of what follows is that the false refuges and alliances (Isaiah 28:18), by which men seek to secure themselves, will be swept away. 

19. From.. forth] RV 'As often as it passeth through.' A vexation, etc.] RV 'nought but terror to understand the message,' which they before rejected (Isaiah 28:12-13); it is now nothing but terrifying rumours. 

20. Depicts in an expressive figure the failure ending in restless discomfort and distress, towards which the policy of the dominant party is tending.

21. Perazim.. Gibeon] referring to David's victories over the Philistines (2 Samuel 5:20; 1 Chronicles 14:16). Then God interposed on behalf of His people, His strange work is His work of judgment against them. 

22. Their scornful attitude will only lead to heavier foreign oppression. Lest your bands] They are acting in such a way as to fix the Assyrian yoke more firmly upon Judah, and render it more galling. Consumption] RV 'consummation': see Isaiah 10:22, Isaiah 10:23.

24. The implied answer is No; he doth not do these things continually. 

25. Fitches] (i.e. fennel-seed) and cummin were the smallest and most delicate seeds. Cast in, etc.] RV 'put in the wheat in rows, and the barley in the appointed place, and the spelt in the border thereof.'

28. 'Is bread corn crushed? Nay, he.. and though the wheel of his cart and his horses scatter it, he doth not grind it.'

29. Working] RV 'wisdom.'

In Isaiah 28:24-29 the skill of the agriculturalist in varying his operations is treated as a reflexion and parable of the divine wisdom. Delicate grains are threshed but not crushed so heavily as to spoil them (Isaiah 28:27-28); so Jehovah's judgments are not for destruction, but to prepare men for their great destiny.

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-24
This chapter and the three which follow and complete the section, evidently belong to the very eve of Sennacherib's invasion of Judah in701 b.c.

1-8. Jerusalem is besieged and at the last extremity, but the enemy shall be suddenly discomfited. 

9-24. Judah's infatuation at this crisis, contrasted with the very different and teachable spirit that shall mark its future.

1. RV 'Ho Ariel.' Ariel is a symbolic name for Jerusalem, meaning either (1) lion of God, i.e. hero (2 Samuel 23:20), the lion being the symbol of Judah; or (2) altar-hearth of God.

Dwelt] RV 'encamped.' Add ye, etc.] The meaning is that when the new year succeeds that which is now running its course, and the cycle of feasts has been completed, Jehovah will bring distress upon Jerusalem. Let them, etc.] RV 'let the feasts come round.'

2. And it shall.. Ariel] RM 'Yet it shall be,'etc. In spite of all, the name shall not be falsified. Jehovah will protect His sanctuary as indicated in Isaiah 29:6-8. 

4. Out of the dust] so deep will be her humiliation. Thy voice, etc.] cp. Isaiah 8:1-9.

5-8. As in other prophecies of the same period, Isaiah foretells sudden and overwhelming disaster for the enemy (Isaiah 37:36).

5. Strangers] RV 'foes.'

7. Multitude.. nations] The Assyrian army was recruited from many nations. Munition] RV 'strong hold.' 

9f. Here the prophet sets out the sins which brought upon Judah the punishment of invasion. Stay.. cry] RM 'Be ye amazed and wonder; blind yourselves and be blind.'

10. Hath closed, etc.] RV 'hath closed your eyes, the prophets; and your heads, the seers, hath he covered.' Even the prophets, who ought to be the nation's watchmen (cp. Isaiah 21:8), share the general infatuation.

13. The service of Jehovah is merely formal. Their fear, etc.] RM 'their fear of me is a commandment of men, learned by rote.'

14. Marvellous] because Jehovah acts contrary to expectation against His people (Isaiah 28:21).

15. The politicians who sought alliance with Egypt endeavoured to conceal their project.

16. Surely, your turning, etc.] RM ' Oyour perversity! Shall the potter be counted as clay? 'The potter stands for Jehovah, whom the politicians of Judah ignored in their schemes.

17. The future change in the aspect of affairs is expressed under the figure of physical transformation. 

18. Reversal of Isaiah 29:10-12.

20. Terrible one] the foe without. The scorner] within (Isaiah 28:14). 

21. For a word] RV 'in a cause': i.e. a case brought for judgment.

Reproveth] pleadeth; the reference is to the corrupt rulers who attempt to silenee those that plead for justice. The gate] the place of judgment. 

23. There are alternative interpretations: (1) when the nation sees fresh generations growing up under the divine favour, it will serve God more perfectly; (2) when his children see the work of My hands, etc.

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-33
1-7. The Egyptian alliance is profitless. 

8-11. The perversity of Judah, 

12-17. and its disastrous consequences. 

18-26. There is a glorious prospect for the repentant people. 

27-33 But first Jehovah will destroy the Assyrian.

1. Cover, etc.] seek pretence to conceal their designs (Isaiah 29:15). 

4. Were.. came] RV 'are.. come': the ambassadors of Judah go from place to place in Egypt seeking aid.

Zoan (Gk. Tanis) and Hanes (Gk. Heracleopolis) were both cities in the Delta of the Nile. 

5. Were all] RV 'shall all be.' A people] Egypt.

6. The burden.. south] a title prefixed to the short utterance, Isaiah 30:6, Isaiah 30:7. Burden] see Isaiah 13:1.

South] Negeb, i.e. the desert tract S. of Judah on the way to Egypt. The v. pictures the journey of the Judæan ambassadors through a district infested with dangerous beasts, their camels and asses laden with presents, wherewith they hope to purchase Egypt's aid.

7. This] i.e. Jerusalem (according to AV), who, instead of thus seeking foreign aid, ought to rest confident in Jehovah's protection (Isaiah 30:15). But more probably the reference is to Egypt. 'Therefore have I called her Rahab that sitteth still' (RV), i.e. is inactive in the day when help is expected from her (Isaiah 36:6). 'Rahab' ('pride'): a symbolic name for Egypt, as in Isaiah 51:9.

8. Write it] i.e. the foregoing prophecy or the name Rahab (Isaiah 8:1). Table] RV 'tablet.'

9. The law] i.e. oral instruction given through the prophet (Isaiah 8:16). 

13. This iniquity] i.e. disregard of Isaiah's admonition and reliance on Egypt is a symptom of ruin, like the bulging of a wall on the point of falling.

15. In returning, etc.] i.e. in giving up your restless trust in man and calmly relying upon Jehovah. 

16. It was the reputation of its cavalry especially that made Egypt so desirable an ally (Isaiah 36:9). 

17. One thousand, etc.] the words indicate the complete rout (Leviticus 26:8).

Beacon.. ensign] striking symbols of solitariness.

18. Wait] The above threatenings are conditional, Jehovah will wait to give them an opportunity of repentance. Of judgment] and therefore not unduly severe. 

20. Removed.. corner] RV 'hidden'; the prophets will not need to hide themselves but will be publicly recognised. 

22. The altered frame of mind manifested in destraction of idols. Covering.. ornament] RV 'overlaying.. plating.'

23-26. treat of the corresponding change in nature which shall mark the ideal future (Isaiah 4:2). 

24. Clean] 'salted.' Even the cattle shall not lack carefully prepared and seasoned provender. 

25. Slaughter] i.e. of the Assyrians.

Towers] siegetowers. 

26. Breach] RV 'hurt.'

27. Reverts to the more immediate future, the judgment on the Assyrians which is preparatory to the great future. The name] practically equivalent to 'the manifestation.'

And.. heavy] RV 'and in thick rising smoke,' smoke being a symbol of anger. 

28. With.. vanity] i.e. the sifting will reduce them to nothingness. 

29. Ye] i.e. God's own people.

Mighty One] RV 'Rock' implies that Jehovah is the strength of His people. 

30. Voice] the thunder. Jehovah's wrath is figured as a storm. Scattering] RV 'a blast.'

31. Beaten down] RV 'broken in pieces.'

Which smote] see Isaiah 10:24. 

32. And.. pass] RM 'And every stroke of doom.' With tabrets, etc.] i.e. with songs of exultation on the part of God's people. With it] RV 'with them.'

33. The destruction of the Assyrian set forth under the image of a funeral pyre. Tophet] 'a Tophet,' i.e. a place of burning. The name was given to the valley of Hinnom, where, previous to Hezekiah's accession, sacrifices were offered by fire (2 Kings 16:3). The breath, etc.] It is here indicated as elsewhere (cp. Isaiah 31:8) that the destruction of the Assyrians shall not be brought about by human agency.

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-9
1-5. Judah should trust not in Egypt, but in Jehovah. 

6-9. The wonderful deliverance from the Assyrian.

1. See Isaiah 30:16. 

2. Somewhat sarcastic; Jehovah is wise, as well as the politicians of Judah. Evil] i.e. calamity. 

5. Flying] i.e. hovering over the nest to protect it. Passing over] an allusion to the Passover, the same word being used.

6. The children, etc.] RV 'ye have deeply revolted, O children of Israel.'

8. The Assyrian's fall will be brought about by no human agency. For the fulfilment see Isaiah 37:36. Be discomfited] RV 'become tributary.'

9. And he shall, etc.] RV 'and his rock' (i.e. strength) 'shall pass away by reason of terror.' Ensign] the word denotes a standard, or signal, forming the rallying point of an army. In this context the signal is for the gathering of the foes of the Assyrian. Whose fire] see Isaiah 10:16, Isaiah 10:17. The presence of Jehovah is as a consuming fire to His enemies.

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-20
1-8. Characteristics of the future age. 

9-14. A warning of coming desolation to the over-confident people. 

15-20. Afterwards shall be a peaceful and prosperous future.

1. The ideal future. 

2. Men will defend and protect their inferiors instead of oppressing them. 

3. Cp. Isaiah 29:18. 

5f. Moral confusion shall cease; men shall be taken at their true value, their character being clearly seen in their actions. 

6. Hypocrisy] RV 'profaneness.'

8. By.. stand] RV 'in liberal things shall he continue.'

9-14. Cp. Isaiah 3:16-26. 

10. Many.. years] RM 'Days above a year,' i.e. in little more than a year. 

12. Lament.. teats] RV 'smite upon the breasts,' a gesture of despairing lamentation over the desolated vineyards. 

14. Multitude.. city] RV 'populous city.'

15. A limit is set to the desolation. A bright future is in store, when the outward transformation of the country will correspond with the moral reformation (Isaiah 32:16). This change alike in man and in nature is attributed,' to an outpouring of the divine and life-giving spirit. 

19. When] RV 'but': a judgment is to precede the time of peace just described.

Coming, etc.] RV 'in the downfall of the forest,' i.e. of the Assyrian. The city] Jerusalem too must be humbled. 

20. Refers to the bright future again, when the land shortly to be desolate (Isaiah 32:13-14) shall be fully cultivated. Beside all waters] for the land will be everywhere irrigated (Isaiah 30:25).

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-24
1-12. The deliverance of Jerusalem from the Invader. 

13-24. The Consequences of the Interposition of Jehovah for those that dwell in the City.

1. The Assyrian is addressed. That spoilest, etc.] may mean, (1) that the Assyrian attacked Judah without provocation, or (2) that he has so far spoiled other nations unchecked.

2. Their arm] viz. Jerusalem's defenders'.

3. Disaster overtakes the enemy. People.. nations] refer to the various races subject to Sennacherib and serving in his army.

4. As.. upon them] RV 'as locusts leap shall they leap upon it': the people of Jerusalem seizing the spoil compared to insects devastating the fields.

6. Thy times.. his treasure] The pronoun in each clause refers to the people of Judah. In the last clause there may be an implied rebuke of the tendency of Hezekiah to trust in his material treasure (cp. Isaiah 39:2, etc.).

7. Ambassadors of peace] i.e. sent to obtain peace. The reference is to Hezekiah's ineffectual embassy to Sennacherib at Lachish (2 Kings 18:14-16). 

8, 9. describe the country ravaged by the invader. Broken the covenant] cp. 2 Kings 18:14. 

11, 12. set forth figuratively the destruction of the Assyrian army.

14. Jehovah's interposition strikes terror to the unworthy in Zion. Fire.. burnings] i.e. God, who is a consuming fire (Isaiah 30:33; Isaiah 31:9).

15, 16. The righteous finds in the manifestation of Jehovah his protection. 

17. The king] i.e. the reigning king of Judah, Hezekiah. In his beauty] no longer in sackcloth (Isaiah 37:1). The land.. off] RV 'a far-stretching land,' no longer hemmed in by foes.

18. Meditate] i.e. muse upon it as something past. Where.. receiver] RV 'where is he that counted, where is he that weighed? 'The Assyrian officials before whom the people had to appear with their tribute will be nomore.

19. The common language of Syria and Assyria was Aramaic, which, though a Semitic tongue, was unintelligible to the ordinary Hebrew-speaking Israelite: cp. Isaiah 28:11; Isaiah 36:11.

20. Zion likened to a tent which nothing can root up. 

21. The image is changed to that of a city encircled by a protecting stream: cp. Psalms 46:4; Nahum 3:8. 

23. Reverts to the present. Zion is like a shattered ship. Nevertheless the spoil from her foes will be so great that even cripples take their share.

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-10

Sentence on the Nations. Blessings in Store for God's People
These chapters are now generally considered non-Isaianic and referred to the period of the exile, on two grounds: (a) the literary style is unlike Isaiah's. (b) The strong feeling against Edom points to a date subsequent to the capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, when the Edomites exulted in the city's fall and sided against the Jews, conduct which provoked bitter resentment (Obadiah 1:10-16; Lamentations 4:21-22; Psalms 137:7).

Isaiah 34. 
1-4. The judgment upon the nations, 

5-17. and upon Edom in particular.

Isaiah 35. The blessings in store for God's redeemed people.

Verses 1-17
4. Cp. 1 Isaiah 3:10. 

5. Shall be bathed] RV 'hath drunk its fill.' Idumea] RV 'Edom.'

6. Bozrah] a strongly fortified city of Edom (Isaiah 63:1; Amos 1:12; Jeremiah 49:13). See the same imagery Jeremiah 46:10. The men slain by divine vengeance are compared to beasts offered in sacrifice.

7. Unicorns] RV 'wild-oxen.' Come down] i.e. to the shambles. 

8. Controversy] 'quarrel.' The calamity of Edom is a punishment from Jehovah for its hostility to Zion.

9, 10. Imagery suggested by the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah (Jeremiah 49:18), and by the volcanic character of the land of Edom.

11-15. A graphic picture of a desolate land haunted by wild and uncanny creatures.

11. Cormorant.. bittern] RV 'pelican.. porcupine.' Stones] RV 'plummet,' implying that the work of destruction will be as thorough as that of building generally is. Confusion.. emptiness] The words are those of Genesis 1:2, and suggest a return to primeval chaos.

13. Dragons.. owls] RV 'jackals.. ostriches': cp. Isaiah 13:21, Isaiah 13:22.; 

14. wild.. islands] RV 'wolves' (Isaiah 13:22). Satyr] see on Isaiah 13:21. Screech owl] Heb. Lilith, the name of a night-demon or vampire RV'night-monster.'

15. Great owl] RV 'arrowsnake.'

16. Seek, etc.] An invitation to future generations to compare the event with the prediction, and note its precise fulfilment. Fail] RV 'be missing.'

17. God, who assigns to nations their territories (Acts 17:26), has allotted Edom to the desert creatures for ever.

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-10
1. While Edom becomes a desert, for God's people, on the other hand, the desert places burst into bloom, the fairest parts of Palestine sharing their fertile beauty with the waste places (Isaiah 35:2).

7. Parched ground] RM 'mirage': this which so often deceives travellers in the desert will become a real lake.

Dragons] RV 'jackals.'

8. An highway] by which the exiles may return through the desert. 

9. Cp. Isaiah 51:11.

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-22
1. In the fourteenth year] The chronology is difficult. From Isaiah 38:1; Isaiah 39:1 we might conclude that Hezekiah's sickness and the Babylonian embassy followed Sennacherib's invasion, whereas Isaiah 38, 39 chronologically must precede Isaiah 36, 37. Samaria fell in 722, Hezekiah's 6th year (2 Kings 18:10); Sennacherib's invasion of Judah was in 701, which would therefore be Hezekiah's 27th year. The date 14th year here given must then be an error. Hezekiah reigned in all 29 years; 15 additional years were promised in his sickness (Isaiah 38:5), which accordingly must have befallen him in his 14th year. It looks as though the note of time in this v. originally applied to Isaiah 38, where it would be accurate, but has by the compiler been transposed to the commencement of this historical appendix to Isaiah's prophecies.

2. Rabshakeh] is a title, 'the Rabshakeh,' i.e. chief officer, or cupbearer. 

6. Broken] RV 'bruised.' Pharaoh] This was Tirhakah, of the Ethiopian dynasty (Isaiah 37:9). 

7. The allusion is to Hezekiah's reformation; the reduction of the number of shrines would seem to a heathen to dishonour the national god.

19. Cp. Isaiah 10:9-11.

Verses 1-38

The Invasion of Sennacherib
An account of Sennacherib's invasion of Judah (701 b.c.) and its sudden termination. The narrative is closely parallel to that of 2 Kings 18:13; 2 Kings 19:37 (where see notes), from which it was probably taken, and added to this book by a compiler because of its bearing on the prophetic activity of Isaiah.

Isaiah 36. i-3. The mission of the Rabshakeh from Sennacherib to Jerusalem. 

4-10. The Rabshakeh's first speech—the folly of resistance, relying either upon Egypt, or upon Jehovah. 

11-20. The Rabshakeh's second speech—the fall of Jerusalem certain, favourable terms offered in case of surrender. 

21, 22. The Rabshakeh's words are reported to Hezekiah.

Isaiah 37:1-7. Hezekiah sends a deputation to Isaiah, who in reply foretells the retreat of the enemy. 

8-13. Sennacherib's second embassy to Jerusalem—trust in Jehovah will not avail to save the city. 

14-20. Hezekiah's prayer to Jehovah to vindicate Himself. 

21-35. The answer through Isaiah—the Assyrian is Jehovah's instrument, under His control, and shall be turned back from Jerusalem. 

36-38. The fulfilment of Isaiah's words.

37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-38
7. Send.. him] RV 'put a spirit in him.'

22. Virgin] the figure as in Isaiah 23:12.

24. Sides] RV 'innermost parts.' The height.. Carmel] RV 'his farthest height, the forest of his fruitful field.'

25. Digged] Deserts cannot impede his march, for he digs wells there. Have I dried, etc.] RV 'will I dry up all the rivers of Egypt': the Assyrian boasts that he will pass on to conquer Egypt. 

26. Jehovah is here the speaker. Done.. formed it] Referring to the ordering of events in the divine providence.

That thou, etc.] The Assyrian is Jehovah's instrument. 

28. Abode] RV.' sitting down.'

29. My hook] Assyrian sculptures represent both captives and beasts as led in this way. Jehovah will treat the Assyrian as His captive, or as a beast which must be tamed and restrained.

30. A sign given to the people of Judah that the Assyrian shall not return. This year, the year of the invasion, since the harvest has been destroyed they must eat the after growth. Since they have not been able to sow this year, next year they must depend upon what grows of itself, but the year after they will be able to sow and reap freely, for the land will be free from enemies.

33-35. Another short utterance repeating the promise of deliverance. 

36. The striking fulfilment of Isaiah's words. The angel] The expression points to pestilence as the instrument of the Assyrians' overthrow (1 Chronicles 21:14-15; Psalms 78:49-50). 

38. The death of Sennacherib took place in 681 B.c., so that it did not immediately follow the discomfiture of his army.

With the sword] in fulfilment of Isaiah's words (Isaiah 37:7).

38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-22

Sickness and Recovery of Hezekiah
Continuation of the historical appendix to Isaiah's prophecies. The chapter is parallel to 2 Kings 20:1-11 (where see notes), but contains a considerable addition in the shape of Hezekiah's song of thanks-giving upon his recovery. Chronologically this chapter precedes 36 and 37: see on Isaiah 36:1.

1-8. To Hezekiah in his sickness Isaiah promises 15 more years of life, and confirms the promise by a sign. 

9-20. Hezekiah's song of thanksgiving. 

21, 22. The remedy for the king's disease was suggested by Isaiah, and the sign was given at the king's request.

1. Thus saith, etc.] The passage affords a striking illustration of the conditional nature of prophetic utterance, for at Hezekiah's intercession the sentence was revoked. 

5. Fifteen years] Hezekiah's sickness therefore befell him in his 14th year (714): see on Isaiah 36:1. Though some long time before Sennacherib's great invasion, danger was already apprehended from Assyria (Isaiah 38:6). 

8. The. account in 2 Kings 20:8-11 is fuller. Degrees.. sun dial] RV 'steps.. steps.' Some kind of clock is evidently indicated, probably a pillar standing upon steps and casting a shadow in such a way that a particular portion of time was represented by a step.

10. Cutting off] RV 'noontide.'

11. See the Lord] Hezekiah is probably thinking of the Temple worship. The v. illustrates the gloomy conception of the Hebrews as to the state of man after death: cp. Isaiah 38:18. 

12. Cut off] RV 'rolled up.' With pining sickness] RV 'from the loom.' From day.. night] i.e. in one day. The words refer to the swiftness with which the end comes, not to prolongation of suffering. 

13. I reckoned.. lion] RV 'I quieted myself until morning; as a lion,' etc.

14. Mourn] i.e. moan, referring to the sound made by the dove. Undertake for me] RV 'be thou my surety': Genesis 43:9; Genesis 44:32.

15. Softly] RM 'as in solemn procession' (Psalms 42:4). In] RV 'because of.'

16. By these things] i.e. the word of God and the action of His providence. The reference is to the first part of Isaiah 38:15 : cp. Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4. So wilt thou] RV 'wherefore.'

17. Behold.. bitterness] RV 'Behold it was for my peace that I had,' etc. He sees on looking back that the chastisement had been for his good. My sins] God's favour in restoration to health is viewed as a sign of forgiveness.

39 Chapter 39 

Verses 1-8

Alliance with Babylon Denounced
Conclusion of the historical appendix. The chapter belongs to the period when Merodach-Baladan of Babylon was making efforts to bring the various peoples of W. Asia into alliance against the common enemy, the king of Assyria (at this time Sargon, Isaiah 20:1). The arrangement of such alliance with Hezekiah was, doubtless, the object of the embassy, and this explains Hezekiah's gladness and exhibition of his resources (Isaiah 39:2). Congratulation to the king of Judah on his recovery, and enquiry into the astronomical marvel at Jerusalem (Isaiah 38:8) formed pretexts for the embassy (Isaiah 39:1; 2 Kings 20:12; 2 Chronicles 32:31).

1,2. The embassy from Babylon. 

3-8. Isaiah rebukes the king and foretells captivity in Babylon.

5f. Isaiah consistently opposes reliance upon a human ally in place of trust in Jehovah. 

6, 7. A remarkable prophecy of captivity in Babylon, though the Assyrians were the foe which at this time threatened Judah.

7. Thy sons] fulfilled in the captivity of Manasseh (2 Chronicles 33:11), and later in the fate of Jehoiachin (2 Kings 25:27). 

8. Truth] i.e. stability (Jeremiah 14:13).

With words of pious resignation Hezekiah acquiesces in thé will of Jehovah (cp. 1 Samuel 3:18), then in the words that follow—For there shall be peace, etc.—he expresses his thankfulness that the punishment has been postponed. The prediction of the captivity of the royal house must have been a great blow to Hezekiah, especially so since the Hebrews firmly held the principle of the solidarity of the forefather and his posterity. The postponement of the blow was a divine mercy and token of God's favour, for which Hezekiah did well to be thankful. It is quite unnecessary to read a tone of selfishness into his utterance; on the contrary, his spirit at this time seemed rather to have been one of humble contrition (2 Chronicles 32:26).

40 Chapter 40 

Verses 1-22
The hope of return is grounded by the prophet upon the fact that Jehovah is the only God, the Creator and Ruler of all things, the Disposer of the fate of nations, who guides the course of history according to His will. The tone of this section is argumentative, the respective claims of Jehovah and of the heathen gods being discussed as in a court of justice. The object of the argument is to encourage the Jews in their exile by showing that, since Jehovah is thus supreme, no obstacles will be able to interfere with the restoration to their own land which He has promised. With fine irony the prophet exhibits the infatuation of idol-makers and idol-worshippers; proving that, while the idols are senseless blocks and less than nothing (Isaiah 40:17), Jehovah is Lord of the world and controls all things. The Israelites can testify to His power, because through His prophets He has told them of things be fore they came to pass. Jehovah is, therefore, set forth as the deliverer of His people. But in the carrying out of His purposes He employs agents: (a) Cyrus, who is commissioned as His shepherd (Isaiah 44:28), His anointed (Isaiah 45:1), to perform all His pleasure in the overthrow of Babylon and deliverance of the Israelites from their exile; (b) the nation of Israel, which has its own work to do in the furthering of Jehovah's purposes. The title 'servant of Jehovah,' hitherto applied to individuals, is in these chapters (Isaiah 41:8; Isaiah 44:1-2, Isaiah 44:21; Isaiah 48:20) applied to the nation in its corporate capacity: perhaps also, though less directly, to the faithful Jews within the nation (Isaiah 42:1-7, Isaiah 42:18; Isaiah 43:8, Isaiah 43:10) on whom would devolve the fulfilment of God's will. The name implies, in the first place, the fact of the nation's election by Jehovah (Isaiah 48:8), and further the truth that Israel has a mission in the world, viz. to bring the knowledge of true religion to the Gentiles, and be a means of universal blessing (Isaiah 42:1 f).

Verses 1-24

Israel's Restoration from Exile in Babylon
On the authorship and date of these chapters see Intro. According to their subject matter, they fall naturally into three divisions of almost equal length (Isaiah 40-48, 49-57, , 58-66), the close of each division being marked by an intimation that the wicked shall not share in the blessings promised to God's people.

Verses 1-31

The Proclamation of Deliverance
1, 2. The theme of the prophecies following: the period of Zion's trouble and affliction is over. 

3-26. Celestial voices give the message of restoration to God's people, who are encouraged by the thought of His infinite power. 

27-31. Trust in Jehovah is, therefore, the source of true strength.

2. Warfare] RM 'time of service,' i.e. enforced service and hardship: cp. Job 7:1. Double] i.e. double (ample) penalty (Jeremiah 17:18), in the sufferings of the exile.

3-5. A first voice enjoins preparation for the progress of the great King, who will bring back His people from exile. 

3. Crieth, etc.] RV 'crieth, Prepare ye in the wilderness.' The passage was understood by the Baptist as prophetic of his own mission (John 1:23), and is so taken by thé Evangelists (Matthew 3:3 and parallels).

4. This imagery is from the practice of Eastem monarchs, who thus made roads for the passage of their armies. 

5. Shall see] shall see Jehovah's glorious deeds for His people, and acknowledge Him.

6-8. The message of the second voice. Human things must decay: Israel's oppressors are mortal, but Jehovah's promiseissure. 

6. He said] i.e. the prophet himself; then in the words following, in reply to his question, a message is put into his mouth. 7. Spirit] RV 'breath,' or wind.

9-11. The third voice—the good tidings brought to Zion that Jehovah is approaching in triumph, bringing back His people. 

9. Read, 'O thou that teilest good tidings to Zion.. O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem.' 'Thou that teilest'is fem. in Heb. The prophet in spirit sees a maiden, or a company of women (Psalms 68:11) bringing the news. 

10. His reward, etc.] The figure is that of a conqueror bringing the spoils of war. His work] RV 'recompense,' his redeemed people regarded as the prize of war. 

11. The v. indicates in a figure the tender care with which God will support His people on their journey home. Are with young] RV 'give suck.'

12-26. The prophet's object is to show the power of Jehovah to deliver the people from captivity. He emphasises two thoughts: (a) the wonderful order and proportion in the universe show His infinite power and wisdom (Isaiah 40:12-17), and (b) no representation can be made of Him. How futile are the idols that men make! (Isaiah 40:18-20).

20. RV 'He that is too impoverished for such an oblation,' etc. 

24. Shall not] read the tenses as past (RV). The v. expresses the transitory character of earthly powers in the sight of Jehovah. 

26. Faileth] is missing.

27. The foregoing argument is addressed to a people who had suffered so long, that they thought God had forgotten them, and were despondent.

41 Chapter 41 

Verses 1-29

Cyrus God's Agent
1-7. Jehovah and the gods of the heathen compared as in a court of judgment. Jehovah has raised up Cyrus and given him victory, in order to carry out His good purposes, while the heathen gods are powerless to affect the course of events. 

8-20. A digression: the events which bring terror to the nations bring deliverance to Israel. 

21-29. Comparison of Jehovah with the gods of the heathen continued.

1. The heathen nations lately conquered by Cyrus are called to plead their case as in a law-court.

2-4. The evidence produced on Jehovah's side. It is He who has called Cyrus to his career of conquest in fulfilment of His own purpose. 

2. Who raised up, etc.] RV 'Who hath raised up one from the east, whom he calleth in righteousness to his foot,' i.e. to accompany Him. The one thus raised up is Cyrus: cp. Isaiah 44:28; Isaiah 46:11. He is called in righteousness by Jehovah, i.e. in fidelity to His covenant promises, which are to be realised through Cyrus. See the same thought, Isaiah 42:6; Isaiah 45:13.

5-7. The heathen, alarmed by Cyrus's suecesses, make alliances for mutual support, and attempt to avert disaster by manufacturing or repairing idols. 

7. Saying, etc.] RV 'saying of the soldering, It is good.'

8-10. Israel, on the other hand, descended from the patriarchs, God's chosen people, need have no fear.

8. Servant] with a special mission, as will hereafter appear. But here the emphasis is on what God does for Israel, noton what Israel does for God. Friend] cp. 2 Chronicles 20:7; James 2:23. 'The friend of God' is still the usual title of Abraham in the East. 

9. Chief men] RV 'corners.'

10. My righteousness] i.e. faithfulness to My purpose as declared in My promises (see Isaiah 41:2). 

11-14. It is impossible that the servant thus chosen and honoured can be cast off (oppressed for ever).

15-16. With Jehovah's aid Israel shall become terrible to its foes.

17-20. Jehovah will make easy their return through the desert, exchanging their misery and need for plenty and happiness, that man may acknowledge Him. 

18. High places] RV 'bare heights.'

19. Shittah] RV 'acacia.'

21. The v. reverts to the scene of the court of judgment (Isaiah 41:1). 

22, 23. A challenge to heathen gods to foretell the future, to do something or other to show that they exist.

24. The case is summed up against them.

25. Jehovah, on the other hand, has shown His power by raising up Cyrus. The north.. the rising of the sun] referring to the MedoPersian empire. Princes] i.e. of Babylon, who hold Israel in bondage. 

26, 27. While the heathen oracles have been dumb, Jehovah has promised restoration to Zion. 

26. He is righteous] i.e. has been proved right by the fulfilment of His prophecy. 

27. RV 'I first will say unto Zion,' etc. Behold them] the returning exiles. 

28, 29. No reply is possible on the part of the heathen; their gods are nought.

42 Chapter 42 

Verses 1-25

The Ideal Servant
1-9. The characteristics and functions of Israel as the ideal Servant of Jehovah. 

10-17 A song of praise to Jehovah. 

18-25. The deficiencies of the actual Israel, considered as Jehovah's Servant.

1. My servant] On the conception of these chapters see Intro. Judgment] or 'right.' The Servant's office is to teach the world true religion. 

2, 3. He will not be ostentatious nor unduly severe. How Christ corresponded to the ideal is noted in Matthew 12:17-21; 

3. Smoking flax] RM 'dimly-burning wick.' Unto truth] RV 'in truth.'

4. The v. implies that the Servant's work will be attended with difficulty, which he will face and overcome. Set judgment] established true religion.

6. Two purposes of the Servant's call indidicated, (a) to be the embodiment of a new covenant with Israel (the people), (b) to be the instrument of a revelation to the Gentiles.

In righteousness] i.e. in faithfulness to My purpose as declared in My promises (Isaiah 41:2, Isaiah 41:10; Isaiah 45:13). 

7. The thought of enlightenment continued, the imagery being suggested by the condition of the Jews in exile. 

8, 9. A return to the thought of Jehovah's superiority to heathen gods. He shows His control of events by foretelling them. 

11. Kedar] the tribes of Arabia. The rock] RV 'Sela,' the rock-city of Edom.

13-17. The vv. refer to the coming deliverance: in Isaiah 42:14. the speaker is Jehovah.

13. Jealousy] on behalf of His people: cp. Isaiah 9:7. 

14. Holden my peace] leaving prayers unanswered (Psalms 28:1; Habakkuk 1:13). Refrained myself] not interposing by miracles or mighty acts. During the period of the exile there had been no divine interposition on behalf of Israel. Destroy and devour] RV 'gasp and pant.'

15, 16. The difficulties in the way of the returning exiles will disappear.

18-20. Israel, though called to be Jehovah's Servant, cannot comprehend Has message given through the prophet. Note the contrast to the ideal Servant (Isaiah 42:1-4), which suggests that, in the end, the Servant will be an Israel within Israel. 

19. Perfect] RV 'at peace with me.'

20. Opening the ears] RV 'his ears are open.'

21. RV 'It pleased the Lord, for his righteousness' sake, to magnify,' etc. In accordance with His purpose, Jehovah had sent prophetic teachers: their teaching had been great and glorious, both in itself and in its fulfilment. The law] RM 'the teaching,' given through His prophets. Jehovah, on His part, graciously taught His people, but their insensibility (Isaiah 42:18-20) has brought them to their present condition of misery and exile (Isaiah 42:22-25). 

23. Who among you, etc.] i.e. who will learn the lesson of the past?

43 Chapter 43 

Verses 1-28

The Mission of Israel
1-21. The dispersed Israelites shall be ransomed and restored. They are witnesses before the world that Jehovah is the true God. A second and more wonderful exodus is in store for Israel. 

22-28. This deliverance is not a return for service rendered to God, but a free gift.

1. But now] In contrast to the wrath poured upon Israel (Isaiah 42:24-25) God will manifest His redeeming love. 

3. Egypt, etc.] The meaning is that these nations shall take the place of Israel as vassals. Jehovah is willing to give the richest lands as ransom for His people.

4. Thou hast been] RV 'and hast been.'

People] RV 'peoples.'

5, 6. Every nation where Israelites were dispersed must restore them to their home.

8. Blind, etc.] see Isaiah 42:18. 

9f. Another judgment scene, similar to Isaiah 41:21. 

9. The heathen are challenged to bring witnesses on behalf of their gods, that they can foretell the future.

10-13. The Israelites themselves are Jehovah's witnesses, proving in their experience that He alone is the Eternal, the Almighty, who can save and foretell the future.

14. Babylon] Here for the first time the place of exile is named. Have.. nobles] RV 'will bring down all of them as fugitives, even the Chaldeans.' Whose cry, etc.] RV 'in the ships of their rejoicing.' Babylonia was famous for its shipping; ships belonging to it and other cities on the Persian Gulf are referred to in the earliest Babylonian legends.

16, 17. The imagery for this second exodus is borrowed from the exodus from Egypt.

18, 19. The mighty works of the past shall be forgotten, in view of a still greater deliverance: cp. Jeremiah 23:7, Jeremiah 23:8. 

20. Dragons.. owls] RV'jackals.. ostriches.'

22-24. Israel's service has not been such as to deserve Jehovah's interposition. 

23. Small cattle] Heb. 'lambs or kids'(mg.). I have not caused, etc.] i.e. I have not laid too heavy burdens on you. 

24. Sweet cane] from which anointing oil was prepared (Exodus 30:23). Thou hast made me to serve, etc.] i.e. I have had to endure.

26. An invitation to produce any argument in defence of their conduct. 

27, 28. Nothing can be urged; they have sinned from the beginning of their national existence; hence the calamity of the exile, which has made them an object of scorn to the world. 

27. First father] Jacob: cp. Isaiah 43:28. 

28. Profaned, etc.] i.e. treated the chief priests (cp. 1 Chronicles 24:5) as though they were ordinary unconsecrated men. During the exile their priestly functions were in abeyance.

44 Chapter 44 

Verses 1-28

The Impotence of Idols
1-23. The reproach of God's people shall be entirely removed. Jehovah the Eternal, who rules the events of history, contrasted with the futile gods of the heathen. 

24-28. This great Jehovah pledges the restoration of His people through Cyrus.

2. Jesurun] i.e. 'upright,' a symbolic name of Israel (Deuteronomy 32:15), indicating its ideal character. Fear not] i.e. on account of past failure and apparent inability to realise the future which God sets before you. 

3. Cp. Isaiah 43:20.

5. The meaning is that the nations of the world will count it an honour to associate themselves with Israel and be reckoned as the Lord's people. Subscribe, etc.] i.e. sign himself as the Lord's. Surname himself] as with a title of honour.

6. Cp. Isaiah 43:11, Isaiah 43:18. His redeemer] i.e. the deliverer of Israel. 

7. A challenge to others to foretell the future, as Jehovah does by His prophet (Isaiah 41:22). RM 'And who, as I, can proclaim? let him declare it,' etc. 

8. From that time] RV 'of old.' My witnesses] see Isaiah 43:10, Isaiah 43:12. No God] RV 'no Rock.' Rock, as a title of God (cp. Isaiah 17:10; Deuteronomy 32:4, Deuteronomy 32:15, Deuteronomy 32:18), expresses the permanent strength and protection He affords.

8-20. The folly of idolaters exposed.

9. They are their own, etc.] RV 'their own witnesses see not,' i.e. the witnesses on behalf of the idols (the heathen), as opposed to Jehovah's witnesses (the Jews), Isaiah 44:8. 

11. All his fellows] RM 'all that join themselves thereto.' They are of men] i.e. of human origin, and, therefore, cannot make God. Bead, 'The smith sharpeneth a tool and worketh,' etc. (RM). 

12. Description of the making of a metal idol. The maker is frail man.

13, etc. Description of the making of a wooden idol. A line] RV 'a pencil. Fitteth] RV 'shapeth.'

14. The v. describes the choosing of the wood, and the planting of the tree, for making an idol. Cypress.. ash] RV 'holm tree.. fir.' Strengthened] i.e. carefully tends its growth, or chooses, selects. 

15-17. The uses to which the tree is put. Part is used for human purposes, part to make a god.

18-20. Idolaters are so infatuated that they do not see the contradiction involved in such conduct.

21-23. A contrast. Jehovah will show His power and graciousness in the deliverance of His people. 

22. A cloud] which soon disperses. 

24. He is supreme over all things.

By myself] RV 'who is with me? 'implying that Jehovah alone does these things. 

25. He frustrates false prophets, but pledges Himself to fulfil the predictions of His own prophets as to the restoration of Jerusalem (Isaiah 44:26-28).

26. Servant] here a synonym for 'prophet': cp. Isaiah 20:3. Messengers] the prophets generally.

27. The allusion is to the drying up, (a) of the waters which would impede the returning exiles, or (b) of the waters which protected Babylon (Jeremiah 50:38; Jeremiah 51:36). Cyrus, in fact, entered Babylon by diverting the Euphrates from its usual channel and marching by the river bed.

28. As the Assyrian was Jehovah's appointed instrument for the chastisement of His people (Isaiah 10:5), so Cyrus is singled out as His instrument for their restoration. Even saying, etc.] literally fulfilled in the decree of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1; 2 Chronicles 36:22-23).

45 Chapter 45 

Verses 1-25

The Meaning of the Conquests of Cyrus
1-13. The conquests of Cyrus are ordained by Jehovah for His purposes. Let not Israel Criticise the manner of its deliverance. 

14-17. Great honour awaits Israel. 

18-25. All the world shall recognise Jehovah's righteousness and power.

1. His anointed] as being consecrated to carry out the purposes of Jehovah, i.e. to release Israel from Babylon. This is the only place where a non-Israelite king is so entitled. Somewhat similarly Nebuchadnezzar is called Jehovah's servant (Jeremiah 27:6; Jeremiah 43:10).

Whose right hand I have holden] cp. Isaiah 41:13.

Loose the loins] lit. 'ungird,' i.e. disarm.

The two leaved gates] i.e. of the cities which Cyrus attacks.

2. Crooked.. straight] RV 'rugged.. plain.'

3. Treasures] referring primarily to the vast wealth of Babylon: cp. Jeremiah 51:13. Cyrus also captured Sardis with the riches of Crœsus (Herod. I, 84). 

4. Surnamed] i.e. given an honourable title, referring to 'Anointed' (Isaiah 45:1), or to 'shepherd' (Isaiah 44:28). 

5. Though thou hast] better, 'when thou didst not know me,' i.e. before thy birth: cp. Isaiah 49:1. Or it may mean, before thou didst acknowledge me: cp. Ezra 1:1, Ezra 1:2. 

7. Evil] not moral evil, but misfortune or calamity, the opposite of peace.

8. Righteousness] i.e. fidelity to promises: so also Isaiah 45:13.

9f. A possible objection is now met from Israelites dissatisfied, either with the nationality of the deliverer (a Gentile instead of a prince of the House of David), or with the tardy approach of the deliverance. Let.. potsherd] RV 'a potsherd among the potsherds of the earth!'

11. Ask, etc.] Read as interrogative, 'Will ye ask.. will ye command me?'

13. Him] i.e. Cyrus. Will Israel venture to dictate to Jehovah what He shall ordain for His people?

14. The nations shall come to acknowledge the God of Israel. 

15. An exclamation of wonder on the prophet's part at the unsearchable ways of God. Some have understood the words as an expression of the wondering adoration of the nations. Hidest] refers to the period of the exile, when Jehovah seemed not to hear the prayers of His people nor to help them. 

19. Not.. in secret] Jehovah had plainly foretold the future, so that men might compare the prophecy with the event. I said not.. Seek ye me in vain] Israel's hopes will not be disappointed.

21. A challenge to the idolaters, Jehovah is the only God who can fulfil His prophecies; therefore shall all the nations acknowledge Him (Isaiah 45:22-23). 

23. The religion of Israel is to become the religion of the whole world. This anticipation finds its fulfilment in the Christian dispensation, and thus St. Paul applies the latter part of the v. to Christ in Philippians 2:10, Philippians 2:11. 

24. Read, 'Only in the Lord, shall one say unto me, is righteousness and strength.'

25. Be justified] lit. 'be righteous.'

46 Chapter 46 

Verses 1-13

The Contrast between Jehovah and the Deities of Babylon
1, 2. The idols of Babylon will be borne away by the conquerors amongst the spoil, the gods being powerless to save their images. i. Bel] the chief Babylonian deity (Jeremiah 50:2).

Boweth.. stoopeth] before the conqueror.

Nebo] son of Bel, the Babylonian Mercury. The name means 'revealer.' Your carriages, etc.] RV 'the things that ye carried about in processions are made a load,' of spoil for the conquerors: see on Isaiah 10:28. 

3, 4. So far from being thus ignominiously carried about, Jehovah, on the other hand, carries His people.

5-7. The argument against idolatry renewed (Isaiah 40:18.; Isaiah 44:9).

8f. These vv. are addressed to those amongst the Jews who were inclined to object to God's manner of deliverance (cp. Isaiah 45:9); they are bidden to remember the things He has done for His people in the past (Isaiah 46:9), and how He has shown by prophecy that He orders events according to His purpose (Isaiah 46:10); they may accordingly rely on the fulfilment of the prophecies concerning Cyrus (Isaiah 46:11). 

11. A ravenous bird] i.e. Cyrus. The conqueror is compared to a bird of prey as in Jeremiah 49:22; Ezekiel 17:3. The image is the more appropriate, because the standard of Cyrus was a golden eagle. 

12. Stouthearted] i.e. stubborn.

47 Chapter 47 

Verses 1-15

An Ode on the Humiliation of Babylon
1-15. The coming calamity. The reason of Babylon's fall. Her helplessness to avert it.

2. Grind] i.e. as a slave (Exodus 11:5).

Uncover, etc.] RV 'remove thy veil, strip off the train, uncover the leg.' The overthrow of the city is set forth under the figure of a maiden carried away into slavery. Pass over] on the way to exile. 

3. Will not meet, etc.] RV 'will accept no man,' i.e. none shall be spared.

6. Babylon is to be thus punished because, when the Jewish exiles were in her power, she had treated them cruelly (Zechariah 1:15), and in her false security she acted as though irresponsible (Isaiah 47:7-8). Polluted] i.e. treated as common, RV 'profaned.'

9. Perfection for] 'full measure in spite of.' Sorceries] Babylon was renowned in the ancient world for astrology, and for the practice of all kinds of magic.

11. From whence it riseth] RM 'how to charm it away.'

12. Stand.. with] i.e. persist in. 

13. See on Isaiah 47:9. 

14. There shall not be] 'it shall not be,' i.e. it will not be like a fire on the hearth, but a devouring conflagration.

48 Chapter 48 

Verses 1-22

Let the Exiles trust in Jehovah, and come out of Babylon
1-11. Jehovah's purpose will be executed, but not for Israel's merit. 

12-22. Let Israel recognise His leading in the course of history, and learn to obey Him.

1. The prophet here addresses those whose professions of allegiance to Jehovah are hollow (Isaiah 46:8), and who in the land of exile had in their hearts apostatised: cp. Isaiah 42:17. Come.. waters] i.e. are descended from Judah (Psalms 68:26).

3-5. Events of their history had been foretold by Jehovah long before they happened, lest in their perversity they should attribute them to their false gods.

6-8. But now the things Jehovah purposes are declared on the eve of the event, lest in their presumption they should say that they knew them before.

6. I have shewed] RM 'Ishew.'

7. Before, etc.] RV 'and before this day thou heardest them not.'

8. Yea, from, etc.] RV 'yea, from of old thine ear,' etc. 

10. Read, 'not as silver '(RV). So severe a refining (Psalms 12:6) would have meant the destruction of Israel. Chosen] RM 'tried.'

11. Do it] i.e. execute My purpose.

13. Spanned] RV 'stretched out.'

14. A challenge to the heathen, as in Isaiah 43:9. 

14, 15. Loved him.. called him] i.e. Cyrus: cp. Isaiah 44:28; Isaiah 45:1.

16. Jehovah, unlike the idols (Isaiah 48:14), declared the future unambiguously. And now] i.e. now that the crisis is at hand the Lord has sent His prophet with the message of deliverance.

18, 19. Hadst hearkened.. had been as] This is the literal rendering, but the passage may be a promise for the future, 'O that thou wouldst hearken.. shall be.'

19. Thy seed, etc.] Old promises would have been realised (Genesis 22:17).

20. The exiles are bidden to prepare to leave Babylon. 

21. The imagery is from the former exodus from Egypt. 

22. Those who are unfaithful cannot share the promised peace. The words are repeated almost exactly at Isaiah 57:21.

49 Chapter 49 

Verses 1-11

The Servant of Jehovah
Isaiah 49:1-13. The Servant of Jehovah tells of His call and mission. Jehovah confirms the confidence of His servant. 

14-26. Objections arising from little faith answered: (a) it cannot be that Zion is forgotten by Jehovah, as she thought (Isaiah 49:14-23); (b) the grasp of the captors is not too strong for Jehovah to release His people (Isaiah 49:24-26).

Isaiah 50:1-11. The people's banishment is not by Jehovah's will, and He is able to deliver them. The Servant of Jehovah declares the conditions of his work. The prophet's comment on the Servant's words.

Verses 1-21
This section is not so argumentative in tone as the last. Its distinguishing feature is the development of the prophet's teaching concerning the Servant of Jehovah. The conception seems to arise, as has been noted, with the nation considered collectively as a Servant of God (Isaiah 41:8-9; Isaiah 44:1-2, Isaiah 44:21; Isaiah 45:4). So long as the attitude and work of God in relation to the nation are solely in view, there is no limitation of the idea; but when the nation's work and attitude to Him and the fulfilment of His purposes come to be considered, the Servant of God seems to take on a narrower sense. The actual Israel, with its many shortcomings—its blindness to the truth, its deafness to God's message—gives way to those more select souls—a part only of the people—through whom the duties and destiny of the nation will be fulfilled. At the same time, it is clear that the idea passes on to an individual distinct from the nation (Isaiah 49:5-6), in whom are concentrated all the attributes of the ideal nation, and who shall realise all that Israel was intended to be. His character and office are thus delineated: (a) He is prepared by Jehovah from the womb for His lifework (Isaiah 49:1-2); (b) He is endowed with the Divine Spirit (Isaiah 42:1); (c) He is not ostentatious or unduly severe (Isaiah 42:2-3); (d) He is to be the embodiment of a New Covenant between Jehovah and His people (Isaiah 42:6; Isaiah 49:8); (e) and to teach all nations true religion (Isaiah 42:1, Isaiah 42:6; Isaiah 49:6); (f) but most remarkable of all, and especially characteristic of this division of the book, are the passages which intimate that this great work is only to be accomplished through humiliation, suffering, and death, issuing in a new and glorious life. The first hint that the Servant's work is to be carried on in face of difficulty and discouragement is found in Isaiah 42:4. His exposure to insult and contumely in the exercise of His mission is expressly indicated in Isaiah 50:6 then follows (Isaiah 52:13; Isaiah 53) a section entirely devoted to the subject, in which the prominent features are the Servant's gentleness and patience under affliction, the vicarious nature of His sufferings, which are not endured on His own account, but for the sins of His people, and the intimation that after pain and death there awaits Him new life full of joy in the contemplation of the success of His work. The correspondence, even in detail, with the Passion of Jesus Christ cannot fail to arrest attention. The way in which the Servant is despised and misunderstood by His contemporaries (Isaiah 53:3), His patience and silence before His accusers (Isaiah 53:7), and His association with malefactors in His death (Isaiah 53:9): these read like a description of what happened in the case of our Lord. How far the prophet understood the meaning of his own words it is difficult to say. No doubt he was thinking at the outset of the faithful core of Israel as being Jehovah's Servant with a great mission to accomplish, and the experience of the exile showed him that this great work for the whole world was only to be wrought through contumely and suffering; yet Jehovah sometimes spake 'with a strong hand' (Ezekiel 3:14), and we can scarcely doubt that the Divine Spirit in these wonderful passages through the prophet foreshadowed the things that should be suffered and accomplished by the perfect Servant of God, the embodiment of Israel's splendid ideal, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Verses 1-26
1. The speaker is the Servant of Jehovah.

From the womb] The thought is that of pre-destined creation, as in Jeremiah 1:5; Luke 1:15; Galatians 1:15
2. He is trained and protected by Jehovah.

3. Though here identified with Israel as fulfilling its ideal, the Servant is yet a Person distinct from the nation, or perhaps a personification of the pious core of the nation, who is to be the means of its restoration (Isaiah 49:6).

4. Though for a moment discouraged, the thought that God will vindicate the right and reward him reassures him. Work] RV 'recompense.'

5. Though.. glorious] RV 'and that Israel be gathered unto Him; for I am honourable.'

6. Cp. Isaiah 42:6. The Servant's mission is not limited to Israel. He is to proclaim a world-wide salvation.

7. A promise to the nation now despised and in bondage that the highest honour is yet in store for it. And he shall choose] RV 'who hath chosen.'

8. To establish, etc.] RV 'to raise up the land, to make them inherit,' fulfilled in the first place in the work of Zerubbabel. Give thee for a covenant, etc.] see Isaiah 42:6. 

9. Cp. Isaiah 42:7. High places] RV 'bare heights.' The prisoners] i.e. in Babylon.

10, 11. The journey homeward shall be made easy for them. The language of Isaiah 49:10 is borrowed in Revelation 7:16, Revelation 7:17. 

10. Heat] properly, 'mirage' (Isaiah 35:7) 

12. From all quarters the returning exiles will come. Sinim stands for distant lands generally; in the opinion of most scholars it strictly signifies China.

16. Graven] refers to the custom of tattooing, by which devotees often indicated their consecration to a deity. According to the prophet's bold figure, Jehovah is devoted to Jerusalem, and cannot use His hands without being reminded of her. 

17. Children] LXX and Vulgate read, 'builders.'

19. The land of thy destruction] RV 'thy land that hath been destroyed.'

20. The children.. other] RV 'the children of thy bereavement,' i.e. the children born in the days (of the exile) when Zion thought herself bereft of all her children.

22. Arms] RV 'bosom.' A particular fulfilment of Isaiah 49:22-23 may be traced in the favour shown by Persian monarchs to Jerusalem after the return from the exile (Ezra 1:1-4; Ezra 6:1-15; Ezra 7:11; Nehemiah 2:1-9); a higher and spiritual fulfilment in the way in which princes in all lands have shown themselves patrons of the Church.

24. An incredulous question on the part of despondent Israelites. Lawful (lit. 'righteous') captive] i.e. captive taken from the righteous, or, adopting a slight emendation, 'captive of the terrible one' (Vulg., Syr., RM). 

26. Feed, etc.] a figure expressing the destruction of Zion's enemies by mutual hostility (Isaiah 9:20).

50 Chapter 50 

Verses 1-11
1. The children of Zion (Isaiah 49:20-21) are addressed. Their servitude is not irrevocable; Jehovah has not formally repudiated Zion (Deuteronomy 24:1); nor, though they had to learn by discipline, can any creditors claim His people as slaves (2 Kings 4:1): cp. Jeremiah 24:4-6; Ezekiel 37.

2, 3. The imagery is from the exodus from Egypt. 

2. Wherefore.. answer] These clauses emphasise the hopelessness of Israel's case from a human point of view. Only the divine power could effect the deliverance of the exiles.

4. The Servant of Jehovah is here the speaker (as in Isaiah 49:1). He is taught by Jehovah, receiving the divine message each morning.

To speak, etc.] RV 'to sustain with words him that is weary.'

5, 6. The Servant does not shrink from his mission in spite of the suffering and humiliation involved.

7, 9. Being sustained by the strength of Jehovah, and therefore confident of victory, he is unflinching and challenges his adversaries.

10, 11. Words addressed by the prophet to the Israelites; let the faithful ones amongst the exiles trust in Jehovah (Isaiah 50:10); as for those who resist Him and arm themselves against His prophets, their weapons shall recoil upon themselves (Isaiah 50:11). 

10. Read, '.. servant? he that walketh in darkness and hath no light, let him trust,' etc. (RV).

11. Sparks] RV 'firebrands.'

51 Chapter 51 

Verses 1-12

The Hope of speedy Return for the Exiles
Isaiah 51:1-16. Encouragement from consideration of the past. Jehovah's purpose for His people is sure. Prayer for deliverance (based on the deliverance of the exodus). Jehovah in response reassures His people. 

17-23. The divine wrath, which was upon Jerusalem, shall be turned against her oppressors.

Isaiah 52:1-6. The glorious change in Zion's fortune. 

7-12. The deliverance of the exiles imminent.

Verses 1-23
1, 2. In the past God made Israel a great nation from a single ancestor, and that wonderful growth should be an encouragement to the righteous remnant now to believe in their restoration. 

2. Alone] RV 'when he was but one,' i.e. childless.

4. A law, etc.] through Israel, Jehovah purposes to reveal Himself to the nations (Isaiah 42:1). 

4, 5. The people] RV 'peoples.'

6. The v. contrasts the certainty of God's purposes for His people with, the transitory character of the visible world. 

8. My righteousness] i.e. as shown in faithfulness to My promises.

9-11. An appeal from Israel to Jehovah that He will show His power as of old at the exodus, that the exiles may return triumphantly to Zion. 

9. Rahab] a symbolic name for Egypt, as in Isaiah 30:7 RV. Dragon] standing for Egypt (Psalms 74:13).

12-16. God assures His people of their speedy deliverance. 

13. As if.. ready] RV 'when he maketh ready.'

14. Read, 'He that is bowed down shall speedily be loosed, and he shall not die in the pit, neither shall his bread fail.'

15. Divided, etc.] RV 'stirreth up the sea, that the waves thereof roar.' Jehovah rules in the world, and therefore has power to perform His promise. 

16. While Isaiah 51:12. are spoken to the Jewish exiles, the parallel between this passage and Isaiah 49:2 suggests that the ideal Israel—Jehovah's Servant—is here addressed.

17. Hast drunk] The prostrate condition of Jerusalem under the wrath of Jehovah is set forth under the figure of one stupefied and reeling owing to a deep draught. 

19. By whom] RV 'how.'

20. A wild bull] RV 'an antelope': the figure denotes helplessness.

21-23. Jehovah's wrath is now to be turned against Jerusalem's oppressors.

52 Chapter 52 

Verses 1-12
1, 2. Zion invited to array herself as a queen and sit enthroned, freed from the presence of heathen foes, and with her children restored from captivity. 

1. Thy strength] Strength returns to Zion when the Arm of Jehovah works within her (Isaiah 51:9). 

3. Her captors paid no price, and therefore have no claim upon her. 

4. The Assyrian oppressed] alluding to the sufferings of God's people at the hands of Sargon and Sennacherib.

5. What have I] RV 'what do I.' The argument is that the Egyptian and Assyrian oppressors were but temporary; is there any reason why the Babylonian exile should be permanent? Make.. howl] RV 'do howl.'

Every day] RV 'all the day.'

6. Shall know my name] Owing to the exile men had doubted Jehovah's power (cp. Isaiah 52:5, 'my name.. is blasphemed'), but in the ensuing deliverance He will vindicate Himself, and His people shall know Him in His true character.

7. Cp. Isaiah 40:9; This and the following vv. refer to the return from the exile. 

8. Watch-men] may refer to prophets (cp. Isaiah 21:6, Isaiah 21:11-12; Isaiah 56:10), or to heavenly spirits (cp. Daniel 4:13). Eye to eye] i.e. as one looks into the eye of his friend. 

10. His holy arm] cp. Isaiah 51:9.

11. No unclean thing] cp. v. 

1. That bear the vessels, etc.] i.e. the priests and Lévites, who are to carry back to Jerusalem for use in the restored Temple the sacred utensils, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken away to Babylon. See the fulfilment of this recorded in Ezra 1:7-11. 

12. With haste, etc.] in contrast to the exodus from Egypt (Exodus 12:39).

Rereward] i.e. rearguard.

Verse 13

The Suffering of Jehovah's Servant: Its Meaning and Results
See introductory note to chapters 

49-57.
Isaiah 52:13-15. The contrast between the Servant's humiliation and exaltation; its effect upon the world.

Isaiah 53:1-12. The import of the Servant's sufferingnot understood. The vicarious nature and triumphant issue of the Servant's suffering.

Verses 13-15
13. Deal prudently] RV 'wisely.' The word implies success as the result of prudent plan; it is used of David's behaviour (1 Samuel 18:14-15, 1 Samuel 18:30).

Exalted, etc.] The idea is repeated for emphasis.

14. 15. At the Servant's exaltation, following upon his deep humiliation and suffering, the nations and their rulers are dumb with awe, and learn truth unknown before. This was fulfilled in the effect upon the world of the resurrection and exaltation of Christ following upon His passion.

15. So corresponds to as (Isaiah 52:14), the words his visage.. men being a parenthesis. Sprinkle] i.e. so as to cleanse (Pesh. 'he shall purify'): or, read, 'startle' (RM).

53 Chapter 53 

Verses 1-12
1-3. The tenses are past (prophetic perfect), the future being viewed as already accomplished.

1. The questions are asked by the prophet, and the implied answer is 'No one.' None or few received the divine message, or recognised the working of Jehovah's power in His Servant.

Arm] cp. Isaiah 51:9; Isaiah 52:10.

2. The people here speak. There was nothing in the servant's appearance to attract them. Shall grow] RV 'grew.' Before him] i.e. before God. Tender plant, etc.] not like a stately tree, but like a lowly plant, struggling in arid soil. So the human life of the Messiah was one of obscurity and humility.

3. Sorrows.. grief] lit. 'pains.. sickness.' He was despised, etc.] literally fulfilled in the attitude of His contemporaries generally towards our Lord: cp. John 1:10-11; John 8:48; John 9:24; John 10:20.

4-6. Though they thought him the object of Jehovah's wrath, he was in truth afflicted that they might be delivered; the penalty of their sin fell on him, instead of recoiling upon the transgressors. A remarkable prophecy of Christ, Himself sinless, suffering that men might be delivered from their sins and the penalty due to them.

5. Chastisement of our peace] i.e. resulting ia our peace.

7. The v. expressively sets forth the meekness of the Messiah under persecution. See the literal fulfilment recorded in Matthew 26:63; Matthew 27:12, Matthew 27:14 and parallel passages.

8. Read, 'By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who among them considered that he was cut off,' etc. (RV); i.e. his persecution ended in death, but his contemporaries did not understand that this was for his peopled transgressions, not for his own. The ignorance of those who crucified Christ (Acts 3:17; Acts 13:27; 1 Corinthians 2:8) is here foreshadowed.

9. He made.. because] RV 'they made.. although.' Though himself guiltless, he was, in his end, associated with malefactors. Rich is parallel to wicked, and stands for the wrong-fully rich (Psalms 49:6; Proverbs 11:16). The words received their fulfilment in detail in the crucifixion of Christ between two robbers.

10. Yet it pleased] His sufferings were in accordance with the divine purpose (cp. Acts 2:23; Acts 4:28). Offering for sin] lit. 'trespass-offering' (Leviticus 5:14.). Sin is an infringement of God's honour and rights, and the life of the Servant is the satisfaction paid for it. This sacrifice of the Servant is the condition (a) of spiritual parentage, (b) of continued life after death, and (c) of the fulfilment of his divine mission (Isaiah 49:5-6). The prophet here plainly teaches the atoning efficacy of the death of the Messiah, the accomplishment of His work through His sacrifice and His glorious after-life.

11. His knowledge] i.e. either (a) the knowledge which he possesses (cp. John 17:25), or (b) knowledge of him (cp. John 17:3). Justify many] RV 'make many righteous,' by delivering them from the guilt and consequences of their sins.

12. Jehovah gives him victory as a great ruler of mankind because of his willing selfsacrifice.

54 Chapter 54 

Verses 1-8

Renewed Promises of Restoration
Isaiah 54:1-6. Zion addressed as a woman whose period of barrenness and affliction is over; the desolation and reproach of the exile are to be things of the past. 

7-10. From His promise of mercy to Zion Jehovah will not go back. 

11-17. The re-establishment of the city. Its security from enemies.

Isaiah 55:1-7. The prophet invites mankind to those blessings which Jehovah has covenanted; and exhorts to putaway obstacles to their enjoyment. 

8-13. Jehovah's promise is sure, and great joy and glory await His people.

Isaiah 56:1-2. They that do right shall be rewarded. 

3-8. In the restored Jerusalem the privileges of God's people shall be for all without distinction.

Verses 1-17
1. Married wife] referring to the days of Jerusalem's prosperity. 

2. The figure is that of a tent which must be enlarged to take in increasing numbers (Isaiah 33:20). The ultimate fulfilment is seen in the extension of the religion of Zion so as to embrace the nations in the Christian dispensation. 

3. Break forth] RV 'spread abroad.' Make the desolate cities, etc.] (cp. Isaiah 49:8; Isaiah 58:12; Isaiah 61:4) i.e. reoccupy cities which had suffered from Babylonian invasions.

4. Shame of thy youth] i.e. desertion of Jehovah for other gods in her earlier history.

Thy widowhood] the period of the exile, when Jehovah seemed to have f orsaken her.

5. Thine husband] and therefore faithful, even though Israel may be faithless. 

6. Called thee] i.e. back again to take thy place as wife.

When.. refused] RV 'when she is cast off.'

7. A small moment] i.e. during the 70 years' exile in Babylon: cp. Isaiah 26:20. 

8. In a little wrath] 'in overflowing wrath' (RV), i.e. in transient outburst. 

9. Referring to Genesis 9:11
10. Covenant.. peace] RM 'covenant of peace.'

11. The restoration of Jerusalem. Fair colours] lit. 'antimony,' to set off their brilliancy: mentioned elsewhere as used for painting the eyelids, to enhance the brilliancy of the eyes (2 Kings 9:3 RV). 

12. Windows of agates] RV 'pinnacles of rubies.' See similar symbolism in connexion with the new Jerusalern, Tobit 13:16-17; Revelation 21:19, etc. 

13. The outward splendour is to be worthy of the citizens (Jeremiah 31:34).

15. They shall surely] RV 'they may.' This refers to Zion's enemies. Not by me] i.e. not at Jehovah's bidding, as was the case with Sargon and Sennacherib, who were divinely appointed instruments of chastisement: cp. Isaiah 10:5; Isaiah 37:26. For thy sake] RV 'because of thee.'

16. I have created, etc.] and therefore they cannot work against My will. 

17. This is the heritage] viz. the discomfiture of their enemies. Righteousness i.e. justification in the eyes of the world through Jehovah's faithfulness to His promises.

55 Chapter 55 

Verses 1-13
1. Waters.. wine.. milk] These stand figuratively, as the whole context shows, for spiritual blessings. 

2. Wherefore, etc.] refers to the assiduous practice of idolatry, which had been Israel's besetting sin.

3. Mercies] loving-kindnesses. The meaning is that Jehovah will, without fail, fulfil for His people the promises of loving-kindness made to David (Psalms 89:35). 

4. Read, 'I gave him,' i.e. David. People] RV 'peoples.' David's successes gave him a position which made his religion known in the world, and thus he witnessed for Jehovah. 

5. Israel shall similarly so testify that the nations shall turn to Jehovah. 

6, 7. The exhortation shows that the promises given are conditional.

8, 9. These vv. are especially addressed to those of the Israelites who were incredulous as to the possibility of restoration to their own land. 

10, 11. As certainly as the elements fulfil their purposes, so will Jehovah fulfil His promise.

12. With joy.. peace] not in haste or flight, as from Egypt. The passage describes the exodus from Babylon. All nature rejoices with God's people. 

13. Cp. Isaiah 35:1; Isaiah 41:19. And it shall be, etc.] These words form an assurance that the state of things foretold in the clauses preceding shall surely come to pass and shall be permanent.

56 Chapter 56 

Verses 1-8
1, 2. Further conditions to be observed that men may share in the approaching deliverance. 

1. Keep ye.. justice] i.e. keep the law, and practise righteousness. 

2. Layeth hold on] RV ' holdeth fast by.' Polluting] RV 'profaning.'

3-7. The privileges of the people of God are open to all, even to those who think themselves excluded by race, or by physical disability (Deuteronomy 23:1). The sabbath appears to have been more strictly observed in the BabyIonian period than it had been under the monarchy (Jeremiah 17:19.; Ezekiel 20:11.; Nehemiah 13:15.).

5. Place] RV 'memorial.'

7. People] RV 'peoples.' The passage is referred to by our Lord at the cleansing of the Temple (Matthew 21:13).

8. Beside those, etc.] RV 'beside his own that are gathered.'

Verse 9
9. Israel pictured as a neglected and helpless flock, exposed to the attacks of wild beasts.

Verses 9-21

The Idolatries of Israel
It is difficult to determine the date of this section with certainty. Many scholars assign it, with the rest of Isaiah 40-66, to the period of the exile, or to a date after the return; but some give it a pre-exilic date, on the following grounds: (a) The picture that is drawn of the self-indulgent and infatuated leaders of the nation (Isaiah 56:10-12) would, it is thought, apply more accurately to the period preceding the exile, than to the exile. (b) The idolatrous rites alluded to (Isaiah 57:5-9) are those practised in the later days of the Jewish monarchy, (c) Isaiah 57:1 implies persecution of the true servants of Jehovah, such as marked the reign of Manasseh. (d) The natural features in Isaiah 57:5-6 are Palestinian, (e) The allusion in Isaiah 57:9-10 seeking foreign alliances suits the days of the monarchy better than the exile period. Those who assign the section to the exile period maintain that the above reasoning is scarcely conclusive, because the writings of Jeremiah and Ezekiel show that heathen rite, such as are here described prevailed right up to the exile, and the tendency to practise them no doubt was strong amongst the Jews generally during the exile: cp. Isaiah 65:3-5, Isaiah 65:11; Again, there were other and later persecutions than that under Manasseh; and that the Jewish exiles were subject to persecution is shown by the case of Daniel and his friends. The Palestinian setting of the idolatrous sacrifices referred to may be accounted for by supposing that these are described as they had been practised by the nation in Palestine.

Chs. Isaiah 56:9-12 - Isaiah 57:2. Rebuke of the unworthy leaders of the nation. Israel is exposed to danger because the rulers are infatuated, self-seeking, self-indulgent, and careless of justice.

C. Isaiah 57:3-10. Rebuke of those given to idolatry. A picture of the idolatrous rites in which they have indulged. 

11-14. Jehovah will not endure this, but will interpose. 

15-21. He points the way of restoration through penitence.

57 Chapter 57 

Verses 1-21
2. The peace of the grave is better than the condition of unrest under their rulers (Isaiah 57:1).

Shall enter.. shall rest] RV 'entereth.. rest.'

3, 5. Sons, etc.] i.e. descendants, perpetuating the character of their ancestors. Seed, etc.] i.e. through your idolatry violating the mystical union between Jehovah and His people: cp. Ezekiel 16:44.

4. Sport yourselves] implying that they find delight in the misfortune of the servants of Jehovah. 

5. Enflaming] The word describes the excitement attending the orgies which accompanied the celebration of heathen rites: cp. 1 Kings 18:26, 1 Kings 18:28. Slaying, etc.] referring to human sacrifices practised under Ahaz and Manasseh (2 Chronicles 28:3; 2 Kings 21:6).

6. An allusion to stone-worship (Jeremiah 3:9). Large stones, such as those referred to, were fetiches of the Semitic races in early times, and were thought to be abodes of a deity: cp. the action of Jacob, Genesis 28:11, Genesis 28:18. Thy lot] whereas Jehovah was their true portion (Jeremiah 10:16; Psalms 16:5). Should.. these?] RV 'shall I be appeased for these things?'

7. Thy bed] Idolatry is in OT. commonly figured as adultery (Exodus 34:15; Deuteronomy 31:16); hence bed is put for the place of idol-worship. 

8. Remembrance] RV 'memorial,' i.e. idolatrous inscription, in place of the memorial of God's law (Deuteronomy 6:9).

9. The figure is that of a woman trying to attract admirers. Judah had coquetted with foreign kings, especially with the king of Assyria (2 Kings 16:7, 2 Kings 16:10). Or perhaps for the king we should read 'Moloch'; the reference then is to idolatry, as in the preceding vv.

Messengers] RV 'ambassadors.' Unto hell] i.e. Hades, put for the lowest abasement.

10. In the greatness] RV 'with the length.' Hast found.. hand] RV 'didst find a quickening of thy strength,' i.e. Judah imagined her power increased by foreign alliances.

Grieved] RV 'faint.'

11. Of whom] i.e. heathen gods. Lied] in outwardly recognising Jehovah, while in heart faithless to Him.

Of old] RV 'of long time.'

12. Ironical.

And thy works, etc.] RV 'and as for. thy works, they shall not profit thee.'

13. Companies] RM 'rabble,' alluding to the numerous gods introduced. Vanity, etc.] RV 'a breath shall carry them away.'

14. Let all barriers to the return be removed.

15. Jehovah remembers and will restore the faithful among the exiles. 

16. For the spirit should fail] i.e. mankind could not survive God's judgments. 

17. God hid His face and was angry, in order to turn His people from their sins. Covetousness] cp. Jeremiah 6:13; Amos 8:4.

18. His ways] of repentance. 

19. I create, etc.] i.e. Jehovah gives men occasion to praise Him. Far off.. near] referring to the dispersed Israelites, those far off from Jerusalem, and those near to it: cp. Daniel 9:7.

58 Chapter 58 

Verses 1-14
2. Did righteousness] i.e. kept the law. They are ready enough for the external requirements of religion. 

3. The questions express surprise that the fast is without effect.

Find pleasure, etc.] render, 'carry on business and oppress all your labourers.' With all their professions of self-denial they are selfish.

4. For strife] i.e. strife is the result of this formal fasting. Ye shall not, etc.] RV 'ye fast not this day so as to make your voice,' etc.

5-7. Literal fasting is not here excluded, but the prophet declares its uselessness when divorced from the spirit of love. Our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount closely connects fasting and almsgiving (Matthew 6:1, Matthew 6:16). 

6. The heavy burdens] RV 'the bands of the yoke.'

8. Health] RV 'healing.' Thy righteousness] i.e. thy inward personal righteousness: cp. Isaiah 1:27 or, perhaps, 'thy justification in the eyes of the world': cp. Isaiah 54:17; Shall be thy rereward] i.e. shall protect thee. The allusion is to the exodus, when the visible manifestation of Jehovah's presence was a defence to the Israelites from the Egyptians pursuing in the rear (Exodus 14:19). Rereward] i.e. rearguard.

9. Yoke] i.e. of enforced or oppressive labour. Putting.. finger] i.e. in scorn. Vanity] RV 'wickedly.'

10. Draw out, etc.] i.e. supply to the hungry such things as thou thyself desirest. 

11. Fat] RV 'strong.'

12. Primarily the prophet contemplates the restoration of the ruined buildings of Jerusalem, but the wider spiritual application of his words is obvious. The faithful soul is not only itself fruitful (Isaiah 58:11), but a means of bringing help and blessing to others. 

13. Turn away thy foot from the sabbath] so as not to profane it. 

14. Cause thee, etc.] i.e. give thee triumphant possession of the land.

Verses 1-24

The Glorious Future of the Jewish Race
This concluding group of chapters is chiefly distinguished by glowing pictures of the future of Jerusalem, when the Jews shall be restored to their land again. A glorious restoration is promised (Isaiah 60:1-2; Isaiah 61:4, Isaiah 61:10-11), all nations are tobe members of the restored city (Isaiah 60:3-5), the glories of which are vividly pictured (Isaiah 60:6), the crowning glory being the holiness of the citizens (Isaiah 60:21). The fulfilment of the prophet's utterances may be traced in the spiritual glories of the new Jerusalem above, which is the mother of us all.

Isaiah 58:1-7. Mere outward service of Jehovah is vain; He desires mercy rather than sacrifice. 

8-12. They who thus serve Him in a right spirit shall be wonderfully rewarded, and shall restore Jerusalem; 

13, 14. as also shall they who duly observe the sabbath.

Isaiah 59:1. But why is Jehovah's help so long delayed? 

2-8. Because of the depravity of the leaders of Israel, 

9- 15a. and because of the sins of the people, which they recognise and confess. 

15b-21. No human aid can suffice to right matters, but Jehovah will interpose to vindicate and deliver His oppressed people.

Isaiah 60:1-9. Then shall the dispersed Israelites be gloriously restored. 

10-13. Jerusalem shall be rebuilt with splendour, and 14-22. her people shall be dominant and prosperous.

Isaiah 61:1-3. The prophet is commissioned to announce the restoration of exiled Israel. 

4-9. The rebuilding of Jerusalem and the coming glory of her people. 

10-12. Jerusalem's song of praise.

Isaiah 62:1-7. The great change that is imminent in the fortunes of Jerusalem, and 8-12. in the lot of her afflicted people.

59 Chapter 59 

Verses 1-21
1, 2. An answer to the implied objection that the promises of restoration have not yet been fulfilled. 

3. Cp. 1:15.4. RV 'None sueth in righteousness.. in truth.' The allusion is to unjust prosecutions. 

5. Cockatrice]

RM 'adder.' He that eateth, etc.] i.e. the man who falls in with their plans is ruined thereby, and he who opposes them is confronted with a still greater danger. 

6. Their schemes cannot even benefit themselves. 

9. The prophet and the people confess their sins. Light] i.e. deliverance.

10. Grope.. wall] seeking guidance: cp. Deuteronomy 28:29. We are .. dead men] RV 'among them that are lusty we are as dead men.'

11. Mourn] i.e. moan (Isaiah 38:14). 

12. With us] i.e. present in our thoughts. 

14. The street] the open space in the city where business is done, and cases are brought before the judges.

15. Injustice arouses God's indignation.

Faileth] RV 'is lacking.' Judgment] justice.

16f. Cp. Isaiah 63:5.; 

17. The attributes of Jehovah, which come out clearly in His interposition, are figured as His armour. St. Paul's imagery (Ephesians 6:14.) is based on this passage.

18. Islands] put for distant lands generally. The judgment affects the world at large as well as Israel. 

19. When.. against him] RV 'for he shall come as a rushing stream, which the breath of the Lord' (i.e. a strong wind) 'driveth.'

20. Redeemer] i.e. Jehovah, who is so called elsewhere: cp. Isaiah 41:14; Isaiah 43:1. This was fulfilled at Christ's first coming, when He was accepted by the faithful few in Israel. But St. Paul (Romans 11:26) applies the promise to the time when Israel, which did not accept the gospel, shall be restored again to God's Church, so that its final fulfilment is yet in the future. Zion] i.e. the faithful remnant of the nation, as the next clause explains. 

21. My spirit, etc.] The faithful remnant is to be the inspired organ of Jehovah's revelation.

60 Chapter 60 

Verses 1-22
1. The light of deliverance so long waited for (Isaiah 59:9) is about to shine. This prophecy received its highest fulfilment at the coming of Christ, the true Light of the world, which was followed by a great ingathering of the nations to the Church of God (Isaiah 60:3, etc.).

2. People] RV 'peoples.'

4. Cp. Isaiah 49:18. All they gather themselves] i.e. the exiles who had been dispersed. Nursed.. side] i.e. carried on the hip, in the Eastern fashion. 

5. Flow together] RV 'be enlightened.' Fear] RV 'tremble,' with strong emotion. Abundance of the sea] the rich seafaring people. Forces, etc.] RV 'wealth of the nations.' 

6f. The nations are pictured as coming in a long train, to bring their riches for the service of the sanctuary. Ephah] a Midianite tribe (Genesis 25:4). Sheba] Psalms 72:10. 

7. Kedar] cp. Isaiah 21:17. Nebaioth] a tribe allied to Kedar, descended from Ishmael (Genesis 25:13). 

8. The ships with sails spread speed over the waters, like doves to their neat. 

9. Isles] the maritime lands of the west (Isaiah 49:1). Ships of Tarshish] cp. Isaiah 2:16; 1 Kings 10:22; 1 Kings 22:48; Deep-sea ships suitable for long voyages, such as that to Tarshish across the Mediterranean.

10. In my wrath] cp. Isaiah 54:7-8.

11. The gates are open continually, that the trains of caravans bearing gifts may enter.

And that their kings, etc.] RV 'and their kings led with them,' i.e. as captives. The rebuilding of the Temple is pictured in language recalling its erection in the days of Solomon.

13. Cp. Isaiah 35:2. Place of my feet] i.e. the Temple (Psalms 99:5; Psalms 132:7).

15. The figure is that of a forsaken wife (Isaiah 54:6), but is quickly changed to that of a desolate land. 

16. The thought is the same as in Isaiah 49:23. 

17. The language suggests a return to the prosperity which marked Solomon's reign, with the great difference that the officers shall not be agents of oppression (1 Kings 12:4). Exactors] RM 'taskmasters.'

18. Thy walls, etc.] cp. Isaiah 26:1. 

19. Cp. Revelation 21:23; Revelation 22:5. 

21. The people shall all fulfil the law, so that there will be no need of the discipline of exile: cp. Isaiah 59:13, Isaiah 59:14.

22. A little one] RV 'the little one,' i.e. the smallest; he who has no children, or few. In his time] RV 'in its time.'

61 Chapter 61 

Verses 1-11
1. The speaker is the prophet, either in his own person, or in that of the Servant of Jehovah. The mission here spoken of is identical with the mission of the Servant as already indicated; e.g. to bind up, etc. (cp. Isaiah 42:3, Isaiah 42:7), and, again, proclaim liberty, etc. (cp. Isaiah 42:7; Isaiah 49:9). This phrase is taken from the law of the year of jubilee (Leviticus 25:8-10). Our Lord applies the passage to His own work in Luke 4:16. Anointed] i.e. to prophetic office (1 Kings 19:16). 

2. The period of God's favour (acceptable year) is contrasted with the short time that His wrath endures (day of vengeance). 
3. Appoint] assign to, provide. Beauty] RV 'a garland.'

4. The outcome of the mission recounted in Isaiah 61:1 is the same as the issue of the Servant's work (Isaiah 49:8). 

5. Other nations represented as filling menial offices. 

6. Israel will attain its original ideal (Exodus 19:6). Riches.. Gentiles] wealth of the nations. In their glory, etc.] RM 'to their glory shall ye succeed.'

7. Double] i.e. by way of compensation or reward (Isaiah 40:2).

8. Judgment] i.e. justice. For burnt offering] RV 'with iniquity.' The reference is to the spoliation of which Israel is the victim.

Direct their work] RV 'give them their recompence.'

9. Known] i.e. renowned.

10. Decketh.. ornaments] lit. 'decketh himself with a priestly head-dress.' The allusion is to the custom of the bridegroom wearing a special head-dress on the wedding day (Song of Solomon 3:11). 

11. As the earth, etc.] i.e. as surely as the seasons come round. Righteousness] i.e. the justification of his people in the eyes of the world.

62 Chapter 62 

Verses 1-12
1. The speaker is probably Jehovah Himself. Hold my peace] cp. Isaiah 42:14. The righteousness] i.e. her vindication, the setting of her right in the eyes of the world (cp. Isaiah 58:8). Salvation] i.e. deliverance. 

2. New name] as befits her new character (Isaiah 1:26; Jeremiah 33:16): see Isaiah 42:4.

3. In the hand] so held for the admiration of the world.

4. The figure is again that of a bride (Isaiah 54:6) in whom her husband delights. Hephzibah.. Beulah] meaning, 'My delight is in her,' and 'Married.'

5. The same image differently applied, the people being regarded as the bridegroom and their country as the bride.

6. Watchmen] These are angelic beings who report to Jehovah what happens on earth, and intercede for mercy to Zion (Zechariah 1:11-12).

Ye that make, etc.] RV 'ye that are the Lord's remembrancers, take ye no rest.'

8, 9. The foe will no more rob them of their harvests, but the produce of the land shall be used for the service of the Temple. Holiness] RV 'sanctuary.'

10. A command to prepare the way for the returning exiles (Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 57:14).

For the people] RV 'for the peoples,' that they may escort the Israelites. 

11. His reward, etc.] see on Isaiah 40:10. Work] RV 'recompence.'

12. Holy people] Israel's ideal character realised (Exodus 19:6 cp. Isaiah 61:6). Sought out] contrast Jeremiah 30:17. Not forsaken] Cp. Isaiah 62:4.

63 Chapter 63 

Verses 1-6

The Divine Warrior
1.The prophet asks who is this warrior coming from Edom? The Warrior replies, He is the Divine Deliverer. 

2. The prophet asks why is His raiment red? 

3-6. The Warrior explains, He is returning from vengeance upon the enemies of His people.

1. Travelling] lit. 'bending,' denoting movement in marching (RV). In righteousness] i.e. in faithfulness to promises. Speak, etc.] cp. Isaiah 45:19. 

3. The winepress is the symbol of slaughter in battle (Joel 3:13; Revelation 14:18-20).

Alone, etc.] i.e. no human agent assisted.

People] RV 'peoples.' I will tread, etc.] RV 'trod.. trampled.. is sprinkled.. have stained.'

4. Is] RV 'was.' Year] see Isaiah 61:2. 

5. The absence of human aid (Isaiah 63:3) further emphasised (Isaiah 50:2; Isaiah 59:16).

6. Will tread.. make] RV 'trod.. made.'

People] RV 'peoples.' The divine vengeance falls upon the nations in general, but upon Edom in particular (Isaiah 63:1), the prophet fixing his thoughts upon this nation because of the long-remembered hostility of Edom in the day of Jerusalem's calamity (see prefatory note to Isaiah 34). Drunk] a figure for stupefying disaster (Isaiah 51:17). Will bring, etc.] RV 'poured out their lifeblood on the earth.' The imagery of Christ's final triumph and judgment is taken from this passage (Revelation 19:13), which is thus shown to be a prophecy that will receive its full fulfilment in the punishment of the enemies of God's Church at the last day. The Warrior, who in Isaiah 63:3 is represented as treading the winepress alone, thus stands for the Son of God, to whom alone the Father has committed all judgment (John 5:22). The prophecy is also sometimes applied by analogy to Christ's victory over the powers of evil in His Passion (John 12:31-32), wherein He contended alone (Matthew 27:46).

Verses 7-12

Past Deliverances and Present Needs
Isaiah 63:7-14. Commemoration of Jehovah's mercies to Israel in the past. 

Isaiah 64:5 a. Prayer that He will interpose to deliver His people from their present calamities.

Isaiah 64:5-12. Acknowledgment that these are due to their sins. Appeal to Jehovah that He will look upon the pitiable state of His people and sanctuary.

Verses 7-19
8. Lie] RV 'deal falsely.'

9. He was afflicted] so Heb. traditional reading, meaning that He felt His people's pains as His own (Judges 10:16). But Heb. written text 'he was no adversary' (RM), but, on the contrary, their deliverer. The angel] see Exodus 23:20; Exodus 32:34; Exodus 33:2.

Bare them] see Deuteronomy 1:31; Deuteronomy 32:11.

10. Cp. Psalms 78:40. 

11. He (Israel) remembered] The thought of past mercies evoked penitence (Psalms 78:35). Shepherd] RV 'shepherds.' Within him] i.e. Israel, e.g. Exodus 35:31; Numbers 11:25. 

12. RV 'That caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses.' Arm] see Isaiah 51:9 (also in connexion with the exodus).

13. In the wilderness] i.e. in a grassy plain.

14. RV 'As the cattle that go down.' This refers to the settlement in Canaan.

15. Strength] RV 'mighty acts.' Sounding of thy bowels] stands for sympathetic pity (Isaiah 16:11). Read, 'the sounding.. and thy mercies toward me are restrained.'

16. The patriarchs might disown their descendants, but Jehovah's love is sure. The thought is similar to Isaiah 49:15. The passage is remarkable as one of the very few in OT. where God is addressed as Father (Isaiah 64:8). 17f. A bold expostulation. Hardened, etc.] Have their sins caused God to give them up and become their adversary, as in Pharaoh's case? 

18. A little while] whereas Jehovah had promised them an everlasting inheritance!

19. RV 'We are become as they over whom thou never barest rule; as they that were not called' etc.

64 Chapter 64 

Verses 1-12
1-3. The imagery is taken from the account of the divine manifestation at Sinai (Exodus 19:18).

2. RV 'As when fire kindleth the brushwood, and the fire causeth,' etc. 

4. O God, etc.] RV 'a God beside thee, which worketh for him that waiteth for Him.' St. Paul (1 Corinthians 2:9) alludes to this passage to emphasise the fact that human wisdom cannot fathom the working of God. Meetest] i.e. as a friend.

Art] RV 'wast.' In those, etc.] RV 'in them' (i.e. our sins) 'have we been of long time, and shall we be saved?'

6. An unclean thing] RV 'one that is unclean.' Filthy rags] RV 'a polluted garment': such as was ceremonially unclean. 

8. Cp. Isaiah 63:16; Romans 9:20. An appeal to God that He will not abandon the work of His own hands.

10, 11. Another motive for Jehovah's interference—the present desolation of the land and sanctuary dedicated to Him. 

10. Holy cities] Elsewhere Jerusalem only is so called, but the attribute is here extended to the whole land (Zechariah 2:12). 

11. Pleasant things] the same word as 'goodly vessels,' 2 Chronicles 36:19.

12. Refrain thyself] i.e. refuse to give way to natural tenderness (Genesis 45:1).

65 Chapter 65 

Verses 1-24

The Punishment of Apostate and Reward of Faithful Israel
Isaiah 65:1-10. Israel's obduracy to Jehovah's appeals, and persistent idolatry, which He will surely punish; yet a faithful remnant shall be preserved. 

11-25. The fate in store for the unfaithful. The glories of the coming age for God's faithful people.

Isaiah 66:1-4. The danger of trusting in externals; a merely formal worship is an abomination to Jehovah. 

5. A message of comfort for the faithful who axe persecuted. 

6- 14a. The wonderful restoration of Israel. 

14b-18a. The divine judgment on the nations, and on all idolaters. 

18b-24. The recognition and worship of Jehovah by all nations.

Verses 1-25
1. Render, 'I have offered answers to those who asked not; I have been at hand to those who sought me not.. a nation that hath not called upon my name.' The v. refers to the Israelites who neglected Jehovah's appeals so often made. St. Paul (Romans 10:20) applies the passage by inference to the heathen world.

3. Gardens] the scenes of idolatrous rites in the pre-exile period (Isaiah 1:29; Isaiah 57:5). Upon altars, etc.] RV 'upon bricks,' i.e. perhaps the tiled roofs of houses (2 Kings 23:12). 

4. Monuments] RV 'secret places.' The v. alludes to the custom of sleeping in sepulchres or vaults of idol temples to learn the future through dreams. Eat swine's flesh] i.e. in sacrificial meals (Isaiah 66:17); it was forbidden by the Law as unclean (Leviticus 11:7; Deuteronomy 14:8). Broth, etc.] referring to a sacrificial feast of unclean food.

5. Which say, etc.] The words are uttered by those initiated into heathen mysteries, and who therefore considered themselves peculiarly sacred. 

6. It (i.e. their sin) is written] cp. Jeremiah 17:1. 

7. Upon the mountains] cp. Isaiah 57:7; Hosea 4:13.

Therefore.. work] RV 'there will I first measure their work.' Jehovah must first of all punish these deeds.

8. The meaning is that as a few good grapes often save a cluster from being destroyed, so Israel shall be preserved through the faithful remnant. 

10. Sharon] the maritime plain on the W. of Palestine and the valley of Achor near Jericho on the E., are put for the whole land. 

11. Ye are they that] RV 'ye that.'

Prepare a table] alluding to rites such as are described in Jeremiah 7:18. That troop] Heb. Gad, i.e. 'Fortune' (RV): cp. Joshua 11:17. Furnish, etc.] 'fill up mingled wine unto Meni' (i.e. 'destiny'). 'Meni' and 'Gad'.in the clause preceding are names of heathen deities.

12. Number you] RV 'destine you.'

15. Ye shall leave, etc.] So fearful will their fate be that their name will be used in imprecation. Jeremiah 29:22 exactly illustrates what is meant.

16. The meaning is that men will recognise the faithfulness of Jehovah. 

17. The same language is in NT. applied to God's final interposition and restoration of all things (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1). Nature itself will be transformed to be in harmony with regenerate Israel: cp. Isaiah 11:6-9. 

20. The future, in the prophet's view, will be marked by a return to patriarchal longevity (Genesis 5), the power of death being not altogether removed, but limited. Those who die at 100 will be reckoned as but children, or as prematurely cut off for their sins. 

21, 22. Reversal of the curse (Deuteronomy 28:30). 

25. Together with the coming golden age for humanity the prophet anticipates a transformation of the lower creation, as in Isaiah 11:6 : cp. Romans 8:19. Dust, etc.] the serpent will be content with the food God assigned to it (Genesis 3:14).

66 Chapter 66 

Verses 1-24
1. Where, etc.] RV 'what manner of house.. what place shall be my rest.' The v. is a strong rebuke of such as, without a really religious spirit, idly trusted in the inviolability of Zion, and the protection they thought the sanctuary would afford. A like fault is rebuked in Jeremiah 7:1-16. This passage is quoted by St. Stephen (Acts 7:49-50). 

2. Those things] i.e. the universe. All.. have been] RV 'so all these things came to be.'

3. They who offer the due sacrifices, yet without a proper spirit, are no better than they who perform unclean or idolatrous acts. 

4. Their delusions] i.e. things to delude them. 

5. Your brethren, etc.] These are the apostate Israelites (also referred to Isaiah 65:5) who despise the true worshippers of Jehovah. Let the Lord, etc.] RV 'Let the Lord be glorified, that we may see your joy; but they '(who so speak) 'shall be ashamed.' The apostate taunt the faithful with worshipping a God who does not help them.

6. The prophet seems to hear a sound as of one stirring in the Temple and preparing for vengeance.

7-9. The mother is Zion, the child regenerate Israel, and in Isaiah 66:8 the normally slow processes of birth and growth are contrasted with the astonishing development of God's people. 

8. Shall the earth.. bring forth] RV 'Shall a land be born.'

9. God will not delay, or leave unfinished, the work of restoration.

11. The figure of Zion as a mother is still continued. 

12. Flowing] RV 'overflowing.'

14. An herb] RV 'the tender grass'; their youth will be renewed.

16. Plead] i.e. hold judgment. 

17. Sanctify themselves] referring (as in Isaiah 65:5) to the apostates who are initiated into some form of heathen mysteries. Behind one] i.e. (a) 'behind one Asherah,' i.e. idol tree-trunk (RM, cp. Isaiah 17:8); or, (b) 'behind one man,' as priest and leader of their worship. LXX omits the words. Eating, etc.] cp. Isaiah 65:4. The mouse] unclean by the Law (Leviticus 11:29). 

8. It shall come] RV 'the time cometh.'

19. Those that escape the divine judgment on the nations opposed to Israel are represented as going as missionaries to the more distant peoples. Tarshish] in Spain; put for the far West. Pul(i.e. Phut) and Lud] probably African peoples; they are mentioned together as serving in the Egyptian army (Ezekiel 30:5). Tubal] Scythian tribes near the Black Sea (Ezekiel 38:2-3). Javan] Ionians, i.e. Greeks settled in Asia Minor. 

20. The remoter nations bring back the Israelites dispersed among them. 

21. Take of them] i.e. (a) of the nations who bring back the Jews; or, (b) of the Jews themselves thus brought back; all Israel shall be eligible for the priesthood. Isaiah 61:6 favours this latter interpretation. 

22. Cp. Isaiah 65:17.

24. The picture of restoration is completed with the thought of the judgment upon the wicked (similarly Isaiah 48:22; Isaiah 57:21), who are here thought of as having been slain in battle by Jehovah (Isaiah 66:15-16). Their worm, etc.] These words may be intended to refer only to the literal destruction of their corpses, or may also include the torment of the spirits of the ungodly. Jewish interpretation adopted the latter view (Sirach 7:17; Judith 16:17), and it appears also to have the sanction of our Lord's teaching (Mark 9:43-48).

