《Peake’s Commentary on the Bible – 2 Samuel》(Arthur Peake)
Commentator

Arthur Samuel Peake (1865-1929) was an English biblical scholar, born at Leek, Staffordshire, and educated at St John's College, Oxford. He was the first holder of the Rylands Chair of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis in the University of Manchester, from its establishment as an independent institution in 1904. He was thus the first non-Anglican to become a professor of divinity in an English university.

In 1890-92 he was a lecturer at Mansfield College, Oxford, and from 1890 to 1897 held a fellowship at Merton College.

In 1892, however, he was invited to become tutor at the Primitive Methodist Theological Institute in Manchester, which was renamed Hartley College in 1906.[1][4] He was largely responsible for broadening the curriculum which intending Primitive Methodist ministers were required to follow, and for raising the standards of the training.

In 1895-1912 he served as lecturer in the Lancashire Independent College, from 1904 to 1912 also in the United Methodist College at Manchester. In 1904 he was appointed Professor of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis in the (Victoria) University of Manchester. (This chair was in the Faculty of Theology established in that year; it was renamed "Rylands Professor, etc." in 1909.)

Peake was also active as a layman in wider Methodist circles, and did a great deal to further the reunion of Methodism which took effect in 1932, three years after his death. In the wider ecumenical sphere Peake worked for the National Council of Evangelical Free Churches, serving as president in 1928, and was a member of the World Conference on Faith and Order held in Lausanne in 1927. He published and lectured extensively, but is best remembered for his one-volume commentary on the Bible (1919), which, in its revised form, is still in use.

The University of Aberdeen made him an honorary D. D. in 1907. He was a governor of the John Rylands Library.

First published in 1919, Peake's commentary of the bible was a one-volume commentary that gave special attention to Biblical archaeology and the then-recent discoveries of biblical manuscripts. Biblical quotations in this edition were from the Revised Version of the Bible.
00 Introduction 

See the Book Comments on First Samuel.
01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-16
2 Samuel 1:1-16. David Receives the News of Saul's Death.—The account of the death of Saul told by the fugitive here is different from that in 1 Samuel 31. A common explanation is that the fugitive falsely represented himself as the slayer of Saul, in the hope of receiving a reward from David. But it is now widely held that here also we have a blending of two documents: 2 Samuel 1:1-4; 2 Samuel 1:11 f. are from the same document (J) as the bulk of 1 Samuel 25-31; 2 Samuel 1:6-10, 1 Samuel 1:13-16 are from another source which may be fairly early. 1 Samuel 1:5 is inserted by an editor to combine the two accounts.

2 Samuel 1:1-5. A fugitive Israelite (?) from Saul's camp brings David the news of the disaster.

2 Samuel 1:6-10. An Amalekite tells how, seeing Saul closely pursued by chariots and horsemen, he slew him at his own request, and took his crown and armlet, and brought them to David.

2 Samuel 1:11 f. David and his men rend their clothes and fast till evening.

2 Samuel 1:12. and for the people of Yahweh: possibly, the army. LXX, "people of Judah." The clause may be an editorial insertion.

2 Samuel 1:13-16. David asks the messenger who he is. He replies: an Amalekite, the son of a ger, or foreigner settled as a dependent among the Israelites (Leviticus 17:8 f.*, Deuteronomy 1:16*, p 110). David has him executed (cf. 2 Samuel 4:9).

Verses 17-27
2 Samuel 1:17-27. David's Lament over Saul and Jonathan.—This poem is almost universally accepted as the work of David. It was included in the Book of Jashar (Joshua 10:12 ff., p. 45), and probably borrowed from that book by the author of one of the documents from which Samuel was composed (p. 273).

"Let the evil tidings be kept from the Philistines, lest they triumph over Israel. May Gilboa be accursed. Saul and Jonathan were mighty warriors, united in life and death. Let the Israelite women lament them. Alas for Jonathan."

2 Samuel 1:18. he bade them . . . bow: the RV insertion of "the song of" represents a theory that "The Bow" was the title of the poem: this is hardly likely to be correct. Probably the text is corrupt. The favourite explanation is that 2 Samuel 1:18 a contains a corruption of the opening words of the poem. Eg., SBOT proposes the following reconstruction of 2 Samuel 1:18 f.:

"Behold it is written in the Book of Jashar.—And he said:

Think on calamity, O Judah!

Grieve, O Israel!

On thy heights are the slain;

How are the mighty fallen!"

2 Samuel 1:21. not anointed with oil: i.e. uncared for.

2 Samuel 1:25. Jonathan is slain upon thy high places: the text and rendering are uncertain; Cent.B, following Budde, proposes to restore 2 Samuel 1:25 thus:

How are the mighty fallen

In the midst of the battle!

Jonathan, my heart (?) by thy death

Is pierced through.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-32
2 Samuel 2-6. (J). Apart from minor additions and changes, it is very commonly held that these chapters form a continuous narrative from the same source.

2 Samuel 2:1 to 2 Samuel 3:5. Civil War between David, ruling at Hebron, and Ish-bosheth, ruling at Mahanaim (J).

2 Samuel 2:1-7. David occupies Hebron (Judges 1:10*, p. 31), and is anointed king by the men of Judah, doubtless with the consent of the Philistines, and as their vassal. He thanks the men of Jabesh-gilead for their loyalty to Saul.

2 Samuel 2:8-11. Abner makes Ishbaal king over all Israel, except Judah, with his capital at Mahanaim. The connexion between Judah and the other tribes was always loose, and Israel is constantly used as here. The sentence enclosed by RV in brackets is an editorial addition; it interrupts the sequence. The "two years" is difficult; the impression conveyed by 2 Samuel 5:1-6 is that Ishbaal reigned all the time David was reigning at Hebron. 2 Samuel 2:11 is also commonly regarded as editorial.

2 Samuel 2:9. Ashurites: read, "Asherites."

2 Samuel 2:10. Ish-bosheth: Ishbaal (1 Samuel 14:49*).

2 Samuel 2:12-17. The opposing forces meet at the pool at Gibeon, N. of Jerusalem (Joshua 9:3); a contest between twelve champions from each party brought on a general engagement, in which David's men were victorious.

2 Samuel 2:18-23. Asahel pursued Abner. He, anxious to avoid a blood-feud with Asahel's grim and powerful brother Joab, warned Asahel not to drive him to extremities. But Asahel would not be warned, and Abner slew him.

2 Samuel 2:23-32. At the appeal of Abner, Joab stays the pursuit. Both parties return home.

2 Samuel 2:24. Ammah . . . Glah, 2 Samuel 2:29. Bithron: none of these places are identified.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-5
2 Samuel 3:1-5. An editorial note, including an account of David's family. It is curious that the last-named wife, Eglah, and she only, is expressly called "David's wife." The letters in the Heb. may be a corruption of some description which would have conveyed further information. ICC suggests that the original reading was "sister of David." 2 Samuel 13:13 shows that such marriages were legitimate in Israel at the time.

Verses 6-11
2 Samuel 3:6 to 2 Samuel 4:12. Quarrel between Abner and Ishbaal. Treachery of Abner. Death of Abner, and of Ishbaal (J).—Cf. p. 286.

2 Samuel 3:6-11. Abner went in to Rizpah, Saul's concubine; an act of lse majest, as the harem of a king was the property of his successor (2 Samuel 12:8, 2 Samuel 16:22). He met Ishbaal's remonstrances with contemptuous and indignant anger. Was he, to whom the house of Saul owed so much, to be treated like a dog, on account of a trifling matter about a woman? He would soon show the nominal king who was master. Ishbaal dared not answer him.

2 Samuel 3:8. a dog's head that belongeth to Judah: the expression "dog's head" is not found elsewhere. The words "that belongeth to Judah" should be omitted. Some scribe reading Dog (caleb) took it to mean the tribe, and added an explanatory note on that supposition.

Verses 12-21
2 Samuel 3:12-21. Abner offers to bring all Israel under the authority of David. As a preliminary Michal is restored to David. Having sounded the elders of the various tribes, Abner visited David to arrange matters.

Verses 22-27
2 Samuel 3:22-27. Joab had been absent on a foray during Abner's visit; on his return, he induced Abner to come back and meet him and then treacherously assassinated him, to avenge the death of Asahel.

2 Samuel 3:26. Sirah: not identified.

2 Samuel 3:27. midst: read, "side of" with LXX.

Verses 28-39
2 Samuel 3:28-39. David made it clear that he had nothing to do with the murder. He gave Abner honourable burial, and king and people lamented him. The dirge in 2 Samuel 3:33 f. is generally accepted as the work of David.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-12
2 Samuel 4:1-12. It was clear that Ishbaal's authority could not long survive Abner. It was only a question who should carry out the schemes which Abner had set on foot. Two of Ishbaal's captains came to his house as he was enjoying his midday siesta. "And, behold the portress was cleaning wheat, and she had fallen sound asleep, and they got into the house without being noticed" (following LXX of 2 Samuel 4:6 cf. mg.), and slew Ishbaal and took his head to David, who had them put to death.

There are two insertions in this narrative. 2 Samuel 4:2 b, 2 Samuel 4:3 is an archological note as to Beeroth (Deuteronomy 10:6). Its inhabitants, probably on the occasion of some hostile inroad, had fled to Gittaim (not identified), and were sojourners (gerim, 2 Samuel 1:13*) there, when the note was written.

2 Samuel 4:4 probably implies that the only other legitimate (cf. 2 Samuel 21:8) representative of the house of Saul was a crippled boy, so that the murder of Ishbaal left the way open for David. The boy's name was really Meribbaal (1 Chronicles 8:34), "Baal contends," or 1 Chronicles 9:40, Meribaal, perhaps "Hero of Baal" (Gray, Heb. Proper Names, p. 201); Baal being a title of Yahweh. Mephibosheth has been explained (ICC), "that puffs at the shameful thing," but according to Gray it is a "mere, meaningless corruption." On the matter generally and for the change to bosheth, see 1 Samuel 14:49* 1 Samuel 4:4 would be more in place at the beginning of, or at some point in, ch. 9. It might also have come at the end of this chapter.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-16
2 Samuel 5:1-16. David Becomes King of united Israel and Judah. He Captures Jerusalem (J). (Cf. p. 282.)—Two notes have been added to this section (2 Samuel 5:4 f. and 2 Samuel 5:13-16), of the same character as 2 Samuel 2:10 a, 11, 2 Samuel 3:1-5, and probably by the same hand.

2 Samuel 5:1-3. On the basis of terms, "a covenant," agreed upon between him and the elders, or Sheikhs, of Israel, David is anointed king over Israel, thus becoming king of both Israel and Judah. This act brought Judah into organic union with the other tribes, for the first time, at any rate since the Settlement in Canaan. The looseness of the bond is shown by the ease with which it was broken at the death of Solomon.

2 Samuel 5:4 f. A chronological note, accepted, for the most part, as substantially correct.

2 Samuel 5:6-12. David takes Jerusalem, in spite of the boast of the Jebusites that the place was so strong that it could be successfully defended by the blind and lame. 2 Samuel 5:8 is unintelligible, and the text is hopelessly corrupt. The corresponding verse (1 Chronicles 11:6) runs, "And David said, Whoever smiteth the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. And Joab the son of Zeruiah went up first, and was made chief." Possibly Ch. preserves the original text; the corruption would be due to the introduction of glosses, and perhaps also to the desire to give David, and not Joab, the credit for the capture. Zion is usually held to have occupied part of the eastern of the two hills covered by the modern city (1 Kings 8:1*). Millo here is apparently some part of the fortifications of the citadel of Jerusalem (EBi) (cf. 1 Kings 9:15*). There was a "Millo" at Shechem (Judges 9:6).

By the establishment of the capital at Jerusalem, a fortress of exceptional strength, David did much to secure the permanence of the Jewish state, and the continuity of Revealed Religion.

David is encouraged by the friendship of the king of Tyre. His name is given as Hiram, i.e. Hiram I, the ally of Solomon; but the other data show that Hiram I cannot have been reigning so early in David's reign. Either the name of the familiar Hiram has been substituted for that of his less-known father, Abibaal, or the incident is transferred from the time of Solomon.

2 Samuel 5:13-16. Note on David's family. Eliada is a variant of Baaliada (cf. 1 Samuel 14:49).

Verses 17-25
2 Samuel 5:17-25. Victories over the Philistines (J). (Cf. p. 67.)—David twice defeats the Philistines in the Valley of Rephaim (p. 31, Isaiah 17:5*). The growing strength of David had roused the apprehensions of his suzerains. These incidents seem prior to the capture of Jerusalem, and are sometimes supposed to have been inserted from another document; they may, however, be from (J), having been transposed by the editor. The "hold" is perhaps Adullam. The fact that we are told that David named the place Baal-perazim, "Baal of Breaches," shows that the author saw nothing wrong in the use of Baal as a title of Yahweh (1 S. 4:49*.) The victors "took . . . away" the gods (so LXX and 1 Chronicles 14:12) of the Philistines. The Chronicler, anxious that his readers should not suppose that David intended to worship them, changed 2 Samuel 5:21 b into "and they were burned with fire," AV here followed suit by altering "took away" into "burned." In 2 Samuel 5:24, it is Yahweh who marches.

2 Samuel 5:25. Gezer: Joshua 10:33*, Judges 1:29*, 1 Kings 9:16*.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-23
2 Samuel 6. David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem. Michal's Scorn. Her Punishment (J). (Cf. p. 286.)—Nothing has been heard of the Ark since 1 Samuel 7:2, before the accession of Saul. The introduction of the Ark in I S 2 Samuel 14:18, is due to corruption of the text. This silence is sometimes accounted for by supposing that the Ark was under the control of the Philistines and inaccessible to the Israelites (cf. Cent.B, and EBi, "Ark"). David's action gave added importance to the new capital; and the building of Solomon's Temple probably provided Jerusalem with the chief sanctuary in Israel.

2 Samuel 6:1-11. David and the people go to Baal, or Baalah, Judah (not Baale), to fetch the Ark. This place is identified (Joshua 15:9 f., 1 Chronicles 13:6) with Kirjath-jearim, where the Ark was left in 1 Samuel 7:1. The identification however, may be due to a comparison of the two passages, and may not be correct. The two passages may come from different sources (cf. p. 276) which took different views of the history. They set out for Jerusalem in solemn procession; but a certain Uzzah put his hand on the Ark to steady it "and God smote him for his error." David abandoned his purpose, placed the Ark for a time in the house of Obed-edom of Gath, doubtless a ger (2 Samuel 1:13*). There is no question as to the regulations of the Priestly Code concerning Priests and Levites. Apparently Uzzah's fault consisted in handling the Ark roughly and unceremoniously. The narrative illustrates the imperfect morality ascribed to Yahweh by the earlier documents (cf. 1 Samuel 26:19).

According to some, the Uzzah episode is mythical, having arisen as a conjectural and mistaken interpretation of the place-name Perez-uzzah, "Breach of Uzzah." If this were so, David found the Ark at the house of Obed-edom; which would lend some support to the view that up to this time the Ark was under Philistine control. But a mythical explanation is not probable. Another improbable view is that Uzzah died from the shock which came upon him when he realised that he had committed an act of irreverence. [Parallels to this may be found in Frazer's Taboo and the Perils of the Soul.—A. S. P.] Sometimes, in the case of these ancient narratives, the safest course is to accept their substantial historicity without trying to explain everything. If we are to venture an explanation here, we might suggest that the death of Uzzah was due to excitement at the prospect of the Ark being thrown violently to the ground and broken; and to the sudden, strenuous effort needed to save it. Death under such circumstances would be interpreted as a sign of Divine displeasure and an "Act of God."

2 Samuel 6:5. with all manner of instruments made of fir wood: read, with 1 Chronicles 13:8, "with all their might and with songs."

2 Samuel 6:12-23. Obed-edom prospering, David gathers that Yahweh is appeased, and makes another attempt to bring the Ark to Jerusalem. As soon as a start is made, sacrifices are offered and, nothing untoward happening, the procession marches on and reaches its destination in safety. David, intoxicated with religious fervour, abandons himself to an ecstatic dance before Yahweh, i.e. the Ark. David was merely clothed with the priestly linen ephod, which hardly supplied a decent covering in the wild movements of the dance (Cent.B); 1 Chronicles 15:27 provides him with a robe. When David went home, Michal railed at him for his lack of dignity; probably not the first exhibition of temper on the part of this much-tried lady. David protected himself from similar experiences by relegating Michal to a separate establishment. This is probably the meaning of 2 Samuel 6:23.

2 Samuel 6:19. a portion of flesh: represents the single Heb. word 'eshpar, the meaning of which is unknown; it occurs only here and 1 Chronicles 16:3.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-29
2 Samuel 7. David Proposes to Build a Temple for the Ark but Yahweh Prefers to Dwell in a Tent, as heretofore. He Promises David that his Dynasty shall always Occupy the Throne (D).—An independent narrative, complete in itself; not from any of the main sources, but probably composed towards the close of the Jewish Monarchy by a writer of the Deuteronomic school. 2 Samuel 7:13, referring to Solomon and his Temple, is a later addition. This Divine promise of permanence to the Davidic dynasty is an early form of the Messianic Hope of Israel.

2 Samuel 7:1-3. David proposes to build a house of cedar for the Ark; Nathan assures him of the Divine approval.

2 Samuel 7:4-17. Nathan, however, was premature. Clearly, we are shown here that we are not intended to regard every utterance of a prophet recorded in Scripture as an infallible word of God. Yahweh bids Nathan tell David that He does not desire a house of cedar. There are some traces in OT of a view that the Temple of Solomon was a mistaken innovation. Yahweh will be gracious to His people, and the dynasty of David Shall always rule over them.

2 Samuel 7:7. tribes: read, "judges" with 1 Chronicles 17:6.

2 Samuel 7:18-29. David gives thanks glorifying Yahweh and His dealings with himself and with Israel.

2 Samuel 7:19. and this too after the manner of men: the Heb. is unintelligible, and the text is hopelessly corrupt.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-18
2 Samuel 8. David's Victories. His Ministers (D).—A concluding summary, corresponding to the similar section on Saul (1 Samuel 14:47 ff.) and by the same hand. Apparently it formed the conclusion of an early edition of the Book of Samuel. It includes material and information from earlier sources.

2 Samuel 8:1-8. David subdues the Philistines, Moabites, and Syrians.

2 Samuel 8:1. the bridle of the mother city: the text is hopelessly corrupt.

2 Samuel 8:2. Two-thirds were put to death.

2 Samuel 8:3-8. Apparently a summary with variations of 2 Samuel 10:6-19.

2 Samuel 8:3. Zobah: 1 Samuel 14:47.—the River: Euphrates.

2 Samuel 8:8. Betah . . . Berothai: not identified.

2 Samuel 8:9-12. The king of Hamath sends presents to David; these, with the spoil from his various conquests, he dedicates to Yahweh, i.e. stores in the Temple treasury, primarily, possibly, for the use of the Temple, especially for equipment, decoration, and building; but probably also as a national reserve for other purposes, e.g. wars, which were "Wars of Yahweh," a sacred activity, waged by consecrated warriors (pp. 99, 114). Temples in ancient times served as banks, the deity being supposed to protect the treasure committed to his care; though doubtless other precautions were taken.

2 Samuel 8:9. Hamath: 2 Kings 14:25*, Isaiah 10:9*, Amos 6:2*.

2 Samuel 8:13 f. David subdues Edom.

2 Samuel 8:13. Syrians: read Edom (mg.) with Ch., LXX, etc.—Valley of Salt: probably to the S. of Judah, in Edom.

2 Samuel 8:15-18. In addition to a commander-in-chief, David had a "recorder," lit. "remembrancer," and a "scribe." There are no express statements as to the functions of these officials. We should expect that the scribe would have charge of any secretarial work needed at the court; the "recorder" was probably not the public annalist, but the king's confidential adviser. There were two groups of priests: the more strictly professional priests, who were probably described in the original text as Zadok and Abiathar the son of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub; and the sons of David. In the present text Zadok is son of Ahitub, and therefore of the house of Eli, which is at variance with the rest of the history: Zadok became sole priest (i.e. of the royal sanctuary) when the house of Eli was deposed. A description of Zadok may have been lost; it is not clear that the early document connected either Eli or Zadok with Aaron. Note that in any case the priesthood is not limited to either the house of Aaron or the tribe of Levi; the royal princes are priests. This seemed impossible to late writers under the influence of the Priestly Code, and so 1 Chronicles 18:17 alters "priests" to "chief men about the king," AV and RVm follow suit with "chief rulers" and "chief ministers"; both mistranslations.

Then there was a captain of the Cherethites (1 Samuel 30:13) and Pelethites (p. 56), the bodyguard of foreign mercenaries now first appearing in Israelite history. This body was often of great importance, on account of their personal devotion to the king, and their freedom from local ties. Pelethite only occurs in the phrase "Cherethites and Pelethites," the title of the bodyguard; it is generally regarded as a variant of Philistine (HDB).

09 Chapter 9 

Introduction
2 Samuel 9-10. (J.) These chapters are of the utmost value, both as literature and as history. They seem to be the work either of a contemporary, or of some one who was familiar with the facts through the testimony of contemporaries.

Verses 1-13
2 Samuel 9. David shows Favour to Meri-baal (J).—David, asking as to survivors of the house of Saul, hears of Meri-baal (2 Samuel 4:4*); he bestows upon him Saul's private estates, and gives him the status of a royal prince at his court.

10 Chapter 10 

Introduction
2 Samuel 9-10. (J.) These chapters are of the utmost value, both as literature and as history. They seem to be the work either of a contemporary, or of some one who was familiar with the facts through the testimony of contemporaries.

Verses 1-19
2 Samuel 10. War with the Ammonites and the Syrians (J).

2 Samuel 10:1-5. The king of Ammon insults David's ambassadors. [J. G. Frazer (Taboo and the Perils of the Soul, p. 273) connects Hanun's action with the well-known belief that to get possession of the hair of a person is to have him in one's power. He supposes that Hanun, distrusting David's designs and desirous to have some guarantee of peace, thought he secured this by retaining half the beards and garments He quotes as a parallel the treatment of a traitor by two Moabite Arabs who shaved completely one side of his head and his moustache on the other, and set him at liberty.—A. S. P.]

2 Samuel 10:6-14. The Ammonites hire mercenaries from the Syrian states; Joab takes command of the general levy of Israel and the standing army (read, "the host and the mighty men"; probably David's 600 were continued as the nucleus of a standing army). Joab marched to the gate, i.e. of Rabbah, the capital of Ammon; and though caught between the Ammonites and the Syrians, won a signal victory.

2 Samuel 10:6. Beth-rehob: Numbers 13:21*.—Maachah: Deuteronomy 3:14.—Tob: Judges 11:3*.

2 Samuel 10:15-19. Further victories over the Syrians. Apparently a variant of 2 Samuel 8:3-8, which see; perhaps an editorial addition.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-27
Sam 11. David, Bath-sheba, and Uriah (J).

2 Samuel 11:1-5. In the spring, at the beginning of the season suitable for military operations, Joab and the army set out to besiege Rabbah (Jeremiah 49:2*); David stayed at home. He committed adultery with Bath-sheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite, who was in the field with Joab. Uriah would be a ger (2 Samuel 1:13*); his name, "Yahweh is light," shows that he was a worshipper of Yahweh.

2 Samuel 11:6-13. David makes an unsuccessful attempt to conceal the facts. Note that the Ark was taken into the field as a talisman (2 Samuel 11:11), as in 1 Samuel 4:3.

2 Samuel 11:14-27. By David's instructions, Joab arranges that Uriah is slain by the enemy. On hearing the news, David marries Bath-sheba.

2 Samuel 11:21. Cf. Judges 9:50 ff.—Jerubbesheth: Jerubbaal (cf. 1 Samuel 14:49*).

2 Samuel 11:22. After this verse, LXX, probably giving the correct text, adds that David was angry and addressed the messenger in very much the words of 2 Samuel 11:20 f.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-31
2 Samuel 12. David's Repentance. Capture of Rabbah (J).—The section concerning Nathan (2 Samuel 12:1-15 a) is sometimes regarded as a later addition by some one who was anxious to point out and emphasize the moral; but this view is not generally held. Only 2 Samuel 12:10-12 need be regarded as editorial. The chapter is important because it shows that the primitive ideas as to the morality of Yahweh were very real, though they might be defective in some directions.

2 Samuel 12:1-14. Nathan, by parable and admonition, brings David's guilt home to him; he makes penitent confession. Yahweh puts away his sin, which is thought of as a kind of disease, which would of itself kill the sinner, if it were not taken away.

2 Samuel 12:15-25. David's child by Bath-sheba dies, but another son, Solomon, is born to them.

2 Samuel 12:25. for the Lord's sake: an addition.

2 Samuel 12:26-31. Joab having made sure of the capture of Rabbah by making himself master of the water supply. (read, "city of waters" for "royal city" in 2 Samuel 12:26 as in 2 Samuel 12:27), David takes the command that he may have the formal credit. Amongst other spoil, he took the crown from the idol of Milcom, the god of Ammon; in this crown was a jewel which was set on David's head, probably in his crown or diadem; so with 1 Chronicles 20:2. He made his captives industrial slaves (mg.). Ch., however, makes him cut them with saws, etc.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-39
2 Samuel 13. Amnon, Tamar, and Absalom (J).

2 Samuel 13:1-22. Amnon, David's eldest son, forces his half-sister, Tamar, the full sister of Absalom. He might have married her (2 Samuel 3:5*) but did not choose to do so. She rent her royal tunic, probably a garment reaching to the hands and feet (cf. Genesis 37:3*); Joseph's "coat of many colours" represents the same Heb. word. David was angry, but he did not vex him by punishing him, for he loved him because he was his first-born (so LXX).

2 Samuel 13:23-29. Two years later, Absalom induced Amnon to be his guest at the sheepshearing (p. 101) at Baalhazor near Beth-el; the other sons of David were also present. Absalom made them a royal feast (so LXX addition at the end of 2 Samuel 13:27). Absalom had Amnon murdered at the feast.

2 Samuel 13:30-39. The rumour reached the court that all the princes were slain, but Jonadab, Amnon's friend, reassured the king only Amnon was dead; for Absalom had been waiting for an opportunity to kill him ever since the outrage upon Tamar. Meanwhile the watchman, on some neighbouring tower, lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold much people were coming on the Beth-horon road (p. 31), on the descent; and the watchman came and told the king, saying: I see men coming on the Beth-horon road on the side of the hill (so ICC, with LXX). Soon after, the princes arrived. Absalom fled to the king of Geshur, his grandfather (2 Samuel 3:3), and remained there three years, and all the time David pined for his return.

2 Samuel 13:37-39. The text is corrupt, but the sense is clearly as above.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-33
2 Samuel 14. The Return of Absalom (J).

2 Samuel 14:1-8. Joab perceives the king's longing for his son (p. 67), and sends to him a woman of Tekoa (p. 31), about 5 miles S. of Beth-lehem, with a trumped-up tale that she was in danger of being left childless, because one of her two sons had killed his brother, and the kinsfolk wished to put the survivor to death. The king promised to intervene.

2 Samuel 14:9-17. The woman continued to importune him, and at last she seems to admit that her story is a parable and to apply it to the king. 2 Samuel 14:14 is difficult; the first part, no doubt, means, "Life is uncertain, either the king or his son may die at any time; then it will be too late for them to be reconciled, or for Absalom to be reinstated." In the latter part, the text is probably corrupt; the favourite restoration is: "And God will not take away the life of him that thinketh thoughts in order not to banish from him (i.e. keep in exile), one that is banished," i.e. God will not condemn David for leniency to Absalom (cf. Driver). It seems a roundabout way of putting things, but that may be in keeping with the occasion and the woman's character.

2 Samuel 14:15-17. These verses may have stood originally somewhere before 2 Samuel 14:13, in which the woman reveals her real purpose.

2 Samuel 14:18-24. The woman admits that she has been sent by Joab. The king allows Joab to fetch Absalom home, but will not allow the returned exile to enter the royal presence.

2 Samuel 14:25-27. Absalom's beauty; his family. Probably a later addition.

2 Samuel 14:26. two hundred shekels, after the king's weight: Cent.B estimates the weight at 355/7 1b., and, with others, regards this phrase as modelled on legends on foreign weights, and as an indication of post-exilic authorship.

2 Samuel 14:27. In 2 Samuel 18:18 Absalom has no sons, and in 1 Kings 15:2, we read of Maacah, the daughter of Absalom.

2 Samuel 14:28-33. Joab having refused to visit Absalom, the prince secures his attendance by a ruse, and induces Joab to complete the reconciliation between father and son.

2 Samuel 14:30. Perhaps we should add at the end of this verse, "And Joab's servants came to him with their clothes rent and said: The servants of Absalom have set the field on fire."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-37
2 Samuel 15:1 to 2 Samuel 16:14. Revolt of Absalom. Flight of David (J).

2 Samuel 15:1-6. Absalom makes himself popular by professing an interest in the litigation of the people.

2 Samuel 15:7-12. After four years (so read with Syr. and some texts of LXX), having obtained the king's permission on a false pretext, Absalom goes to Hebron and organises revolt.

2 Samuel 15:12. Giloh: Joshua 15:51.

2 Samuel 15:13-29. 2 Samuel 15:17 f. should be emended on the basis of LXX (so Driver and others), giving the following: David leaves Jerusalem with his ministers and officers, "servants"; they take their stand by the last house E. of the city, that the rest of David's partisans may pass before them. The general body come first, then the bodyguard of foreign mercenaries, the rear of the latter being brought up by a recent reinforcement under Ittai of Gath. David offers Ittai the opportunity of leaving him; he refuses. The fugitives pass on amidst the lamentation of the people; David stands by the brook Kidron and watches them pass on toward the olive-tree in the wilderness; 2 Samuel 15:23 should be read thus, with SBOT, etc. 2 Samuel 15:24 must be emended to read, "And behold, also Zadok and Abiathar carrying the ark of God, and they set down the ark until all the people had done passing out of the city." David bids them take the Ark back to the city. Yahweh could give him victory without this talisman, just as well as with it. This act shows that David had reached a more spiritual view of religion than that which had been generally held; his example would tell on others. At any rate, we hear nothing more of the Ark being carried to war; little importance need be attached to the obscure passage, 2 Chronicles 35:3. David arranges with the priests for their two sons to act as spies.

2 Samuel 15:27. Art thou not a seer: read, "Behold do thou."

2 Samuel 15:30-37. David arranges for Hushai the Archite (Joshua 16:2), "David's friend" (so LXX), his confidential adviser, an official title, to remain in Jerusalem as his secret agent and to attach himself to Absalom—become Absalom's "Friend."

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-23
1 Samuel 16:1-4. Soon after passing the summit of the Mt. of Olives David is met by Ziba, the servant of Meri-baal (2 Samuel 4:4), with a present of two asses laden with provisions. Ziba, representing that Meri-baal has turned traitor, obtains a grant of his property.

2 Samuel 16:5-14. At Bahurim, somewhere on the way to the Jordan, Shimei, a kinsman of Saul, follows David, uttering curses and throwing stones. David refuses to retaliate, feeling that his sufferings may move Yahweh to pity him.

2 Samuel 16:14. It is probable that the name of some place has dropped out.

1 Samuel 16:15 to 1 Samuel 17:14. Absalom Comes to Jerusalem. Ahithophel and Hushai (J).

2 Samuel 16:15-23. Hushai joins Absalom. On the advice of Ahithophel, Absalom takes over his father's harem (2 Samuel 3:7*).

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-14
2 Samuel 17:1-14. Ahithophel advises the instant pursuit and capture of David. "I," he says, "will bring back all the people unto thee, as a bride returns to her husband; thou seekest the life of only one man, there shall be peace for all the people"; read 2 Samuel 17:3 thus with LXX. Hushai advised delay, till an overwhelming force could be gathered which would overcome any possible resistance. Yahweh makes Absalom follow Hushai's counsel, to his own ruin.

Verses 15-29
2 Samuel 17:15-29. David Comes to Mahanaim (J).

2 Samuel 17:15-21. Meanwhile David was in constant communication with his agents in Jerusalem through Jonathan and Ahimaaz. But one day, apparently when the news of Ahithophel's advice was being conveyed to David, they were seen and pursued, but escaped by being hidden in a well (cf. Joshua 2:6), and got away and brought the news to the king.

2 Samuel 17:17. En-rogel: 1 Kings 1:9*.

2 Samuel 17:20. brook: michal, a word of unknown meaning, occurring only here.

2 Samuel 17:22-26. David moves to Mahanaim, and Absalom pursues him with the whole levy of Israel. Ahithophel had committed suicide. Absalom's commander-in-chief was Amasa, son of Jether the Ishmaelite (so with 1 Chronicles 2:17), and of Abigail, the daughter of Jesse. (So Klostermann and others, with LXX and 1 Chronicles 2:17.) The "Nahash" of the Heb. text may perhaps be partly due to the presence of the name in 2 Samuel 17:27. (Of, on 1 Samuel 26:6.)

2 Samuel 17:27-29. The Sheikhs in the lands E. of the Jordan supply David and his followers with provisions. Shobi may now have been king of Ammon, tributary to David.

2 Samuel 17:27. Rogelim: not identified.

2 Samuel 17:28. beds; read "couches and rugs," with Budde and others, on the basis of LXX.—parched pulse: omit.—cheese: shphoth only occurs here, meaning unknown; is as likely to be cheese as anything else.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-33
1 Samuel 18:1 to 1 Samuel 19:8. Defeat and Death of Absalom. David's Grief (J).

2 Samuel 18:1-8. Absalom's followers are defeated with great slaughter. Nothing is known as to the battle-field, "the Forest of Ephraim," beyond what may be gathered from this story. Many fugitives lost their lives by falling headlong in the broken, rocky country; some perhaps, especially the wounded died of hunger and exhaustion in these inhospitable tracts, with which they were not familiar. "Forest" here, as often in England, e.g. Ashdown Forest, denotes the kind of country described above, and not a continuous mass of trees (cf. Budde).

2 Samuel 18:9-18. Absalom, fleeing, was caught by his head in an oak and left hanging there, while his mule galloped away. Nothing is said about his hair, and, in spite of the familiar pictures, it is difficult to imagine how he could be caught by the hair so that he could not extricate himself. Budde suggests that, riding headlong on uneven ground, he was carried with force into an oak, that his head stuck in a fork between two branches, and he perhaps lost consciousness. Tidings of his plight being brought to Joab, he and his attendants slew Absalom, and buried him in a neighbouring pit. The existing text seems to contrast this with the arrangements Absalom himself had made. But it is not clear what these were. The Heb. as it stands would naturally mean that Absalom took a mebh (p. 98), or sacred pillar, which was standing in the King's Dale, and removed it and set it up somewhere else as a memorial to himself. In view of the sacred character of the pillar, Absalom probably founded a sanctuary where family rites for the dead would be celebrated; something roughly corresponding to a Romanist memorial chapel in which masses are said for the departed. As, however, such rites were performed by sons or descendants, it is curious that his action is explained by the fact that he had no son. Possibly the more enlightened religion of later times objected to both the sanctuary and the ritual; and the narrative was modified accordingly in order to transform the sacred pillar into a purely secular monument. The ritual may possibly have been originally derived from ancestor-worship (p. 83); though religious rites in connexion with the dead need not have involved ancestor-worship in ancient Israel any more than in modern Italy. In 2 Samuel 14:27 Absalom has three sons. LXX differs from Heb., and Klostermann adduces reasons for supposing that, in the original, David erected the pillar to the memory of Absalom.

2 Samuel 18:18. the king's dale: Genesis 14:17.

2 Samuel 18:19-23. Ahimaaz and the Cushite race to Mahanaim to carry the news of the victory.

2 Samuel 18:24-33. David, sitting between the inner and outer gates of the city is waiting for tidings. Ahimaaz arrives first and salutes the king with the usual greeting, "Shalom," "Peace"(not "All is well"); he announces the victory but evades the king's question about Absalom. But this is answered by the Cushite, who comes up soon afterwards. David, overwhelmed with grief, secludes himself.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-43
1 Samuel 19:1-8. Joab induces the king to present himself to the people.

1 Samuel 19:9-24. The Return of David (J).

2 Samuel 19:9-15. The two parts of 2 Samuel 19:11 must be transposed with the LXX, giving the following: Absalom's death left Western Palestine in a state of anarchy; the obvious remedy was the restoration of David, so that men said, "Why speak ye not a word of bringing the king back?" And the king learned what was being said throughout Israel; and king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak unto the elders of Judah, saying, Why are ye the last to bring the king back? They were to promise Amasa that he should supplant Joab as commander-in-chief. The men of Judah invite the king to return, and come down to the Jordan to meet him.

2 Samuel 19:16-23. Shimei makes his peace with David (cf. 2 Samuel 16:5).

2 Samuel 19:24-30. Meri-baal (2 Samuel 4:4) comes to clear himself of the charges brought against him by Ziba (2 Samuel 16:3). David despairs of arriving at the truth, or is too busy to give time to the matter, or does not think it politic to offend either party; so he divides the property (2 Samuel 9:7, 2 Samuel 16:4) between them. Meri-baal, with the usual exaggerated Eastern courtesy, replies, "Let him take the whole, now that my lord the king is safe home again"—words which, we may be sure, were not intended to be taken literally.

2 Samuel 19:31-39. Barzillai (2 Samuel 17:27) escorts the king to the Jordan. It is generally agreed that the text and translation must be emended so as to make it clear that Barzillai came to the Jordan, but did not cross the river, thus: Barzillai declines an invitation to accompany the king to court; he will only (2 Samuel 19:36) come with him as far as the Jordan; he commends Chimham, probably his son, to the royal favour. As the king stood (so read for "went over" in 2 Samuel 19:39), watching his followers cross the river, he bade farewell to Barzillai.

2 Samuel 19:40-43. David crosses the Jordan, escorted by Judah and a contingent from Israel. The two parties engage in an unseemly wrangle as to their relative claims on the king and rights in bringing him back. The episode shows how little Judah was even yet regarded as an integral part of Israel. In 2 Samuel 19:43, instead of, "And we have also more right in David than you," we should read with LXX, "And I also am the firstborn rather than thou"; i.e. compared to Israel, Judah is a late and inferior addition to the community.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-26
1 Samuel 20. The Revolt of Sheba (J).

2 Samuel 20:1 f. The result of this altercation was a fresh rebellion under a Benjamite, Sheba ben Bichri.

2 Samuel 20:3. The members of the king's harem whom he had left in Jerusalem are condemned to pass the rest of their days in seclusion (cf. 2 Samuel 16:21).

2 Samuel 20:4-12. David bade his new commander-in-chief, Amasa, assemble the general levy of Judah by a given day; the day came, but Amasa and the army did not appear. A few days before Amasa had been in command of an army fighting against Judah, and the men of Judah might be slow to trust him. Time pressed; David, still unwilling to forgive Joab, placed his brother, Abishai, in command of the bodyguard and the standing army, with Joab as a subordinate. Read, in 2 Samuel 20:7, on the basis of the LXX, "And there went out after Abishai, Joab and the Cherethites, etc." Meanwhile Amasa had collected his force and also started northwards. The two armies met near Gibeon; Joab treacherously murdered Amasa by some ruse which is not clearly explained—the latter part of 2 Samuel 20:8 is unintelligible. Joab then assumed the command.

2 Samuel 20:13-22. Joab led the united force in pursuit of Sheba, who had been traversing the country trying unsuccessfully to gather adherents. 2 Samuel 20:14 is obscure and the text doubtful; it is not clear how it should be restored. Some find in it a statement that Sheba was treated with contempt. Further, we should probably read "to Abel-beth-maacah," in the extreme N. of Palestine; "all the Bichrites," Sheba's kinsfolk. Joab shut up the rebels in Abel, and was preparing to storm the city. The inhabitants opened negotiations through a "Wise Woman," probably someone on the border line between a prophetess and a witch, two classes which were not always clearly distinguished. She appealed to the reputation of Abel as a stronghold of national tradition: "They used to say formerly: Let them ask in Abel and in Dan whether what the faithful in Israel established has come to an end" (so ICC, etc., on the basis of LXX). Such a city Joab was proposing to destroy. The negotiations ended in the people of Abel putting Sheba to death; whereupon Joab and his army returned to Jerusalem. Apparently the king did not venture to dispute Joab's right to resume his post of commander-in-chief.

2 Samuel 20:23-26. A second list of David's officers, varying somewhat from that in 2 Samuel 8:16 ff., which see. There is a new office, Master of the Tribute, or rather the forced labour (cf. 1 Samuel 8:16). David's sons disappear from the list of priests, but Ira, who takes their place, is neither Levite nor Aaronite, but belongs to Jair, a clan of E. Manasseh. The differences between the two lists may be due to changes in the course of the reign or to variations in the traditions. Probably neither list is exhaustive; no doubt there were other officers and other priests who might have been mentioned. The list will have been composed by an editor from ancient material, and at one time was the conclusion of an edition of the book which ended at this point.

21 Chapter 21 

Introduction
1 Samuel 21-24. These chapters form an appendix of material from various sources. One of the editors, perhaps the one to whom the book substantially owes its present form, seems to have met with difficulties in an attempted rearrangement of some of the material; finding no other convenient place for 2 Samuel 21:1-14, 2 Samuel 24, he added them at the end, as a kind of appendix. He or someone else inserted between them the catalogue of heroes (2 Samuel 21:15-22, 2 Samuel 23:8-39); later on someone inserted 1 Samuel 22 and 1 Samuel 23:8-29 in the middle of the catalogue. The reader must remember that ancient editors and scribes had no assistance from divisions of chapters and verses or headings; and that only the consonants were written, so that it was not possible to see at a glance where was the most suitable place for an addition. 

The proper continuation of ch. 20 is 1 Kings 1.

Verses 1-14
1 Samuel 21-24. These chapters form an appendix of material from various sources. One of the editors, perhaps the one to whom the book substantially owes its present form, seems to have met with difficulties in an attempted rearrangement of some of the material; finding no other convenient place for 2 Samuel 21:1-14, 2 Samuel 24, he added them at the end, as a kind of appendix. He or someone else inserted between them the catalogue of heroes (2 Samuel 21:15-22, 2 Samuel 23:8-39); later on someone inserted 1 Samuel 22 and 1 Samuel 23:8-29 in the middle of the catalogue. The reader must remember that ancient editors and scribes had no assistance from divisions of chapters and verses or headings; and that only the consonants were written, so that it was not possible to see at a glance where was the most suitable place for an addition. 

The proper continuation of ch. 20 is 1 Kings 1.

1 Samuel 21:1-14. The Story of Rizpah (J). (Cf. above.)—This section and ch. 24 are probably by the same hand They are no doubt ancient, but do not belong to the same source as 1 Samuel 9-20. We have here striking illustrations of the primitive theology of Israel: misfortune, e.g. famine, is regarded as necessarily the punishment of sin. When misfortune comes, the obvious course is to inquire what sin has caused it. Owing to the solidarity of the nation and the family, punishment of sin may fall on the fellow-countrymen or the kinsfolk of the sinner. Saul treacherously massacres the Gibeonites; therefore Israel is afflicted with a famine till the Gibeonites and Yahweh are appeased by the execution of seven of Saul's sons and grandsons. This event probably happened not long after David became king of all Israel.

2 Samuel 21:1-9. To ascertain the cause of a prolonged famine, David seeks the face of Yahweh, i.e. inquires of an oracle; and learns that it is due to Saul having massacred the Gibeonites in spite of their covenant (Joshua 9), with Israel. In 2 Samuel 21:1 read with LXX, "The guilt of blood rests on Saul and on his house." The Gibeonites decline compensation in money, and demand seven descendants of Saul, to be put to death at the sanctuary at Gibeon as a sacrifice to Yahweh. (So generally ICC, on the basis of LXX.) The meaning of the word, RV "hang," denoting the mode of execution, is unknown. Their request was granted and the famine ceased. [J. G. Frazer thinks that the "execution was not a mere punishment, but that it partook of the nature of a rain-charm," since magical ceremonies to procure rain are often performed with dead men's bones (Adonis Attis Osiris, i. 22). The famine was no doubt due to lack of rain.—A. S. P.] In 1 Samuel 8 read Merab (1 Samuel 18:19) for Michal.

2 Samuel 21:10-14. Rizpah, the mother of five of the victims, watches day and night over their remains till David has them buried with the bones of Saul and Jonathan.

Verses 14-22
1 Samuel 21:15-15. David's Heroes (first section). Cf. above. (J).—These verses are probably from the same source as 2 Samuel 23:8 ff., and the source is no doubt ancient. The events in 2 Samuel 21:15 ff. and 2 Samuel 23:8 ff. belong to various periods in the life of David.

2 Samuel 21:15-17. Abishai Rescues David.—The text of 2 Samuel 21:16 is corrupt; the general sense seems to have been:

At Gob, some place otherwise unknown, David was in danger from a giant whose name has been lost through corruption of the text.

2 Samuel 21:18-22. David's warriors slay three Philistine giants one of them Goliath, who is slain by Elhanan the son of Jair (so with 1 Chronicles 20:5). Note the varying tradition as to Goliath; it seems more likely that the exploit of an obscure individual should be credited to David than vice versa. Ch. removes the discrepancy by altering Bethlehemite into "Lahmi the brother of" (Goliath), and AV has made a similar alteration.

22 Chapter 22 

Introduction
1 Samuel 21-24. These chapters form an appendix of material from various sources. One of the editors, perhaps the one to whom the book substantially owes its present form, seems to have met with difficulties in an attempted rearrangement of some of the material; finding no other convenient place for 2 Samuel 21:1-14, 2 Samuel 24, he added them at the end, as a kind of appendix. He or someone else inserted between them the catalogue of heroes (2 Samuel 21:15-22, 2 Samuel 23:8-39); later on someone inserted 1 Samuel 22 and 1 Samuel 23:8-29 in the middle of the catalogue. The reader must remember that ancient editors and scribes had no assistance from divisions of chapters and verses or headings; and that only the consonants were written, so that it was not possible to see at a glance where was the most suitable place for an addition. 

The proper continuation of ch. 20 is 1 Kings 1.

Verses 1-51
1 Samuel 22. Psalms 18.—This poem is dealt with in the commentary on the Psalms (Psalms book comments, and Psalms 18 chapter comments.).

23 Chapter 23 

Introduction
1 Samuel 21-24. These chapters form an appendix of material from various sources. One of the editors, perhaps the one to whom the book substantially owes its present form, seems to have met with difficulties in an attempted rearrangement of some of the material; finding no other convenient place for 2 Samuel 21:1-14, 2 Samuel 24, he added them at the end, as a kind of appendix. He or someone else inserted between them the catalogue of heroes (2 Samuel 21:15-22, 2 Samuel 23:8-39); later on someone inserted 1 Samuel 22 and 1 Samuel 23:8-29 in the middle of the catalogue. The reader must remember that ancient editors and scribes had no assistance from divisions of chapters and verses or headings; and that only the consonants were written, so that it was not possible to see at a glance where was the most suitable place for an addition. 

The proper continuation of ch. 20 is 1 Kings 1.

Verses 1-7
1 Samuel 23:1-7. The Last Words of David (cf. above).—This poem is generally held to be a late production and not composed by David. "Saith" (twice) in 1 Samuel 23:1, is the solemn ne'um, "oracle" (Numbers 24:3). Instead of "sweet psalmist of Israel," render "him whom Israel delights to praise" (cf. RVm). 2 Samuel 23:4 should run:

He shall dawn like the light of morning,

Like the sun on a morning without clouds.

The text and translation of the last line, and of 2 Samuel 23:5-7, are uncertain; there is no agreement amongst scholars as to how they are to be restored, so that one cannot offer anything which is an assured improvement on RV, except at one or two points. 2 Samuel 23:5 should open, "Verily my house is sure with God"; the last line of the verse should be taken with what follows.

Verses 8-39
1 Samuel 23:8-29. David's Heroes (continued).—The Three and the Thirty (J). (Cf. above.)

2 Samuel 23:8-12. 2 Samuel 23:8 must be emended to read, instead of Josheb, etc., "Ishbaal the Hachmonite, chief of the three, he lifted up his spear against eight hundred, etc." 2 Samuel 23:9 should read "Eleazar ben Dodo the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men, was with David at Pas-dammim (1 Samuel 17:1), when the Philistines were there gathered together to battle, and the men of Israel retreated." Shammah's exploit was when the Philistines were assembled "at Lehi" (Judges 15:9), not "into a troop."

2 Samuel 23:13-17. Read 2 Samuel 23:13 : And three of the thirty went down and came to the rock to David to the hold of Adullam," SBOT.

2 Samuel 23:18-23. Read 2 Samuel 23:18 : "And Abishai . . . was chief of the Thirty, . . . and had a name among the Thirty," or "like that of the Three." In 2 Samuel 23:20, the text is hopelessly corrupt; but apparently Benaiah slew two young lions and a lion, "Ariel" having arisen through the mistaken combination of 'ari, "lion" with letters belonging to another word. 2 Samuel 23:22 should be emended at the end like 2 Samuel 23:18.

2 Samuel 23:24-39. Note that the Three are men of whom we learn nothing elsewhere, apparently remarkable for nothing but personal strength and skill in hand-to-hand fighting They would enjoy public importance and popularity comparable to those accorded to famous cricketers and footballers nowadays; the Thirty enjoyed the same distinction in a less degree. They indeed include men of note in other ways: Asahel ben Zeruiah; also a son of Ahithophel, and Uriah the Hittite, besides Abishai, and Benaiah, the Captain of the Bodyguard. But the bulk of the Thirty are otherwise unknown. Joab, the most powerful man and the finest military commander in Israel, David himself not excepted, belongs to neither body; but his armour-bearers belong to the Thirty; that indicates the value of the distinction. According to 2 Samuel 23:39 the Thirty numbered thirty-seven. Possibly the original number was not adhered to; or the list may include some who were slain like Asahel and Uriah, together with those who replaced them.

24 Chapter 24 

Introduction
1 Samuel 21-24. These chapters form an appendix of material from various sources. One of the editors, perhaps the one to whom the book substantially owes its present form, seems to have met with difficulties in an attempted rearrangement of some of the material; finding no other convenient place for 2 Samuel 21:1-14, 2 Samuel 24, he added them at the end, as a kind of appendix. He or someone else inserted between them the catalogue of heroes (2 Samuel 21:15-22, 2 Samuel 23:8-39); later on someone inserted 1 Samuel 22 and 1 Samuel 23:8-29 in the middle of the catalogue. The reader must remember that ancient editors and scribes had no assistance from divisions of chapters and verses or headings; and that only the consonants were written, so that it was not possible to see at a glance where was the most suitable place for an addition. 

The proper continuation of ch. 20 is 1 Kings 1.

Verses 1-25
1 Samuel 24. The Census (J). (Cf. p. 292.)—This event also may belong to the beginning of David's reign over all Israel.

2 Samuel 24:1-9. Here is another illustration of the imperfect recognition of the moral nature of Yahweh in the primitive documents. No one is conscious of sin, yet Yahweh, for some inscrutable, arbitrary reason, is angry with His people. Accordingly, He induces David to commit an obvious sin, so that He may have a justification for punishing Israel. It is useless to ask why a census was sinful; such ideas go too far back for us to trace their origin (Numbers 31:50*). In the Priestly Code censuses are taken quite happily. The subsequent advance of religious thought in Israel is indicated by the fact that in 1 Chronicles 21:1, it is Satan who induces David to take the census. Controlled by a baneful inspiration, David is incapable of listening to reason, he turns a deaf ear to the protests of Joab and his officers, and the census is taken. In considering the theology of this chapter, the reader will appreciate the relief which we obtain when we realise that such passages are records, preserved by the Divine Providence for our instruction, of a primitive and imperfect interpretation of the ways of God. The enumerators began at the S. of E. Palestine; went to the extreme N.; then westward; then they traversed W. Palestine from N. to S. The numbers differ in Ch. and in MSS of LXX, and are no doubt exaggerated.

2 Samuel 24:6. Tahtim-hodshi . . . Dan-jaan: corrupt readings; there is no certain restoration; but it is clear that the enumerators went to the northern Dan, the extreme point of the territory of Israel northwards.

2 Samuel 24:10-17. Yahweh now removes the misleading influence from David, so that he comes to himself and is penitent. Yahweh offers him a choice of three punishments; famine for three (so with 1 Chronicles 21:12) years; disastrous war for three months; pestilence for three days. In 2 Samuel 24:15 most scholars follow LXX in reading: "So David chose the pestilence. And in the days of the wheat harvest, the plague began among the people and slew of the people seventy thousand men." Then, when the plague was on the point of reaching Jerusalem, David interceded with Yahweh, and He stayed the plague, apparently before the three days had elapsed.

2 Samuel 24:18-25. By Gad's direction David builds an altar and offers sacrifices; the plague is stayed. If 2 Samuel 24:16 f. belongs to the original story, Yahweh was not placated by the sacrifices, but had already bidden the destroying angel stay his hand. David buys a threshing floor and oxen for fifty shekels of silver—Araunah's offer of them as a gift is only another piece of Oriental courtesy. The site of this altar is identified with that of the altar of burnt offering in Solomon's Temple. In 1 Chronicles 21 David buys "the place" for six hundred shekels of gold.

