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Esther 1
Introduction to Esther

I. INTRODUCTION

A. As we begin the book of Esther , it is appropriate to "set it up" by way of little history.

1. The book was written approximately465 years before the birth of Christ!

a) That would put the events of the book somewhere between chapters6,7 of the book of Ezra.

(1) By way of reminder, at that point in Ezra , King Darius has just made a search of the archives in Babylon and discovered that His predecessor, King Cyrus has issued a decree for the Temple to be rebuilt and paid for out of the royal treasury!!

(2) And so it was, and thousands Jews went back to their homeland in great celebration under the leadership of Ezra!

(a) But, there were many, many more Jews who had grown comfortable in the prosperous kingdom of the Kings of Persia!

(i) They did not return! And it is this group of people that the book of Esther encompasses and the events take place over a10 year time period!

2. We do not know who wrote the book!

a) We do however know that he was a Jew by nationality and very personally acquainted with the reign of King Ahasuerus, the Persian empire, and the palace in Shushan!!

3. The book of Esther is different than most of the books of the Bible because the name of God is not even mentioned throughout the entire book!

a) But as you will see, God"s sovereignty and providence is evident all the way through.

b) We will see God arrange everything necessary to keep His people, the Jews, from mass murder by the hand of a principle character named HAMAN.

c) Song of Solomon , Lets get started!

II. TEXT

A. Esther 1:1 (NKJV) Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus (this [was] the Ahasuerus who reigned over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia)

1. Ahasuerus was the Hebrew name given to the king!

a) His real Persian name was Khshayarsha and the Greeks called him Xerxes!

b) Bible scholars believe this is the same king referred to in Daniel 11:2 as the4th and richest of the Persian kings.

B. Esther 1:2 (NKJV) in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which [was] in Shushan the citadel,

1. It is interesting to note that the city of Shushan (or Susa in Greek), was visited by Daniel in551 B.C. in a vision according to ( Daniel 8:1-8). That was86 years prior to the writing of this book!

a) In that vision he saw the rapid rise of the Medo-Persian Empire beginning with Cyrus- which, by the way, began1year after his vision!!

b) Something else worth mentioning, about20 years after the events of the book of Esther , we find a guy by the name of Nehemiah serving in Susa (Hebrew = Shushan), as cupbearer to king Artaxerxes.

(1) Song of Solomon , these events occur before our last study of the book of Nehemiah.

(2) And we will see how the hand of God was working in a pagan society to prepare it for Nehemiah!

C. Esther 1:3 . . .in the third year of his reign he made a feast for all his officials and servants--the powers of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces [being] before him-

1. The Hebrew word for "feast" here means literally "a drinking feast."

2. Dr. J. Vernon McGee estimates that there were between2,3thousand guests at this party and that the cost was in the millions of dollars.

D. Esther 1:4 (NKJV) when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the splendor of his excellent majesty for many days, one hundred and eighty days [in] [all].

1. Song of Solomon , for180 days he "puts on the feed bag" for a couple thousand people!

2. What"s his motive?

a) He is about to launch a military campaign to capture Greece and make himself supreme ruler of the world and he wants their wholehearted support!

b) He wants them to know that he has the finances to support such a war and that they can count on victory!

(1) There is only one problem.God is against him! He cannot and does not succeed!

E. Esther 1:5 And when these days were completed, the king made a feast lasting seven days for all the people who were present in Shushan the citadel, from great to small, in the court of the garden of the king"s palace.

1. When he was done with the guests, the last7 days of the banquet he brings in thousands of the citizens of Shushan!

F. Esther 1:6-7 (NKJV) [There] [were] white and blue linen [curtains] fastened with cords of fine linen and purple on silver rods and marble pillars; [and] [the] couches [were] of gold and silver on a [mosaic] pavement of alabaster, turquoise, and white and black marble. 

7 And they served drinks in golden vessels, each vessel being different from the other, with royal wine in abundance, according to the generosity of the king.

1. Archaeological digs of these palaces have proven the riches and opulence of this empire!

2. Xerxes proved his point. He DID have the money to pull off the war!

3. On a much smaller scale we see the same thing today in business!

a) Companies go to tremendous extremes to "wine and dine" those that have influence.

G. Esther 1:8 (NKJV) In accordance with the law, the drinking was not compulsory; for so the king had ordered all the officers of his household, that they should do according to each man"s pleasure.

1. Evidently there was a law that did not require people to drink at this royal function!

a) Unlike the more "civilized" bosses of today who will sometimes even fire someone for not participating in their drunken orgies!

(1) You would think that corporate executives would want non-drinking people running their business.

H. Esther 1:9-11 (NKJV) Queen Vashti also made a feast for the women [in] the royal palace which [belonged] to King Ahasuerus. 

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 

11to bring Queen Vashti before the king, [wearing] her royal crown, in order to show her beauty to the people and the officials, for she [was] beautiful to behold.

1. While the party was going on for the men, Vashti, the queen was hold one of her own for the women!

2. The king has displayed his opulence and his power, now in a drunken stupor, he wants to bring in his beautiful wife to display her like some kind of trophy!

a) But he gets a surprise!

I. Esther 1:12 (NKJV) But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king"s command [brought] by [his] eunuchs; therefore the king was furious, and his anger burned within him.

1. Whether she was afraid to be in the presence of all these drunken men, or she simply had enough pride and dignity to not be treated like "property" we are not told. But she refused to show up!!!

a) Imagine the insult to the kings power in front of all these people he was trying to impress!

b) Don"t you imagine that the men were saying, "What kind of military leader can he be if he can"t even control the queen!"
(1) On one hand you have to give this woman credit for standing up for what was right!

(2) On the other hand, she gave little thought to the possible failure of this military campaign as a result of her actions!

J. Esther 1:13-15 (NKJV) Then the king said to the wise men who understood the times (for this [was] the king"s manner toward all who knew law and justice, 

14those closest to him [being] Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who had access to the king"s presence, [and] who ranked highest in the kingdom): 

15 "What [shall] [we] do to Queen Vashti, according to law, because she did not obey the command of King Ahasuerus [brought] [to] [her] by the eunuchs?"
1. It is hard for us to understand this today, but the queen"s actions required an emergency cabinet meeting of the men closest to the king!

a) She had refused to obey a direct command of the king!

b) This was a serious issue but it seems that there was no precedence so there was no law they could exact for punishment!

(1) They needed to come up with one fast!

K. Esther 1:16 (NKJV) And Memucan answered before the king and the princes: "Queen Vashti has not only wronged the king, but also all the princes, and all the people who [are] in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 

Esther 1:17 "For the queen"s behavior will become known to all women, so that they will despise their husbands in their eyes, when they report, `King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought in before him, but she did not come." 

Esther 1:18 "This very day the [noble] ladies of Persia and Media will say to all the king"s officials that they have heard of the behavior of the queen. Thus [there] [will] [be] excessive contempt and wrath. 

Esther 1:19 "If it pleases the king, let a royal decree go out from him, and let it be recorded in the laws of the Persians and the Medes, so that it will not be altered, that Vashti shall come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she.

1. Memucan, the chauvinist (and probably the most insecure) of the bunch, spoke first!

2. "She didn"t just insult you king.She insulted your whole kingdom!"
a) "If we let her get by with this, it will spread to all the women and we will have revolt on our hands!"
b) "We won"t get to do anything we tell them to anymore!"
c) Notice his proposal!

L. Esther 1:19 (NKJV) "If it pleases the king, let a royal decree go out from him, and let it be recorded in the laws of the Persians and the Medes, so that it will not be altered, that Vashti shall come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she. 

Esther 1:20 "When the king"s decree which he will make is proclaimed throughout all his empire (for it is great), all wives will honor their husbands, both great and small." 

Esther 1:21 And the reply pleased the king and the princes, and the king did according to the word of Memucan. 

Esther 1:22 Then he sent letters to all the king"s provinces, to each province in its own script, and to every people in their own language, that each man should be master in his own house, and speak in the language of his own people.

a) For this one act of rebellion, Vashti lost her royalty! She was queen no more and never allowed into the presence of the king again!!!

(1) I"m sure that women all over the kingdom, secretly praised her for her strength and courage. But what a price to pay!

(2) As the story unfolds, you will the hand of God more clearly in this forfeiture!

b) Notice that Memucan"s proposal "pleased the king".

(1) This gives us an idea of the moral character of King Xerxes!

d(2) Please keep in mind that this new law has nothing to do with God"s spiritual laws!

(3) This was a pagan king in a pagan society who just enacted a pagan law to appease his pagan pride!

(a) It is now LAW that wives MUST respect their husbands!!

c) But, God is still at work even in this situation!

III. CONCLUSION

A. By the way, in God"s economy, it is still advisable for a wife to respect her husband!!

1. Only now, as Christians, a husband shares that responsibility!!

a) Ephesians 5:33 (NKJV) Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife [see] that she respects [her] husband.
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Esther 2
The Beauty Contest

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we saw Queen Vashti loose everything for refusing to come to the party when King Xerxes requested her presence!

1. Not only did she loose her crown as Queen but she was never allowed to be in the presence of the King again!

a) Which we will see this morning, that the King lived to regret!

2. Also, at the suggestion of the King"s7 advisors, it became law for a woman to respect her husband!!

a) And we concluded our study by stating that it is also a spiritual law that a woman respect her husband, only in Christ, the husband is equally responsible to respect and love his wife!

B. This morning we continue in our study of Esther , with Chapter two!

II. TEXT

A. Esther 2:1 (NKJV) After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus subsided, he remembered Vashti, what she had done, and what had been decreed against her.

1. First, let"s take a look at the After these things phrase at the beginning of this verse.

a) Of course, After these things, refers to the events of the first Chapter.

b) But it also refers to the war against Greece that Xerxes was determined he could win!

(1) Remember his6 month party to solicit military allegiance?

c) But King Xerxes lost the war!

(1) Secular history tells us that his opponent, the Greek soldier, was better trained.

(2) It seems that one Greek soldier was the equivalent of ten Persian soldiers.

(3) And although the Greeks were out numbered, the war was determined at the battle of Thermopylae where only a few men could get through a narrow passage.

(a) As a result, the Greek soldiers being stronger and better trained, gained the victory! Xerxes was defeated!!

d) He returned home dejected and in need of comforting, but Vashti was no longer his Queen!

(1) I"m sure the servants watched as he paced up and down the palace pondering the decision he had made.

(a) The law of the Medes and Persians could not be revoked, and if for some reason, the King would buckle under and Revelation -instate Vashti, it would mean the heads of the seven advisors.

(b) The kings servants come up with a plan.

B. Esther 2:2-4 (NKJV) Then the king"s servants who attended him said: "Let beautiful young virgins be sought for the king; 

3 "and let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather all the beautiful young virgins to Shushan the citadel, into the women"s quarters, under the custody of Hegai the king"s eunuch, custodian of the women. And let beauty preparations be given [them]. :

4 "Then let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti." This thing pleased the king, and he did so.

1. Now, it doesn"t take a rocket scientist to figure out why this plan pleased the king!

a) It is estimated that there were hundreds of young girls rounded up for this "beauty contest!"
b) The most beautiful among them would become queen, and the others would become concubines in the kings harem!

(1) By the way, there is nothing here to indicate that the girls considered this anything but an honor!!

(a) It was a part of their culture, and an extreme priviledge to be chosen by the king!

C. Esther 2:5-6 (NKJV) In Shushan the citadel there was a certain Jew whose name [was] Mordecai the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite. 

6 [Kish] had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captives who had been captured with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away.

1. As you can see Mordecai was from the tribe of Benjamin, from the family of King Saul, he shouldn"t have been in Shushan at all! He should have been in Jerusalem- his home!!

a) But, remember, when Cyrus gave the decree for Jews to return to their homeland only a few returned!

b) Mordecai was one of those whom had grown comfortable in Persia!

(1) Notice that his was a "political" job!

(a) He lived and worked in the "Citadel" or palace!

2. There is nothing wrong with a "political" job if it is in the will of the Lord!

a) Joseph had a political job in Egypt in the will of God.

b) Daniel had a political job in the court of Babylon but also in the will of God.

(1) Mordecai is not in the will of God because he was supposed to return to Jerusalem!

(2) We will however see God"s permissive will and His providence in the life of Mordecai.

(a) Dr. J. Vernon McGee describes the providence of God like this: ".. it is how God coaches a man on second base. .. this man Mordecai is going to be brought `home", although he is out of the will of God, and although he is not looking to God for help."
D. Esther 2:7 (NKJV) And [Mordecai] had brought up Hadassah, that [is], Esther , his uncle"s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman [was] lovely and beautiful. When her father and mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.

1. When Babylon captured Jerusalem there were3deportations of Jews.

a) The first was that of the nobility and the upper-class.

(1) Daniel was among that first group.

b) The second deportation was of the middle-class and most likely Mordecai was amongst that group and he was very young!

c) After the last deportation, only the common an poorest of the land were left when Jerusalem was destroyed.

(1) It is speculated that Esther"s parents may have been slain when Nebuchadnezzar took the city because thousands were killed!

2. Her Hebrew name Hadassah means "star", and scripture tells us that she certainly was beautiful.

3. On one hand you have to give cousin Mordecai credit for adopting her as his own daughter, but on the other, you have to wonder if what happens next is not somewhat selfishly motivated!

E. Esther 2:8-9 (NKJV) So it was, when the king"s command and decree were heard, and when many young women were gathered at Shushan the citadel, [under] the custody of Hegai, that Esther also was taken to the king"s palace, into the care of Hegai the custodian of the women. 

9 Now the young woman pleased him, and she obtained his favor; so he readily gave beauty preparations to her, besides her allowance. Then seven choice maidservants were provided for her from the king"s palace, and he moved her and her maidservants to the best [place] in the house of the women.

1. Most likely, it was Mordecai that entered Esther in the "beauty contest" for queen!

a) He is disobeying the Lord because interracial marriages with unbelievers were forbidden!

b) Second, if Esther looses the competition, she will for a lifetime be the king"s concubine!

2. Hegai, keeper of the women, takes a liking to her and provides everything she needs to make her even more beautiful!

a) We begin to see the hand of God even in awful circumstances!

F. Esther 2:10-11 (NKJV) Esther had not revealed her people or family, for Mordecai had charged her not to reveal [it]. 

11And every day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the women"s quarters, to learn of Esther"s welfare and what was happening to her.

1. Nebuchadnezzar hated the Jews!

a) He is long since gone but the anti-Semitism remains!

b) A new nation is in charge of these "captives" but the hatred is still there!

c) Cousin Mordecai knows that Esther"s Jewish nationality could cost her the crown so they keep it hidden!

d) It is important to understand that God and being a Jew were inseparably linked!

(1) So to deny their nationality was to deny their God also!

2. Mordecai"s events prove that he was out of the will of God

a) You see when we know that when we are in the will of God we can rest!

(1) Mordecai cannot rest! every day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the women"s quarters, to learn of Esther"s welfare and what was happening to her.

G. Esther 2:12 (NKJV) Each young woman"s turn came to go in to King Ahasuerus after she had completed twelve months" preparation, according to the regulations for the women, for thus were the days of their preparation apportioned: six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with perfumes and preparations for beautifying women.

1. Most of us men think it takes too long for our wives to get ready to go somewhere.

a) Look at how long it took these gals to "put their face on"!

(1) six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with perfumes and preparations (1year in all!)

(2) And there were the best looking girls in the kingdom! "My girl friend was so ugly that she came in second in a beauty contest and she was the only contestant."
2. I think an interesting "aside" is this is a pagan nation and a tremendous emphasis is placed upon beauty!

a) It is interesting, the further we get away from the Lord as a nation or as individuals, the greater emphasis we put on the externals instead of "the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible [beauty] of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God." 1 Peter 3:4
H. Esther 2:13 (NKJV) Thus [prepared], [each] young woman went to the king, and she was given whatever she desired to take with her from the women"s quarters to the king"s palace. 

Esther 2:14 In the evening she went, and in the morning she returned to the second house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king"s eunuch who kept the concubines. She would not go in to the king again unless the king delighted in her and called for her by name.

1. Each young maid had use of all the royal clothing and could dress to the "nines" if she wanted to.

I. Esther 2:15 (NKJV) Now when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she requested nothing but what Hegai the king"s eunuch, the custodian of the women, advised. And Esther obtained favor in the sight of all who saw her.

1. Hegai knew that Esther was beautiful just as she was, and Esther trusted him to make the necessary choices as she went before the king.

a) She was a hit! Everybody loved her!

(1) Except for possibly the other young ladies!

J. Esther 2:16-17 (NKJV) So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which [is] the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 

17 The king loved Esther more than all the [other] women, and she obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

1. It appears that when the king saw Esther , his search was over!

a) This "contest" for queen took place in December479 or January478 BC.

b) And Esther was made queen!

(1) Ladies how would you like to be the queen and know that hundreds of your husbands "mistresses" hated you for being queen?

(2) If you are looking for a good study on love and romance, you will not find it in the book of Esther.

(a) You would do well to take a look at the book of Ruth!

(3) This is an old pagan king married to a young beautiful girl.

(a) He has absolutely no idea what real love in the Lord means!

(4) Yet even in the midst of all this paganism, we will see the hand of God!

K. Esther 2:18-19 (NKJV) Then the king made a great feast, the Feast of Esther , for all his officials and servants; and he proclaimed a holiday in the provinces and gave gifts according to the generosity of a king. 

19 When virgins were gathered together a second time, Mordecai sat within the king"s gate.

1. Mordecai has gone from a job to a "position."
a) Sitting at the kin"s gate means that he was a judge for the King"s matters!

2. This is nepotism at its finest!

a) Ester is queen, cousin Mordecai is now a judge!

b) Politics haven"t changed much in2500 years!

(1) James 2:2-4 (NKJV) For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 

3and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor Prayer of Manasseh , "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool," 

4have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?

L. Esther 2:20 (NKJV) [Now] Esther had not revealed her family and her people, just as Mordecai had charged her, for Esther obeyed the command of Mordecai as when she was brought up by him.

1. Esther still has not revealed that she is Jewish to the King or anyone else!

2. Notice that although she is married to the king she is still taking orders for Mordecai!

a) More evidence that this is an unholy marriage!

(1) Genesis 2:23 (NKJV) And Adam said: "This [is] now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man." 

Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

(2) Many marriages today are unsuccessful because either husband or wife is taking orders from someone else in the family instead of listening to their spouse!

III. And we will close with the last3verses in Chapter2

A. Esther 2:21-23 (NKJV) In those days, while Mordecai sat within the king"s gate, two of the king"s eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 

22So the matter became known to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther , and Esther informed the king in Mordecai"s name. 

23And when an inquiry was made into the matter, it was confirmed, and both were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.

1. This event puts Mordecai "over the top" with the king!

2. And we will see how the Lord uses it to protect His people later!
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Esther 3
Haman Ancient Day Hitler

I. INTRODUCTION

A. So far in our study of Esther , we have seen Queen Vashti give up her crown for not parading herself in front of the Kings drunken friends.

1. Last week we saw how cousin Mordecai arranged for Esther to participate in a beauty contest for the selection of a new queen.

a) Esther won, she is now queen and cousin Mordecai sits at the gate as an elder to the king!

b) In that position he uncovered and revealed a plot to kill the king, which gained him favor with King Xerxes.

B. This morning the focus turns to an evil character by the name of Haman.

1. A "little" man by all the standards that make up a real man!

a) He is petty, self-centered, and full of hate and his focus is God"s people the Jews!

II. TEXT
A. Esther 3:1 (NKJV) After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat above all the princes who [were] with him.

1. In 1 Samuel 15:2-11 (NKJV) the Lord said. . .`I will punish Amalek [for] what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. 

3attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey." " 

4So Saul gathered the people together and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men of Judah. 

5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley. 

6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, "Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For you showed kindness to all the children of Israel when they came up out of Egypt." So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 

7 And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all the way to Shur, which is east of Egypt. 

8 He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. 

9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all [that] [was] good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed. 

10 Now the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, 

11 "I greatly regret that I have set up Saul [as] king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My commandments." . . .

a) Please keep in mind as we do this study, that if Saul had done what the Lord had asked him to do, this man Haman wouldn"t even be in the picture!

(1) Refusing to do what the Lord asks (of any of us), always puts someone in jeopardy.

(a) If you"re are single, it puts your future in jeopardy.

(b) If you"re married, it puts your marriage in jeopardy.

(c) If you"re a parent, it puts your family in jeopardy.

(i) The Lord doesn"t just "idly" say or request something.

(ii)Even if we don"t understand the reasoning, we must trust that he has a reason for what he asks of us!

(d) In this case, it was the safety of all the Jews in Persia!

(2) Haman is now "above all the princes who [were] with him "second-in-command" to the King!

B. Esther 3:2 (NKJV) And all the king"s servants who [were] within the king"s gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, for so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage.

1. Try to get the picture here.People didn"t just bow at the waist in those days, they went down on all fours with their face touching the ground!

a) It was pretty obvious to everyone, that Mordecai was the only one standing!!!

2. Here"s a guy who in the past, hasn"t has enough guts to admit that he was a Jew, but there is enough of the Lord in him that won"t let him bow to Haman!

a) You see, God"s people were commanded not to bow as an act of worship to anything, nor anyone but the Lord Himself!!

b) And even though this guy is in many ways out of the will of the Lord, he just can"t bring himself to bow to Haman!

(1) Remember when you were in the world?

(2) Even as a pagan, there were some things that you just couldn"t bring yourself to do nor say!

(a) For me it was using the Lord"s name in vain.

C. Esther 3:3-4 (NKJV) Then the king"s servants who [were] within the king"s gate said to Mordecai, "Why do you transgress the king"s command?" 

4Now it happened, when they spoke to him daily and he would not listen to them, that they told [it] to Haman, to see whether Mordecai"s words would stand; for [Mordecai] had told them that he [was] a Jew.

1. For the first time, there is something in Mordecai"s life that is important enough to reveal the fact that he is Jewish!

a) In doing so he is proclaiming Deuteronomy 6:4 (NKJV) "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord [is] one!

(1) In a pagan society, that is a pretty bold statement!!

(2) Song of Solomon , like good little gossips and "trouble makers" the kings servants go running back to Haman to see if Mordecai"s reasoning will hold up!

D. Esther 3:5-6 (NKJV) When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or pay him homage, Haman was filled with wrath. 

6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the people of Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews who [were] throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus--the people of Mordecai.

1. One of the beautiful properties of light is that it makes things visible!

a) As Mordecai begins to stand for the truth, Haman"s "dark side" comes to the surface!

(1) Ephesians 5:11-13 (NKJV) And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose [them]. 

12For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 

13But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light.

b) Do you begin to see the resemblance to Hitler and Nasser, and all the other satan-empowered "little men" who can"t stand it if one person in the world won"t bow down to them?!?

c) Haman turns his hate to every Jew in the kingdom!

E. Esther 3:7 (NKJV) In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that [is], the lot), before Haman to determine the day and the month, until [it] [fell] [on] [the] twelfth [month], which [is] the month of Adar.

1. Here"s the picture, Haman wants to succeed in his destruction of the Jews so he consults his "gods."
a) In an excavation of the ancient city of Susa in1880-90 , they discovered a quadrangular prism with the Numbers 1 ,2 ,5 , and6 engraved on its sides.

b) It is believed that this is the "lot" they are talking about here, used to determine exactly when they would have the greatest success in killing the Jews.

(1) Proverbs 16:33 (NKJV) tells us that The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision [is] from the Lord.

(2) Song of Solomon , the Lord has it fall on the last month of the year giving11months for the plan to be exposed!

F. Esther 3:8-9 (NKJV) Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws [are] different from all [other] people"s, and they do not keep the king"s laws. Therefore it [is] not fitting for the king to let them remain. 

9 "If it pleases the king, let [a] [decree] be written that they be destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who do the work, to bring [it] into the king"s treasuries."
1. Remember, the king had just come out of a very expensive war that he lost!

a) It doesn"t take much for Haman to convince the king of his plan.

b) He promises to pay the assassins ten thousand talents of silver, and bring all the confiscated property into the kings treasury!!

c) Like many politicians, the money clouded the kings vision and he didn"t even ask who these people were!

(1) But it is estimated that over2million lives were lost in his last war and that didn"t seem to bother him a bit!

(2) Little did he know that Haman"s planned massacre included his wife Esther whom he loved very much, for she too was Jewish!!

G. Esther 3:10 (NKJV) So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.

1. In total ignorance, the king signs the death warrant for his Queen!

a) In that culture, when the Kings signet ring was pressed in the hot wax it was the same as his signature!

b) King Xerxes was giving Haman "power of attorney" by giving him his ring!

(1) Whatever Haman needed to carry out his plan he now had the power to obtain!

H. Esther 3:11-13 (NKJV) And the king said to Haman, "The money and the people [are] given to you, to do with them as seems good to you." 

12Then the king"s scribes were called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and [a] [decree] was written according to all that Haman commanded--to the king"s satraps, to the governors who [were] over each province, to the officials of all people, to every province according to its script, and to every people in their language. In the name of King Ahasuerus it was written, and sealed with the king"s signet ring. 

13And the letters were sent by couriers into all the king"s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in one day, on the thirteenth [day] of the twelfth [month], which [is] the month of Adar, and to plunder their possessions.

1. The annihilation of the Jews becomes the "Law of The Medes and the Persians!"
a) And it is estimated that it had to be translated into at leas127 different languages and distributed!

(1) The message was the same in all languages: On the thirteenth [day] of the twelfth [month], which [is] the month of Adar, Jews were fair game!

I. Esther 3:14-15 (NKJV) A copy of the document was to be issued as law in every province, being published for all people, that they should be ready for that day. 

15 The couriers went out, hastened by the king"s command; and the decree was proclaimed in Shushan the citadel. So the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Shushan was perplexed.

1. As the word went out, it put the city in an uproar as you can imagine!

a) These people hadn"t done anything wrong.

b) Most of them were good, law-abiding, productive citizens and now their live meant nothing!

c) And as J. Vernon McGee says, "The king and old Haman sat down together and had cocktails that evening."
III. CONCLUSION

A. Not doing what the Lord wants us to do puts someone in jeopardy!

B. No matter how far you "run from the Lord" you can"t get away!

1. Mordecai was out of the Lords will, but he still couldn"t bow to Haman!

C. If you are living in darkness, every time you are around a Bible believing Christian, living in the light of Christ, you"re going to feel worse!

D. You can "cast lots" with your life if you want, but God is still in control!

E. Be careful who you give your signet ring to!!

1. The king gave Haman his ring because he put his faith in a weasel!

2. When we are not walking in Christ, we hang out with people we shouldn"t!

a) We marry people we shouldn"t.

b) We go in business with people we shouldn"t

c) And before you know it there is a slaughter taking place in our lives.

d) We become like Haman.

(1) "Little people" full of destruction, hate and rage.
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Esther 4
For Such a Time as This

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we saw "little Hitler" Haman issue a decree to have all the Jews in the Persian empire destroyed because Mordecai wouldn"t bow to him like all the other people in the kingdom!

1. He went to his astrologers and soothsayers and they set the best time for this mass murder11months yet future!

2. Haman, then went to the King, got the king"s approval and began to have the decree translated into the languages of the kingdom.

a) As we have studied,"The Law of the Medes and Persians" was irrevocable! The plan was in motion!

II. TEXT

A. Esther 4:1-3 (NKJV) When Mordecai learned all that had happened, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city. He cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 

2He went as far as the front of the king"s gate, for no one [might] enter the king"s gate clothed with sackcloth. 

3And in every province where the king"s command and decree arrived, [there] [was] great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

1. As we have pointed out in our previous studies, anytime you take a stand, there is a price to pay!

a) I don" t think Mordecai had any idea when he made his stand to not bow to Haman, that it would cost approximately15 million of his countrymen their lives, including the queen!

b) Mordecai is devastated!He knows that the law is irrevocable!

(1) The only thing he knows to do is mourn.

2. Please notice that there is no mention of any call to prayer.

a) These people go through all the other steps of the ritual, but there is no mention of prayer!

(1) When we are backslidden and out of the will of the Lord, prayer is omitted.

(2) The guilt, the suffering, and the pain remain (symbolic of the sackcloth and ashes), but the one thing that can change it all (prayer) is not there.

B. Esther 4:4 (NKJV) So Esther"s maids and eunuchs came and told her, and the queen was deeply distressed. Then she sent garments to clothe Mordecai and take his sackcloth away from him, but he would not accept [them].

1. Esther , no doubt was a little embarrassedby her adoptive father"s actions.

a) But, let"s give her the benefit of doubt and believe that when she heard how much pain he was in, it broke her heart!

b) Look at her solution to Mordecai"s grief.

(1) She bought him a "new suit."
(a) Unlike the sackcloth and ashes, no doubt these clothes were bright, colorful, and very expensive!

(b) They were meant to "cheer him up."
2. Many Christians today deal with their sin and grief the same way.

a) You see, if we are not following the Lord and living by His guidelines, we will fulfill our flesh and end up in grief and pain.

(1) 1 Timothy 6:6-10 (NKJV) Now godliness with contentment is great gain.

7 For we brought nothing into [this] world, [and] [it] [is] certain we can carry nothing out. 

8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 

9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

10 For the love of money is a root of all [kinds] [of] evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

b) Many times, our solution to problems is much the same as Esther"s

(1) "Let"s go out and charge something!"
(2) The problem with this is that buying is like doing cocaine:

(a) It brings a temporary euphoria, but it doesn"t solve the problem!

(b) When we "come down" from the purchase of the "new suit", the only solution is to keep buying!

(c) (Disclaimer:

(i) Often when I give these illustrations, people think I am saying that it is never OK to buy anything.

(ii) That is not the case, the point here is "buy" out of the will of God!!

3. Another application is the sinful separation of mankind from the Lord.

a) The lost try to cover it up with "a new suit" of success, money and power but the heartache is still there!

4. Mordecai is smart enough to know that the suit isn"t going to solve the problem and rejects the suit!

C. Esther 4:5 (NKJV) Then Esther called Hathach, [one] of the king"s eunuchs whom he had appointed to attend her, and she gave him a command concerning Mordecai, to learn what and why this [was]. 

Esther 4:6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the city square that [was] in front of the king"s gate.

1. Please notice also that Esther was trying to solve the problem without knowing what the problem was!

a) She realizes by Mordecai"s rejection of the new suit that the problem is deeper than she thought so she sends Hathach to find out what the grieving is all about.

D. Esther 4:7-9 (NKJV) And Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king"s treasuries to destroy the Jews. 

8 He also gave him a copy of the written decree for their destruction, which was given at Shushan, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her, and that he might command her to go in to the king to make supplication to him and plead before him for her people. 

9 So Hathach returned and told Esther the words of Mordecai.

1. Mordecai explains it all to Hathach, then gives him a copy if the decree so he can explain it all to Esther.

2. Then he makes another request of the Queen.

a) He wants her to go into the presence of the king and plead for a repeal of the decree to slaughter the Jews.

E. Esther 4:10-12 (NKJV) Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a command for Mordecai: 

11 "All the king"s servants and the people of the king"s provinces know that any man or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, who has not been called, [he] [has] but one law: put [all] to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter, that he may live. Yet I myself have not been called to go in to the king these thirty days." 

12So they told Mordecai Esther"s words.

1. Hathach must have been getting tired of going back and forth between Mordecai and Esther , but he does his job!

2. Esther has a problem with the last message from Mordecai!

a) It was customary for the king to put to death anyone who came into his presence uninvited!

(1) Unless the king raised his scepter, as a sign of approval, it was off with the visitor"s head.

b) Esther tells Mordecai that she had not even been invited into the king"s presence in over30 days!

(1) She wasn"t even sure where she stood with the king.

F. Esther 4:13-14 (NKJV) And Mordecai told [them] to answer Esther: "Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king"s palace any more than all the other Jews. 

14 "For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father"s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for [such] a time as this?"
1. Mordecai"s response is basically, "You might die if you do, and you will die if you don"t!"
a) He reminds her that the decree is for the destruction of every Jew. And that includes her.

(1) The king had been bound to a law with his last queen what made Ester think that he would not be bound by this law with her?

2. Mordecai proposes something else to her that is very interesting:

a) . . . if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father"s house will perish.

(1) Mordecai is beginning to place his trust and faith in the Lord!

(a) You see, Xerxes was a world ruler.There wasn"t any "physical" or "logical" solution to their problem.

(b) Their could have been no help from anyone but the Lord!!!

b) He also points out that perhaps God had made her queen just for this purpose!

(1) That the Lord"s hand had been on her for a very long time arranging for her to be in instrument in His hand for the deliverance of His and her people. Could it be:

(a) She was not "accidentally" born beautiful?

(b) She did not "accidentally" win the beauty contest?

(c) And she did not "accidentally" become queen?

(i) IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO TAKE GOD BY SUPRISE!

(ii) Could it be that now matter you situation this morning, you were born for such a time as this?

G. Esther 4:15-17 (NKJV) Then Esther told [them] to reply to Mordecai:

16 "Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the king, which [is] against the law; and if I perish, I perish!" 

17 So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther commanded him.

1. We see now that Esther is every bit a queen!

a) She puts her life on the line for her people.

2. Notice that even though she solicits a fast, there is still no mention of prayer!

a) Aren"t we glad that the Lord is still in control even when we remiss in our duties?
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Esther 5
Grace Given

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we heard Mordecai say what is considered the most famous verse from the book of Esther: Esther 4:14 (NKJV) "For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father"s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for [such] a time as this?"
1. Mordecai has asked Queen Esther to "stand-in-the-gap" for her people.

a) He has asked her to go before the King and try to stop the massacre of the Jews.

b) If she goes before the king without an invitation, she stands the risk of being executed.

c) If she doesn"t her people will be executed!

d) Song of Solomon , we left our teaching last week with Esther asking Mordecai to solicit a3day fast while she prepared to go to the king!

(1) We also saw that during all of this, there is no mention of prayer!

(2) Let"s continue with Chapter5.

II. TEXT

A. Esther 5:1 (NKJV) Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on [her] royal [robes] and stood in the inner court of the king"s palace, across from the king"s house, while the king sat on his royal throne in the royal house, facing the entrance of the house.

1. Remember when Esther won the king"s heart the first time?

a) She didn"t get all "dolled" up like the rest of the women.

(1) She was beautiful enough just as she was.

2. This time she goes all out.That is what is meant with the phrase, she put on [her] royal [robes]!

a) She"s wearing all the royal colors, and royal jewelry.

(1) Needless to say, she was gorgeous!

3. Here"s the picture:

a) The king is sitting upon the royal throne, probably conducting affairs of the state.

b) He is no doubt surrounded by attendants also dressed in their finest with all the splendor of the Kings Court.

(1) And somewhere from behind a pillar in the courtyard, steps beautiful Queen Esther.

B. Esther 5:2 (NKJV) So it was, when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, [that] she found favor in his sight, and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that [was] in his hand. Then Esther went near and touched the top of the scepter.

1. If this were a scene in a Broadway play, all eyes would be not upon King Xerxes, or Queen Esther , but upon the scepter!

a) If the King holds it out, it means life.If he does not, it means death.

b) Esther was helpless, her fate was completely in the hands of the King.

c) The king raises the scepter and shows mercy and grace to her.

(1) Then she steps forward and accepts his grace!

2. There are some spiritual lessons here:

a) There is another King that is bound by a law greater that the Law of The Medes and Persians.

(1) Paul tells us in Romans 6:23 (NKJV) . . . the wages of sin [is] death, . . .

(2) The Lord told Adam and Eve the same thing at the Garden.

(a) They didn"t listen and the result was . . . all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23 (NKJV)

(3) It is an irrevocable law that must be adhered to.

(a) But like the "Law of The Medes and Persians" it has been amended!

(i) Actually it hasn"t been altered in any way.It has been "paid in full" by the Savior.

(b) Jesus holds out His scepter of grace and invites all who will, to come and touch it and enter in, not into His wrath, but into the courts of His mercy and love!

(c) But like Queen Esther , in order to receive that mercy and grace, we must reach out and accept it!

C. Esther 5:3 (NKJV) And the king said to her, "What do you wish, Queen Esther? What [is] your request? It shall be given to you--up to half the kingdom!" 

Esther 5:4 So Esther answered, "If it pleases the king, let the king and Haman come today to the banquet that I have prepared for him."
1. The king is astute enough to know that the Queen would not take this risk over something petty.

a) I"m sure she was frightened and trembling and greatly distressed.

(1) And like a good husband he picked up on all this.

(2) In an effort to reassure her of his love he offered her anything she wanted up to1/2of the kingdom!

(a) He made this offer publicly so it wasn"t an idle offer!

b) There are a couple of marital lessons in these verses:

(1) If the king had been in touch with his wife in the last30 days he would have known something was wrong before this!

(2) Hebrews , like some husbands, thought money and gifts would make her happy!

c) She doesn"t reveal her heart completely, but invites the king and Haman to a banquet.

(1) To the king"s credit, he didn"t make her reveal everything right there.

(2) He accepted the invitation.

2. Remember the "Greater King" I talked about earlier, Jesus Christ?

a) He also is astute enough to know that when a genuine "seeker" comes to Him that there is a deeper problem than that which brought them seeking! The greater problem is sin and separation from God.

(1) And to all He offers not just1/2of the kingdom, but all of it!

(a) Revelation 3:20 (NKJV) "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 

Revelation 3:21 "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

D. Esther 5:5 (NKJV) Then the king said, "Bring Haman quickly, that he may do as Esther has said." So the king and Haman went to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 

Esther 5:6 At the banquet of wine the king said to Esther , "What [is] your petition? It shall be granted you. What [is] your request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!"
1. Haman is prime minister of the kingdom, but when the queen made a request, he was ordered to comply!

a) This should have been a good sign to Esther , but she is still frightened!

(1) Proverbs 21:1 tells us... The king"s heart [is] in the hand of the Lord, [Like] the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.

(2) King Xerxes is not a godly Prayer of Manasseh , but God is still at work here!

E. Esther 5:7-9 (NKJV) Then Esther answered and said, "My petition and request [is] [this]: 

Esther 5:8-9 "If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, then let the king and Haman come to the banquet which I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said." 

9 So Haman went out that day joyful and with a glad heart; but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king"s gate, and that he did not stand or tremble before him, he was filled with indignation against Mordecai.

1. Notice she still doesn"t reveal her request!

a) She invites them back for yet another banquet the next day, and promised to reveal her request then.

2. Haman is an example of the worst in all of us.

a) As long as he is being "elevated" by being singled out for the royal banquets, he is on cloud nine.

b) But on the way home, when he passes the king"s gate, and Mordecai won"t bow down to him, he is furious!!

(1) The following verses explain this in a little more detail.

F. Esther 5:10 (NKJV) Nevertheless Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and called for his friends and his wife Zeresh. 

Esther 5:11 Then Haman told them of his great riches, the multitude of his children, everything in which the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the officials and servants of the king. 

Esther 5:12 Moreover Haman said, "Besides, Queen Esther invited no one but me to come in with the king to the banquet that she prepared; and tomorrow I am again invited by her, along with the king. 

Esther 5:13 "Yet all this avails me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king"s gate."
1. The Hebrew word used here for "restrained" means that he "forced" himself to say nothing!

a) Now, one might say, "Well, that was a good thing for Haman to hold his tongue."
(1) But let"s see what he did next.

(2) He invites all his friends over and tells them what a wonderful and important guy he is and what a creep Mordecai is.

(3) What we are about to see illustrates Proverbs 16:18 better than just about anything I can think of. Pride [goes] before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.

b) According to Matthew 18 , Haman should have taken his complaint to Mordecai himself instead of holding a "defamation meeting."
(1) The meeting was a great success!It accomplished exactly what Haman thought he wanted!

G. Esther 5:14 (NKJV) Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Let a gallows be made, fifty cubits high, and in the morning suggest to the king that Mordecai be hanged on it; then go merrily with the king to the banquet." And the thing pleased Haman; so he had the gallows made.

1. He tainted the hearts of all that were present against Mordecai and they came up with a wonderful suggestion:

a) "Let a gallows be made, fifty cubits high, and in the morning suggest to the king that Mordecai be hanged on it; then go merrily with the king to the banquet."
b) That"s what his resentment of Mordecai had said to him all along!

(1) Now it must surely be the right decision because how could all these people be wrong?

(2) He slept well that night, confident that his problems would soon be over!

(3) But the "fall" is just around the corner!!

III. CONCLUSION

A. Pride is an awful thing!

1. It causes us to lose perspective, elevate ourselves to judge and jury, and seek to destroy those who don"t agree with us and bow down to us!

B. Gathering people to justify ourselves at the expense of others is NEVER a right thing to do!

1. Following Matthew 18 is ALWAYS the right thing to do.

a) Going to the person we have the "beef" with.

b) We must constantly remember, we are all sinners!

c) Our "righteousness" is as filthy rags!

d) We need to show as much grace as we want grace shown to us when we do something stupid!

e) And we must be as quick to forgive and we want forgiveness when we fail!

C. Jesus holds out the scepter of grace!

1. We can come into His presence and be forgiven and He will give us ALL of His kingdom!
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Esther 6
Sleepless Nights

A man"s definition of childish games = the ones at which your wife beats you!

A young girl said to her pastor, "I"m afraid I"ve committed the sin of vanity." To which the pastor replied, "What makes you think that?" She said, "Well, every time I look in the mirror I think how beautiful I look." To which the pastor replied, "Don"t worry. In your case, that isn"t a sin. It is only a mistake."

I. INTRODUCTION

A. In our study last week Esther invited the king and Haman to a banquet only to tell them that she would reveal her request at yet another banquet to be held the following day!

1. Haman was ecstatic to be at a banquet where only the king and queen were in attendance. AND he was invited back next day!

2. He almost could not contain himself on the way home until he ran into the little Jew Mordecai, who wouldn"t bow down to him.

3. If you will remember, he "held his tongue" in front of Mordecai and waited till he got home.

a) Then he called all of his friends and family, told them what a wonderful man he was and what a jerk Mordecai was.

b) They came up with a plan to build a gallows75ft. high then go to the king and ask to have Mordecai hanged upon it.

c) The plan pleased Haman and he slept well that night looking forward to his problems being resolved in the morning!

(1) This is where we continue the story:

II. TEXT

A. Esther 6:1 (NKJV) That night the king could not sleep. So one was commanded to bring the book of the records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king.

1. Shakespeare said, "Uneasy is the head that wears the crown."
2. No doubt the king had many of sleepless nights.

a) When you are young, with few responsibilities you sleep like a log.

b) As a parent you spend many a sleeplessness night concerned for your children.

c) The greater the responsibility, the more nights of sleeplessness.

(1) One can only imagine the sleepless nights of the president.

(a) And in this case, the king.

3. From much experience, the king knew exactly what to do!

a) He called for one of his servants to read from the boring minutes of the kingdom records.

4. These events seem like simple, normal, small things in the life of the kingdom.

a) But, God uses small things in life to accomplish great things for His kingdom!

(1) He used a small baby floating down the Nile to match the heart of a childless Egyptian Queen in order to save His people from the bonds of slavery.

(2) He used the bitterness of Joseph"s brothers the save His people once again.

(3) And He used an infant as Savior of the world!

B. Esther 6:2 (NKJV) And it was found written that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king"s eunuchs, the doorkeepers who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 

Esther 6:3 Then the king said, "What honor or dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?" And the king"s servants who attended him said, "Nothing has bee done for him."

1. The servant begins to read.The king lays back, closes his eyes and listens as he tries to sleep.

2. And what a coincidence, the servant starts reading exactly in the place where Mordecai saves the kings life!

a) All of a sudden the king is wide awake and it hits him that there is no record of any honor bestowed upon Mordecai for this act of bravery!

C. Esther 6:4 (NKJV) So the king said, "Who [is] in the court?" Now Haman had [just] entered the outer court of the king"s palace to suggest that the king hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him. 

Esther 6:5 The king"s servants said to him, "Haman is there, standing in the court." And the king said, "Let him come in."

1. Just as the king is contemplating that Mordecai had been neglected for this act of bravery, Haman enters the courtyard to suggest to the king that Mordecai be hanged on the gallows he had built!

a) Of course, the king doesn"t know whey Haman is in the courtyard, and Haman has no way of knowing what the king has been doing or thinking.

b) The king invites Haman in.

D. Esther 6:6 (NKJV) So Haman came in, and the king asked him, "What shall be done for the man whom the king delights to honor?" Now Haman thought in his heart, "Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?"

There is a joke that says, "He"s so conceited that he takes a bow when he hears thunder." Haman was such a man!

1. When the king asks the question "What shall be done for the man whom the king delights to honor?" . . . . Haman thought in his heart, "Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?"

a) Before we come down too hard on Haman, it is easy to understand how Haman would jump to conclusions.

(1) The king had promoted him to second-in-command!

(2) The queen had invited him to not one but two banquets in which he was the only guest next to the king and queen.

(3) He shows up in the king"s courtyard in the wee hours of the morning, no doubt excited about getting rid of Mordecai, and the king invites him in.

(4) Then the king asks him what he thinks he should do for a man the king wishes to honor!

(a) It may me carnal and fleshly, but it is easy to understand how Haman might think the man the king wanted to honor even more than he had already, was him.

(b) Song of Solomon , in a sense, he is being given the freedom to write his own "ticket" of blessing and honor.

(i) Song of Solomon , he expresses his royal fantasy to the king.

E. Esther 6:7 And Haman answered the king, "[For] the man whom the king delights to honor, 

Esther 6:8 "let a royal robe be brought which the king has worn, and a horse on which the king has ridden, which has a royal crest placed on its head. 

Esther 6:9 "Then let this robe and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king"s most noble princes, that he may array the man whom the king delights to honor. Then parade him on horseback through the city square, and proclaim before him: `Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor!" "
1. Haman"s "fantasy" reveals his heart! Haman wanted to be king!

a) You can tell that by the royal robe, and the royal horse, with the royal crest upon its head!

b) Then he wanted to be paraded in front of the people as royalty!

c) If he could gain this kind of leverage and popularity with the people, it would him in a good position to replace the king

(1) Remember Proverbs 16:18? Pride [goes] before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.

(2) Haman is definitely full of pride and his fall is right around the corner!

F. Esther 6:10 (NKJV) Then the king said to Haman, "Hurry, take the robe and the horse, as you have suggested, and do so for Mordecai the Jew who sits within the king"s gate! Leave nothing undone of all that you have spoken."
There is yet another saying that, "Success always occurs in private, but failure always occurs in full view of the public."
1. Can you imagine the expression on Haman"s face?

2. There wasn"t anyone in the kingdom that he hated more that Mordecai!

a) Now, not only did he have his hopes and dreams dashed of being the most important man in the kingdom, he has to be the one to present this blessing to the man he hates the most!!

b) This reminds me of what Gamaliel said in Acts 5:37-39 when trying to decide what to do with this new movement called Christianity "After this Prayer of Manasseh , Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed. 

38 "And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 

39 "but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it--lest you even be found to fight against God."
G. Esther 6:11 So Haman took the robe and the horse, arrayed Mordecai and led him on horseback through the city square, and proclaimed before him, "Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor!"
1. Do you get the feeling that somehow Haman"s heart is not in this?!?!?

2. Can you imagine the embarrassment as he leads the horse through town with everyone the one riding this royal steed was the only person that wouldn"t bow down to Haman?

a) Now Haman is "beneath" him.

H. Esther 6:12 (NKJV) Afterward Mordecai went back to the king"s gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. 

Esther 6:13 When Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him, his wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, "If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish descent, you will not prevail against him but will surely fall before him."
1. This reminds me of Romans 8:31 (NKJV) What then shall we say to these things? If God [is] for us, who [can] [be] against us?

2. In all of this there is no mention of the Lord, yet we can see His handiwork!

3. Haman has been the "big man on campus" so to speak, yet that was not enough for him.

a) He desired the worship of Mordecai.

4. Now the roles are reversing and we see that Haman doesn"t like the bowing down very much either!

a) In fact, it sends him into mourning.

5. Haman may not be smart enough, but his wife and "wise men" begin to sense that they are fighting against God!

I. Esther 6:14 (NKJV) While they [were] still talking with him, the king"s eunuchs came, and hastened to bring Haman to the banquet which Esther had prepared.

1. But at least he still has the favor of the queen!?!?

a) Or does he?

III. CONCLUSION

A. God uses small things in life to bring about great changes for His kingdom!

1. What "small things" or maybe not so small things, is He using in your life?"

B. Be careful whom you make enemies with in life, it may come back at `ya!

1. A wise man or woman will chose their friends and their enemies very carefully!

2. And make sure if you have enemies at all, that it was for "righteousness" sake, not out of pride.

C. Don"t be to quick to build "gallows" for whom you perceive to be your enemy.

1. They may be God"s friend!

D. Don"t be too "enamored" with the attentions or opinions of "your group."

1. They could be the very ones used in your destruction!

2. Haman was "hangin" with the king and queen!
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Esther 7
A Banquet Turned Sour

.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week in our study of Esther , we saw the pride of Haman becoming his own destruction!

1. Haman told Xerxes what he thought the king should do to honor a certain man the king had in mind.

a) The only problem was that his pride and ego wouldn"t even let him consider that there could be another man in the kingdom worthy of this honor other than him.

2. Song of Solomon , when the king said, " Esther 6:10 . . . "Hurry, take the robe and the horse, as you have suggested, and do so for Mordecai the Jew who sits within the king"s gate! Leave nothing undone of all that you have spoken."

a) Haman became responsible for carrying out his dream in the life of the man he hated the most- Mordecai!

b) Haman"s whole life is beginning to unravel right before his own eyes and it is for one reason!

(1) His hatred of Mordecai had blinded him!

(2) He couldn"t see that whom he was fighting against was the Lord!

B. As we closed our study last week, the king"s attendants had just arrived at Haman"s house to take him to the second banquet with the king and queen!

II. TEXT

A. Esther 7:1 (NKJV) So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther. 

Esther 7:2 And on the second day, at the banquet of wine, the king again said to Esther , "What [is] your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what [is] your request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!"
1. Have you ever been in a situation where, what was really going on was quite different that what you though?

a) This happens often with parents!

(1) We think everything is fine because that is what we are being told. Only to find out later that our child is not the person we were led to believe!!

b) Businesses fail because they don"t have a true picture of profit and loss.

2. Most always in life, the opinion we have of ourselves is quite different what other people think of us.

a) Haman is our prime example in the book of Esther.

(1) Until a few hours ago, he thought he was the king"s favorite!

(2) Now he is the only one invited to this banquet with the king and queen.

(a) He has to be trying to figure out what is going on in his life.

(b) Haman is going through what is commonly referred to as a "reality check."
(i) His fantasy is about to line up with his reality!

3. The king asks for the third time "What [is] your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what [is] your request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!"
B. Esther 7:3 (NKJV) Then Queen Esther answered and said, "If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request. 

Esther 7:4 "For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. Had we been sold as male and female slaves, I would have held my tongue, although the enemy could never compensate for the king"s loss."
1. Esther finally mustered up enough courage to tell the king what weighed so heavily on her heart.

a) Remember, a long time ago, at the beauty contest, cousin Mordecai told Esther not to reveal to anyone that she was a Jew!

(1) She proceeds to tell the king that an evil person has sold her and her people, not just into slavery, but unto death!

(a) Haman is probably thinking, "What are the odds that this would happen to Esther"s people as well as those rotten Jews that I"m having killed?!?!?

(2) Gracious Esther tells her husband if they had been sold as slaves only, she would not have even bothered the king, but this meant their destruction.

2. The king is furious!

C. Esther 7:5 (NKJV) So King Ahasuerus answered and said to Queen Esther , "Who is Hebrews , and where is Hebrews , who would dare presume in his heart to do such a thing?"
1. In his mind, he has to be thinking, "Who in their right mind would be stupid enough to have the queen killed?"
a) This reminds me of a story in2SamChapter12when King David had committed adultery with Bathsheba and had her husband Uriah killed in battle.

(1) 2 Samuel 12:1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: "There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 

2 Samuel 12:2 "The rich [man] had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 

2 Samuel 12:3 "But the poor [man] had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 

2 Samuel 12:4 "And a traveler came to the rich Prayer of Manasseh , who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man"s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him." 

2 Samuel 12:5 So David"s anger was greatly aroused against the Prayer of Manasseh , and he said to Nathan, "[As] the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 

2 Samuel 12:6 "And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity." 

2 Samuel 12:7 Then Nathan said to David, "You [are] the man! . . . .

(2) Had King Xerxes so quickly forgotten that he had a part in all of this!!

(3) As we have pointed out before, it is much easier to see the sins in others, than to see our own!

(a) But in reality, the king nor Haman completely puts it all together until the next verse.

D. Esther 7:6 (NKJV) And Esther said, "The adversary and enemy [is] this wicked Haman!" So Haman was terrified before the king and queen.

1. What can Haman say? He is caught in the trap of his own hatred and pride.

2. God told His people in Isaiah 54:17 No weapon formed against you shall prosper, And every tongue [which] rises against you in judgment You shall condemn. This [is] the heritage of the servants of the Lord, And their righteousness [is] from Me," Says the Lord.

3. People, America and the world take notice: As J. Vernon McGee said, "God is going to bless those who bless the Jews and curse those who curse the Jews."
a) So it is with those who have placed their faith in Jesus as Savior.

(1) All the injustices will be "righted" when our savior returns!

b) This was a battle Haman couldn"t win because he was fighting against the Lord.

(1) We too must pick our battles carefully.

(a) They must be for the sake of righteousness, not because of pride and arrogance!

4. The king is so upset, that he goes out to the garden to put it all together.

E. Esther 7:7 (NKJV) Then the king arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine [and] [went] into the palace garden; but Haman stood before Queen Esther , pleading for his life, for he saw that evil was determined against him by the king.

1. When we are fighting against God, every move we make is a wrong one!

F. Esther 7:8 (NKJV) When the king returned from the palace garden to the place of the banquet of wine, Haman had fallen across the couch where Esther [was]. Then the king said, "Will he also assault the queen while I [am] in the house?" As the word left the king"s mouth, they covered Haman"s face.

1. It is easy to understand Haman"s terror.

a) He was a desperate Prayer of Manasseh , and desperate men do stupid things.

b) He was practically mauling the queen begging for mercy when the king returned from the garden and saw him in physically in contact with Esther.

c) He would have been better off to have followed the king to beg for mercy and explain the situation, but as I said, desperate men do stupid things!

(1) And most importantly, he is fighting against God!

G. Esther 7:9 (NKJV) Now Harbonah, one of the eunuchs, said to the king, "Look! The gallows, fifty cubits high, which Haman made for Mordecai, who spoke good on the king"s behalf, is standing at the house of Haman." Then the king said, "Hang him on it!" 

Esther 7:10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai.Then the king"s wrath subsided.

1. Galatians 6:7 tell us:Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

a) The king become judge and jury and executioner.

b) Matthew 7:1 (NKJV) "Judge not, that you be not judged. 

Matthew 7:2 "For with what judgment you Judges , you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 

Matthew 7:3 "And why do you look at the speck in your brother"s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 

Matthew 7:4 "Or how can you say to your brother, `Let me remove the speck from your eye"; and look, a plank [is] in your own eye?

III. CONCLUSION

A. Haman had become the Judges , jury, and executioner of Mordecai.

1. The Lord just used the same "measuring cup" for him!

2. We must be careful about our judgment of other people because we will be judged with the same "cup."
3. Also, there is another King who is Judges , jury, and executioner if He needs to be!

a) Song of Solomon , Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

b) We must all remember this, we are not getting by with anything!
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Esther 8
The Good News

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week in our study of the book of Esther , we saw wicked Haman get what he deserved.

1. He had built the75 ft. gallows for his enemy Mordecai, but ending up hanging on them himself.

2. When the queen revealed that it was Haman who sought to have her and all of her people annihilated, the king didn"t waste any time.

a) He had Haman executed immediately.

B. If you will remember, the King went out into the garden to think things over and Haman stayed inside to beg mercy from the queen.

1. He would have been better off if he would have gone outside with the king and begged for mercy, because when the king returned he saw Haman on the couch with his wife and that infuriated him even more.

2. Of course Haman had flung himself upon the mercy of the queen but it didn"t look good from where the king stood!

a) As we said last week, "Desperate men do stupid things."
b) Haman was fighting a battle he could not win because he was fighting against the Lord!

c) That is also a battle we cannot win.

(1) And when we find ourselves fighting against the Lord we become desperate men and women, and we do stupid things that usually end in our destruction.

C. Haman, the villain is gone, but the damage he did remains!

1. Because the "Law of the Medes and Persians" was irrevocable, the Jews would still be annihilated.

2. There needed to be another plan.

3. That is where our next study in chapter eight begins.

II. TEXT

A. Esther 8:1 (NKJV) On that day King Ahasuerus gave Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told how he [was] [related] to her. 

Esther 8:2 So the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai; and Esther appointed Mordecai over the house of Haman.

1. This is the first indication in the entire book that Esther let the king know that Mordecai was her "adoptive" father.

2. The king gives Haman"s possessions to Esther.

a) And Esther puts Mordecai in charge of it all.

3. Then the king then gives his signet ring, which he had formerly delegated to Haman, to Mordecai!

a) It seems that King Xerxes was pretty liberal with this "power of attorney" that his signet ring implied!

(1) Paul instructedyoung pastor Timothy Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people"s sins; keep yourself pure. 1 Timothy 5:22 (NKJV)

(2) I have found that it is much more difficult to revoke authority than it is to give it!

(3) Xerxes didn"t seem to be too concerned with either!

B. Esther 8:3 (NKJV) Now Esther spoke again to the king, fell down at his feet, and implored him with tears to counteract the evil of Haman the Agagite, and the scheme which he had devised against the Jews.

1. As we said earlier, the "Law of the Medes and Persians" could not be revoked!

a) Esther no doubt appreciated the king acting on behalf of her people and the gift of Haman"s household, but that didn"t solve the problem!

b) Esther"s tears are representative of the depth of her pain and helplessness.

C. Esther 8:4 (NKJV) And the king held out the golden scepter toward Esther. So Esther arose and stood before the king, 

Esther 8:5 and said, "If it pleases the king, and if I have found favor in his sight and the thing [seems] right to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to annihilate the Jews who [are] in all the king"s provinces. 

Esther 8:6 "For how can I endure to see the evil that will come to my people? Or how can I endure to see the destruction of my countrymen?"
1. Once again, Esther is accepted by the king. And invited to speak.

2. She knows that he cannot revoke the letters devisedby Haman but she asks anyway.

a) She tells the king that the destruction of her people would be more than she could endure.

D. Esther 8:7-9 (NKJV) Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, "Indeed, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows because he [tried] [to] lay his hand on the Jews. 

8 "You yourselves write [a] [decree] concerning the Jews, as you please, in the king"s name, and seal [it] with the king"s signet ring; for whatever is written in the king"s name and sealed with the king"s signet ring no one can revoke." 

9 So the king"s scribes were called at that time, in the third month, which [is] the month of Sivan, on the twenty-third [day]; and it was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded, to the Jews, the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty-seven provinces [in] [all], to every province in its own script, to every people in their own language, and to the Jews in their own script and language.

1. It was true, the king had been gracious with Haman"s possessions but that did not solve the problem for the Jews.

2. The king goes on to tell Esther and Mordecai that they can draw up whatever documents they want to deal with the problem and sign them in the king"s name.

a) Meaning they had the resources of the kingdom to deal with the decree against their people.

b) BUT, the decree could not be reversed!!

3. Mordecai doesn"t waste any time.

a) He immediately calls in the scribes and begins drafting the new documents and having them translated into the many languages of the kingdom.

E. Esther 8:10 (NKJV) And he wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus, sealed [it] with the king"s signet ring, and sent letters by couriers on horseback, riding on royal horses bred from swift steeds. 

Esther 8:11 By these letters the king permitted the Jews who [were] in every city to gather together and protect their lives--to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the forces of any people or province that would assault them, [both] little children and women, and to plunder their possessions, 

Esther 8:12 on one day in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth [day] of the twelfth month, which [is] the month of Adar.

1. The new decree gave the Jews the power do defend themselves against their enemies and to keep whatever possessions they obtained from their battles!

2. The old decree was not abolished!It would be fulfilled, but the victims were provided with a way of escape.

a) Here we see a wonderful example of salvation:

(1) God also has sent out a decree that stands as firm as the "Law of the Medes and Persians."
(a) Ezekiel 18:4 (NKJV) "Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the soul of the son is Mine; The soul who sins shall die.

(b) And Romans 3:23 tells us that . . . all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

(c) Therefore if all men stand guilty before the Lord, then all men need a Savior!

(2) In the Persian kingdom, the old decree could not be abolished so Esther and Mordecai needed to come up with a new decree.

(a) The Lord has also issued a new decree not unlike the first!

(i) 2 Corinthians 5:20 . . .be reconciled to God.

(b) But, like any good teacher, the Lord didn"t simply tell is what we needed to do. He told us how to do it!

(c) Acts 16:31 . . . . "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved. .

3. This new decree was urgent news, so they saddled up everything they could be ridden and sent the message out.

a) It meant the salvation of all who would hear the "Good News"!!

F. Esther 8:13 (NKJV) A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in every province and published for all people, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. 

Esther 8:14 The couriers who rode on royal horses went out, hastened and pressed on by the king"s command. And the decree was issued in Shushan the citadel. 

Esther 8:15 So Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, with a great crown of gold and a garment of fine linen and purple; and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad.

1. Don"t you love it when the "good guys" win?

a) The "Good News" goes out and all who hear it will have a chance to be saved!

b) And little old Mordecai, who wouldn"t compromise and bow down to Haman, goes out of the palace clothed in the garment of the kingdom!

c) And the whole city rejoiced.

(1) When you and I decide to quit compromising with the world, and accept the "Good News" that Jesus is Lord and Savior, we too come from the palace of the King clothed in the robes of His kingdom!

(a) Revelation 4:4 (NKJV) Around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.

(b) Revelation 7:9 (NKJV) After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 

Revelation 7:10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation [belongs] to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
(c) Revelation 19:11 (NKJV) Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him [was] called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 

Revelation 19:12 His eyes [were] like a flame of fire, and on His head [were] many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 

Revelation 19:13 He [was] clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 

Revelation 19:14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.

G. Esther 8:16 (NKJV) The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honor. 

Esther 8:17 And in every province and city, wherever the king"s command and decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a holiday. Then many of the people of the land became Jews, because fear of the Jews fell upon them.

1. Getting right the Lord will always bring joy and honor and gladness!

a) The "light" expressed here is the light of Christ!

(1) The illumination that it was God who saved their lives!

(2) It was such a testimony of the sovereignty of God that many converted to Judaism!
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Esther 9-10
The Feast of Purim

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week we saw that even though the king had Haman killed on the gallows he built for Mordecai, the damage he had done to the Jews was still in motion!

1. Esther pleaded with King Xerxes for her people yet another time, and he allowed her and Mordecai to amend the first decree.

2. Remember, the first could not be revoked! This second decree allowed the Jews to defend themselves and keep the spoil of their victories!

a) Great measures were taken to get the "good news" out to all the land and there was great rejoicing!

B. We made application from last week"s teaching that there is another law that has gone out that "all who sin must die."
1. It too cannot be revoked!Yet it too has been amended!

2. In order for the Lord to be just, He must judge sin.

a) But, He too has provided "protection and safety" from our enemy!

b) That is what the cross is all about!

C. This morning we will conclude our study in the book of Esther as we take a look at the Feast of Purim!

II. TEXT

A. Esther 9:1 (NKJV) Now in the twelfth month, that [is], the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day, [the] [time] came for the king"s command and his decree to be executed. On the day that the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, the opposite occurred, in that the Jews themselves overpowered those who hated them. 

Esther 9:2 The Jews gathered together in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could withstand them, because fear of them fell upon all people.

1. The Bible is full of stories where the Lord takes a bad situation and turns it around for good in the lives of His people!

a) Genesis 50:19 (NKJV) Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for [am] I in the place of God? 

Genesis 50:20 "But as for you, you meant evil against me; [but] God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as [it] [is] this day, to save many people alive.

b) Ex: Daniel in the lion"s den, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the fiery furnace!

2. On the day that the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, the opposite occurred. . .

a) And no one could withstand them because Romans 8:31 . . .If God [is] for us, who [can] [be] against us?

B. Esther 9:3 (NKJV) And all the officials of the provinces, the satraps, the governors, and all those doing the king"s work, helped the Jews, because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. 

Esther 9:4 For Mordecai [was] great in the king"s palace, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces; for this man Mordecai became increasingly prominent.

1. As J. Vernon McGee said in his commentary on Esther , "The very throne that had once condemned the Jews now protects them."
a) How like the Lord!!!

(1) Paul tells us in Romans 8:33-35 (NKJV) Who shall bring a charge against God"s elect? [It] [is] God who justifies. 

34Who [is] he who condemns? [It] [is] Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [Shall] tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

(2) The very throne of God that once stood against us, now is occupied by One who understands our hurts and pains and intercedes on our behalf!

(a) Hebrews 4:14 (NKJV) Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast [our] confession. 

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all [points] tempted as [we] [are], [yet] without sin. 

Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

(3) I would like to make a point here:

(a) One might say, "Well, I simply don"t believe this stuff.""This is just a fairy tale. I will take my chances on my own."

(b) Any Jew living in the Persian kingdom at that time could have taken the same approach to the "grace" that was being issued from the king"s throne.

(i) But, because the first decree gave him no defense, it would have meant his death.

(ii) So too will the denial of Jesus Christ result in the spiritual death of all who want to "take their chances and try to make it on their own."
C. Esther 9:5 (NKJV) Thus the Jews defeated all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, with slaughter and destruction, and did what they pleased with those who hated them. 

Esther 9:6 And in Shushan the citadel the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men. 

Esther 9:7 Also Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 

Esther 9:8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 

Esther 9:9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vajezatha-- 

Esther 9:10 the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews--they killed; but they did not lay a hand on the plunder. 

Esther 9:11 On that day the number of those who were killed in Shushan the citadel was brought to the king.

1. These verses are simply a partial list of the vanquishing of their enemies.

a) It is interesting that although they had been given permission to take the spoils, they did not!!

2. Years before the Lord had told Saul in 1 Samuel 15:2 (NKJV) "Thus says the Lord of hosts: `I will punish Amalek [for] what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. 

1 Samuel 15:3 `Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey." "

a) The list in verses7-9 are alldescendants of Amalek!

(1) Saul did not utterly destroy all that they had, so God"s people found themselves having to deal with Amalek all over again!!

(2) This time they had learned their lesson.

(a) Amalek and his descendants represent the world and all that opposes the Lord.

(b) We too must "put it all to death" or it will raise its ugly head over and over again!

D. Esther 9:12 (NKJV) And the king said to Queen Esther , "The Jews have killed and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the citadel, and the ten sons of Haman. What have they done in the rest of the king"s provinces? Now what [is] your petition? It shall be granted to you. Or what [is] your further request? It shall be done." 

Esther 9:13 Then Esther said, "If it pleases the king, let it be granted to the Jews who [are] in Shushan to do again tomorrow according to today"s decree, and let Haman"s ten sons be hanged on the gallows." 

Esther 9:14 So the king commanded this to be done; the decree was issued in Shushan, and they hanged Haman"s ten sons.

1. The overpowering of their enemies was such a success, Queen Esther asked for another day to do the same and it was granted!

E. Esther 9:15 (NKJV) And the Jews who [were] in Shushan gathered together again on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and killed three hundred men at Shushan; but they did not lay a hand on the plunder. 

Esther 9:16 The remainder of the Jews in the king"s provinces gathered together and protected their lives, had rest from their enemies, and killed seventy-five thousand of their enemies; but they did not lay a hand on the plunder. 

Esther 9:17 [This] [was] on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar. And on the fourteenth day of [the][month] they rested and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 

Esther 9:18 But the Jews who [were] at Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth [day], as well as on the fourteenth; and on the fifteenth of [the] [month] they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 

Esther 9:19 Therefore the Jews of the villages who dwelt in the unwalled towns celebrated the fourteenth day of the month of Adar [with] gladness and feasting, as a holiday, and for sending presents to one another.

1. As with most holidays, they start with a great victory and celebration!

F. Esther 9:20 (NKJV) And Mordecai wrote these things and sent letters to all the Jews, near and far, who [were] in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 

Esther 9:21 to establish among them that they should celebrate yearly the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar, 

Esther 9:22 as the days on which the Jews had rest from their enemies, as the month which was turned from sorrow to joy for them, and from mourning to a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and joy, of sending presents to one another and gifts to the poor. 

Esther 9:23 So the Jews accepted the custom which they had begun, as Mordecai had written to them, 

Esther 9:24 because Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to annihilate them, and had cast Pur (that [is], the lot), to consume them and destroy them; 

Esther 9:25 but when [Esther] came before the king, he commanded by letter that this wicked plot which [Haman] had devised against the Jews should return on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 

Esther 9:26 So they called these days Purim, after the name Pur. Therefore, because of all the words of this letter, what they had seen concerning this matter, and what had happened to them, 

Esther 9:27 the Jews established and imposed it upon themselves and their descendants and all who would join them, that without fail they should celebrate these two days every year, according to the written [instructions] and according to the [prescribed] time,

1. BDB/Thayers # 6331puwr poor} bring to nought, broken, utterly take, to break, crush

a) Which is what the Lord did to their enemies!

2. Today the Feast of Purim is first celebrated by the orthodox Jews in the synagogues.

a) As it is concluded, the book of Esther is read, and the people spit as the name of Haman is mentioned and they pronounce a curse upon him!

(1) The next day they come together for a time of feasting and gladness.

G. Esther 9:28 (NKJV) [that] these days [should] [be] remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city, that these days of Purim should not fail [to] [be] [observed] among the Jews, and [that] the memory of them should not perish among their descendants. 

Esther 9:29 Then Queen Esther , the daughter of Abihail, with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm this second letter about Purim. 

Esther 9:30 And [Mordecai] sent letters to all the Jews, to the one hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, [with] words of peace and truth, 

Esther 9:31 to confirm these days of Purim at their [appointed] time, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had prescribed for them, and as they had decreed for themselves and their descendants concerning matters of their fasting and lamenting. 

Esther 9:32 So the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim, and it was written in the book.

III. CONCLUSION
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Esther 10:1 (NKJV) And King Ahasuerus imposed tribute on the land and [on] the islands of the sea. 

Esther 10:2 Now all the acts of his power and his might, and the account of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, [are] they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 

Esther 10:3 For Mordecai the Jew [was] second to King Ahasuerus, and was great among the Jews and well received by the multitude of his brethren, seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all his countrymen.

1. When Jesus" work on the cross was complete, he said, "It is finished."
2. He is now seated at the right hand of God a much more powerful position that Mordecai"s.

3. Unlike Mordecai, Jesus was not great among the Jews and well received by the multitude of his brethren.

4. But he too is seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all his countrymen.

a) Will you give Him a chance?

