《Scofield Reference Notes – 2 Samuel》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of 2 Samuel 

As First Samuel marks the failure of man in Eli, Saul, and even Samuel, so Second Samuel marks the restoration of order through the enthroning of God's king, David. This book also records the establishment of Israel's political centre in Jerusalem ( 2 Samuel 5:6-12 ), and her religious centre in Zion ( 2 Samuel 5:7 ; 6:1-17 ). When all was thus ordered, Jehovah established the great Davidic Covenant ( 2 Samuel 27:8-17 ) out of which all kingdom truth is henceforth developed. David, in his "last words" ( 2 Samuel 23:1-7 ), describes the millennial kingdom yet to be. 

The book is in four parts: 

1. From the death of Saul to the anointing of David over Judah, in Hebron, 1:1-27. 

2. From the anointing in Hebron to the establishment of David over united Israel, 2:1-5:25. 

3. From the conquest of Jerusalem to the rebellion of Absalom, 6:1-14:33. 

4. From the rebellion of Absalom to the purchase of the temple-site, 15:1-24:25. 

The events recorded in 2 Samuel cover a period of 38 years (Ussher). 

01 Chapter 1 
1:10  So I stood upon him, and slew him, because I was sure that he could not live after that he was fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them hither unto my lord. 

stood 

Cf. (See Scofield "1 Samuel 31:3") . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:8  But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, took Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim; 

Abner 

(See Scofield "Judges 8:1") 

2:16  And they caught every one his fellow by the head, and thrust his sword in his fellow's side; so they fell down together: wherefore that place was called Helkathhazzurim, which is in Gibeon. 

Helkathhazzurim 

i.e. Field of Swords. 

03 Chapter 3 
3:36  And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them: as whatsoever the king did pleased all the people. 

pleased 

was good in their eyes. 

04 Chapter 4 
4:9  And David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said unto them, As the LORD liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity, 

redeemed 

(See Scofield "Isaiah 59:20") See Scofield " Exodus 14:30 ". 

05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

6:3  And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. 

new cart 

The story of David's new cart and its results is a striking illustration of the spiritual truth that blessing does not follow even the best intentions in the service of God except as that service is rendered in God's way. It is a constant point of failure. God had given explicit directions how the ark should be borne. Numbers 4:1-15 but David adopted a Philistine expedient. 

1 Samuel 6:7 1 Samuel 6:8 . The church is full of Philistine ways of doing service to Christ. Cf. ; 1 Corinthians 1:17-31 ; 2 Corinthians 10:4 2 Corinthians 10:5 . See, also, 1 Chronicles 15:2 . 

07 Chapter 7 

7:15  But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 

mercy 

Verses 14 and 15 state the principle of judgment within the family of God. (See Scofield "1 Corinthians 11:31") . It is always remedial, not penal Hebrews 12:5-11 . 

Judgment of the wicked is penal, not remedial. 

7:16  And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 

The Davidic Covenant 

The Davidic Covenant 2 Samuel 7:8-17 . 

This covenant, upon which the glorious kingdom of Christ "of the seed of David according to the flesh" is to be founded, secures: 

(1) A Davidic "house"; i.e. posterity, family 

(2) A "throne"; i.e. royal authority 

(3) A kingdom; i.e. sphere of rule 

(4) In perpetuity; "for ever" 

(5) And this fourfold covenant has but one condition: disobedience in the Davidic family is to be visited with chastisement; but not to the abrogation of the covenant 2 Samuel 7:15 ; Psalms 89:20-37 ; Isaiah 24:5 ; 54:3 . 

The chastisement fell; first in the division of the kingdom under Rehoboam, and, finally, in the captivities. 2 Kings 25:1-7 . Since that time but one King of the Davidic family has been crowned at Jerusalem and He was crowned with thorns. But the Davidic Covenant confirmed to David by the oath of Jehovah, and renewed to Mary by the angel Gabriel, is immutable Psalms 89:30-37 and the Lord God will yet give to that thorn-crowned One "the throne of his father David." ; Luke 1:31-33 ; Acts 2:29-32 ; 15:14-17 . 

See, for the other seven covenants: 

EDENIC, (See Scofield "Genesis 1:28") ADAMIC, See Scofield " Genesis 3:15 " NOAHIC, See Scofield " Genesis 9:1 " ABRAHAMIC, See Scofield " Genesis 15:18 " MOSAIC, See Scofield " Exodus 19:25 " PALESTINIAN, See Scofield " Deuteronomy 30:3 " NEW, See Scofield " Hebrews 8:8 " 

7:23  And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to himself, and to make him a name, and to do for you great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? 

redeem 

(See Scofield "Exodus 14:30") 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

9:1  And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake? 

kindness 

A lovely picture of salvation by grace. 

(1) What grace is -- kindness to a helpless one for another's sake, 2 Samuel 1:1-3 ; 1 John 2:12 . 

(2) Grace gives the highest place, 2 Samuel 1:11 . Ephesians 1:1-6 . 

(3) Grace keeps the saved one, 2 Samuel 1:13 ; John 10:28 John 10:29 . 

10 Chapter 10 

11 Chapter 11 

12 Chapter 12 

12:13  And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 

sinned 

Here read Psalms 51:1-19 . 

13 Chapter 13 

13:37  But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai, the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son every day. 

But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai 1 Samuel 27:8 . David, in the years of his wanderings, made a savage raid upon Geshur, and evidently bore away Maacah, daughter of the king of Geshur. Of her was born Absalom, and in him was her wild Bedouin blood, and the blood of a father who had been the reckless chief of a handful of desperate men. ; 2 Samuel 3:3 ; 23:8-39 and whom only the divine love could tame. 2 Samuel 22:36 . In Absalom David reaped from his own sowing. 

14 Chapter 14 

14:11  Then said she, I pray thee, let the king remember the LORD thy God, that thou wouldest not suffer the revengers of blood to destroy any more, lest they destroy my son. And he said, As the LORD liveth, there shall not one hair of thy son fall to the earth. 

revengers Heb. goel, Redemp. (Kinsman type). (See Scofield "Isaiah 59:20") . 

14:20  To fetch about this form of speech hath thy servant Joab done this thing: and my lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things that are in the earth. 

angel (See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

14:24  And the king said, Let him turn to his own house, and let him not see my face. So Absalom returned to his own house, and saw not the king's face. 

saw not the king's face 

Not so had God taught David to forgive. Legalists have thought Absalom's wilfulness to have been due to over-indulgence on the part of David. There is no such intimation in Scripture. Rather it would seem that had David at this time taken Absalom into intimacy, the rebellion might have been averted. 

14:27  And unto Absalom there were born three sons, and one daughter, whose name was Tamar: she was a woman of a fair countenance. 

sons 

(See Scofield "2 Samuel 18:18") . 

15 Chapter 15 

15:7  And it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the LORD, in Hebron. 

forty 

Some authorities read "four." 

16 Chapter 16 

17 Chapter 17 

18 Chapter 18 

18:18  Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for himself a pillar, which is in the king's dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my name in remembrance: and he called the pillar after his own name: and it is called unto this day, Absalom's place. 

I have no son 

The pillar mentioned must have been reared before the birth of sons to Absalom. Cf. 2 Samuel 14:27 . Another view is that his sons died in youth. They are not mentioned in the genealogies. 

19 Chapter 19 

19:27  And he hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God: do therefore what is good in thine eyes. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

21:3  Wherefore David said unto the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and wherewith shall I make the atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of the LORD? 

atonement 

(See Scofield "Exodus 29:33") . 

21:8  But the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite: 

sons 

CF. 2 Samuel 6:23 . The "five sons" were children of Michal's sister Merab, wife of Adriel, "whom she brought up for Adriel". 1 Samuel 18:19 . 

21:12  And David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from the men of Jabeshgilead, which had stolen them from the street of Bethshan, where the Philistines had hanged them, when the Philistines had slain Saul in Gilboa: 

Philistines 

Cf. 1 Samuel 31:3-5 (See Scofield "1 Samuel 31:3") 

22 Chapter 22 

22:3  The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence. 

trust 

(See Scofield "Psalms 2:12") . 

22:31  As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him. 

trust 

(See Scofield "Psalms 2:12") . 

23 Chapter 23 

23:3  The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. 

fear 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

23:8  These be the names of the mighty men whom David had: The Tachmonite that sat in the seat, chief among the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite: he lift up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time. 

Eznite 

i.e. one belonging to Etsen. 

24 Chapter 24 

24:9  And Joab gave up the sum of the number of the people unto the king: and there were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men that drew the sword; and the men of Judah were five hundred thousand men. 

in Israel 

Cf. 1 Chronicles 21:5 . The total military strength of Israel (the northern kingdom) was 1,100,000, and of Judah 500,000. The numbers actually set in array were, of Israel, 800,000; of Judah, 470,000. 

24:13  So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days' pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me. 

famine 

Scofield " Genesis 12:10 ". 

24:16  And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is enough: stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD was by the threshingplace of Araunah the Jebusite. 

angel (See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

repent (See Scofield "Zechariah 8:14") . 

24:20  And Araunah looked, and saw the king and his servants coming on toward him: and Araunah went out, and bowed himself before the king on his face upon the ground. 

saw 

Here read 1 Chronicles 21:20 . 

24:24  And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 

offer (See Scofield "2 Corinthians 8:1") . 

threshingfloor Cf. 1 Chronicles 21:25 . (See Scofield "1 Chronicles 21:25") . 

