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Published in 1939-1940, this is a timeless collection of Biblical analysis, exposition, and truths with a unique blend of literary creativity. The metaphor of a water well perfectly describes the depth of thought and spiritual clarity.

This commentary began from the author's sermon notes and was published in 14 volumes.

Dr. Robert Edward Neighbour worked extensively with Southern Baptist missions and pastored a number of churches, including the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, GA. While there, he started the Baptist Bible Union and left the Southern Baptist denomination behind. After a number of years at the helm of the BBU, he left and continued his work as an evangelist and missionary until his death in 1945.

01 Chapter 1 

02 Chapter 2 
03 Chapter 3 
04 Chapter 4 
05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-18
The Ark in the Home of Obed-Edom 
2 Samuel 6:1-18 (Compare 1 Chronicles 13:1-14 ) 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We have some very solemn lessons to consider. 

1. The sacredness of holy things. For several chapters we have studied some things which have had to do with the Ark of the Lord. One thing which we have not thus far suggested is the careless way in which the Ark was handled, first by the Philistines, and later by the men of Beth-shemesh. Neither of the above seemed to realize that there was any sacredness connected with the Ark. The former jostled it about on a cart, and the latter rudely opened it to examine the inside. 

In this study, however, we come to a climax in this carelessness a climax which is altogether inexcusable, and which was severely rebuked from on High by the death of Uzzah. Details of this will be brought out later. We wish to do no more here than offer some general comments. 

As we see it, the spirit of the age in which we are now living is imbibed with an utter disregard of the sacredness of things Divine. Men worship the Lord, the high and holy One, the Creator of Heaven and earth, in a most careless and even flippant way. 

The Names of Deity are often omitted. We speak of those Names which refer to the risen, exalted, and glorified Lord. Instead of addressing our Saviour as the Lord Jesus, the Lord Jesus Christ, or Jesus Christ the Lord, He is too frequently addressed by the one Name, Jesus. 

We grant that the Name Jesus has a very hallowed significance of meaning "He shall save His people from their sins." However, the Name which is so casually upon the lips of many is used to designate our Lord as the Man who dwelt among us. 

In the Epistles following the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, His fuller titles are given to Him with, perhaps, two or three exceptions, where there is special reference to His Saviourhood. 

Let us observe for a moment the opening statement of the prayer which the Lord taught His disciples. The prayer is like this: "Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name." There is something in the word "hallowed" which carries reverence and worship and the recognition of the sublimity, the glory, and the power of the Father. 

We need to learn the deeper significance of the words spoken to Moses, "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." 

I. BRINGING THE ARK BACK WITH POMP AND GLORY (2 Samuel 6:1-2 ) 
1. The Ark had been twenty years in the house of Abinadab. It was, to be sure, once more among the people of Israel; but now that Samuel was gone, and Saul was gone, and David was king, it was quite natural for the king to want the Ark brought again to its own place, that God might be the recognized Head of the nation. 

2. David gathered together thirty thousand men of Israel to bring the Ark. In 1 Chronicles 13:1-14 we read that David consulted "with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and with every leader." This might have been all right, had they all consulted with the Lord, in His Word, and found out just how the Ark was to be brought back. Failing in this, David made a great mistake, Again we read in Chronicles that David said, "If it seem good unto you, and that it be of the Lord our God." Let us do this and that. Let us beware that in everything we keep God in the first place and never in the second. It is not whether it seem good to us and the Lord, but to the Lord. 

3. David may have felt that the presence of so many thousands of Israel would give glory to God, and he may have felt that his own dignity as king demanded such a great demonstration. At any rate there was to be much ado in the matter. 

It was at least a great day in Israel. They were ready to come together to the great event, even from Shihor of Egypt, unto the entering of Hemath. 

The Ark, during the days of Saul, and after the death of Samuel, had never been recognized; and the God who dwelt between the cherubim had never been sought. Now, however, the people were once more turning their faces God-ward. 

Beloved, let our chief concern be this that God is in our midst, both honored and loved. If He has been isolated outside the camp, then let us go unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach. If He is loved and received as the One in the midst of the church, let us not fail in meeting Him there. 

If there is no Ark of God in our own home, let us bring thither the Ark in the erection of our Family Altar. 

II. DOING A GOOD THING IN A WRONG WAY (2 Samuel 6:2-3 ) 
1. The imitation of the world often works havoc. The news of how the Philistines had brought the Ark back into the coasts of Israel, had never been forgotten. They had brought it upon a new cart, drawn by oxen. They had brought it thus, and brought it successfully. 

Now the Lord's people seek to imitate them. Perhaps this was the result of David's looking to the people. Had they only read God's instructions, they had known that the Ark was to be carried and not carted. Had they stopped to consider the construction of the Ark, itself, they could have seen that the Ark was made to be carried and not carted. Why were the staves there, and why the sockets? 

2. The Head of the Church is Christ, and Christ should be recognized. The time has come when there is altogether too much consulting of the people, instead of the lines of positive Scriptural statement. Pastors are called, deacons or elders selected, trustees, Sunday School superintendents, church organists, choirs, and much else, are brought into the places of authority without even asking whether there be any "thus saith the Lord" as to how they shall be chosen, or as to what kind of men are to be chosen. 

Let us, hereafter, recognize Christ, and ask His guidance in all of these things. 

III. MAY OUR GOOD BE MARRED BY OUR BAD? (2 Samuel 6:5 ) 
1. A wonderful and glorious praise. How the volume of song and music must have welled up to Heaven! Truly God was pleased with the songs of praise; for praise is comely, and it exalteth the Lord. What a time of praise and magnificent music awaits us over in the Glory! There will be angels harping on their harps. There will be the voices uplifted in marvelous magnificats unto the Lamb. 

The numbers praising the Lord will be ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands and thousands of thousands. The words will be, "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created." The words will be "Thou art worthy to take the Book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy Blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation." 

2. What then? May our good be marred by our bad? We are sure that it may. The jubilation of that wonderful hour was hastening to a sad anticlimax. The singing was to be turned to dread and fear. The people were about to be shocked with the judgment of God upon one of their number. The king, even David, was filled with misgivings as to God's judgments. 

Yes, it may be so. Doing a good thing, in a way all pleasing to God, cannot make it possible for God to overlook a thing that is altogether evil. 

Let no one think for a moment that large gifts of money, or great feats of service, can in any way make up for sin in the camp. We cannot cover our evil way with the cloak of any great display of praise be it ever so sincere. When there is an Achan in the camp, there is an army in defeat. 

The many suffer for the sins of the one, when the one is an integral part of the many. 

IV. WHEREIN HUMAN METHODS MEET THEIR JUST DISASTER (2 Samuel 6:6-7 ) 
1. A rough place in the road. As the cart passed by Nachon's threshing floor, the oxen caused the Ark of God to shake. There you are! Carting the Ark was out of the Divine plan. The Ark had never been shaken had it been carried. 

There are always places in the road where the ways of the world in the church will bring disaster. Unless God is in the house, they labor in vain who build it. God will not insure worldly, self-devised, humanly conducted church methods against failure. 

God's ways are not man's ways. They are as far separated as the East is from the West. The ways of men augur success, but they cannot fit in with the ways of God. The carnal and the mental cannot walk with the spiritual. The flesh cannot join in comradeship with the Spirit. 

2. The dead man in the road. Uzzah did the natural thing. When the Ark began to shake, he immediately reached out his hand to steady it. Was there anything wrong in this? Perhaps Uzzah thought the Ark was as precious as his own life. He loved it. To him it stood for everything that was high, and holy, and lofty. He did not want it to fall to the ground, and to be broken upon the roadside. Was he not then, to be commended rather than blamed? 

Perhaps Peter should have been commended instead of reproved when he drew out his sword and smote off the ear of Malchus. Perhaps Moses should have been condoned when, in his anger, he struck the rock twice instead of speaking to it. Should we teach that a well intended service is necessarily an acceptable service? 

At least God does not teach so. The moment that the well-meaning Uzzah touched the Ark of the Lord, there was a dead Uzzah by the roadside. 

As we look at Uzzah, dead, we see the harvest of carting the Ark, which God instructed should be carried. The wages of sin is death. We see also the utter folly of approaching God or God's Ark, apart from the commanded Blood of atonement. 

V. WHEREIN PRAISING WAS TURNED TO COMPLAINING (2 Samuel 6:8-9 ) 
1. Shall we cease to praise God in His judgments? Is our God righteous and worthy of praise only when He passes around His blessings? With Israel it was a day of praise, when God delivered them from the hands of the Egyptians. They were willing to praise God even for His judgments upon Pharaoh. 

Let us remember that God is just as righteous in His judgments as He is in His deliverances. Why then should Israel have lost their song, when God sent forth judgment on Uzzah, and on all of them? 

Perhaps there is no theme of song so dear to the hearts of saints as that of Calvary. Yet Calvary is the place of God's righteous judgment on sin. We sing not when we see Uzzah dead in the road, but we sing when we see Christ dead on the Tree. 

2. Behold David, the king displeased with God. The trouble with David was that he did not want his hour of praise to be broken up with a funeral. Uzzah's death put a quietus on Israel's praise. The harpers put up their harps; the timbrels were laid aside, the music ceased. 

Does God ever break up our seasons of joy with times of sorrows? Does judgment ever walk hard upon the path of victory? Yes, when there is sin in the camp. Yes, when we try to do the right thing in the wrong way. Yes, when we are willing to set aside God's way for our own. 

3. Wherein fellowship is turned into fear. It seems too bad! They, who were so happily blessing God in a glorious song of fellowship, now began to be afraid of the same Lord. God's breach on Uzzah filled David and the Children of Israel with the same kind of fear that His breach on the inhabitants of Ashdod and Ekron had filled the Philistines. 

The Children of Israel began to dread God because He was a God of judgment. They felt safer, perhaps, without Him than with Him. Thus it was that they trembled and were afraid. Sin always makes men afraid of God. From the day that Adam and Eve hid in the trees of the Garden, sinners have always hidden. In the days of the Lord's Second Advent the nations will be afraid as they see the Lamb seated on the throne. 

VI. THE ARK IN THE HOUSE OF OBED-EDOM (2 Samuel 6:10-12 ) 
Yes, the march of that wonderful day was ended abruptly. The 30,000 choice men of Israel returned to their homes in disappointment and afraid of God. 

So it was that David would not take the Ark unto himself, but it was carried aside into the house of Obed-edom, the Gittite. 

1. The Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household. It must have been a wonderful three months to the household of Obed-edom. A new prosperity came to him and to all who dwelt with him. His whole household was blessed. Everything he touched, the Lord made to prosper. Perhaps his very children bloomed out in a new radiance of health. His fields became more abundant. Joy filled every heart in his home. Prosperity had come and they were glad. 

Is this not always true when the Lord dwells in any home? Does His presence not breathe a peace and a power that nothing else can produce? If the Lord is in the house, the blessings of the Lord are upon it. 

2. The Ark which had brought death to Uzzah, brought blessing to Obed-edom. Here is a seeming paradox. Why should the same Ark bless the one, and curse the other? Does not the same fire which warms one, burn another? Does not the same water that gives drink to the one, drown the other? Why? Not because the fire or the water has favorites; not because the fire or the water has spasms in which it blesses or curses, according to its whims. Not at all. Then, why? The difference is in men, and peoples; not in God. 

God would be rich to all, but He is rich unto all who call upon Him. Where there is the curse, there is invariably sin; where there is blessing, there is always the righteousness which is by faith. 

3. David hears the good news. "It was told king David, saying, The Lord hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the Ark of God." Here was room for thought, with David. He had gotten a vision of God that enlightened his mind. He had learned a lesson that we are sure he never forgot. God with us always brings blessing. 

VII. CLAIMING GOD'S BEST (2 Samuel 6:15-18 ) 
1. Think of the period David was without the Ark of God. Somehow it seems to us that David had been depriving himself of many blessings during the time that the Ark was in the home of Obed-edom. During those three months, between the time he went to get the Ark and the hour when at last, assured of blessing because of the blessing that God had given the household of Obed-edom, he was restrained by fear. 

Let us ask ourselves this solemn question: "Are we missing God's best because we have lived apart from His presence?" God help us to at once set about to secure all that is ours in Christ Jesus. 

2. Consider the joy of bringing back the Ark of God. In 1 Chronicles 15:1-29 we find David had prepared a place for the Ark. Moreover David had discovered wherein he had erred in his first attempt to fetch the Ark. Now, David said, "None ought to carry the Ark of God but the Levites." Mark you "carry the ark," not "cart the ark." Then David added, "Because ye did it not at the first, the Lord our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought Him not after the due order." What else could God do? His people had refused to follow Him fully; they had broken His Headship, and they had to be judged and chastened. 

Now, with as much joy, perhaps greater joy; and now, in God's way, they brought back the Ark. What a glorious sight it was. "And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the Ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song with the singers: David also had upon him an ephod of linen." 

As they marched there was heard the sound of the cornet, and with trumpets and with cymbals, making a noise with psalteries and harps. 

Thus the ark was brought to its house that David had pitched for it: and David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord. Then, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord of hosts. 

Our minds cannot but anticipate that wonderful day when the saints will be gathered home. Oh, what joy and rejoicing, to be forever with the Lord. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
At last David found the place of true joy it lay in the path of obedience and the full presence of God who dwelt in the midst of the cherubim. 

There is no more beautiful legend than the one associated with the Bells of Limerick, a quaint Irish city, famous today very much because of this beautiful story. 

A poor Italian lad, ambitious to produce a set of bells whose chimes would be unrivaled for beauty, labored hard and long in his own country to bring them to perfection. They were hung in a monastery in Italy, and the whole countryside was charmed by their sweet melody. The successful artist purchased a house in the district and for years spent his evenings listening to the sweet music of his bells. War came; the bells were stolen and carried away, he knew not where. Old and poor, he bade good-by to his native Italy, and set forth in search of the music he loved so well. His tired feet touched the shores of many lands; at last he came to Ireland. 

One evening, just as the sun was going down, he was sailing up the river that runs close by Limerick, when borne on the evening's zephyr, there came stealing into his ears the sweet chimes of melodious bells. He sat enraptured; he knew that he was not mistaken, and that the entrancing melody was the music of his own long-lost and cherished bells. He set his face, now wet with tears, toward the tower whence the enchanting strains were coming; and as the vessel sailed into port, his wanderings were over. The light had faded from his eyes, his fingers had loosened their hold, and his soul had wafted away to the sweet music of his own bells. 

Oh, child of God, have you lost the music that once delighted your soul? Has the world stolen from joy the joy bells of our old-time faith and devotion? You need not wander the world about nor wait till death to find the music. The bells are in your soul, and Jesus is able to touch them into "music so sweet the angels will stoop to listen." If those bells have ceased to ring, there is a reason, which God knows and you know. Let the Son of God forgive you and restore the music to your soul. W. E. B. 
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Verses 1-13
Mephibosheth, a Type of Saving Grace 
2 Samuel 9:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The story of Mephibosheth is most fascinating. It has a backward look, as we remember the espousals of Jonathan to David. Let us mark this first of all: 

1. The espousals of David and Jonathan. The hearts of these two men were knit together as real lovers. They clave to each other. They made vows the one to the other. They did more, they proved the sincerity of their love by their continued fidelity. Words are cheap and easily spoken, and sometimes they are no more than passing flatteries. Deeds prove love. 

2. The hatred of Saul toward David. Saul became envious of David because of his slaughter of the giant, Goliath; and also because the women ascribed to David the slaying of ten thousands, and to Saul of but thousands. This hatred of Saul's never changed the heart of Jonathan, Saul's son, toward his beloved friend. Jonathan even warned David of Saul's intent on his life, and delivered him from the snares that Saul had set for David's death. 

We need more of the Jonathan type of love. We need to love through difficulties and obstacles, that humanly, are unsurmountable. 

3. The reward of an undying love. David did not fail to requite Jonathan's love. After Jonathan was dead in battle, David proved the reality of his love in his kindness toward Mephibosheth, Jonathan's son. In this kindness David proved himself a true man, for the man he brought to his own table, although Jonathan's son, was also Saul's grandson and he was the heir to Saul's throne. 

We trust that many abiding truths will be brought later as the story is studied as a whole. 

I. SHOWING KINDNESS FOR JONATHAN'S SAKE (2 Samuel 9:1 ) 
Saul, David's enemy, and the seeker of David's life, is dead in battle. Jonathan, David's friend, is also dead. David is now enthroned in Saul's stead, and is king over Israel. The Philistines who had slain Saul had been defeated by David. Peace was now secured, and David turned his attention toward strengthening his kingdom, and making his reign a blessing to his subjects. 

1. Mark how David sought to be kind to the house of Saul. David did not enquire if there were any left of the house of Jonathan. It was toward Saul, the one who had so often tried to kill him, and who had forced him to dwell an exile from home and country, whom he desired to favor. 

In this David was following in the footsteps of One who had forgiven him so great a debt. He had been by nature a sinner against God, and yet God had been kind to him, and had washed away his sins, and blotted out his transgressions. 

2. Mark how David wanted to show kindness to Saul's house for Jonathan's sake. He remembered the love which Jonathan, Saul's son, had shown to him. He remembered his pledge to Jonathan, "Thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house forever." 

Sacred trysts should not be neglected. God has not been unmindful of His pledges to us, which He made in His Son. For Christ's sake He has saved us with a most glorious salvation. All of this will appear as the lesson proceeds. 

II. SHOWING THE KINDNESS OF GOD (2 Samuel 9:3 ) 
When Ziba, a servant of the house of Saul was called, king David spoke, saying, "Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto him?" 

1. David's kindness was not natural to his flesh. He called his kindness, "The kindness of God," as much as to say, "My kindness to Saul's household is prompted by the Spirit of the Living God who dwells in me." 

Here is a great truth. We need not boast our noble and godlike deeds as though they emanated from within our own being. Our comeliness is His comeliness, placed upon us. Our goodness, and our gentleness, and our kindness, is that which we possess through the indwelling Holy Spirit. It is the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which makes us loving toward our enemies. 

2. David's kindness toward Saul was in fact a true picture of God's kindness toward us. Herein we have one of the Bible's best definitions for "grace." Grace is God's kindness toward the sinful, the ungodly. Grace is favor that is unmerited. Grace is goodness that is undeserved. Grace deals with us while we are yet sinners. It is unfathomable and incomprehensible. 

To love the lovely, and to be kind to those who have been kind to us, is not the kindness of God as manifested in grace. Grace was the kindness of God in providing salvation for the hell-deserving. Grace is the kindness of God in leading to life and light and love for evermore those who are worthy of eternal death. 

III. MEPHIBOSHETH AT LODEBAR 
Ziba told David that Jonathan had a son, named Mephibosheth, who was lame in both of his feet. This son dwelt in the house of Machir in Lodebar. 

1. Mephibosheth dwelt in Lodebar. Lodebar means, "the place of no pasture." That is where all sinners dwell. Sin impoverishes us. Sin robs us of our rights and riches. The wicked, for a while, may prosper, but how are they cut down in a moment and brought into darkness and despair! It is their latter end that causes us to ponder. To them is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 

2. Mephibosheth was lame in both of his feet. When a child, he was made lame when his nurse dropped him, as she carried him, running away from David's victorious march. Lame from boyhood lame, for ever lame. The sinner is lame, and cannot get to God unaided and unsought. He is helpless to bring back to himself the restoration of all that he has lost in Adam's sin. He is helpless because he cannot lift his feet from the miry clay of his evil deeds and place them upon the rock, Christ Jesus. He cannot save himself from sin, neither can he save himself unto eternal life. 

IV. DAVID SENT AND FETCHED HIM (2 Samuel 9:5 ) 
We may draw many lessons along the line of grace, from this act of David. 

1. David sent messengers to Mephibosheth. God has sent us to the world. We are commissioned to go into all the world and preach the Gospel unto every creature. 

Christ Himself was sent into the world; and before He left He said to the disciples, "As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you." How can people believe in Him of whom they have not heard; how can they hear without a preacher, and how can they preach except they be sent. 

Across the sands went David's ambassadors to Mephibosheth. Let us also go. 

"Can we, whose souls are lighted with wisdom from on high; 

Can we to souls benighted, the Lamp of God deny?" 

2. David fetched Mephibosheth. Fetched him from Lodebar, fetched him to the king's palace. He did not bid him come, he brought him. The shepherd went into the wilds and found the sheep which was lost, and then he put him on his shoulders and brought him home. 

Joseph sent wagons to bring his aged father, Jacob, to Egypt. To Israel of old God said, "And even to your old age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry , and will deliver you." 

God still bears us in His arms. 

V. MEPHIBOSHETH REACHES DAVID (2 Samuel 9:6 ) 
The Scriptures are silent about the journey from Lodebar to King David's palace. The events are included in one word, "fetched." Not so the events when Mephibosheth arrived at the palace. 

1. Mephibosheth fell on his face. Here is the right attitude for a subject receiving great favor from his king; here, also, is the right attitude for a sinner seeking favor from his God. 

We need more of humiliation and of contrition. We need a deeper sense of our own sin, on the one hand, and a deeper conception of God's holiness and greatness, on the other hand. It is the broken and the contrite heart that God will not despise. 

2. Mephibosheth did reverence. We should not worship men, but we should worship God. We need to see in God the high, and the holy, the eternal One. Mephibosheth realized both the greatness of king David and his clemency. He knew that David had the power to slay him, and the power to keep him alive. He knew that David had the power to confiscate all the goods which belonged to the house of Saul, or the power to restore all to him, as an act of grace. Therefore we marvel not that he did him reverence. 

VI. DAVID'S ABOUNDING GRACE. (2 Samuel 9:7 ) 
1. Restoring to Mephibosheth what he had lost in Saul. Not only did David show kindness unto the house of Saul but he also said, "I will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father." 

When the Lord saves us, He puts us back into the place from which Adam fell. Indeed, all we lost in Adam we regain in Christ. There is, however, more for us than this. God goes David one better, He lifts us up far above what we lost in Adam; He gives us sonship and heirship with Christ forevermore. Heaven itself with all its riches and marvels of glory is included in the salvation which God wrought out for us through His Son and our Saviour. 

2. Granting to Mephibosheth a seat at his table. David said to Jonathan's son, "Thou shalt eat bread at my table continually." It must have been a wonderful thing to have come from Lodebar and from the place of fear and be housed in Jerusalem in the place of security. Few people had the privilege of eating bread continually at David's table, but Mephibosheth had that privilege; and yet, Mephibosheth was of the house of Saul. 

We have here exactly what God accords to us; only, once more, God goes David one better. David took Jonathan's son to live with him. Jesus Christ said, "I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you." He also said, that both He and the Father would come unto us and make their abode with us. David did not go to Lodebar to dwell with Mephibosheth. Our Lord, however, does dwell with us in our Lodebar. There is a deeper meaning here. Ultimately God will take us out of this wilderness and we shall be for ever with the Lord. As David received one of Saul's sons, so are we to be received into eternal habitation and eat for ever at the Lord's table. 

VII. MEPHIBOSHETH'S SERVANTS (2 Samuel 9:9-11 ) 
Here is something worth your while. The King called Ziba and said, "Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy master's son may have food to eat." 

Is there an analogy for us in all of this? After the Lord has saved us and caused us to eat at His table as one of the King's sons, does He, moreover, furnish us with servants to watch over us and to serve us? 

Let us quote you a verse from Hebrews, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" The angels are our servants. They encamp round about those who fear the Lord and they deliver them. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
In speaking of the grace of God made manifest in David's kindness towards Mephibosheth, we are overwhelmed with amazement. It is simply impossible for us to fathom it all, and to grasp the height, and the depth, and the length, and the breadth of God's grace toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. 

We were crossing the Amazon River one hundred miles at sea. When the Captain of our steamer told us that such was the case, we demurred, saying, "It is impossible to cross the Amazon a hundred miles from the South American shore line." He reminded us, however, that the Amazon four thousand miles from where we stood on board his ship, lying as it did between Ecuador and Bolivia, was one mile wide; and, that at its mouth it was one hundred miles wide, carrying millions of tons of fresh water per second into the bosom of the Atlantic. 

The Captain told us if we did not believe the water was fresh, that we could draw up a bucket with a rope, and taste the water. After he had told us this we thought of another river, the River of Grace, that flows from the throne of God and passes hard by every sinful heart. We knew that, with our little tin cup, drinking from the Amazon we could quench our thirst, but we could never drain the river dry. So it is with the Grace of God. Multiplied millions have drunk and have been satisfied, and yet the river flows on full and free. 
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Verses 1-23
David's Mighty Men 
2 Samuel 23:1-23 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We have today the last words of David for our consideration. Somehow or other, final words always carry special significance. In the case of David, his words may be called the summing up of a most eventful and God-honored life. The life of David was not without its faults, and there was one great shadow that hung over his career; and yet, as a whole, he was indeed the friend of God. God found in him a willing channel through whom He might work. There are several things in David's last words we wish to bring before you. 

1. A man raised up. Our minds go back to the boyhood days of David. He was known as the son of Jesse, the shepherd lad. If we had chanced to have seen him in those days, we might not have picked him out as the destined King of Israel, but God chose him. 

Our first statement is "David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, * * said." It was a long stretch from the life of a shepherd, to the king of a mighty nation. Truly David was raised up. 

It is, however, just as long a stretch to those of us who have been raised up out of sin. Did God not lift our feet out of the miry clay, and place them on the Rock, Christ Jesus? Did not God come to us when we were dead in trespasses and in sins? Did He not raise us up and cause us to sit down with Him in the Heavenly places? 

There is, however, another sense in which we are destined to be raised up. This time to be raised up on high. The Lord will descend from Heaven with a shout and He will raise the dead bodies of all saints. Then shall we the living, ascend up, with the raised dead, into the clouds to meet our Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Thank God that David recognized the fact that he was raised up on high. May we also rejoice in the fact of our exaltation in Christ. 

2. The man anointed of the God of Jacob. God did not leave David unpanoplied for his task. When God causes us to undertake, He makes possible the undertaking. The son of Jesse was especially anointed of God to be King of Israel. He had a definite filling of the Holy Spirit. Is this not also true with us? God has not only saved us, and called us into royal service, but He has anointed us with the Holy Ghost. He told us: "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." Thank God we do have an anointing. It is not in our own name, nor in our own strength that we go forth to service. 

3. The man who was anointed as the sweet Psalmist of Israel. The Psalms of David are an inspiration to Saints. David had the gift of music. He played well upon the harp. He not only had the gift of music, but he wrote hymns full of praise, and of Divine worship. He himself said, as he wrote in 2 Samuel 23:2 of our lesson, "The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and His Word was in my tongue." 

Here was a Psalmist whose hymns were written by Divine appointment. Yea, the very words were given to David by the Spirit. This was not merely David's claim, but frequently the New Testament emphasizes the fact that the Holy Spirit spake by David. This fact is not only in the Gospels, but it is also in the Acts, and in the Book of Hebrews. We may not claim what David claimed. We do know, however, that the Spirit of God does rest upon us, and He gives us what we shall say in the hour of need and testimony. 

I. ADINO, THE EZNITE (2 Samuel 23:8 ) 
We now begin the study of the lesson proper. The theme of our message is "God's Heroes." These heroes are men who were connected with David. The first one mentioned is in 2 Samuel 23:8 . He was a man whom David appointed as chief among his captains. The record of his greatest deed is thus stated: "He lift up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time." 

1. God needs fearless men to serve Him. Here was a man who was not afraid. There are few who would be willing to go out alone against eight hundred. Yet, here is a man who accomplished that feat. They were crowding around him, and were pressing hard upon him; but he stood firm. He did not retreat. He fought with his spear in his hand until he prevailed. One by one he cut them down until all were overcome. 

There is a little passage in Joshua where it says, "Be strong and of a good courage." Many men of the world are strong and courageous. We read of Naaman the Syrian, "He was also a mighty man of valour." This is a day when we need young men, and young women who are valiant in the fray. The powers of darkness are looming heavy. Shall we succumb, or shall we go forth and contend for the faith? God needs aggressive men. God needs men who will go forth to battle. 

Our courage should not be a courage of lips. It is not recounting our mighty deeds, or telling of our own valor, that brings things to pass. It is actually entering into the conflict. 

The Holy Spirit said through Paul, "Endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." Soldiers are panoplied for war. They are not men who know naught but dress parade. To the young men and women to whom we write and speak, we plead: Go forth to the battle! Undertake for God! 

II. ELEAZAR, THE SON OF DODO (2 Samuel 23:9-10 ) 
Here is one who was numbered as one of the three mighty men of David. 

1. The Philistines had defied the armies of Israel. This is exactly what we have round us today. There are plenty of men who are denying, decrying, denouncing and defying the sons of God. Every possible insult is being thrown at faithful believers. Satan would, if he could, overwhelm them with his threats. 

Our minds go back to the days when Nehemiah was building the wall. We can see the enemy mocking him, telling him that a fox running upon the walls would make them fall. Young people, remember that those who resist you in the Word and work of the Lord have many tactics. They will try to frighten you with ridicule. When that fails, they will endeavor to place every possible obstacle in your way. 

2. The Philistines had joined together against Eleazar. These are exactly Satan's present tactics. In the 2d Psalm we read that the kings of the earth set themselves together against the Lord, and His anointed. There is no ground of comradeship and fellowship between saints and the world. Christ said, "The world hateth you." 

There is an effort on the part of Satan to combine his forces. He seeks to amalgamate and federate against every one who would go forth to battle for the Lord. 

3. Eleazar was left alone. We read in the last clause of 2 Samuel 23:9 , "The men of Israel were gone away." Here the Philistines gathered together and as they joined arms for battle, Israel fled. It was at this strategic moment that Eleazar, alone, rose up and smote the Philistines. 

Our minds go at once to Jonathan and his armor bearer. Jonathan said to the young man who bore his armor, "Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the Lord will work for us: for there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few." Thus it was that the two went up and the first slaughter that they made was as it were twenty men in as much ground as a yoke of oxen might plow. Then God came to the help of Jonathan. He sent a great trembling in the hosts of the Philistines. He set every Philistine's sword against his fellows. 

This was also the case of Eleazar, as he smote the Philistines. He smote until his hand was weary, and it clave unto his sword. That day, however, God wrought a great victory, and remember God still works. 

III. SHAMMAH THE HARARITE (2 Samuel 23:11-12 ) 
This was another one of David's great men, and one of God's heroes. We read these words, "And the Philistines were gathered together into a troop, where was a piece of ground full of lentiles: and the people fled from the Philistines. But he stood in the midst of the ground, and defended it, and slew the Philistines: and the Lord wrought a great victory." 

1. Once more the enemy was gathered together. Satan may be overwhelmed, but he does not give up. He may be cast down, but he does not despair. When Eleazar slaughtered the Philistines, did they cease from fighting? Not they! They were gathered together once more into a troop. Let us take to heart this suggestion. Sometimes even our enemies can instruct us. 

Has not God said, "Be not weary in well doing"? Eleazar was not weary. He fought until he could not let go his sword. Let us remember how the Children of Israel under Gideon were faint, and yet pursuing. 
2. The Philistines came down to seek the Israelites. They permitted the children of God to sow their seed, and to grow their lentiles; and then, at the time of harvest, they came down to carry away the fruitage. They stole the labor of God's people. 

This is always Satan's tactics. While he would overthrow a child of God and would rob him, he would at the same time, enrich himself. 

3. Shammah defended the field. The Children of Israel fled. Had Shammah also fled, he would never have been reckoned as one of God's great heroes; however, the word "retreat," was not in Shammah's dictionary. He stood in the midst of the ground, and defended the lentiles. He slew the Philistines. 

Is it not written, "Resist the devil, and he will flee from you"? If there is any running to be done, let the devil do the running. 

4. We now call attention to the last statement in 2 Samuel 23:12 , "And the Lord wrought a great victory." Run. back to 2 Samuel 23:10 and you read the same words, "And the Lord wrought a great victory." Eleazar and Shammah, neither the one nor the other, had any room for self-praise. They did refuse to flee. They did, in each case, meet an impossible situation. However, both of them would have been overthrown and laid low had not God come to their rescue. 

Remember that these mighty men were not mighty, in so far as human reckonings were concerned. Their might lay in the fact that they believed God, and that the Lord answered their faith, and wrought a great victory through them. 

IV. THREE MIGHTY MEN (2 Samuel 23:15-18 ) 
The Spirit of God now groups three men. 

1. The longing of David's heart. David was away from home. He was being oppressed by the enemy, and with a heart that was human he longed, and said, "Oh, that one would give me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!" 

David's wish, in this case, proved his will so far as the three mighty men were concerned. 

We wonder if we, as God's people, are listening to hear His voice? We wonder if just the wish of our Lord's heart, would prove all the command that we would need to become active and eager to please Him? David longed for the water from the well at Bethlehem. The three men caught his sigh, heard his wish, and hurried on their way. 

2. Wherein obstacles cannot hinder endeavor. Between David's camp and the drink of water from the well of Bethlehem, there was gathered a host of Philistines. That host intervened and stood in the way. Do you remember how David himself wrote in the Spirit, "By Thee I have run through a troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall"? Shall we allow any wall, be it ever so high, be it ever so thick, to hinder us in the accomplishing of the will of God? 

Recently we stood on Lookout Mountain, over against Chattanooga. We walked to the crest of the mountain, looked down the slope, seemingly impossible of ascent. Yet on the monuments around us, was a description of how the soldiers climbed that mountain, and scaled its crest. Soldiers of Christ must not falter no matter how difficult the task. 

3. The story of victory. 2 Samuel 23:16 tells us this: "The three mighty men brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David." As David received it at their hands, he did not drink of it, but poured it out unto the Lord. To David it seemed to be the harbinger of victory. He knew that what the three mighty men had done, his armies by faith and courage could also do. 

V. BENAIAH THE SON OF JEHOIADA (2 Samuel 23:20-21 ) 
Here is one of David's lesser heroes, and yet he is spoken of as a man who had done many acts. Noteworthy among them were two. 

1. He went down into a pit and slew a lion in the time of snow. The lion had, no doubt, been causing great havoc among the people of Israel. They had heard its roaring. It had slaughtered more than one of their inhabitants. It seemed to be crying out against the children of God. 

Is not Satan alive, and does he not cry out as the accuser of the saints? Indeed! God tells us that he goes about seeking whom he may devour. This lion had a den. His den was a pit. 

Who would think of leaping into a pit inhabited by the strongest of beasts? 

But, mark you, there is something else here. It was a time of snow. Perhaps this "time of snow" was a time of hunger to the lion. The whole picture is the picture that would terrorize any weakling. What did Benaiah do? He went down into the pit. He went down alone. He went down in the time of snow. He closed in on the lion and slew him. Beloved, has not God given us an armor with which to fight? Let us go forth as went Benaiah. 

2. He slew an Egyptian. This Egyptian was a goodly man so far as fighting went. He knew how to wield a spear and he went to meet Benaiah with his spear in his hand. The same Benaiah who went down into the midst of the pit, went down to meet this Egyptian. 2 Samuel 23:21 tells us that Benaiah had but a staff in his hand. A staff against a spear; and yet, with his staff Benaiah plucked the spear out of the hand of the Egyptian. Then he picked it up from the place where it fell and slew the Egyptian with his own weapon. These things did Benaiah, and what shall we do? 

VI. DAVID THE HERO OF THEM ALL (2 Samuel 23:1-39 ) 
David was captain over all of these mighty men. Should men of might and prowess, of courage and valor, be ruled by a weakling? Not so. In the days when David was yet a youth, he learned how to deliver his sheep from the paw of the lion and of the bear. This courage and this faith in conflict never deserted David. 

1. There was a giant crying out against the armies of Israel. Goliath, the Philistine, was of mighty power. Single-handed he stood forth to defy the armies of Israel. He sought battle with anyone who was willing to meet him. The Children of Israel, including king Saul, were all afraid. No one was willing to try his hand. They fled from his threats and were sore afraid. 

When the shepherd lad, David, came to bring gifts, sent from his father to his brothers, he sought audience with Saul and he said, "The Lord * * will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine." 

2. The secret of David's victory. As David approached the Philistine, he went in his simple shepherd garb, with his staff in his hand. He chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, put them in his shepherd's pack, and took his sling in his hand. 

As David approached the Philistine, he said, "Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; * * that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel." Thus it was that David prevailed because the Lord prevailed. 

Beloved youth, are we willing to be a David? Shall we retreat, and retrench, and recoil? Let us, in our weakness, trust His strength; in our nothingness, let us lean upon His almightiness; in our impotence, let us go forth crowned with His omnipotence. 

VII. DAVID'S PARTING ADVICE (2 Samuel 23:6-7 ) 
How fitting in this chapter where we have recounted the conquests of David's mighty men, God's heroes, that the parting words of David should be considered. 

1. A word of warning. The first thing David said, was, "The sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust away, because they cannot be taken with hands." David warns us, first of all, that the sons of Belial are thorns. Then he tells us that they cannot be taken with hands. The warning is against anybody attempting to overcome the wicked one in their own strength. 

Satan is, in truth, a genius. Satan is so mighty that even the archangel, Michael, durst not bring against him a railing accusation. Satan's sons are also strong. The foes against which we fight are powerful. Not one of us, alone, nor all of us combined, dare go out in our own strength to meet our enemy. 

2. A word of advice. In 2 Samuel 23:7 David said, "The man that shall touch them must be fenced with iron and the staff of a spear." It is not difficult to grasp the significance of these words. When God sent Moses to Pharaoh, Moses quailed. He knew that back of Pharaoh were all the armies of Egypt; and what was Moses? When Moses pleaded his weakness and inability, God told him, "Certainly I will be with thee." Moses, with God, could well go; but Moses, without God, could never go. 

When God called Jeremiah and sent him on his difficult task, he said unto Jeremiah, "I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land." "They shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee." 

One who is sent by God is panoplied of God. When the Government sends out an Ambassador, that Ambassador is backed with all the power that lies behind the Government. 

3. A Word of assurance. In the last clause of 2 Samuel 23:7 , David gives this statement, "They shall be utterly burned with fire." Thank God that we are in a winning, not in a losing fight. The antichfist and the false prophet and Satan may combine against the Lord, and against His hosts; but the antichrist and false prophet shall be destroyed with the breath of His lips and with the brightness of His coming. Satan shall be chained and cast into the pit. The armies which form under this devilish trinity, shall be utterly routed and overwhelmed. 

As Satan and his hordes gather together against the Lord, God says: "Yet have I set My King, upon My holy hill of Zion." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Moffat looking into the eyes of a savage, who threatened his life, calmy said, "We are resolved to abide by our post. * * You may shed our blood or burn us out. * * Then shall they who sent us know that we are persecuted indeed." Mrs. Moffat stood by with her babe in her arms. Moffat threw open his waistcoat, and said, "Now, then, if you will, drive your spears to my heart." The Lord again heard prayer. The chief was confounded. He shook his head significantly, and said to his followers, "These men must have ten lives when they are so fearless of death. There must be something in immortality." 
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